
Koleinu – “Our Voice” 
Join us for a lively and spirited musical Shabbat led 
by Rabbi Jeffrey Weill and the Koleinu Band. 

In-person & Virtual! 
 

March 1st  
April 5th  
7:30 p.m. Service 
All are welcome! 
 
Check the weekly e-Byte for the zoom link! 
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Dear Friends, 
 
We plan, we give, we build.   
 
That could have been the mantra of the ancient Israelites when they constructed the Mishkan, their wilderness 
tabernacle, which we are reading about now, as we approach the conclusion of the Book of Exodus in our Torah 
reading cycle. 
 
The Israelites planned by delegating responsibilities to those with skills to do what needed to be done to create 
the Mishkan. The Israelites gave, with willing hearts, the material needed for the Mishkan. And then they got busy 
building.  
 
“We plan, we give, we build” could be our mantra too. We plan. Our lay and professional leadership is in a perpetual 
state of considering options to secure a happy future for EHNT. We give. Just as the Israelites, with heartfelt 
generosity, contributed to building the Mishkan, we ought to do the same. Generosity is crucial for any 
congregation to thrive. And we build by producing a constant stream of services, classes, and programs: grand 
productions like the upcoming Purim Shpiel, Ghosts of Purim; freylich services like Koleinu and Shabbat Ruach; 
and meaningful classes, liked Pirkei Avot and Torah This Week.  
 
The Mishkan existed for the entire Israelite community. EHNT exists for us all. It is our home for meaningful 
Jewish living. Thank you for being part of our Mishkah. 
 
In Friendship, 
Rabbi Jeffrey Weill 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ezra-Habonim, the Niles Township Jewish Congregation 
4500 Dempster Street, Skokie, IL 60076 • 847-675-4141 • FAX 847-675-0327 • www.ehnt.org 

Shabbat Ruach 
Join us for an inspiring musical Erev Shabbat 
service guaranteed to enliven your ruach (spirit) 
and uplift your soul led by Cantor Daniel Gale. 

In-person & Virtual! 

March 15th  
April 19th  
7:30 p.m. Service 
All are welcome! 
 
Check the weekly e-Byte for the zoom link! 

 



 
 
 

  

 
 

Purim and Pesach – Deliverances of a Different Kind 
 
Beginning with Moses’ miraculous vision of God at the Burning Bush, the Torah chronicles 
the Exodus story as from Moses’ confrontations with Pharaoh, through the visitation of the 
Ten Plagues upon the Egyptians. And finally, as we read some weeks ago on Shabbat 
Beshalach (or Shabbat Shirah), the Exodus story comes to its miraculous conclusion with the parting of the Yam 
Suf, the Sea of Reeds, through which the Hebrews pass, and are delivered to freedom. Truly, this is a story of great 
miracles, a story of “signs and wonders”. The deliverance from Egyptian slavery comes about by God’s acting in 
history on behalf of the Jewish people. We read that it is God, and “not a ministering angel” who delivers the 
Israelites from slavery to freedom, from darkness to light.   
 
In the celebration of Purim, however, we read of an entirely different kind of deliverance. Purim celebrates the 
redemption of the Jews of Persia from the hand of a would-be oppressor, Haman, who contrived to have all the 
Jews of Persia killed.  The Megillah - which our Religious School will present in a musical Family Service on Saturday 
evening, March 23 and which will be chanted in full at Sunday minyan the following day - tells the story of Queen 
Esther and her uncle Mordechai, whose heroic actions on behalf of their people saved the Jews from disaster. (Of 
course, you can also get a more contemporary take on the Megillah by attending EHNTJC’s Purim Shpiel, Ghosts 
of Purim, on March 9, 10, 16, and 17.)  
 
Unlike the Exodus story which is replete with references God’s miracles on behalf of the Jewish people, Megillat 
Esther contains not a single reference to God. Indeed, the story of Purim unfolds without a single documented act 
of divine intervention on behalf of the Jews of Shushan.  A very different deliverance indeed than the Exodus story 
in which God tells the Hebrews slaves “I will free you…and deliver you…I will redeem you...I will take you to be My 
people”.   
 
Why such radically different stories of deliverance and redemption? One way to understand the differences 
between Exodus and Purim stories as an expression of the spiritual and theological growth of our people. Purim 
teaches us that we must wean ourselves from the God of the Exodus. We must look to ourselves, and not to “signs 
and wonders” or an “outstretched hand” during times of difficulty and need. In Megillat Esther, we learn that while 
God may no longer act directly on our behalf -- at least not as obviously and directly as in the past – God still works 
through us in our daily lives. God can be present in our own actions. And any one of us, every one of us, can become 
an Esther or Mordechai – an instrument of God, for good and not evil, for life and not death. 
 
Shalom, 
Cantor Gale  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Appointment of Agent 
For Sale of Chametz 

I/We____________________________________ hereby authorize you to act as an agent to sell any chametz that 
may be in our possession, wherever it may be, at home, place of business, car or elsewhere, in accordance with 
Jewish law. I/We understand that any chametz in my/our possession will not be mine/ours from Monday, April 
22, 2024 beginning at sundown through Tuesday, April 30, 2024 ending at sundown. 
 

Name____________________________________ 
Address__________________________________ 
Signature_________________________________ 
 

I/We enclose $______________ for tzedakah payable to EHNTJC. All donations received will be forwarded to Maot 
Chitim. 



 

 

                   

 
Dear Synagogue Family: 
 
Spring is almost here and that means Purim is coming. 
 
This year’s Purim Shpiel, "Ghosts of Purim,” is truly special! You will be enthralled and 
entertained by our 15th annual shpiel, performed by a stellar group of actors, singers 
and dancers from our synagogue and beyond. 
 
This is an important fundraiser for our congregation, but it’s also a unique and fun-filled experience that you won't 
want to miss! Mark your calendars for performances on March 9, 10, 16 or 17. If you can’t make it in person, you 
can purchase tickets to watch it virtually.  
 
As we gear up for this exciting event, we can't help but reflect on the absence of one of our most enthusiastic 
supporters, Rabbi Neil Brief. Though he is no longer with us, his spirit and dedication will forever remain ingrained 
in the fabric of our synagogue. We honor his memory and cherish the impact he made on us all. 
 
Your support is crucial to make this event a resounding success. Please participate by buying tickets, attending, 
and inviting your friends. This year we also will have a raffle. Raffle tickets will be available on the day of each 
performance, there will be four separate drawings. Let's make this fundraiser an event to remember, filled with 
laughter, joy, and the spirit of giving. 
 
Together, we can ensure the continued vibrancy of our synagogue. See you at "Ghosts of Purim"! 
 
Warm regards, 
Shelley Sutker-Dermer 
  

Mazel Tov to… 
…Idelle Peaceman on the birth of her great-granddaughter, Yael Hason, born on December 17th. 
…Dolly & Bob Zavell on the engagement of their grandson Ben to Tamar Dallal. 
…Deanna Shoss & Geno Bonaventura on the engagement of their son Lucca Bonaventura. 
…Ed & Lillian Cohen on the birth of their grandson, Arlo Edward Cohen, born on December 26th. 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
…Shelley Sutker-Dermer & Ken Dermer for sponsoring the Oneg Shabbat on January 19th in honor of the 
installation of the new 2024 Board of Trustees. 
…Barry Dolins for sponsoring the Kiddush luncheon on January 27th in honor of what would’ve been his 
father Max’s 101st birthday and his mother Roslyn’s 100th birthday. 
…Rabbi Victor Weissberg for sponsoring the Kiddush luncheon on February 10th in honor of what would’ve 
been his and Tamar’s 72nd wedding anniversary. 
…Beth Farber for sponsoring the Kiddush luncheon on February 17th in honor of her trip to Israel. 



 
 
 

  

  



 

 

                   

 
  



 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

                   

  

MEN’S CLUB NEWS 
Gary Merrill – EHNTJC Men’s Club President 

 
The Men’s Club has a lot going on and coming up.  Can you say BINGO?  Well that time is coming up again and 
the Men’s Club will be hosting BINGO on April 7th.  Watch the e-byte for more details.   
 
Another event that the Men’s Club has coming up is a day at the ball park.  The Chicago Dogs, a minor league 
baseball team whose home stadium is in Rosemont, is having a Faith Day on June 2nd.   Come on out yourself 
or with the family for a day of fun, you will get to walk on the field, interact with the players, participate in a 
parade around the field, and then watch the game.  Details are forthcoming.   
 
Also we will continue to have our virtual events as well as some special panel discussions, a miniature golf 
outing, and the Men’s Club Shabbat will be on June 29th.  
 
If you’re not already a member or you need to renew your membership we look forward to hearing from you.  
Dues are only $36.00 for the year. To all of our current members thank you.  We want to hear from you and the 
things that you would like to see.  

 



 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

                   

  



 
 
 

  

  



 

 

                   

  



 
 
 

  

In Loving Memory 
 

If you wish to honor the memory of a dear 
one, a memorial plaque would be a most fitting, 
traditional and dignified remembrance.  

Each memorial plaque, bearing the name and 
yahrzeit date, is mounted in the Memorial Alcove in 
our chapel.  On the day of the yahrzeit, your loved 
one’s name is listed on a tablet in the chapel alcove. 

For more information or to order a plaque, 
contact Bill Gerber in the synagogue office. 

 

The following memorial plaques have  
recently been dedicated in the chapel: 

 

Helene Berman Levy 
Barbara Levy Zander 

 

by Ellen Levy 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

  

EHNTJC offers heartfelt 
condolences to… 

 

Allen & Sherry Petlin on the loss of their 
son, Adam Petlin. 

  

Manny (Mary) Schenk on the loss of his 
brother-in-law, Paul Shrader. 

 

The Family of Rabbi Neil Brief. 
 

Esther Berman on the loss of her husband, 
Roger Berman. 

 

Evie Ruebner on the loss of her husband, 
Rabbi Ralph Ruebner.  

 

May G-d comfort them among the 
mourners of Zion and Jerusalem. 

 
 

Share Your Joy or Honor a Loved One 
Dedicate a leaf on the  
Tree of Life sculpture 

in the synagogue lobby. 
 

Call Bill Gerber in the office.  
 

 
 

     

 

 

Our great funds to donate to: 
 

BELLA BRIEF FUND – This fund is used by our Rabbi to schedule 

programs and guest speakers for the congregation. 

 

BIMA FUND – This fund provides financial support for our clergy, 

daveners, layning and accompanists. 

  

CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND – This fund is designated for the Cantor’s 

use to benefit the congregation’s musical programs. 
 

VIVIAN CHANNON SOCIAL ACTION/TZEDAKAH FUND – This 

fund is used for social action and/or tzedakah projects for people in need 

and disasters in the world. 

 

CONGREGATION FUND – This fund is used by the congregation for 

general operating expenses. 

 

GEMILITH CHESED – LOTTE GRUEN FUND – This fund 

confidentially assists needy members of the congregation. Funds are 

awarded by a committee. 

 

HERMAN GREENBAUM CAMP RAMAH FUND – This fund assists 

needy members of the congregation to attend Camp Ramah. The 

scholarships are awarded by a committee. 

  

HILLMAN LIBRARY FUND – This fund is used to purchase books 

and materials for the congregation’s library. 

 

GERALD MELTON SIMCHA FUND – This fund provides support of 

our Onegs and receptions – donations can commemorate a special event 

or simcha. 

 

PRAYER BOOK FUND – This fund is used to purchased prayer books 

and Chumashim. Bookplates are inscribed and placed in the front of 

purchased books. ($25 minimum donation) 

 

RABBI’S SPECIAL FUND – This fund is designated for the Rabbi’s 

use at his discretion to promote the synagogue, for education or 

charitable organizations. 

 

STEVE & MARGRIT REICH RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND -  

This fund provides confidential support to families who need 

scholarships for their children to attend our Religious School. It also 

helps the school to underwrite needed projects. 

 

JUDGE JACK & JOANNE STEIN RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

EDUCATION FUND – This fund is used for the Religious School as 

needed with the approval of the Religious Education Committee. 
 

RUBIN/LEVETON CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND – This fund assists 

children of the congregation to attend Jewish-oriented summer camps 

(other than Camp Ramah). The scholarships are awarded by a 

committee. 

 

AVRAHM STAMPFER FUND – This fund assists member children 

who will be going on sponsored trips to Israel. Scholarships are awarded 

by a committee.  
 

TALCOTT/LEVIN YOUTH ACTIVITIES FUND – This fund is used 

for youth activities and programs with the approval of the Youth 

Activities Committee. 

 



 

 

                   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Susan Agate Jordan Hecktman Shirley Michaelson 
Michael Baron Brian Jablo Joan Olson 
Ellen Bero Norton Josephson Beryl Rabinowitz 
William Claver Seth Klein Andy Reich 
Dalia Davidson Arthur Klowden Benjamin Rontal 
Oren Davidson Jack Lauwasser Arona Sarfatty 
Stav Davidson Audrey Levin Francine Schulman 
Dani Dragon Rabbi Shlomo Levine Larry Sklar 
Bonnie Feinberg Paulette Levy Flora Steigman 
Carol Friedlander Harvey Mantel Benjamin Summers 
Tamara Glassburg Neil Mermelstein Nina Summers 
Fran Givertz Gary Merrill Adrienne Tanner 
Carol Gottlieb  George Urban 
Alan Harris  Bob Zavell 
   
   
   
   
   

 

Sally Brown-Winter Lee Golden Hayden Reich 
Joel Cohen Mickey Gordon Tyler Reich 
Macey Dachman Mark Gruen David Richmond 
Charles Davidson Arica Hirsch Judith-Rae Ross 
Ken Dermer Bruce Hoffen Marlene Singer 
David Eisenberg Rose-Lynn Jaffe Earl Strum 
Alan Farkas Esther Manewith Renee Strum 
Fred Fenig Debbie Novoselsky Neal Toback 
Howard Frank Jamie Pawlan Trudy Turner 
Adie Fuchs Ray Pershing Lila Weltman 
 Sarah Rabens  
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 

March Birthdays April Birthdays 

Let’s Celebrate!! 

Zahava & Fred Fenig Mary & Manny Schenk 
Stephanie & Casey Jensen Rachel & Van Schwab 
Sandy & Ken Kaiz Irina Pechenik & Mark Shukhman 
Shirley & Jeff Michaelson Janice & David Solovy 
Sherry & Benjamin Rontal  
  

 

March Anniversaries 

Robyn Weinstein & Ed Bettenhausen 
Shaynee & Michael Lichtenstein 
Dori & Joel Marks 
Anita & Daryl Mittelman 
Debbie & Henry Novoselsky 

 

April Anniversaries 

Have a Simcha? 
Call the office if you would like to sponsor a Kiddush luncheon in honor of a 

birthday or anniversary or to make a donation to the  

Gerald Melton Simcha Fund. This fund provides support of our Onegs and 

receptions. Donations can commemorate a special event or simcha.
 



 
 
 

  

 

 

 

                                                                                                  

                       
                 
                                 

 

 
              
        
                             

 

                   
 

           
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
      
 
                                        

                        
 

 
 
 
 

                                       
                                    
                                 
                                             

 

 

 

 

 

Ezra-Habonim, the Niles Township Jewish Congregation 

 BELLA BRIEF LECTURESHIP FUND     IN MEMORY OF 

Fern & Michael Ellison              Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Veronika & George Urban              Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

 
BIMA FUND        IN MEMORY OF 

Veronika & George Urban                   Josh Little 

 

BIMA FUND            IN HONOR OF 

Dana Mitchell                                Ralph Ruebner’s z”l 80th birthday 

 

CANTOR’S MUSIC FUND           IN HONOR OF 

Jerry Salzberg & Liz Howard                                  general donation 

 

V. CHANNON SOCIAL ACTION/TZEDAKAH FUND 

                                                                                    IN MEMORY OF 

Judi & Alex Stein                Stuart Levin 
 

CONGREGATION FUND                     IN MEMORY OF 

Ruth & Carl Alterman         Rabbi Neil Brief 

Rich Alvarado                               Stuart Levin 

Robert “Bob” Frank 

Josh Little 

Alona Anspach            my loved ones’ yahrzeits 

Judy Arkin                    Josh Little 

Sara & Chuck Aron              Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Stanley Bakshy                         Rabbi Neil Brief 

Barbara Barnett and Henry Rosenbaum                 Rabbi Neil Brief 

Naomi & Mort Becker         Rabbi Neil Brief 

Shirley & Victor Becker         Rabbi Neil Brief 

Marilyn Benjamin          Rabbi Neil Brief 

Emily & Gerald Berendt              Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Bobbie & Barry Berkowitz         Rabbi Neil Brief 

Harriet Berland                                                             Albert Berland 

Esther Berman                Stuart Levin 

Elaine Blaustein            Irvin Blaustein 

Bette Blumenthal                                                        Rabbi Neil Brief 

                                                                                         Roger Berman 

Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Bette Blumenthal and Family                    beloved mother, Ilse Bliss 

Marsha Brody                        Merton B. Brody 

Judy & Larry Brown                                                  Rabbi Neil Brief 

Robin Cember          Rabbi Neil Brief 

Dr. Herman Cember 

Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Eunice & Michael Chernoff              Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Marilyn Chiappe          Rabbi Neil Brief 

Linda Chizewer         Harold Chizewer 

Rabbi Neil Brief 

Amy & Bruce Claver                       Marty Lubowich 

Rabbi Neil Brief 

Lillian & Ed Cohen         Rabbi Neil Brief 

Roger Berman 

Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Joan Cook                                                                       Roger Berman 

Vivian Coretz                                     Alfred Riederman 

Sandi Cowen              Dennis Cowen 

Roger Berman 

Leslie & Jeff Cunix            Mildred Lazar 

Marley & Jonathan Cyrluk                                          Roger Berman 

Grace & Phil Dickler              Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Phyllis Dickstein             Roger Berman 

Barbara & Herbert Dorfman                                     Margaret Graff 

Howard Graff 

Felice Eckhouse & Stephen Hutnick        Michael Cember 

Bernie Eggener               Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Glenda Elam                  Jerry Gross 

Ruth & Ian Fingerman            Roger Berman 

 

 

 

 CONGREGATION FUND                              IN MEMORY OF cont’d. 

Judith & Seymour Fleischman                                          Stuart Levin 

Linda Fox            Rabbi Neil Brief 

Judy Frank                 Esther Rubin 

Cyril Rubin 

Fred Frankston            Rabbi Neil Brief 

Carol Friedlander                  Joanne Stein 

                                                                  Josh Little 

 Stuart Levin 

Rabbi Neil Brief 

Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Adrienne & Irwin Friedman                                               Harry Stern 

Joanie Friedman, Mark Applebaum and 

     Charlotte Applebaum                                              Rabbi Neil Brief 

Bill Gerber                   Adam Petlin 

Michael Cember 

Roger Berman 

Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Bill and Joel Gerber           Rabbi Neil Brief 

beloved mother, Shirley Gerber 

beloved great-aunt, Rebecca Sacks 

Ellen & David Gibbs           Rabbi Neil Brief 

Julie & David Glen           Rabbi Neil Brief 

Melissa Coretz Goemann           Rabbi Neil Brief 

Dina & Barry Goldberg                Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Harline Goldberg                Ken Goldberg 

Rabbi Neil Brief 

Mitchell Goldberg            Rabbi Neil Brief 

Gail, Steve and Rick Gordon                                       Rabbi Neil Brief 

David Gottfried                                                             Rabbi Neil Brief 

Luisita Mariano Graff          Howard L. Graff 

Dr. Josephine Mariano 

Fortunata Mariano 

Fran Green            Rabbi Neil Brief 

Ronia Gross                                          beloved brother, Amnon Dallal 

Sol Gross 

Davida & Norman Grossman                          Rose and Meyer Singer 

Isadore Grossman 

Rabbi Neil Brief 

Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Judy & Alan Harris                Ralph Harris 

Josh Little 

Joyce L. Harris 

Bernice Harris 

Rabbi Neil Brief 

Judy & Alan Harris and Family                                    Roger Berman 

Ronald Heftman                                                        Harry N. Heftman 

Amyra & Ken Henry           Rabbi Neil Brief 

Richard Hirsh                                                                Rabbi Neil Brief 

Rachel Hunt                              Rabbi Neil Brief and in support of his 

granddaughter, Naomi Warren 

Rosalie Isaacson            Rabbi Neil Brief 

Irwin Kahn                                                  beloved father, Leon Kahn 

Laurie Kassel            Rabbi Neil Brief 

Judith & Gordon Kopp                   Sol and Sylvia Kopp 

Joshua Koppel            Rabbi Neil Brief 

Pat & Charles Kriesberg           Rabbi Neil Brief 

Gayle Landy                                       beloved husband, Jerome Landy 

Lillian & Herbert Lang           Rabbi Neil Brief 

Leah Lazere                                     beloved brother, Meyer Auerbach 

beloved father, Nathan Auerbach 

beloved mother, Esther Auerbach 

Bruce Lederman            Rabbi Neil Brief 

Linda & Elliott Lenoff           Rabbi Neil Brief 

Dr. Roberto & Beatriz Levi and Family  Sarita Sterin Chichelnitzky 

Bobbie Levin              Irving H. Levin 

   Josh Little 

     

  

   



 

 

                   
Ezra-Habonim, the Niles Township Jewish Congregation 

  
CONGREGATION FUND             IN MEMORY OF cont’d. 

Bobbie Levin             Rabbi Neil Brief 

Ray Levin             Rabbi Neil Brief 

Seymour Lipton            Rabbi Neil Brief 

David Lowenthal            Rabbi Neil Brief 

Evelyn Lowenthal            Rabbi Neil Brief 

Shirley Lubowich                                                          Hyman Abrams 

Arthur Lubowich 

Rabbi Neil Brief 

Esther & Bob Manewith          Barney Lieberman 

Tobey Manewith 

Syd Mandel 

Lena Bankendorf 

Karen Sue Isonhart 

                  Frieda Coble 

Herman Manewith 

Sylvia Margolies      Lee F. Roth 

Louis Roth 

Dori & Joel Marks                                beloved mother, Roslyn Marks 

beloved father, Milton Marks 

beloved mother, Shirley Gross 

Margot Marx                  Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Lee & Robert Matanky                 Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Jeffrey Meyerowitz       Wayne Meyerowitz 

Kenneth Meyers         Bertelle K. Meyers 

Bertram D. Meyers 

Elyssa Meyers 

Rabbi Neil Brief 

Shirley & Jeff Michaelson                                                Bernard Mich 

Sam Smith 

Gary Minkus               Milton Minkus 

Sandy Minkus 

Anita & Daryl Mittelman                 Wolf Sitzman 

Jacob Baum 

Lynne Morse                  Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Miffie & Sy Nagorsky                  Stuart Levin 

Marika Nissan                Roger Berman 

Joan Olson                  Melvyn Fogel 

Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Denise & Greg Palmer                           Rabbi Neil Brief 

Aviva Patt                  Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Idelle Peaceman      Max Narter 

Raymond Pershing          Annette Pershing 

Sharon Klepper 

Rosalie & Norm Persky                                                  Dorothy Persky 

Leo Berman 

Rabbi Neil Brief 

Carla & Allan Price                                                       Rabbi Neil Brief 

Roger Berman 

Saralee & Manny Price                  Stuart Levin 

Sarah & Seymour Rabens                                                Fay Pusstelnik 

Rubin Burnstein 

Ada & Beryl Rabinowitz                   Adam Petlin 

              Paul Shrader 

Rabbi Neil Brief 

Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Debbie & Stewart Reich                                                        Else Servos 

Max Ries 

Herman Metzger 

Otto Sommers 

Paul Shrader 

Rabbi Neil Brief 

Roger Berman 

Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Debbie & Stewart Reich and Family                Inez Oehrlein 

Deborah Rheinstrom            Rabbi Neil Brief 

Evie & Rabbi Ralph z”l Ruebner                   Edgar Rose 

 

CONGREGATION FUND            IN MEMORY OF cont’d. 

Evie & Rabbi Ralph z”l Ruebner                                          Josh Little 

dear uncle, Ernest David 

Celia Strauss 

Deborah Schechter           Michael Cember 

Mary & Manny Schenk                                                     Paul Shrader 

Robert Ashen 

Rabbi Neil Brief 

Francine & Steve Schulman           Rabbi Neil Brief 

Roger Berman 

Ronald Schultz               Roger Berman 

Barbara Schwartz                   Annette Ritz 

Rabbi Neil Brief 

Dr. Stan & Claire Shulman          beloved uncle, Sam Levitt 

beloved father, Edward I. Shulman 

beloved aunt, Rose Beckenstein 

beloved father, Frank Tarschis 

beloved father, Lewis Marenberg 

Esther Siver & Janet Terry                     Sara Siver 

Rabbi Neil Brief 

Cheryl & Larry Sklar      Josh Little 

Rabbi Neil Brief 

Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Roger Berman 

Robin & Barry Springer           Rabbi Neil Brief 

Renee & Earl Strum                 Sylvia Blivas 

Rabbi Neil Brief 

Cindy & Scott Taylor           Rabbi Neil Brief 

Cynthia & Neal Toback                                                    Anne Toback 

Bette Rosen 

Anita Toback 

Harold Becker 

Rabbi Neil Brief 

Susan Kaplan-Toch & Uri Toch          Rabbi Neil Brief 

Veronika & George Urban            Gabriela Urban 

Gabriela Glück 

Alfred Glück 

Roger Berman 

the victims of the October 7th attack 

Ram Villivalam            Rabbi Neil Brief  

Laurie & Larry Wasserman          Rabbi Neil Brief 

Michael Weinstein                                beloved father, Alex Weinstein 

Jodi & Daniel Weiss                  Stuart Levin 

Rabbi Victor Weissberg         Tamar Weissberg  

Rabbi Victor Weissberg and Family                 Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Nancy Wise                  Alex Frankel 

Susan Wishnick            Rabbi Neil Brief 

Dori & Phil Wolgel          Nathan Orlofsky 

Emanuel Wolgel 

Naomi & David Zajic          Marty Lubowich 
 

CONGREGATION FUND             IN HONOR OF 

Lillian & Ed Cohen           a speedy recovery to Neil Gurevitz 

Joan Cook              Shoshana Dorman and Bruce Braverman 

Felice Eckhouse & Stephen Hutnick           Robin Cember’s birthday 

Ralph Ruebner’s z”l 80th birthday 

Judy & Howard Frank                   Ralph Ruebner’s z”l 80th birthday 

Carol Friedlander           general donation 

Carol & Ron Jesselson      the wonderful programs at EHNTJC 

Bobbie Levin            Ralph Ruebner’s z”l 80th birthday 

Debbie Dragon’s birthday 

Bill Gerber’s birthday 

Annabel Levine’s birthday 

Laurie Wasserman’s birthday 

Cantor Daniel Gale’s birthday 

Bob Manewith’s birthday 

Jeanette Sigler’s birthday 

Jill Todres’ birthday 

 

 

 



 
 
 

  

Ezra-Habonim, the Niles Township Jewish Congregation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We are deeply moved and profoundly grateful 
for the outpouring of love, support, and kindness 
we have received following the passing of our 
beloved father, Rabbi Neil Brief. Your heartfelt 
condolences, comforting words, and thoughtful 
gestures have provided us with immense 
comfort during this difficult time. 

Family of Rabbi Neil Brief z"l 

 

 

CONGREGATION FUND             IN HONOR OF cont’d. 

Bobbie Levin                                                    Dolly Zavell’s birthday 

 Jackie and Jack Lauwasser’s 5th wedding anniversary 

Renee Lubowich                             Shirley Lubowich’s 96th birthday 

Margot Marx          Ralph Ruebner’s z”l 80th birthday 

Sheila Meyer            Shoshana Dorman and Bruce Braverman 

Joan Olson          Ralph Ruebner’s z”l 80th birthday 

Norman Gelfand’s birthday 

Bill Gerber’s birthday 

Ada & Beryl Rabinowitz                                 Idelle Peaceman’s new 

great-granddaughter, Yael Hason 

Debbie & Stewart Reich         Henry Rosenbaum’s special birthday 

Ralph Ruebner’s z”l 80th birthday 

Idelle Peaceman’s new great-granddaughter, Yael Hason 

         a speedy recovery to Neil Gurevitz 

  Grace Dickler’s special birthday 

Renée Repkin                              a speedy recovery to Erika Trujillo 

Dr. Stan & Claire Shulman                          Rabbi Jeffrey Weill and  

Cantor Daniel Gale 

Laurie & Larry Wasserman          Bobbie Levin’s birthday 
 

GEMILUTH CHESED—LOTTE GRUEN FUND IN MEMORY OF 

Rob Festenstein               Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Bobbie Levin               Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Shaynee & Michael Lichtenstein                       Rabbi Neil Brief 

Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Evie Lowenthal               Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

 

GEMILUTH CHESED—LOTTE GRUEN FUND     IN HONOR OF 

Fern & Michael Ellison                Ralph Ruebner’s z”l 80th birthday 

Shaynee & Michael Lichtenstein                        Ralph Ruebner’s z”l  

                                                                                            80th birthday 
 

GERALD MELTON SIMCHA FUND      IN MEMORY OF 

Glenda Elam                  Jerry Gross 

Marsha & Richard Newman                       Rabbi Neil Brief 
 

GERALD MELTON SIMCHA FUND          IN HONOR OF 

Bill Gerber    Dorette Klein’s 90th birthday 

Shelley Korey’s 75th birthday 

Henry Rosenbaum’s special birthday 

Grace Dickler’s special birthday 

Bill and Joel Gerber                     Ralph Ruebner’s z”l 80th birthday 

Jackie and Jack Lauwasser’s 5th wedding anniversary 

Idelle Peaceman’s new great-granddaughter, Yael Hason 

Linda & Elliott Lenoff                          Jackie and Jack Lauwasser’s 

5th wedding anniversary 

Bobbie Levin                                          Jackie and Jack Lauwasser’s 

5th wedding anniversary 

Marsha & Richard Newman                Jackie and Jack Lauwasser’s 

5th wedding anniversary 

Idelle Peaceman’s new great-granddaughter, Yael Hason 

Grace Dickler’s special birthday 

Barry Dolins’ 75th birthday 

Jeanette Sigler’s 55th birthday 

 

PRAYER BOOK FUND       IN MEMORY OF                                                                                            

The Stephen L. Baum Family                                   Dr. Stuart Levin 

Roger Berman 

Glenda Elam                  Jerry Gross 

Mickey Gordon                                                           Esther Walanka 

Marsha & Richard Newman                                     Rabbi Neil Brief 

Roger Berman 

Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

 

RABBI EMERITUS FUND       IN MEMORY OF 

Joan Cook          Rabbi Neil Brief 

EHNTJC Men’s Club         Rabbi Neil Brief 

 

 

 
 

RABBI EMERITUS FUND                            IN MEMORY OF cont’d. 

EHNTJC Sisterhood           Rabbi Neil Brief 

Nina & David Richman                                                Rabbi Neil Brief 

Jeff Sacks & Pye Squire           Rabbi Neil Brief 

 

RABBI’S SPECIAL FUND                        IN MEMORY OF 

Susan Boldrey                                                               Rabbi Neil Brief 

Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Glenda Elam                    Jerry Gross 

Mickey Gordon                 Rabbi Ralph Ruebner 

Phyllis & Sheldon Post           Rabbi Neil Brief 

Judith & Mark Roller              Roger Berman 

Dr. Stan & Claire Shulman                                         Rabbi Neil Brief 

Judi & Alex Stein            Rabbi Neil Brief 

Judi, Alex and Laura Stein      Josh Little 

Adrienne Tanner            Rabbi Neil Brief 

Dolly & Bob Zavell                          Rabbi Neil Brief 

Roger Berman 

 

RABBI’S SPECIAL FUND             IN HONOR OF 

Ruth & Carl Alterman          general donation 

Seth Klein       Rabbi Jeffrey Weill 

Shaynee & Michael Lichtenstein       with thanks to Rabbi Weill 

for all he has done for us 

Dolly & Bob Zavell                Bill Gerber’s birthday 

 

REICH RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND       IN MEMORY OF 

Glenda Elam                    Jerry Gross 

Sharyl & Mitchell Portugal           Rabbi Neil Brief 

 

JUDGE JACK & JOANNE STEIN RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

            EDUCATION FUND         IN MEMORY OF 

Judi & Alex Stein                                                                Joanne Stein 

Nina & Barry Summers      Josh Little 

 

 

    

  

   

           

 

       

 

 



 

 

                   

HERE’S A GREAT WAY TO HELP THE 
SYNAGOGUE AND IT’S SO EASY!! 

 

If you shop at Jewel, purchase our $100 Jewel gift cards. 
You get full value and the synagogue gets money back 
for each card sold. 
Jewel gift cards can be acquired from Jeanette Sigler 
in the synagogue office. 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Affiliated with: The United Synagogue of Conservative 
Judaism and the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation 

4500 DEMPSTER STREET SKOKIE IL 60076 
Phone: (847)675-4141, Fax: (847)675-0327 

Website: www.ehnt.org 
 

Jeffrey Weill   Rabbi 
Daniel Gale   Cantor 
Shelley Sutker-Dermer President 
Jeanette Sigler   Executive Director 

  
 

A Minyan Reminder…*Virtual 
Those who attend our minyan enjoy double 
satisfaction: they are personally enriched and they 
help others by allowing them to recite mourners 
kaddish with a full minyan (ten adults). Attending 
minyan is a mitzvah! 
 

Thank you for supporting our fellow congregants and 
for helping to build our community. 

 

Daily Minyan – Monday-Thursday 7:00 PM 
Saturday 6:00 PM followed by Havdalah 

Sunday 9:30 AM 
 

*Check the weekly News Byte for Zoom links 

 

EHNTJC Ways & Means Committee 
Ada Rabinowitz, Chair 

I have said many times that we are family! Now it is 
even more important to come together to make a 
difference. There are several ways that we can help our 
synagogue. One way is to participate and be seen and 
heard. Another way is to help financially so that we 
can continue to serve our synagogue community. 
 
The Ways & Means Committee is doing its best to 
continue to raise funds. Our first fundraiser for the 
year was our Virtual Trip to Italy. The guide was 
excellent and we learned a great deal about the history 
of the Jewish communities in Venice and Rome. I 
thank Dolly Zavell for chairing this outstanding tour. 
She is looking into other virtual programs that will be 
informative and exciting. 
 
“Ghosts of Purim” - a Musical Parody is proving to be 
a huge success. Ken Dermer and the extraordinary cast 
and crew have been working hard and long to produce 
this creative show. There is still time to go see this 
special production. A flyer is in this month’s bulletin. 
You will be happy that you did! 
 
Of course, we will be having several unique programs 
and events throughout the year. We also will continue 
our Summer Rock and Roll event, our honey sale and 
a wonderful concert featuring our talented Cantor 
Daniel Gale and friends. 
 
We need your support for these events. Please make 
every effort to help us be successful. We depend on 
you! Families support each other. We look forward to 
seeing you either in-person or on Zoom.  Let’s make 
sure our synagogue stays strong! After all, we are all in 
this together!  We are Mishpacha! 
  

  

EHNTJC Religious Education Committee 
Nina Summers, Chair 

& 
Family Programming Committee 

Amy Claver, Chair 
 

MARCH 
Religious school students will participate in the 
Megillah reading at the March 23rd Erev Purim 
service. We are working with Cantor Gale on the 
readings for the children. Preceding the Megillah 
reading, families will participate in a Purim mask-
making art project organized by family programming 
chair, Amy Claver. 
  

APRIL 
April 7 will be the Sunday Family Service gathering 
led by Rabbi Weill and Miriam Davidson. Theme is 
yet to be decided. 
 
 
 
  

 

http://www.ehnt.org/

