
Statement from the Response to Racism Sub-committee  

In	the	past	two	weeks	31	innocent	people,	adults	and	children,	have	been	murdered	in	cold	
blood	as	the	result	of	senseless	gun	violence.		There	are	=mes	when	the	mo=ve	for	these	mass	
murders	remains	unknown	but	on	May	14	Bigotry	and	hatred	was	the	mo=va=on	when	an	18-
year-old	gunman	murdered	10	and	wounded	3	innocent	people	of	color	in	a	supermarket	in	
Buffalo,	NY.		Bonai	Shalom’s	Response	to	Racism	CommiLee	is	devastated	by	these	horrific	
tragedies.			

As	a	commiLee,	a	congrega=on,	and	a	community,	we	must	con=nue	to	speak	out	against	
ideologies	and	conspiracy	theories	that	turn	us	against	one	another.	We	can	never	become	numb	to	
the	news	of	mass	killing	whether	it	is	in	a	school,	supermarket	or	place	of	worship.		We	must	
redouble	our	efforts	to	both	teach	about	the	dangers	of	unchecked	prejudice,	hatred,	and	
an=semi=sm	and	to	inspire	“Upstander	Behavior”	(being	an	ally).			

We	find	hope	in	the	knowledge	that	because	hatred	is	a	learned	behavior,	it	can	be	unlearned.			
The	R2R	CommiLee	will	con=nue	to	provide	resources	to	help	educate	the	community	on	the	
consequences	of	bigotry	and	racism,	as	well	as	teach	skills	to	address	these	issues	when	they	arise.		

We	con=nue	to	educate	through	webinars	presented	by	various	civil	rights	organiza=ons	including	
the	ADL,	NAACP,	ACLU	and	SPLC.		We	work	with	local	organiza=ons	and	poli=cal	leaders	to	address	
issues	in	our	community	and	we	organize	book	talks	in	order	to	expand	our	thinking	on	the	issues	of	
inequality	and	bigotry.		We	meet	on	zoom	the	last	Wednesday	of	the	month	at	7:30	pm	and	
encourage	all	who	wish	to	take	on	this	challenge	to	join.	

From Rabbi Marc: Here are some other ways we can support those local efforts going directly to 
the Buffalo community:	

• Buffalo Go Green: https://buffalogogreen.org/	
• Buffalo FreedomGardens:https://www.facebook.com/BuffaloFreedomGarden/	
• African Heritage Food Co-Op	
• Urban Fruits and Veggies https://www.facebook.com/urbanfruitsandveggies/	

https://www.bonaishalom.org/track.php?id=8f80d3271bb64283921cd2f43d8c989f&color=b3b3b5&url=https://buffalogogreen.org/&h=19eef
https://www.bonaishalom.org/track.php?id=8f80d3271bb64283921cd2f43d8c989f&color=b3b3b5&url=https://www.facebook.com/BuffaloFreedomGarden/&h=fae72
https://www.bonaishalom.org/track.php?id=8f80d3271bb64283921cd2f43d8c989f&color=b3b3b5&url=https://bettertogetherbuffalo.org/give/give716/black-history-month/2022/charities/african-heritage-food-co-op&h=6fd00
https://www.bonaishalom.org/track.php?id=8f80d3271bb64283921cd2f43d8c989f&color=b3b3b5&url=https://www.facebook.com/urbanfruitsandveggies/&h=a389b
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