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From the President’s Desk… 
 
 

           The month of November always brings to mind the secular holidays of Veteran's Day and Thanksgiving. This 
year, because of the juxtaposition of the secular and Jewish calendars, we will light the first Chanukah candle on 
November 28th, the Sunday evening of Thanksgiving weekend. So, as we are eating our turkey and sweet potato 
leftovers and getting ready to send our college age children back to school, we can also light our Chanukah candles, 
enjoy some latkes and play dreidel.  
 We have two programs in November. On Wednesday evening, November 3rd, we will be sponsoring a 
program along with the EHNTJC Adult Education Committee and the Simon Wiesenthal Center. “How to Combat 
Anti-Semitism and the Rise of Hate Crimes” features a stellar panel which includes Jacqueline Carroll, 
Wiesenthal’s Midwest Region’s Community Engagement Chair and member of our synagogue; Rabbi Abraham 
Cooper, Associate Dean of the Simon Wiesenthal Center; and Sheriff Tom Dart of Cook County. The program will 
be on Zoom beginning at 7:30 p.m.   
 Our Sisterhood Book Club will meet at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, November 17th (see below), and on 
Wednesday, December 1st, we will celebrate Chanukah with Lori Lippitz, leader of the Maxwell Street Klezmer 
Band.  This program will be available both in person and on Zoom—see enclosed flyer for more information.  
 An important component of Judaism and our Sisterhood is to help those less fortunate through tzedakah or 
other mitzvah projects.  Please see the enclosed flyer from Julie Weill, our Social Action VP.  We hope we can count 
on your support!  
 From my family to yours, I wish you a Happy Thanksgiving and a Happy, Healthy and Meaningful Chanukah!  

 
 

B’Shalom!  Diane Rosenfeld 
 

 

Our Sisterhood is  
    an affiliate of 
 

Our next BOOK CLUB will be on 
Wednesday, November 17th at 10:30 a.m. 

on ZOOM to discuss 
“The Star and the Shamrock” 

by Jean Grainger 
 

Berlin 1939…..When her husband doesn’t 
come home one day, Ariella realizes that the only way 
she can ensure her Jewish children’s safety is to avail 
of the Kindertransport--but can she bear to let them 
go?      
 A thousand miles away, Elizabeth Klein has 
closed herself off from the world. Losing her husband 
on the last day of the Great War, and her child 
months later, she cannot, will not, love again. It hurts 
too much.  But she is all Liesl and Erich Bannon have. 
 Thrown together in the wild countryside of 
Northern Ireland, Elizabeth and the Bannon children 
discover that life in the country is anything but 
tranquil. Danger and intrigue lurk everywhere, and 
some people are not what they seem.   
 From the streets of war-time Berlin, to the 
bombed out city of Liverpool, and finally resting in the 
lush valleys of the Ards Penisula, The Star and The 
Shamrock from USA Today bestselling author Jean 
Grainger, is hard to put down. 

 

We hope you will join us! 
 

Book Club Co-Chairs 
Elaine Lampert     (847)537-1240 

               Carol Gottlieb       (847)501-1896 

News and Notes… 
Be a media mogul!  A $5 contribution makes you  

a sponsor of our Sisterhood Bulletin.     

Please mail your contributions to: 
        Judy Arkin c/o EHNTJC Sisterhood 
  4500 Dempster Street ● Skokie, IL   60076 

 
Our Media Moguls this month are: 

Esther Berman 
(with deep gratitude to everyone for their kindness  
and continuous support during Roger’s recovery), 

Fran Givertz 
(in honor of my great grandson Menashe’s birthday), 

Miriam Goldberger 
(in honor of my grandson Justin’s marriage  

to Tori Balkin), 
Mickey Gordon 

(in honor of my grandchildren), 
Elaine Lampert 

(celebrating 50 years of marriage),  
Bobbie Levin, 

Esther Manewith 
(in honor of our grandchildren), 

Dori Marks, Ada Rabinowitz and Judi Stein 
 

 



Good and Welfare…  
 Mazel Tov to Evie Lowenthal on the Bar 

Mitzvah of her grandson, Areyah Lowenthal. 
 Mazel Tov  to Bonnie Feinberg on the Bar 

Mitzvah of her grandson, Gabriel Skolnick. 
 Mazel Tov to Joan Cook on the birth of her 

great-grandson, Holden John Hopkins 
 Mazel Tov to Miriam Goldberger on the 

marriage of her grandson, Justin Goldberger 
to Tori Balin. 

 Mazel Tov to Mickey Gorden on the marriage 
of her granddaughter, Danielle Gordon to Will 
Smith. 

 Refuah Shlema to Ronia Gross and Annabel 
Levine 

 Condolences to the family of Elaine Wayne. 
 Condolences to Cheryl Sklar on the passing 

of her mother, Lottie Weinstein. 
 

TODAH RABAH ● תודה רבה ● THANK YOU   
● Special thanks to all who have made donations in 
support of our Sisterhood programming! 
● Thank you to Janet Lunsik for her kind donation to 
our Sisterhood! 
● Thank you to Miriam Goldberger for her generous 
donation to our Sisterhood! 
 
 

EDUCATION CORNER 

Thanksgiving and Jews 
by Dr. Susan Boldrey 

What if every day were “Thanksgiving”? 
What would that mean to each of us? 

 
In Judaism, the Pilgrims and pumpkin pie 

have not been traditionally on the radar!  Yet, for 
those who love pumpkin pie just as I do, there is 
indeed room for discussion!  As a learned 
woman, I will now differ with my own 
perspectives.   We know that there are strong 
connections between Judaism and Thanksgiving.  
The Pilgrims were Puritans, and they identified 
with the Israelites in the Bible.  How so?  Their 
quest for religious freedom felt like that of the 
Israelites leaving Egypt.  The King of England 
was their “Pharoah,” the Atlantic was their “Red 
Sea,” they were the “Israelites” and they were 
entering into a new covenant with G-d in the 
“Promised Land.” Many even had Hebrew names.  
Let’s explore how much of this is pertinent to us 
on the fourth Thursday of November? 

Moreover, we can recognize that the 
Pilgrims may have modeled Thanksgiving after 
Sukkot.  Both are autumn harvest festivals, and 
Sukkot has both an agricultural and historical 
importance.   Two Torah references call our 
attention to Sukkot as a “thanksgiving” moment.  

Sukkot is known as “chag ha’asif”, the festival of 
ingathering.  It’s also known as “z’man 
simchateinu.”  This is the time of OUR rejoicing 
as we continue to be thankful for our harvest.  “It 
is a mitzvah to rejoice before G-d for our 
bountiful harvest.”  {Rabbi Jonathan Sacks 
(1948-2020)} 

Focusing on thanks, let’s jump ahead to 
Pesach! One of my favorite songs is “Dayenu” 
which tells G-d “…it would have been enough…”. I 
love to go around the Seder table and ask each 
person to recount a special “Dayenu” moment.  
This sharing adds so much to our Jewish 
connection of “todah” and “thanksgiving.”   

As Jews we learn that each morning upon 
awakening, we can recite “Modeh/modah ani” 
which means “I give thanks.”  It’s curious that we 
thank before we even think!  In this prayer, the 
word “thank-you” comes before the word “I.”  
This shows how meaningful and even crucial it is 
to give thanks in our lives as Jews.   

To be a Jew is to be thankful!  We thank 
G-d before and after eating; we thank G-d in the 
“Shemoneh Esrei;”  we thank G-d when we recite 
“Hallel;” in Psalm 100 we recite “Mizmor L’Todah” 
(A Song of Thanks); “Baruch HaShem” is our way 
of thanking G-d for our health whenever 
someone inquires about our well-being.   

When I was a little girl, my Gramma and 
my Mom taught me the “Shehehiyanu”. 
These words had and still have tremendous 
power in my mind and in my heart each day.  I 
have added so many thanks to this special  
prayer throughout my life.  For me, this is my 
hakarat ha’tov – recognizing the good - and my 
todah rabah. 

I wish each of us and our dear ones our 
own special feelings of “thanks” each day…Amen! 

 

 

   
  Torah Fund 

by Rose-Lynn Jaffe –  
Torah Fund VP 

 

 
Yael Segev, Deputy Mayor and a principal and 
educator in Ofakim, Israel received her MA at 
Schechter Institute in Jerusalem. “At Schechter 
we learned about the different streams in Judaism. 
This is where religious pluralism came to life for 
me. I realized how crucial it is to build a strong 
Jewish identity curriculum within our school…”  
Your contribution to Torah Fund furthers the 
important work of our students and programs and 
helps ensure the future of the Jewish people.  


