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“Do not separate yourself  
from your community.” 
Pirkei Avot 2:4
Juliana, Chad, and Izzy Schafer joined 
Temple Sholom in March 2009. March 
is not the usual time for a family to join 
the Temple. Usually, individuals and 
families join just at the end of summer, 
planning to attend High Holy Day 
Services and, if they have kids, enroll 
their children in Religious School. But 
the Schafer family is not the usual. 
Juliana was the consummate planner, 
so with September still several months 
away, March was the time to join the 
synagogue in anticipation of the fall. 
From the moment they joined, Juliana 
anticipated so many of the needs 
of the synagogue and she led the 
way in meeting those needs. She 
helped start Mishpacha, an effort 
to plan meaningful programming 
for Temple Sholom families. She 
reinvigorated Women of Temple 
Sholom (WTS) by taking on a lead 
role on the WTS Steering Committee. 
She led Sholom Justice’s efforts in 

Racial Justice— Juliana and Chad 
brought Bryan Stevenson to Temple 
Sholom. She organized and led a trip 
with Sholom Justice to Montgomery, 
Alabama exploring some of the 
darkest moments in our nation’s history 
and paying homage to the Equal 
Justice Initiative’s Legacy Museum 
and Memorial. She visited youth at the 
Juvenile Temporary Detention Center 
on a regular basis and started a Prison 
Pen Pal Program with incarcerated 
adults. She did all this while in remission 
from brain cancer, so when it returned, 
her Temple Sholom family was 
determined to acknowledge her great 
legacy in our synagogue community. 
We will carry on her legacy of 
lovingkindness by naming the Chesed 
Committee in her memory. Beginning 
in March, this effort will be named: 
The Juliana Schafer z"l Chesed Circle: 
Building Community Through Kindness
Under the direction of Co-Chairs 
Debby Levinson and Jeff Fayerman 
and supported by Rabbi Singer 
and Toby Sanders, this committee 
of volunteers will continue the 
work of chesed providing meals 

to congregants in times of need, 
checking in on everyone in the 
congregation a few times a year, 
and sending comforting words during 
illness and after loss. 
At Friday Night Services on March 
18, 2022, we will celebrate Juliana’s 
legacy of lovingkindness as we 
officially launch the Juliana Schafer 
z"l Chesed Circle: Building Community 
Through Kindness. If you would like to 
join these efforts or would like to utilize 
some of these services, please sign up 
at sholomchicago.org/chesed-circle. 
Juliana Schafer z"l not only lived by 
Hillel's dictum, do not separate yourself 
from your community, she made 
nearly every aspect of our community 
better by joining herself to it— making 
all of us more caring, welcoming, 
loving, and good. In her beautiful 
memory, we will continue to build our 
community through kindness. 
Rabbi Conover 
rabbiconover@sholomchicago.org

Temple Sholom of Chicago's Distinguished Speaker Series 
Featuring Jane Goodall
SUNDAY | MARCH 13 | 3:00 PM 
Dr. Jane Goodall, DBE, founder of the Jane Goodall Institute (JGI) and UN Messenger of 
Peace, is a world-renowned ethologist and activist inspiring greater understanding and 
action on behalf of the natural world. Jane Goodall will speak from Temple Sholom's bimah 
on March 13, 2022 at 3:00 PM when she will address the urgent needs around climate 
activism and engage in a thoughtful conversation with Rabbi Conover about hope.
Learn more at sholomchicago.org/speaker-series.

 אלַ תִּפרְשֹׁ מִן הצַּבִּוּר

Senior Rabbi 
Shoshanah
Conover

ANNOUNCING
The Juliana Schafer z"l Chesed Circle  
Building Community Through Kindness

https://www.sholomchicago.org/speaker-series
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If you have experienced a life-cycle event recently (marriage, birth of a child, etc.) we would like to know about it!  
Please email Lori Curtis at lori@sholomchicago.org to share the news with us. Thank you!

New Members 
Membership with our sacred community is how we grow! Know  
somebody who is interested in membership? Connect them with  
Stacy Charnay at stacy@sholomchicago.org.

Amanda & Jason Goldsmith 
Mae & Clara 

Betsy & Matthew Grover 
Sarah & Rebecca 

Lia Niederberger 
Sveta Binshtok 
Jaclyn Kramer & Michael 
Mokotoff  
Emerson, Isla & Chase 

Ellen Briskman 
Nicole & David Kaplan  
Rex, Jasper & Hazel 

Andrea & Jason Kradman 
Ruby, Jaxon & Coco 

Zachary & Emily Wolken 
Lila & Violet 

B'nai Mitzvah
JAN. 15 
Maya DeWitt

JAN. 15 
Samuel Roth

JAN. 22 
Naomi Pendo

JAN. 22 
Sofia Schwartz

JAN. 29 
Braden Minc

FEB. 5 
Samara Grossman

FEB. 26 
Lillian Patek

FEB. 26 
Evan Patek

Of Blessed Memory
NOV. 1 
Melvin Potash 
Father of Ed Potash

NOV. 4 
Elaine Barson
Temple Sholom member 

NOV. 7 
Richard Samuels
Husband of Barbara Samuels

NOV. 14 
Ida Lessman
Mother of Sylvia Lessman  
 
NOV. 16 
Carrie Bade 
Mother of Senior Airman Nicholas 
“Bear” Bade

NOV. 26 
Raymond Gork 
Father of Barry (Janice) Gork

DEC. 4 
Geraldine Templin 
Grandmother of Luke Duda

DEC. 6 
Ron Sackheim  
Father of Karen Sackheim, 
Religious School Teacher

DEC. 7 
Helene Marx  
Loved one of David & Ginger Russ 
and Bonnie Marx

Mazal Tov
SEPT. 29
Jonathan Karmel on the birth of his twin grandsons, Dylan 
Asher Brennan & Wyatt Bowie Brennan. Proud parents are 
Rachel (Jon’s daughter) & Michael Brennan. 

OCT. 13
Taylor & Isaac Abramowitz on the birth of their son,  
Ari Jacob.

OCT. 16
Kathy & Bob Shaevel on the marriage of their daughter, 
Molly Gingrich to Kyle Kuehling.

NOV. 14
Teri & Roger Rudich on the marriage of their son, Robert 
Rudich, to Brittany Copeland. 

DEC. 5
Our librarian Daniel (Donnie) Stuhlman on his marriage to 
Carol Amsterdam.
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Yahrzeits / First Year
JAN. 2
Jack Calabro
Temple Sholom member

JAN. 7
Katy Cutlip
Step-mother of Robyn Ashbaugh

JAN. 13
Katrina Ray
Aunt of Meig Dickson

JAN. 15
Barry Miller
Father of Rob Miller

JAN. 16
Christine McDermott
Mother of Bob McDermott

FEB. 2
Marty Ross
Father of Kimberly Ross

FEB. 3
Frederic Leiber
Father of Stephanie Lieber

FEB. 7
MaryAnn Watson
Loved one of Jackie Watson

FEB. 16
Dennis Shapiro
Loved one of Sara Golub

FEB. 27
Lea Garelik
Grandmother of Reesa Schreier

Worship Schedule 
Please watch our weekly eBlast, Sholom Weekly, for information  
about which services are being moved to a mixed presence  
(in person & virtual) model.

FRIDAY | JAN. 7, 14, 21, 28 
FRIDAY | FEB. 4, 11, 18, 25 
6:15 PM  Shabbat Service

SATURDAY | JAN. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
SATURDAY | FEB. 5, 12, 19, 26
9:00 AM  Minyan Service
9:45 AM Torah Study

Special Services
FRIDAY | JAN. 7
7:45 PM Or Chadash Shabbat 

FRIDAY | JAN. 14
5:00 PM Tu Bishvat Tot Shabbat  
6:15 PM Sholom Justice Shabbat

FRIDAY | JAN. 21
6:15 PM Shabbat Mishpacha Featuring 5th grade  
7:45 PM Makom Shabbat

FRIDAY | FEB. 4
7:45 PM Or Chadash Shabbat

FRIDAY | FEB. 11
6:15 PM Camp Shabbat Mishpacha Featuring  
1st and 2nd grade

FRIDAY | FEB. 18
7:45 PM Makom Shabbat 

An Invitation to Lead & Serve Your Congregational Community!
At Temple Sholom we are at our best when members take an active part in Temple life.  
Members’ active participation helps strengthen our community. By partnering with the  
clergy, staff and your fellow congregants, you will help amplify everything that happens  
at Temple Sholom. 

The Nominating Committee invites you to become involved by serving on one of our  
wide-ranging congregational committees, which include: 

ADULT EDUCATION
BROTHERHOOD
CHESED (CARING / LOVING-KINDNESS)
COMMUNICATIONS
FINANCE
INVESTMENT

MISHPACHA (FAMILY)
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
WESTLAWN CEMETERY / 
LAKESHORE JEWISH FUNERALS

If you feel like getting involved, forming new connections or re-forming old connections, take the first step TODAY by reaching out to 
our Executive Director, Jeremy Perlin at jeremy@sholomchicago.org.  

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 202 2 | 3

mailto:jeremy%40sholomchicago.org?subject=
https://www.sholomchicago.org/event/january-or-chadash-lgbtq-shabbat
https://www.sholomchicago.org/event/tu-bishvat-tot-shabbat.html


Thank You to Our Temple Sholom Donors!

Gifts listed represent honorific giving from September and October 2021
If you would like to make a special honorific gift to  
Temple Sholom, please visit www.sholomchicago.org/donate.  
Questions? Contact Allison Barker at  
allison@sholomchicago.org or 773-435-1535.

These thoughtful gifts to Temple Sholom, in addition to 
membership contributions, enable us to further our sacred 
mission and support the greatest needs of our community at  
any given time.

In Memory of Philip W. Abrams Sandi & Barry Hartstein
In Honor of Adult Education Programing Merle & Ronald Schwartz
In Honor of Cantor Sheera Ben-David  Meredith Kroot
In Memory of Nancy Bosley Barbara & Richard Bosley
In Memory of Pearl Burton Cheryl & Wayne Burton
In Memory of Suzanne Cohn Sulie Cohn-Grayson &  
  Marc Grayson
In Honor of Rabbi Shoshanah Conover Barbara Baer
  Nikki Levine
  Janese &  
  Rabbi Aaron M. Petuchowski
In Honor of Rabbi Shoshanah Conover &  
Temple Sholom Sheryl & Robert Bellick
In Honor of Eli Conover Sue & Arthur Elster
In Honor of Luke Duda Meredith Kroot
In Memory of Suzie Degraff Tracy & Joshua More
In Memory of Hal B. Dunne Claudine & Joshua Liss
In Memory of Larry Galen Andrea Jacobson
In Honor of Rabbi Scott Gellman Meredith Kroot
In Memory of Rita Glisker Janice & Irwin Saltz
In Memory of Sana Witzky Gould Ellen Wallace & Steven Gould
In Honor of Marla Gross & Jon Karmel Anne Stolar
In Memory of Fritz Gutmann Diane Gutmann & Thomas Palay 
In Memory of Melvin Gutmann Diane Gutmann & Thomas Palay 
In Honor of The High Holy Days Juliana & Bryan Barrish
  Erica & Richard King
In Honor of Sarah Kamenetsky Meredith Kroot
In Memory of Madeline Ila Kramer Pammy & Scott Kramer
In Honor of Molly Gingrich &  
Kyle Kuehling Kathy & Robert Shaevel
In Memory of Fanny Kinsberg Levack Wendy Brown
In Memory of Marc Leventritt Barbara & Maxine Durst
In Memory of Allen Mayer Janice Abrohams
In Honor of Bob & Linda Mendelson Judy & Jerry Kaufman

In Memory of Joseph Nemirow Sherri & Joel Nemirow
In Honor of Noa Levin Ronnie & Marc Briskman
In Honor of Hannah Bureau &  
Ethan Parcell  Women of Temple Sholom
In Honor of Shere Phillips Elvis Phillips
In Honor of Jaden Reznick Lisa Reznick
In Memory of Sonya Satanovkaya Bela Sirota
In Honor of Juliana Schafer Beth & Nestor Sanchez
In Honor of Harrison Schwartz Alison & David Schwartz
In Honor of Kathy Shaevel The Shaevel Family
In Memory of Diane Shatz Barbara Turner
In Memory of David A. Shear Evelyn & Stewart Pinsof
In Memory of Barney Shoub Suzanne & David Shoub
In Honor of Kenneth Siegal Helene & Kerry Kohn
In Honor of Rabbi Rena Singer Sue & Arthur Elster
In Memory of Elliot Spanierman Judith Nemes
In Honor of Katie Thurer & Susan Stein Lisa Frank
  Lara Moretti
In Honor of Andree Stone Ronald Stone
In Honor of Micah Stone  Marc Kaufman & William Healey
In Honor of Adam Tapper Marc Kaufman & William Healey
In Honor of Temple Sholom David Grazman & Eddie Rocha
In Honor of Karen Titus Amy Kleinman & Mark Ohringer
In Honor of Jan Tranen Judith Newton
In Memory of Michael Turner Barbara Turner
In Honor of Westlawn Board & Staff Lois Fuhrer
In Memory of Tim Wolf Sue & Arthur Elster
  Pamela & Bryan Lookatch
  Penny Rovner
  Judith Ullman
In Honor of Yair &  
the Eckstein-Gellman Family Sue & Arthur Elster
In Honor of Caroline Zuckerman Julie & Daniel Zuckerman

While membership commitments 
cover a significant portion of 
Temple Sholom's operating 
expenses, they do not cover 
everything. Therefore, to further 
our sacred mission, we ask for 
donations to the Annual Fund to 
cover our budget. Temple 

Sholom's Annual Fund creates opportunities for us to 
be flexible in supporting the greatest needs of our 
community at any given time. Year to year, these 
needs vary, and often relate to worship, education, 

building projects and new programming. In the 
upcoming membership year, our greatest need will 
be maintaining our community's well-being as we 
navigate the new norm of post-pandemic hybrid 
living. As we shift our programming model to  
meet members where they are, both in our building 
and online from their homes, we anticipate the 
necessity of structural and physical updates to our 
spaces to accommodate this new way of life. We 
hope you will consider making an additional 
donation to the Temple Sholom  
Annual Fund. 
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Gan Shalom has been very 
busy learning and celebrating 
all about Thanksgiving and 
Chanukah! 
The children learned new songs, enjoyed listening to special Thanksgiving 
and Chanukah stories and have engaged with a variety of art activities to 
celebrate these joyous occasions! The children made turkeys using an array 
of different art mediums, created all different types of Menorahs, lit the 
Chanukah candles and celebrated with Chanukah parties eating delicious 
Latkes and Sufganyiot! 

The Gan Shalom registration for the 2022/2023 school year is now open! For more information or 
to schedule a tour, please contact Heidi Cooper, Director of Early Childhood Education, at  
heidi@sholomchicago.org or 773-525-4867.

Wishing everyone a healthy, happy, and safe 2022!

Save the date
Tu Bishvat Tot Shabbat 
FRIDAY | JAN. 14 | 5:00 PM

Check sholomchicago.org/calendar for 
the most up-to-date information on which 
services are online or in-person.

Gan Shalom has opened 
up two more parent/child 
classes starting in  
January 2022! 
For more information, please 
contact the Gan Shalom 
office 773-525-4867 or e-mail 
heidi@sholomchicago.org. 

Helena telling a Chanukah story with colored candles to the Separation class

Yellow class lighting the menorah to celebrate Chanukah 
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Religious School students chanting V'ahavta

Looking Back and Looking Forward 

I’ve been singing my “We Are Together 
- Hinei Mah Tov” theme song from 2019 
quite a bit lately, because I’m just so 
inspired to be back in person with our 
amazing learning community! This 
past fall, we’ve welcomed Religious 
School students and parents back into 
the building, and our Adult Education 
programs continue to boom online 

with an amazing guest scholar lineup. I’ve had the 
privilege of subbing in most of our midweek Hebrew 
classes, which has been an absolute joy. We’ve brought 
our Crown Family High School students to the sanctuary on 
Wednesday evenings, with our teens gathering in circle on 
the bimah to reflect on each week together with our 
clergy in our sacred space. And I got to move offices just 
down the hall, to be closer to the Lifelong Learning team 
in the Religious School office suite! 

I often think back to the amazing (and COVID-free!) 
summer that URJ Camp OSRUI provided for hundreds 
of Jewish youth across our region as the biggest camp 
in the Reform movement, and I’m excited that 30 of our 
students were already registered by mid-November 
to join our clergy, Sam and I for summer 2022. OSRUI 

sessions are filling more quickly than ever, and they’ve 
announced a new teaching kitchen for cooking electives, 
new basketball courts, more accessible and inclusive 
bathrooms, and that vaccines will be required for all 
eligible participants and staff. Our team is always happy 
to talk about how much we love Jewish camping! 

In 2022, I’m looking forward to Yom Horim (Parents’ 
Day) trips, our Mishpacha (Family) Camp Getaway, the 
Chicagoland 8th grade IsraelNow trip, celebrating Tu 
Bishvat and Purim in person, and so much more! 

Jay Rapoport, RJE 
Director of Lifelong Learning 
jay@sholomchicago.org

Scan with your Spotify app!

Lifelong Learning
Ma-Gadlu Ma’asecha Yah, m’od amku mach’sh’votecha

מה גדלו מעשיך יי מאד עמקו מחשבתיך
How great are your works, Adonai! How profound the 
thought they inspire. | PSALM 92:6

Got ideas, enthusiasm or 
feedback for Lifelong Learning? 
To get involved or provide feedback, contact Jay Rapoport, RJE, Director of 
Lifelong Learning, at jay@sholomchicago.org.

Check out “We Are 
Together” featuring 
Jewish Rock Radio’s 
Chicago Sings, now 
streaming on Spotify!
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YOUTH ENGAGEMENT

Questions regarding Youth Engagement? Contact Sam Cohen at sam@sholomchicago.org, or visit www.sholomchicago.org/youth-group.

BEIT SEFER SHALOM RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Questions regarding Religious School? Contact Rachel Lipson  
at rachel@sholomchicago.org or 773-435-1554, or visit www.sholomchicago.org/beit-sefer.

URJ Camping Enrollment is  
Open for Summer 2022! 
Visit OSRUI.org

For new campers, Temple Sholom will split the cost 
with you for OSRUI’s Kallah Atid trial sessions for 
rising 2nd-3rd graders. 

Chavrei Shalom  
3rd-5th Grade Event
SUNDAY | JAN. 16 | 12:15 PM

Noar Shalom  
6th-8th Grade Event
SUNDAY | FEB. 6 | 12:15 PM

No Religious School - Winter Break  
SUNDAY | JAN. 2 

Midweek Hebrew/CFHS Resume  
WEDNESDAY | JAN. 5

Religious School Resumes  
SUNDAY | JAN. 9 

Chagigat Tu Bishvat  
SUNDAY | JAN. 16

SAVE THE DATE 
Purim celebration!
SUNDAY | MARCH 20

Orr Shalom High School Adventure Farm 

Chavrei Shalom 3rd-5th Grade Bike Ride 7th graders help Feed the Hungry
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ADULT EDUCATION

Join our clergy for Winter Adult  
Education classes via Zoom:
Prayer & Liturgy 101 
with Cantor Sheera Ben-David

SUNDAYS | JAN. 9, 16, 23, 30  
& FEB. 6 | 11:00 AM
Deepen your understanding of the main Jewish 
prayers and Sacred Music within our Shabbat 
services and Jewish Liturgy. Cantor Ben-David 
will spend time delving into worship, prayer 
comprehension and the choreography that guides 
us when we pray. 

For full class and scholar descriptions, explore our curriculum at www.sholomchicago.org/adult-education and register online via web calendar  
www.sholomchicago.org/calendar. Questions regarding Adult Education? Contact Lori Curtis at lori@sholomchicago.org or 773-435-1531.

Know someone curious about Judaism? 
Our FREE URJ 3-week Taste of Judaism winter class is 
open to the public! 
MONDAYS | JAN. 24, 31, FEB. 7 | 6:45 PM  
with our clergy team 
sholomchicago.org/taste 

Want to Dive Deeper Into Judaism? 
MONDAYS FEB. 28 - MAY 16 | 6:45 PM 
Our 18-week URJ Introduction to Judaism  
class begins Monday, Feb. 28 with our  
Clergy-Education team.
sholomchicago.org/intro

Join us for Yom Horim 
(Parents’ Day) events: 
3rd Grade Cradles to Crayons trip 
SUNDAY | JAN. 23 

2nd Grade Havdalah Celebration 
SUNDAY | JAN. 30

7th Grade IL Holocaust Memorial trip 
SUNDAY | FEB. 6

6th Grade B’nai Mitzvah Conversation 
SUNDAY | FEB. 13

4th Grade Israel Activities 
SUNDAY | FEB. 27

All families are always welcome at Shabbat Mishpacha: 
Shabbat featuring 5th graders
FRIDAY | JAN. 21 | 6:15 PM 

Camp Shabbat featuring 1st and 2nd graders 
and OSRUI guest
FRIDAY | FEB. 11 | 6:15 PM

JK-2nd Grade Families are 
always welcome at Junior 
Congregation: 
SUNDAY | JAN. 23 | 11:30 AM
SUNDAY | FEB. 27 | 11:30 AM

FAMILY EDUCATION

Questions regarding Family Education? Contact Stacy Charnay  
at stacy@sholomchicago.org or 773-435-1545, or visit www.sholomchicago.org/family-education.
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ADULT EDUCATION CONTINUED

Other Learning Opportunities
Talmud Study 
with Rabbi Conover  
TUESDAYS | 8:30 AM | ZOOM

Wednesday Morning  
Study Group
WEDNESDAYS | 10:00 AM 
ZOOM
JANUARY  Jewish Ethics &  
    Current Events
    with Rabbi Singer 
FEBRUARY  Mah Gadlu: A Year  

of Inspiration 
with Jay Rapoport, RJE

 

Short Stories 
with Cliff Scott-Rudnick 
SUNDAYS | 2:00 PM | ZOOM

Introduction to Biblical 
Hebrew 
with Mitchell Brown 
SUNDAYS |10:30 AM | ZOOM

Shakespeare Discussion 
with Mitchell Brown 
WEDNESDAYS | 6:30 PM | ZOOM

Guest Scholar Series
Growing Up at the Corner of Trans and 
Jewish: What Being Trans Taught Me 
About Being Jewish, and What Being 
Jewish Taught Me about Being Trans 
Co-sponsored by Or Chadash
With Joy Ladin 

SUNDAY | JAN. 9 | 9:30 AM | ZOOM
This talk will offer an intimate look at the experience of 
growing up transgender and Jewish in a time and place 
where few people understood what it meant to be Jewish 
and no one could even imagine what it meant to be 
transgender. Joy will discuss how each identity enriched 
the other, and both together taught her to be human.

Religious Ideas about  
Criminal Justice Reform 
Co-sponsored by Sholom Justice  
With Rabbi Rachel S. Mikva, Ph.D.

SUNDAY | JAN. 16 | 9:30 AM | ZOOM
If you ask folks what the Bible says about 
justice, they are likely to cite "an eye for 
an eye," as if that is religion's only and 

final word on the subject. In truth, concepts of justice in 
sacred texts are far more complex--and can illuminate our 
struggles with America's broken criminal justice system. 
Come explore ideas from Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, 
and imagine how they might inspire reform today. 
Rabbi Mikva is the Rabbi Herman E. Schaalman Chair & 
Professor of Jewish Studies at the Chicago Theological 
Seminary. She earned a M.A. and rabbinical ordination 
from Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion 
and a PhD from Jewish Theological Seminary. She 
generally introduces herself as a rabbi and professor  
who works at the intersections of sacred texts, culture,  
and ethics. 

Why? Explaining the Holocaust 
With Peter Hayes 

SUNDAY | JAN. 23 | 9:30 AM | ZOOM
In his recent book, Why? Explaining the 
Holocaust, Peter Hayes answered eight 
of the most frequently asked questions 
about this horrendous event. His talk will 
boil these questions down to two central 

ones—Why were Jews killed? Why didn’t anyone prevent 
or stop the murder?—and show what scholars now think 
about the answers and why.

Gender & Judaism 
Co-sponsored by Brotherhood and 
Women of Temple Sholom  
With Dr. Claire E. Sufrin, Associate 
Professor of Instruction and Assistant 
Director of the Crown Family Center for 
Jewish and Israel Studies  
SUNDAYS | JAN. 30 & FEB. 6 
9:30 AM | ZOOM

Jewish practice has changed rapidly in the last few 
decades, especially in regard to the role of women and 
women’s experience. In these classes, we explore how 
the rise of feminism in the 1970s impacted Jewish women 
and Jewish men and reshaped Judaism intellectually, 
ritually, and socially. Our focus will be on the more liberal 
movements of Judaism with some attention to Orthodoxy 
as well. Dr. Claire E. Sufrin is a scholar of religion focusing 
on modern Jewish thought. Dr. Sufrin is the co-editor of the 
New Jewish Canon (Academic Studies Press, 2020).

Film Zoom Nights 
with Cliff Scott-Rudnick 

Born Yesterday  
MONDAY | JAN. 3  
7:00 PM

The Matchmaker 
MONDAY | FEB. 7 

7:00 PM
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Guest Scholar Series Continued
The Last Kings of Shanghai: The Rival 
Jewish Dynasties That Helped Create 
Modern China with Jonathan 
Kaufman 

With Jonathan Kaufman 
SUNDAY | FEB. 13 
9:30 AM | ZOOM

The Sassoon and the Kadoorie families  stood astride 
Chinese business and politics for more than 175 years, 
profiting from the Opium Wars; surviving Japanese 
occupation; courting Chiang Kai-shek; and nearly losing 
everything as the Communists swept into power. Jonathan 
Kaufman tells the remarkable history of how these families 
ignited an economic boom and opened China to the 
world, but remained blind to the country’s deep inequality 
and to the political turmoil on their doorsteps. In a story 
stretching from Baghdad to Hong Kong to Shanghai to 
London, Kaufman enters the lives and minds of these 
ambitious men and women to forge a tale of opium 
smuggling, family rivalry, political intrigue, and survival.
This book has been enthusiastically reviewed by The Wall 
Street Journal, Financial Times, The Economist, The Boston 
Globe, Los Angeles Review of Books and others.

On Missing a Place and a Language: 
Yiddish Poetry in Translation 
With Efrat Bloom 

SUNDAYS | FEB. 13, 27 & MAR. 6 
10:45 AM | ZOOM
Through reading translations of Yiddish 
poems by Jacob Glatshteyn and  
Moyshe-Leyb Halpern, and a nonfiction 

piece by Gary Shteyngart, we will come to think about the 
relationship between language, memory, and nostalgia in 
immigration—another Jewish theme. 

Shalem, Temple Sholom of Chicago’s “Embracing 
Racial and Ethnic Diversity” Working Group 
promotes an inclusive environment where a cross-
section of racial and ethnic identities can thrive in 
this Jewish community.

We are always looking to expand our reach and  
better serve our community. If you or someone you  
know may be interested in getting involved, reach  
out to Rabbi Singer, rabbisinger@sholomchicago.org  
for more information or to set up a meeting.

To register for guest scholar series or to see an 
expanded full list, visit sholomchicago.org/guest-
scholars and register online.

Got an idea for a guest scholar?  
Contact Jay Rapoport at jay@sholomchicago.org

Yonah Dokarker making hummus and discussing the food traditions of Jewish 
communities in India at Shalem’s “Expanding the Table" event
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Mindful  
Jewish Aging
Join us each month to explore 
the spiritual gifts of life after 50 
through ancient and modern 
texts, poetry, art and music.

SATURDAY | JAN. 15 
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

SATURDAY | FEB. 12
1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Minnie Solomon z”l 
Book Club
Join our monthly book club on the 
first Thursday of each month.

THURSDAY | JAN. 6 | 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
“The Bookshops of Yesterdays”  
By Amy Meyerson

 
THURSDAY | FEB. 3 | 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
"Plunder" 
by Menachem Kaiser 

For more information, visit  
sholomchicago.org/mindful-jewish-aging. 
 
To be added to the communications list, contact Toby Sanders  
at Toby@sholomchicago.org or 773-435-1545.

For more information and the 2021-2022 full schedule, visit 
sholomchicago.org/book-club. 
 
To be added to the communications list, contact Toby Sanders  
at toby@sholomchicago.org or 773-435-1536.

Temple Sholom of Chicago’s 20s and 30s events 
seek to help young Chicago Jews glean from  
their religion a deeper sense of community, 
connection, meaning, spirituality, inspiration, as 
well as a context for doing good in the world.

Monthly Late Service
FRIDAY | JAN. 21  
7:45 PM Makom Shabat

FRIDAY | FEB. 18  
7:45 PM Makom Shababt 
       

For more information, visit sholomchicago.org/makom.

To be added to the communications list, contact Stacy Charnay 
at stacy@sholomchicago.org or 773-435-1545.

Jewish War Veterans 
Temple Sholom honored all Veterans and their 
families at the annual Veteran’s Day Shabbat 
service in November.  Guest speaker was Jeffrey 
Sacks, past National Commander of Jewish War 
Veterans and current Chief of Staff of Illinois JWV.

All members are welcome to join | Veteran status NOT necessary.
For more information or to join JWV Post 710 community service 
projects, contact Dr. Jerry Field at jerrychicago710@gmail.com.
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Women of Temple Sholom (WTS) Warms  
up January With Two Hot Programs 
January in Chicago is the perfect time to curl up with a riveting movie and a  
“can’t-put-down” book…and the perfect time to discuss them both with an expert, an 

author and your fellow temple members with Women of Temple Sholom’s first programs of 2022. Register now for these two 
insightful and intriguing January programs: 

WTS Women's Night at the Movies
MONDAY | JAN. 10 | 6:30 PM | ZOOM
Director Jane Campion and star Benedict 
Cumberbatch’s movie The Power of the 
Dog got all the buzz when it debuted at the 
Venice Film Festival and is already being 
called Best Picture Oscar-worthy. Watch 

it on your own on Netflix and join WTS’s movie maven 
Rebecca Martin to discuss this film that reviewers have 
described as “a cinematic powder keg”, and “nothing 
short of cinematic perfection…a mesmerizing work of 
the highest order”. Jesse Plemons and Kirsten Dunst 
join Cumberbatch in this drama on a 1925 Montana 
cattle ranch. Get your snacks and favorite cold weather 
beverage, and join this group of savvy women to discuss 
and share your thoughts. 

Book discussion of GOLEM GIRL,  
a Memoir by Riva Lehrer 
NEW DATE FOR THIS EXCITING PROGRAM 
Co-Sponsored by Women of Temple 
Sholom (WTS) and Or Chadash

SUNDAY | JAN. 30 | 2:00 PM
$36 (includes a copy of the book); arrive 

at 2:00 PM if you wish to have your book signed by the 
author. 
Join a lively discussion (in person or on Zoom) as we 
welcome Riva Lehrer, author, painter, curator, and 
professor. Rabbi Rena Singer and Temple Sholom panelists 
Karen Titus, science writer and former journalism instructor 
at Columbia College Chicago, and Dr. Stacee Reicherzer, 
professor, speaker, therapist, and author of The Healing 
Otherness Handbook, will discuss with Riva her memoir 

Golem Girl and related topics including sexuality, 
creativity, transformation, medicine, and disability culture. 
Golem Girl is a vividly told, gloriously illustrated (with Riva’s 
own work) memoir of an artist born with spina bifida who 
searches for connection and inclusion in a society afraid 
of “others.” It’s a story of tenacity and creativity that 
challenges the way we view the human body. 
Riva Lehrer’s artwork has been exhibited in museums and 
galleries all over the country. Most recently, her painting 
Achy Obejas was chosen for the Outwin Boochever 
Portrait Triennial at the National Portrait Gallery of the 
Smithsonian and will go into the permanent collection 
at the Hirshorn Museum. Riva is a faculty member at the 
Art Institute of Chicago and is currently an instructor in 
medical humanities at Northwestern University. This event 
will be mixed presence*. Registration is required and the 
event will cost $36. The cost includes a copy of the book 
and can be picked up at Temple Sholom. 

Visit sholomchicago.org/wts learn more about Women of Temple Sholom and to register for any event listed.

Coming up next!
WTS Annual Women's Shabbat
FRIDAY | MAR. 4 | 6:15 PM | MIXED PRESENCE* 
Our annual Women’s Shabbat celebrates International Women’s 
Day and spotlights the dynamic, active and caring women of 
our temple community with beautiful and meaningful readings 
throughout the Shabbat service. This year we are honored to 
have a guest speaker from the Sisterhood of Salaam Shalom, an 
international organization of Muslim and Jewish women that seeks 
to build bridges and fight the hate, negative stereotyping and 
prejudice that both groups encounter. We will also highlight the 
compelling documentary Stranger/Sister. 
International Women’s Day is a global event celebrated annually on 
March 8 to commemorate the cultural, political and socioeconomic 
achievements of women, as well as being a focal point to bring 
attention to important issues in the women’s rights movement. 

WTS Annual Women's Seder
TUESDAY | APR. 5 | 6:00 PM 
Don’t miss your chance to join 
with Women of Temple Sholom 
and participate in our beautiful 
annual Women’s Seder with Rabbi 
Rena Singer leading our specially 
created Haggadah. 

*Temple Sholom uses the term 
“mixed presence” to indicate that 
in person and online options are 
both available.
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IOT Celebrates Havdalah and Chanukah
The fun folks 50 and up in the IOT community group showed that they know how to party at their annual 
Chanukah celebration. Starting off the evening with a beautiful Havdalah service led by Cantor Ben-David, the 
group socialized, lit candles for the 7th night and sang holiday songs, all while enjoying the sweet treats and 
other holiday items in the IOT goody bags. After a fierce dreidel competition, Carol & Sheldon Hershman were 
the winners of the contest, from team Chanukah Hellions. 

IOT Boards the Orient Express 
for a Movie & Book Discussion 
THURSDAY | FEB. 17 | 7:00 PM  
This event is free, but registration is required.

Join IOT for our popular movie night 
on Thursday, February 17th at 7:00 
PM. This movie night has a twist! 
We will also be discussing the book 
the movie is based on. Our favorite 
Movie Critic, Matt Fagerholm will 
be joining us once again, along 
with our very own Carol Hershman, 
to discuss Murder on the Orient 

Express! The group will be discussing the original 
version (1974), and it can be viewed on Amazon 
Prime. The book was written by Agatha Christie. 

Feel free to read the book, watch the movie or both! 
You also do not have to do either to join the event. 
Matt and Carol will lead us in a lively discussion of 
the similarities, differences and overall thoughts of 
the movie and book that is inclusive for all. Make 
sure to grab your favorite drinks and snacks, and get 
ready for a night at the movies, with a twist!

Temple Sholom’s community group that creates adult-only  
events for those who are 50(ish) and over.

Watch for More IOT Events!
It’s Our Turn has many great ideas for  
future events. Watch for temple and  
special IOT eBlasts for announcements  
and more information. 

Ideas? Please contact either Jackie Lustig at 773-706-9953,  
jackielustig@mindspring.com, or David Goodman  
at 708-421-6664, david@sherikamikow.com.

Visit sholomchicago.org/iot for more 
information and to register for any event listed.

Carol & Sheldon HershmanIOT Chanukah Party
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On November 20, we observed Transgender Day of 
Remembrance by gathering members of our Or Chadash 
community to remember those whose lives were lost 
in acts of transgender violence. Rabbi Gellman, along 
with Airman Nicholas Bear Bade, Nathan Lamp, and Dr. 
Stacee Reicherzer joined to read poetry, sing, and recite 
Mourner’s Kaddish. As we look forward to a new secular 
year in 2021 and continue to celebrate the amazing 
strength of our Jewish LGBTQ+ community, we hold with 
us the memory of those who we have lost along the way. 

We continuously commit to rededicating ourselves 
and our Temple Sholom community to being a 
sanctuary for all people. We hope that if you identify 
as LGBTQ+, care about someone who is LGBTQ+, or 
even are an LGBTQ+ ally looking for another warm 
and embracing space within Temple Sholom, that you 
will join us in January and February for Or Chadash 
Shabbat and other social and spiritual programs.

To watch our observance of Transgender Day of 
Remembrance, go to facebook.com/orchadashchicago.

For questions about Or Chadash or LGBTQ+ 
programming at Temple Sholom, please reach out to 
Rabbi Gellman at rabbigellman@sholomchicago.org.

40s & 50s
We Came, We Saw, We Ate! 
Temple Sholom’s 40s & 50s (ish) group had a great 
day enjoying all things pizza, on our pizza tour with 
Pizza City, USA! Thanks to Steve Dolinsky’s pizza tour 
and our “Dough”cent Natalie, we visited some of 
the great pizza restaurants Chicago has to offer, 
and chowed down too. 

Just a friendly reminder that 40s/50s (ish) events 
are open to all congregants who are in this age 
bracket, regardless of relationship status.

Be on the lookout for information 
about upcoming events! If you 
are interested in learning more 
about the 40s/50s group or 
have potential event ideas, 
please contact Toby Sanders 
at toby@sholomchicago.org or 
773-435-1536. 

Brotherhood
Brotherhood & Brews was a success! 
What a great start to many more Brotherhood events at Temple 
Sholom. We’re glad to see so many of you joined us at Ravinia 
Brewing for an evening filled with new and old friends, as well as 
some good food and drinks. 

Have a great idea for a future Brotherhood event or want to be  
part of the planning committee? Contact Toby Sanders at  
toby@sholomchicago.org or 773-435-1536. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Brotherhood Shabbat
FRIDAY | FEB. 18 | 6:15PM

FRIDAY | JAN. 7 
TEMPLE SHOLOM | 7:45 PM  
Or Chadash Shabbat (in-person)

FRIDAY | FEB. 4 
TEMPLE SHOLOM | 7:45 PM  
Or Chadash Shabbat (in-person)

For more information, visit sholomchicago.org/or-chadash

To be added to the communications list, contact Stacy Charnay  
at stacy@sholomchicago.org or 773-435-1545.

Temple Sholom observes Transgender Day of Remembrance
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Questions about Sholom Justice, contributing items to the Monday Meal, getting involved or being added to our e-blast?  
Contact Toby Sanders at toby@sholomchicago.org or visit sholomchicago.org/tikkun-olam for more information.  
Please watch for additional events as they get added to our Sholom Justice calendar.

IN RECENT NEWS 
In November, we had a special Thanksgiving-themed 
Monday Meal filled with goodies, treats and hot 
chocolate. We are looking forward to when we can 
return to in-person meals to celebrate the big and small 
moments. Please be on the lookout for more information 
regarding the return of in-person meals when available. 
Feed the Hungry is still going strong, and we are now 
back with Religious School for a few Sundays too. We’re 

glad that after a year without being in-person, we can 
continue to have Religious School’s support for this great 
program. Sholom Justice also appreciates the continued 
support from all our families & Indvidual's who sponsor 
FTH Sundays. In November we also hosted our annual 
Chanukah Box Project. Thank you to all our volunteers who 
assembled and delivered these boxes filled with food and 
goodies, to those in the Chicagoland area in need. A 
special shout out to Crown Family High School who set up 
and taped the boxes together for us! 

Upcoming  
Events
Monday Meal
MONDAY | JAN. 3, 10, 17, 24, 
31, FEB. 7, 14, & 28 

Feed the Hungry
SUNDAY | JAN. 9, 30, & FEB. 13

Sholom Justice Shabbat
FRIDAY | JAN. 14 | 6:15 PM | MIXED-PRESENCE
Join Sholom Justice for our Annual Sholom Justice Shabbat 
featuring Dr. David A. Ansell. Dr. Ansell is the author of The 
Death Gap, and he will be speaking about his book and the 
stark disparities in our nation's healthcare system through 
the lens of the vast distance between high and low life 

expectancies for different neighborhoods here in Chicago. 

Be on the lookout for information about a future learning session with Dr. Ansell  
for a more in-depth discussion.

Winter Blood Drive
SUNDAY | JAN. 23 | 8:00 AM | TEMPLE SHOLOM
Sign up today to participate in Sholom Justice’s Winter Blood Drive. 

Crown Family High School builds Chanukah Boxes for Sholom Justice 

For more information, visit sholomchicago.org/or-chadash

To be added to the communications list, contact Stacy Charnay  
at stacy@sholomchicago.org or 773-435-1545.
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3480 N. Lake Shore Dr.
Chicago, IL 60657

Tu BiShvat
Tu BiShvat or the "New Year of 
the Trees" is Jewish Arbor Day. 
The holiday is observed on the 
15th (tu) of the Hebrew month 
of Shvat. 

Tu BiShvat Seder
MONDAY | JAN. 17 | 7:00 PM 

Join Eco Chavura & Sholom 
Justice for our 2nd Annual Tu 
BiShvat Seder. Please visit 
sholomchicago.org/tu-bishvat 
for more information and  
to register.

Last chance to 
Register for the  
Israel Trip!
A Family Journey 
to the Land and 
State of Israel
This trip is perfect for 
families and offers separate 
programming for both 
adults and youth so that 
everyone can embrace 
Israel at their own level.
Learn more at  
sholomchicago.org/israel-trip.

First Night Chanukah Candle Lighting  
at Temple Sholom

https://www.sholomchicago.org/event/eco-chavura-tu-bishvat-seder.html
https://www.sholomchicago.org/israel-trip#

