
	 	 	 Welcome to the celebration of 
  (Gabriel Oliver susskind) 
   As he becomes Bar mitzvah 
      10.17.2020 
   (Congregation bonai shalom) 
     Boulder, Colorado 



Ceremony 
Becoming a Bar Mitzvah (literally, “son of the commandment”) is a 
traditional rite of passage into Jewish adulthood. For the first time, 
Gabe will lead the congregation in prayer, read from the Torah, 
the Haftarah, and offer his insights into this week’s Torah portion. 
Today marks the moment when he is responsible for his actions 
and for following Torah teachings, including caring for each other 
and the environment, the theme of his dvar and his Bar Mitzvah 
project.

Prayerbook (Siddur) 
Rabbi Marc Soloway and Gabe will lead from the prayerbook 
“Siddur Lev Shalem”. You can access this here: https://
images.shulcloud.com/13796/uploads/Files/
SIDDURLEVSHALEM-Saturday.pdf

When the chanters read from the Torah, you can follow along 
here: https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.2.4-4.18?lang=bi&aliyot=0

Gabe’s portion is:
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.4.19-26?lang=bi&aliyot=0

Prayershawl (tallit) 
A tallit is worn to symbolically represent wrapping ourselves in 
God’s loving presence. The fringes and knots tied to the 4 corners 
(“tzitzit”) represent the Torah’s 613 commandments (“mitzvot”). 
Gabe chose this tallit 3 years ago, on the day he started studying 
for his Bar Mitzvah. He will wear it for the first time today. 
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Hebrew name 
Hebrew names are used when Jews are called to prayer or to 
read from the Torah. Gabriel’s Hebrew name is Gavriel Eden, 
given to him at his bris in loving memory of his great 
grandmothers Ernestine Richman and Eugenia Susskind, z”l.

(Torah) 
The Torah is a handwritten scroll containing the five books of 
Moses. Gabe will use a wooden handmade pointer (“yad”) from 
Israel in honor of his first time reading from the Torah. It’s 
inscribed in Hebrew with his name and, “it is a Tree of Life to them 
who hold fast to it, and all of its supporters are happy”. We stand 
as the Torah is removed from the ark as a sign of respect and of 
love.



(Dvar Torah) 
Literally, “a word of Torah” is a commentary on the weekly Torah 
portion. Gabe will offer his personal insight on his portion. 

(Parsha) 
Each Shabbat the same weekly portion is read from Torah scrolls 
all around the world. The portion (“parsha”) Gabe will be reading 
is Bereshit, the very first parsha in the Torah. It’s found in the 
book of Genesis.

Honors (aliyot) 
At the start of each section of the Torah reading, Gabe’s teachers 
and family will be called to the bimah (pulpit) to recite a blessing 
before and after the Torah reading. Gabe will receive the last 
Aliyah known as the Maftir.

Raising of the Torah (hagbah) 
At the end of the Torah readings, everyone stands as the Torah 
scroll is lifted and shown to the congregation, signifying the Torah 
is an open book belonging to us all.

Haftarah  
Readings from the Prophets that are thematically linked with the 
weekly Torah parsha. Gabe will be reading this, 1 Samuel chapter 
20 verses 18-42: https://www.sefaria.org/I_Samuel.20?lang=bi
 



Honors (in order of appearance) 

A prayer for the world : Randy Susskind 
Presentation of tallit: Terry and Stuart Susskind

Poem by Kei Miller, “Book of Genesis”: Harriet Lazarus

First Aliyah : Rabbi Fred Greene 
 Torah chanter : Rabbi Deborah Bronstein 
Second Aliyah : Holli Berman, Marcia Cotlar and Jaron Berman

 torah chanter : Caroline Saliman 
Third aliyah : Rabbi Karen Thomashow 
 torah chanter : Nili Feingold 
Fourth aliyah :  Joshua Berkovitz

 torah chanter : Sara-Jane Cohen 
Fifth aliyah : Eve Pearl, Erica Messer and Rachel Callif 
 torah chanter : Rabbi Caryn Aviv 
Sixth aliyah : Amy and David Weiskopf

 torah chanter : Terry and Stuart Susskind 
Seventh aliyah : Karin Susskind and Jill Oliver



Torah chanter : Gabe Oliver Susskind

Maftir: Bar mitzvah Gabe Oliver Susskind

Hagbah: Graham Feingold 
Gelilah: Nili Feingold 
 prayer for our country : Jay and Jan Oliver

Prayer for Israel : Dawn Engel

Prayer for Peace poem-“What you missed that day you were 
absent from fourth grade” by Brad Aaron Modlin : Sammy Kline

Motzi : Kate and Zach Weiskopf



We wish to thank all of Gabe’s teachers who guided him along 
this beautiful path: Rabbis Marc and Greene for their humor, 
flexibility and welcoming presence to our family, Rabbi 
Thomashow for opening his eyes to Torah, his blue haired and 
huge hearted tutor Caroline Saliman whose stories spark the 
imagination, Morah Yehudis who delights us with surprising views 
of a story we thought we knew well, Meg Chamberlin and Nili 
Feingold, for their indispensable input with his dvar, and Rabbi 
Bronstein and Holli Berman whose steady love and support for 
our family have been our foundation from day one. And a special 
thank you to our family and friends. Your laughter, kindness and 
prayers nourish our souls.

Thank you all for sharing our joy with us! We cannot wait to 
celebrate together, safely and in person, soon and very soon! 

Much love,

Gabe,  Jill and Karin 
         

        


