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Who were the most important religious figures in ancient Israel? Most people would probably say that the priests 
were. But they would be wrong. The main arena of religious life for most people in the biblical period was not the 
Jerusalem temple nor a regional shrine. Rather, it was the family household, and women were major figures in 
household religious activities. Those activities are largely invisible in the Bible with its focus on the priesthood and 
sacrifice. However, archaeological materials—and some fascinating ethnographic data—can reveal many aspects 
of women’s household religious culture and its meaning for the lives of ordinary ancient Israelites. 
 
Carol Meyers, the Mary Grace Wilson Professor Emerita of Religious Studies at Duke University, earned her AB 
with honors from Wellesley College and her MA and PhD from Brandeis University. She specializes in biblical 
studies, archaeology, and gender in the biblical world. A prolific scholar, she is the author of more than 450 articles, 
reports, reference-book entries, and reviews; and she has authored, co-authored, or edited twenty-three books, 
including Rediscovering Eve: Ancient Israelite Women in Context. She has co-directed several of Duke’s 
archaeological projects in Galilee and has been a frequent consultant for media productions dealing with the 
biblical world. She recently served as President of the Society of Biblical Literature, and currently she is a trustee 
of the Albright Institute of Archaeological Research in Jerusalem, the American Society of Overseas Research, and 
the Dead Sea Scrolls Foundation. 
 
 
 

RSVP to bill@ehnt.org or 847-675-4141 
Reservation is required to receive a Zoom link.  The program is free of charge and open to all! 

 
Donations to offset program costs are always appreciated! 

 
This program is co-sponsored by participating members of a consortium of Jewish organizations, nationwide. 
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