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Thursday   WELCOME TO ISRAEL!! 
16 March From Ben-Gurion Airport, we proceed directly to the Western Wall, the Kotel, 

in Jerusalem’s Old City. We will recite a Shehechiyanu and offer private 
prayers.   

 Lunch and a brief introduction to this “old-new” city before reaching our hotel 
for time to relax. 
  

Dinners and Four nights: Ramat Rachel Kibbutz Hotel, Jerusalem 
 

Friday    JERUSALEM OLD AND NEW  
17 March Breakfast each morning at hotel. Visit Jerusalem’s Jewish Quarter, walking 

upon ancient stones of the Cardo, the Roman marketplace. Walk the ramparts 
dating to the biblical reign of King Hezekiah.  
 

Kabbalat Shabbat on the Kibbutz. Shabbat dinner in the main dining room, 
followed by singing and time together in our private room.  
 

Saturday   SHABBAT MORNING                      
18 March Shabbat morning services at Har-El, a lovely Israeli Progressive congregation, 

followed by a relaxing kiddish with Har-El congregants.  
 

Rest during the afternoon or take a guided walking tour of Ramat Rachel, 
learning about kibbutz life. We will celebrate Havdalah on the Hass 
Promenade, overlooking Jerusalem. Group dinner in Jerusalem’s Music 
Square.  

 
Sunday   REMEMBERANCE AND RENEWAL                                         
19 March Yad Vashem, Israel’s renowned Holocaust museum. We will honor the 

memories of the six million and marvel at the many heroic acts of resistance. 
A pause at the Children’s Memorial; a walk along the Avenue of the Righteous.  

 

 Conversation about Israeli politics with Hebrew Union College professor 
Jeremy Leigh. 

 

 Free time for lunch in the Machane Yehudah open-air market.    
Hiking and strolling time in the hills of Jerusalem. 

    
Monday   HEAD NORTH! THE GALILEE                 
20 March   Driving north to Mount Carmel, we will visit the picturesque Zichron Yaakov, 

an early modern settlement, established in 1882 by Baron Edmond de 
Rothschild, founder of Carmel Winery. We’ll enjoy local wines!  
 

By the Kinneret – Sea of Galilee – we will visit the graves of iconic Zionist 
pioneers like Naomi Shemer, the “first lady of Israeli song,” Rachel the 
Poetess, Zionist-Marxist philosopher Ber Borochov, and others.  

 

   End the day with a boat ride on the Kinneret.   

Dinners & Two nights: Hagoshrim Nature Hotel  
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Tuesday   SPIRITUALITY, SERENITY, SECURITY                                     
21 March Morning walk in the Tel Dan Nature Reserve, the most important source for 

the Jordan River, fed by the melting snows of Mt Hermon.  
 

Then, we’re off to Safed, birthplace of Kabbala. We’ll meander through narrow 
alleys that lead to artists’ quarters and centuries-old synagogues.   
  

Traditional vegetarian lunch within a Druze community.  
 

Later, at Israel’s northern border, we will learn about some of Israel’s security 
challenges. Optional off-road Jeep ride in the Golan Heights.  

 
Wednesday  THE LOWEST PLACE ON EARTH                                    
22 March From the heights to the lowest place on Earth. We travel south through the 

Jordan Valley by Qumran, site of the caves where the Dead Sea scrolls were 
discovered.  

 

Masada: Hike or ride the cable car to King Herod's mountain-top fortress. 
Masada was the last stronghold of the Jewish Zealots against Rome.  

 

The Dead Sea: Not a lot lives within it; but it’s a lot of fun to float upon it!  
 

We then head further south, deeper into the Negev Desert.  
Dinner & Overnight: Ramon Inn, Mizpe Ramon. 

  
Thursday   WONDERS OF THE DESERT        
March 23 The Machtesh Ramon, the Ramon Crater. Early morning opportunity to walk 

desert trails.  
 

We will learn about astronaut Ilan Ramon, who perished in the space shuttle 
Columbia tragedy at the outstanding Ramon Visitors Center.  
 

Then, Sde Boker! David Ben-Gurion -- Israel’s brilliant, worldly, world-
renown, head-standing, wild-haired, diminutive first prime minister -- retired 
to this modest home in the Negev. He is buried here as well. 
 

Then, by Beer Sheva we will meet with Ethiopian-Israelis and, experiencing a 
traditional coffee ceremony, discuss the challenges and triumphs of Ethiopian 
Jewry in Israel.  
 

And then we drive to… 
    
Friday    TEL AVIV, ONE OF THE HAPPIEST CITIES IN THE WORLD!           
24 March Plenty of time for chatting in cafes, taking strolls, and more. 
 

We will check out Old Jaffa’s art galleries and lively flea market.  
 

We will walk the Independence Trail and learn about the remarkably inspiring 
journey that led to the establishment of the Jewish State in 1948.  
 

A graffiti tour to illuminate contemporary issues and Israeli creativity.  
 

Up-tempo musical Kabbalat Shabbat at Beit Tifilah congregation.  
 

Shabbat dinner together at the hotel where we stay two nights.   
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Saturday   THE MAGIC OF TEL AVIV                                                 
25 March   Various options for Shabbat morning services. Free time to explore or rest 

until a joyful Havdalah and festive dinner. 
 
Sunday   FAREWELL                                                                
 26 March    Early morning check-out, and onward to Ben Gurion Airport. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Limitations of Responsibility. 

 

Lake Shore Travel acts only as a booking agent for cruise lines, hotels, airlines, air charters, bus companies, 

ground transportation, boat purveyors or owners and other independent contractors providing 

accommodations, transportation and other services (“suppliers”). We are not the source or provider of travel 

services. Each supplier is an independent entity with its own management. Lake Shore Travel does not control 

any supplier. Each supplier whose names appears in travel documentation is responsible for the travel services 

purchased. 

Each supplier’s terms are in their documents or websites. Bookings are accepted by Lake Shore Travel as agent 

for the travel suppliers on your itinerary. Transportation, accommodations and other services provided by sea, 

ground, and air travel suppliers are on the terms in the tickets, exchange orders or vouchers issued by them 

and/or their suppliers. These include terms in their websites. 

Travel Documentation. You are responsible to assure that all passports and visas required for your trip have 

been obtained, and your passport is valid for at least six months beyond the completion date of your trip. LAKE 

SHORE TRAVEL IS NOT AND WILL NOT BE LIABLE FOR DELAY OR DENIAL OF ENTRY OR EXIT DUE TO 

LACK OF REQUIRED TRAVEL DOCUMENTS.  Passport copies are required to confirm international air 

reservations. 

Payment. Full payment is due prior to departure according to the terms of each supplier (airline, hotel, cruise 

line, transfer company, sightseeing operators, and other travel service vendors) involved in your travel. If full 

payment is not received by the due date, reservations are subject to cancellation penalties. 

For complete terms and conditions of Lake Shore travel please visit our website at 

https://lakeshoretravel.com/terms-and-conditions/ 
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