
The EHNTJC Men’s Club 
(and other sponsoring synagogues) 

Presents an Eight-Part Series… 

Jewish History from Biblical Times to Present 
Part One… 

“In Search of Ancient Israel: 
Historical Roots of the  

Biblical Narrative” 
Thursday, September 15, 2022  

7:30 PM CST via Zoom 
  
Gary A. Rendsburg, Distinguished Professor of Jewish Studies and History, 

Blanche and Irving Laurie Chair in Jewish History, Rutgers University  

 

A century and a half of archaeological exploration in Egypt and Israel has revealed more and more information 

about the origins of ancient Israel. Key elements include: the word ‘Israel’ inscribed on the Merneptah Stele (c. 1210 

B.C.E.); an Egyptian papyrus which refers to nomads from southern Canaan settling in the city of Pithom to escape 

famine in their land; small settlements in the central hill country of Canaan with a striking lack of pig bones; and 

much more. Join us as Professor Rendsburg weaves all of this documentation together, along with the relevant 

Biblical texts, in an effort to reconstruct earliest Israel in the historical and archaeological record. 

 

Gary A. Rendsburg serves as the Blanche and Irving Laurie Chair in Jewish History and holds the rank of 

Distinguished Professor in the Department of Jewish Studies at Rutgers University, New Jersey, U.S.A. His teaching 

and research focus on ‘all things ancient Israel’ – primarily language and literature, though also history and 

archaeology. His secondary interests include ancient Egypt, the Dead Sea Scrolls, and the Hebrew manuscript 

tradition. Prof. Rendsburg is the author of seven books and about 200 articles. His most recent book is ‘How the 

Bible Is Written’ (Hendrickson, 2019), with particular attention to the use of language to create literature. In 

addition, he has produced two series for the Great Courses program, one on ‘The Book of Genesis’ and one on ‘The 

Dead Sea Scrolls’. 

 
 

RSVP to bill@ehnt.org or 847-675-4141 
Reservation is required to receive a Zoom link.  The program is free of charge and open to all! 

Donations to offset program costs are always appreciated! 
 

This program is co-sponsored by participating members of a consortium of Jewish organizations, nationwide. 
 

mailto:bill@ehnt.org

