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From the President’s Desk… 
 
 

           You might receive this bulletin in the midst of your Chanukah preparations or celebrations!  The 
Sisterhood will celebrate the holiday on December 1st  with a festive event featuring Lori Lippitz, leader of 
the Maxwell Street Klezmer Band.   
 To allow our members who winter in warmer climates to participate, our January and February 
programs will be held on Zoom.  Beth Sair, a passionate historian and retired educator, will present 
“Chicago’s Newest Murals” on January 5th (flyer enclosed).  We will visit the new ANU Museum in Tel 
Aviv for a live-online “highlights tour” in February.  Also check out the information below on our next Book 
Club review featuring “The Color of Love” by Marra Gad. 
 Our Chanukah Social Action Project was a huge success! We participated in the Holiday Gift 
Program which worked to fill the wish lists of the young clients of Jewish Child and Family Services. A 
special thank you to our Social Action Vice-President, Julie Weill, for organizing this event and to all of 
you who participated in this mitzvah. 
 Our Membership Committee is busy making phone calls. If you have not yet renewed your 
Sisterhood membership, please do so now so that you can take advantage of our wonderful programs. 
Also, please share your bulletin with your family members and friends and encourage them to join our 
Sisterhood. 

Wishing you all a Happy and Healthy 2022. 
 

B’Shalom!  Diane Rosenfeld 
 

Our Sisterhood is  
    an affiliate of 
 

Good and Welfare…  

 Refuah Shlema to Judith-Rae Ross. 
 Condolences to Shirley Lubowich on the 

passing of her son Kenneth Lubowich. 
 Condolences to the family and friends of Kay 

Friedman. 
 

TODAH RABAH ● תודה רבה ● THANK YOU   
● Thank you to Bobbie Levin for her generous 
donation in appreciation of the Sisterhood’s good 
wishes for her recent recovery. 
● Thank you to Ronia Gross for her kind donation with 
thanks for her birthday greetings. 
● Special thanks to all who have made donations in 
support of our Sisterhood programming! 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

         by Judy Arkin - Programming VP 

Wednesday, January 5th @ 1:00 p.m. 
Chicago’s Newest Murals 

Wednesday, February 2nd @ 1:00 p.m. 
ANU Museum in Tel Aviv 

 

Both programs will be on Zoom! 

News and Notes… 
Be a media mogul!  A $5 contribution makes you  

a sponsor of our Sisterhood Bulletin.     

Please mail your contributions to: 
        Judy Arkin c/o EHNTJC Sisterhood 
  4500 Dempster Street ● Skokie, IL   60076 

 
Our Media Moguls this month are: 

Esther Berman 
(with deep gratitude to everyone for their kindness  
and continuous support during Roger’s recovery), 

Joan Cook 
(in honor of the birthdays of my twin granddaughters— 
Jaimie Albert and Rikki Hopkins,  my grandson—Geoff 

Hopkins, and “Lucky Cook”), 
Fran Givertz 

(in memory of my father Costas Fotinos), 
Miriam Goldberger, 

Mickey Gordon 
(in honor of my grandchildren), 

Elaine Lampert 
(celebrating 50 years of marriage),  

Bobbie Levin, 
Esther Manewith 

(in honor of our grandchildren), 
Dori Marks, Ada Rabinowitz, 

Diane Rosenfeld 
(in honor of nephew David and grandchildren 

Josh, Avi, Zev, Ella, Max, Lexi, Jake and Ryan) 
and Judi Stein 

 



 

Our next BOOK CLUB will be on 
Wednesday, January 19th at 10:30 a.m. 

on ZOOM to discuss 
“The Color of Love” 

by Marra B. Gad 
 

Winner of the 2020 Midwest Book Award in 
Autobiography/Memoir, The Color of Love, by 
Marra B. Gad, recounts the journey of a mixed-race 
Jewish woman from adoption and prejudice to 
helping the members of her extended family who 
once shunned her. 

Marra B. Gad’s biological parents were a 
black man and a white, Jewish woman. In 1970, at 
three days old, she was adopted by a white, Jewish 
family in Chicago. For them, it was love at first 
sight—but the world was not ready for a family like 
theirs. In black spaces, Marra was considered “not 
black enough” and encountered anti-semitism. In 
Jewish spaces, she was mistaken for the help, 
asked to leave, or worse. She even faced racism 
within her own family. 
      Marra’s family cut ties with relatives who 
refused to accept her—including her once beloved 
and glamorous Great-Aunt Nette, who was like a 
“third-parent” to Marra’s mother. But after 15 years 
of estrangement, Marra discovered that Nette had 
Alzheimer’s, and that she was the only one able to 
reunite Nette with her family. Instead of revenge, 
Marra chose love, and watched as the disease 
erased her aunt’s racism, making space for a 
relationship that was never possible before. 
      The Color of Love  explores the idea 
of yerusha, which means “inheritance” in Yiddish, 
such an important concept that it was the original 
title of the book. At times heart-wrenching and 
heartwarming, this is a story about what you inherit 
from your family—identity, disease, melanin, hate, 
and most powerful of all, love. 
 

We hope you will join us for a lively discussion! 
 

Book Club Co-Chairs 
Elaine Lampert     (847)537-1240 

               Carol Gottlieb       (847)501-1896 
 

 

 

 

EDUCATION CORNER 

The Maccabees Did Not  
Invent Chanukah 

by Dr. Esther Javetz, Education VP 
The Maccabees fought the Hellenic forces 

inside (Hellenized Jews) and the Greek empire 
outside. Once they won, they wanted to bring 
back “classical” Judaism as they knew it. Where 
did they get an idea of Chanukah (=dedication)? 

The first time Chanukah is mentioned in 
the Bible is, when the tabernacle was established, 
the leaders of each tribe were invited to dedicate 
the altar there (Numbers, 7:10). 

The second time Chanukah is mentioned in 
the Bible is when King Solomon finished building 
the first temple in Jerusalem. He created the 
biggest celebration ever recorded in the Bible - 
dedication of the Temple that lasted 14 days! 
(Kings I, 8:63, and Chronicles II, 7:9). The reason 
that this Chanukah took so long was because it 
was 7 days of Sukkot + 7 days of extra celebration 
for the Temple. 

When the Maccabees won the rebellion 
against the Greek Empire, they created a dynasty 
that ruled Judea from 167 BCE to 37 BCE, which 
was an independent era for the Jewish people in 
their land; (that is why Chanukah is so 
emphasized in modern Israel). During the 
rebellion, Sukkot could not be celebrated, so they 
established a holiday (so Sukkot could be 
celebrated late) and also to remember what King 
Solomon did, when he started the practice of one 
Temple in Jerusalem. 

Why was Chanukah established as an 8-
day holiday? Well Sukkot is 7 days + Shemini 
Atzeret (the 8th concluding day). The other 
reason is Jewish symbolism: 7 is the symbol of 
creation and the natural order of things (7 days of 
creation, 7 years of agricultural cycles of earth 
etc.), while 8 is the symbol of the super-natural, 
the miraculous (circumcision at the 8th day, 
miraculous events are of 8 days-Passover and 
Chanukah). 

So, Chanukah was tied back to our 
tradition, and also signified a new beginning 
when the Maccabees won. Let’s revive the spirit 
of Chanukah! 
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