
Dear Bonai Shalom Community,

I hope that you are finding time to work towards the goals and aspirations of the days of awe.  Part of that work for the team at
Bonai Shalom is bringing you the best possible holiday services that we can. Like the other Jewish and secular communities at this
time, we are trying to develop policies that will keep everyone safe and healthy. Also, because what you have to say is important to
us,  last week we sent out a survey to understand what your plans are to participate during these holy days.  Then on Tuesday we
sent out a letter in response to stories circulating around the vaccination status of our High Holiday cantor of over 27 years, Jan
Kirschner. We have heard from many of you and we want you to know that we are listening.

The Board of Bonai Shalom just concluded its monthly meeting and one of the topics we felt it necessary to address was how to
give our members the best opportunities to participate during the pandemic. The High Holiday planning team had decided to offer
three ways to share in the entirety of services. These are (1) in-person in Levin Hall of the BJCC, (2) outside the BJCC (with
simulcast A/V) and (3) livestream.

We are acknowledging the rise of illnesses due to the Delta variant as well as the recommendations from federal and local
authorities by adopting the following protective measure which were approved by a unanimous vote of the board members present
at our regular August 17th board meeting:

All honorees and other bimah (pulpit) participants at Congregation Bonai Shalom High Holy Day Services must be fully
vaccinated against the Covid-19 virus. Self-attestation of vaccination status is required.

The general policy may be modified in response to changing circumstances and medical exceptions to the vaccine requirement (such
as allergic reactions etc.) will be considered on a case-by-case basis. While the general policy may be fluid up to and through High
Holidays, the Chazzan decision is extremely time sensitive mandating an immediate decision with holidays only a few weeks away
and Jan’s participation in them was key.

Unfortunately, this decision was very sad for all of us since Jan has been a huge part of our High Holidays for nearly three decades.
There is no perfect answer, but we believe we put in our best, good faith efforts and your understanding is greatly appreciated.
While I know that the majority of you feel that this is the correct response, some of you will feel hurt and marginalized. For this I
am truly sorry.  We hope that we can move forward and heal from this without falling into further polarization and ostracization of
anyone in these incredibly difficult times.

We will continue to update you with any changes as quickly and thoroughly as we can. As a reminder to everyone the most
up-to-date requirements are on the Bonai Shalom website and they currently include:

● Face coverings are required when indoors, regardless of vaccination status for everyone above the age of 2.  Mask and
social distancing are optional for outside events.

● Before Your Visit to Bonai,  if you feel ill in anyway or exhibit any of the following symptoms, we ask that you please
refrain from attending:
Cough, Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, Fever, Chills, Muscle Pain, Sore Throat, Recent Loss of Taste or Smell.

● After Your visit: If you develop any of the above symptoms, please notify Bonai Shalom at office@bonaishalom.org . We
will notify the congregation that an anonymous individual was at the event on a specific day and time who tested positive
so that everyone can take appropriate action

We have been trying to respond to the continually changing environment since the outbreak began. Sometimes we’ve had great
success, like having livestream Shabbat services and many online classes and events immediately after Colorado was locked down.
Sometimes we’ve had a few problems. Our intention when we sent the email regarding and from Jan, was that you could hear Jan's
voice and the precautions he was going to take to keep everyone safe and answer some questions that people were asking.  Neither
Rabbi Marc or anyone else was endorsing Jan’s point of view.  It has not been an easy year and half balancing between maintaining
our community and traditions and keeping everyone as safe as possible. We also request that you have patience, respect and
understanding that the staff and volunteers at Bonai are also working and living through this very difficult time. In light of that, we
still encourage you to reach out to us, but be kind and thoughtful when you do.

Wishing you health and blessings in this New Year.

Sincerely

https://www.bonaishalom.org/covid-19-task-force.html
mailto:office@bonaishalom.org


The President and the Board of Directors of Bonai Shalom


