
   

 

                        

A Message from 
Rabbi Schuck 

NOVEMBER 2014     5775 HESHVAN/KISLEV 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
I am writing this with the heat cranked up in my study; the once green leaves outside of my window are closer to a deep red. The holiday 
season ended last night and it was soaring. From the month of Elul, through two days of Rosh Hashanah, the Ten Days of Repentance, Yom 
Kippur, a week of Sukkot, and finally Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah, these weeks have a been a spiritual refuge.  
 
Now what? 
 
Soon the cold rains will be drumming and the chill will slap our faces as we scrape the ice off of our windshields. There will most certainly 
be times that our hearts will feel orphaned as the sun sets at five o'clock. 
 
But our spiritual tank is full. Avinoam and Havi's voices still resonate in our sanctuary. Without too much effort, we can still conjure up the 
smell of the etrog, as faint as it may be. When you begin to feel the darkness of winter, recall one of the moments over the past month 
that made you feel whole or alive or part of something vital. The ability to return to such moments is a form of refilling the tank when it is 
empty, and this can sustain us until the first stork returns to our public gardens heralding strollers and rebirth.  
 
Until then, I hope to see you on shabbat, as we try to continue soaring for as long as humanly possible. 
 

 לשלום

 

 

Summer is Dying 
  

Summer is dying in the purple and gold and russet 

of the falling leaves of the wood, 
and the sunset clouds are dying 
in their own blood. 

  
In the emptying public gardens 
the last strollers break their walk 

to lift their eyes and follow 
the flight of the last stork. 

  
The heart is orphaned. 

Soon the cold rains will be drumming: 
"Have you checked your shoes? Have you patched your coat? 

Go and prepare potatoes." 
  
Haim Nachman Bialik 

 הקיץ גוע

  

 הקיץ גוע מתוך זהב וכתם

 ומתוך הארגמן

 עבי ערבים-שלכת הגנים ושל-של

 .המתבוססות בדמן

  

 רק טילים יחידים. ומתרוקן הפרדס

 וטילות יחידות

 ישאו עינם הנוהה אחרי ְמעּוף האחרונה

 .בשירות החסידות

  

 עוד מעט ויום סגריר. ומתיתם הלב

 :החלון יתדפק בדממה-על

 ?טלאתם אדרתכם? בדקתם נעליכם"

 ."צאו הכינו תפוחי אדמה

  

 חיים נחמן ביאליק
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The Pelham Jewish Center 

451 Esplanade 
Pelham Manor, NY 10803 
Phone: 914-738-6008 
Fax:   914-931-2199 
Email: office@thepjc.org 
Web: www.thepjc.org 

Clergy and Staff 
Rabbi David Schuck               
Ana Turkienicz, Education Director 
Adam Bukowski, Caretaker  
Kim Lewis, Office Manager  
 
The PJC is affiliated with The United  
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 

 
 

 

 
Board of Directors 
President Larry Cohen 
Executive Vice President     Hildy Martin 
Treasurer Melanie Samuels 
Secretary  Michelle Dvorkin 
Religious Practices Steve Martin 
Membership Marcelo Nacht 
Social Action Rachel Collens 
Fundraising Lisa Neubardt 
House Darren Lee 
Communications Jack Klebanow 
Learning Center Liz Tzetzo 
Family Programming Shayna Klopott 
General Board Member Rob Rossman 
 
PROGRAM COORDINATORS 
B’nei Mitzvah Coordinator Beth Yelsey 
B’nei Mitzvah Project Cheryl Goldstein 
Continuing Education Jeanne Radvany 
Hakol                                  Kim Lewis 
Kiddush Coordinator          Leah Leonard 

The HAKOL is published 11 times per year. Sub-
missions are due by the 15th of the month pre-
ceding publication.  Please send articles via 
email to Kim Lewis at office@thepjc.org, with 
copies to jackmklebanow@gmail.com. 

A LETTER FROM OUR FUNDRAISING DIRECTOR 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
With the High Holidays and Sukkot officially behind us, you might be wondering about the current status of the High Holi-
day Fundraising Campaign. We stressed the need to raise our collective giving levels and to raise our ultimate fundraising 
target to $150,000.  You might be wondering how we are doing. Are we close??   
 
I am very, very happy to report that to date we have raised $154, 392!! Not only have we met our target, we have ex-
ceeded it!  A great deal of thanks and gratitude goes to you, fellow congregants, who said yes to being involved and to mak-
ing our goal a reality.  
 
And as fantastic as this is, and it truly is, an equally significant result of this campaign is the number of families who made 
the decision to increase their gifts. We had 21 families contribute $2,500.00 or more to this campaign. This is a 31% in-
crease from families who gave at that level last year. Overall, of the families who participated in this year’s appeal, 74% 
participated at a level above that which they have given in prior years. 74%!  
 
These numbers reflect more than a monetary achievement. They represent a commitment to the PJC, our community and 
to each other. On behalf of the Board of Directors, I can tell you we are all deeply grateful to everyone who helped make 
this campaign so successful. Our shul is vibrant with study, programs, prayer and social action because of the generosity 
and care of so many of our families.  
 
Wishing you all the best, 
 
Lisa Neubardt 
PJC Fundraising Director 
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 
I wanted to thank everyone in the PJC family, from those who come 
each week to those who attend only during the High Holidays, for 
kicking off a wonderful 5775. This holiday season was energizing, in-
vigorating and fulfilling. I had many people approach me during this 
time and ask how they could increase their participation, both finan-
cially and by volunteering more time. What a great feeling. 
 
 
This has to be just the beginning. We have to carry this positive en-
ergy through the entire year. We need to continue to: 

 improve our communication; 

 expand our membership; 

 engage our teens; 

 secure our financial stability; 

 improve our strategic and administrative infrastructure; 

 expand our Friday night services; 

 Etc. 
 

There is still work to do and things to accomplish. We are off to a very 
exciting start and the Board of Directors of the PJC looks forward to 
working with everyone this year. Please participate. Our success is 
built by everyone helping. In a small shul such as ours it takes 100% 
participation. 
 

So thanks again to all from the Board of Directors of the Pelham  

Jewish Center. 

Pelham Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
Sunday, November 23th at 4pm 

Pelham Jewish Center 
451 Esplanade, Pelham Manor, NY  10803 

 
 

Come together with neighbors and community members to share the start of the 
Thanksgiving holiday!  Celebrate the spirit of the season through song & prayer in a 
meaningful and uplifting way.  Join with members of all of Pelham’s Houses of Worship 
during the annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service on Sunday, November 23th at 4pm for 
an hour of singing & inspiration.  Enjoy a favorite annual tradition or create a new one 
for your family by joining with congregants & clergy at the Pelham Jewish Center to 
give thanks for our blessings. 

 

Thank you to all the families who 
participated in the Yom Kippur Food 
Drive this year. 
  
The collection was a huge success, with 
a record number of 56 bags donated,  
benefiting the needy residents of the  
Bronx Jewish Community Council (BJCC). 

SAVE THE DATE 
FEBRUARY 28, 2015 

PJC GALA 
 

Mark your calendars! 
Don’t miss it! 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EDUCATION DIRECTOR 
As the season of Thanksgiving approaches in the Ameri-
can Calendar, I reflect on how this holiday intersects 
with Jewish tradition. In Judaism, we are compelled to 
always be in a state of gratitude. Upon waking up in the 
morning, we thank G-d for “restoring my soul to me…” 
Our daily liturgy gives us an opportunity to express grati-
tude for being alive, healthy, able to move, walk, under-
stand, speak, for being a part of the Jewish people, being 
able to learn and perform all human tasks. Giving thanks 
is a sentiment embedded in us as Jews.  
 
At the Learning Center, we have many reasons to be 
thankful to G-d, and to the people who make the Learn-
ing Center what it is. The people behind the scenes are 
cardinal for the LC to be a place where our children feel 
safe and comfortable to grow, learn, and experience 
their Jewish Identity. So, inspired by the upcoming 
Thanksgiving season, I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank each of them personally.  (Please do not 
think for a minute that the order in which I mention 
their names implies their significance!)   
First, I am thankful to Adam Bukowski, our caretaker. 
Next time you come into the PJC and smell the fragrance 
of cleanness all around; when tables and chairs are im-
peccably set in place and everything is sparkling and 
bright remember to thank Adam (and Magdalena too!).  
younger Adam and Philip too). Adam remembers what I 
forget … always with a smile, and always flawless.  
 

Next, so many thanks to Kim Lewis, our office manager. 

Kim is the sweet voice at the other end of the phone 

when you call the PJC.  Kim makes sure our teachers 

have the resources, putting a band-aid on a child 

scratches a knee, or kindly calling a parent who is late for 

pick up.  

Our treasurers, Melanie Samuels, Freddie Sigel, and our 
secret weapon, our super behind-the-scenes support, Jill 
Goldenberg. Thank you for your patience, devotion and 
diligence helping us operate our school. 
 
To the PJC Board members who invest so much of their 
family time into actively supporting all we do at the 
Learning Center: Liz Tzetzo, our Education Chair, Jack 
Klebanow, Communications, Darren Lee, House, Hildy 
Martin, VP, and of course, for the PJC’s president, Larry 
Cohen!  The other Board Members also contribute 
greatly! 
 

The Learning Center Education 
Committee is also key: Liz 
Tzetzo, Wendy Rackley, 
Melissa Kagan, Mimi 
Steinberg, Jeanne Radvany, 
Leah Leonard, and Anne Bres-
nick – thank you!! Also, Leah 
Leonard’s support for kid-
dushim and Learning Center 
activities – thank you!  
 
Our madrichim, our teen aides, Julia Glickman, Rachel 
Radvany, Abbie Leonard, Max Pine and Zach Leonard - 
thank you so much for volunteering your time to make 
the LC  a better place for all!  
 
Finally, of course, thanks to our Rabbi, Rabbi Schuck, 
who inspires us to be the best human beings we can be; 
who is always there to support and of course, to teach.  
No thanks could be enough for Rabbi Schuck! 
 
I may be forgetting someone, and I apologize in advance, 
and thank you, and everyone who makes our Jewish ex-
perience at the Learning Center the best it can be.  
Last and certainly not least, thanks to the wonderful LC 
Faculty and the amazing families who make up our com-
munity.  Even though the word is spreading, we may still 
be the best kept secret in Westchester! 
 
With gratitude and wishes of a Happy Thanksgiving,   
Ana Turkienicz 

Education Director 

Books and Bagels 
Sunday, November 9, 10-11:30 

 
Join us for story time and story-based activities 

(we'll break into age appropriate groups) 
Ages baby-age 9 

All welcome! 
Check the weekly announcements for an  

updated location 
 

Questions/RSVP to shayna.klopott@gmail.com 
Brought to you by the PJ Library and the Young  

Families Team 

mailto:shayna.klopott@gmail.com
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SOUP KITCHEN  
Thank you to the  Collens, Driesen, Glickman-Korenstein, Goldenberg, Leisman-Dukess, Levine, Rubock-Hersh , Singer and Yelsey 
families for providing a hearty and healthy dinner to the Soup Kitchen on  October 14, 2014.  Special thanks to Jonathan Kasper 
and the Hovaness-Prigot family for their generous donations. 
The PJC will be cooking and serving for the Community Services Associates Soup Kitchen on Tuesday, November 4, 2014. 

The menu for November 4th is as follows (enough for 10 people): 
 

 One Value Pack of  Boneless, Skinless Chicken Breasts (raw)  

 One Box of Instant Mashed Potatoes 

 Salad 

 Brownies 
 
If you would like to participate: 
 

 Contact Adam Lauzar at home 654-9486, cell phone 914-419-1252 or email at adamnkate86@gmail.com 

 Cook or purchase the menu items for 10 adults 

 Drop the food off at Adam’s house (81 Vaughn Avenue, New Rochelle, 10801) as early as Sunday, November 2nd,  
        and no later than NOON on Tuesday  November 4th. 

 If you would like to serve at the Soup Kitchen, let Adam know and be there at 4:50pm on  November 4th. The address is 115 
Sharpe Boulevard, Mt. Vernon, NY (Sanford to Fifth Avenue; right on Fifth. Church is at the corner of Fifth and Sharpe).  

 
Please note that the Learning Center’s Hei class will be serving in the soup kitchen on December 2nd, 2014, January 6th and  
May 5th, 2015. 

Kiddush Korner 
 

Our PJC Kiddush represents a wonderful conclusion to the meaningful Saturday morning Shabbat service.  It is a time to connect 

with fellow congregants, welcome new members & guests, and include our children in the weekly traditions.  The weekly Kid-

dush is a special way to celebrate a simcha--birthdays, anniversaries, and graduations are just a few occasions to acknowledge.  It 

is also customary to observe a yahrzeit by sponsoring a Kiddush in memory of a loved one. 

Sponsorship is simple—we do it all, from menu planning to set-up and clean-up.  Kiddush package options start at just $200.  

Please contact PJC Kiddush Coordinator Leah Leonard at lsleonard@optonline.net to reserve an upcoming winter / spring 2015 

Kiddush date now.  Thank you for helping to maintain a special PJC tradition! 

 

Available Kiddush Dates: 

January 3, 24, 31, 2015 

March 14, 28 

April 4, 11, 25 

May 9, 16, 23, 30 

June 6, 13 

 

The PJC thanks the following congregants for hosting a Kiddush last month: 

 

October  4  [Break fast] - John & Leah Leonard in honor of Ana Turkienicz and the teachers of the PJC Learning Center for 

  educating and engaging our children & teens and cultivating in them a lifelong love of Judaism 

 

October 11 Teddy & Doris-Patt Smith In honor of the birthdays of their grandsons, Max and Winston 

 

October 18 Anonymous  In memory of Melvin Martin and in honor of Steve & Hildy Martin 

 

October 25 Barry & Jill Goldenberg in honor of the PJC community 
 

mailto:adamnkate86@gmail.com
mailto:lsleonard@optonline.net
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THANKSGIVING-IN-A- BOX  

The annual Thanksgiving-in-a-Box food drive for needy families, now in its 8th year, has become an interfaith Pel-
ham event.  This year the drive will be coordinated through the Pelham Jewish Center, Huguenot Memorial 
Church, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Christ Church, St. Catharine's Parish and the Community Church of the  
Pelhams. The Pelham volunteers will be partnering with Family Services of Westchester and providing boxes of 
food to families in their Port Chester, Tarrytown, Mount Vernon, Yonkers, White Plains and Pelham locations.   
 
It is halachically permissible to purchase non-kosher food in order to donate it to an impoverished family. If 
one is interested in learning the halachic sources about this, feel free to contact Rabbi Schuck.  

  
We are asking volunteers to assemble a box of food for a family of 6-8 people. 

HOW CAN YOU PARTICIPATE?  It is really simple!   
  

STEP 1:     Contact: Rachel Collens at rachelcollens@optonline.net  
and let her know you'd like to put together a 
box.                                                          

STEP 2.     Pick up a box at the Pelham Jewish Center is marked 
with your name on it . This is important as we need to 
keep track of how many boxes we are delivering.  

Boxes will be available for pick up beginning Friday, 
November 7, 2014 

STEP 3.     Buy the food items (outlined next column) and pack the 
box.   

STEP 4.     Bring the box to the Huguenot church library by 5pm  
   Tuesday, November 25, 2014.                
Boxes may be delivered as early as 9:00 AM on Sunday,  
November 23rd but not before. 
  
 If you are interested in helping deliver the boxes on Wednesday 
morning November 26, 2014, please email Rachel at  
rachelcollens@optonline.net.  

Thanksgiving-in-a-Box items include:   

 
1 pre-cooked sliced spiral ham (8-10 pounds – you will find 

these in the meat section of your grocery 
store.  Please, no canned hams)  

2 (28-32oz) bags of rice 
3 (15 oz) cans corn 
3 (15 oz) cans peas 
1 (5 pound) bag of potatoes –approximately 12 pota-

toes                         
1 (3 pound) bag of apples - approximately 8-10 apples   
1 (1 pound) box of pasta –any kind 
1 (24 oz) jar of tomato sauce                                   
1 bag/container of cookies  
2 (64oz) containers juice (please no cider or anything that 

needs to be refrigerated!) 
 

NOTE: Everything will fit inside the box except for the ham. 

The PJC Welcomes our Newest Members: 
 

 

Diane and Adam Safer and their children Shara, Leora, and Eliana 

 

Heather Glickman and David Eliezer and their children Aviv, Rosalia and Dov 

 

Sherie and Avner Mar-Chaim and their daughter Maya 

 

Michal and Tomer Meron and their children Yoav, Yair and Tzur 

 

Marjut and Jonathan Herzog and their children Eliana and Sasha 

 
Jason and Becky Griffith and their children Nina and Jack 

mailto:rachelcollens@optonline.net
mailto:rachelcollens@optonline.net
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Tributes Made to The PJC In Honor of …  
 

Make tributes online … go to www.thepjc.org and click DONATE in the top right corner! 

 
 
 Hildy & Steve Martin, in memory of Donna Weissman’s mother Carol Smukler 
 Hildy & Steve Martin, in memory of Gary Trachten’s mother, Shirley Trachten 
 Hildy & Steve Martin, in memory of Les Rosenberg’s cousin Larry Rosenberg 
 Hildy & Steve Martin in honor of the beautiful holiday services led by the Rabbi and Avinoam  
 Sylvia Kampel Simha, in honor of the Simha and Kampel families 
 Janet Seifer & George Klein, in honor of the wonderful holiday services they attended 
 Peter Hoffman, in memory of Herbert & Edythe F. Benjamin 
 Miriam Korman, in memory of Herbert Korman 
 
 

Contributions to The Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  
 

 Ronnie Lynn Bader, in honor of the wonderful holiday service 
 
 

11/2 Marjorie Singer, mother of Mark Singer 
11/3 Mabel Blumenthal, grandmother of Barry Goldenberg 
11/6 Sherry Kaplan, sister of Gloria Horowitz 

11/7 Harold Rothberg, father of Peter Rothberg 

 Zelda Horowitz, mother of Sheldon Horowitz 

11/8 Judith Field, mother of Anne Field 

11/9 Clara Barback, mother of Spencer Barback 
11/11 Irving Machiz, father of Sandra Goldman, and Elaine 

Prager 
 Marilyn Hersh, mother of Amy Hersh 
11/12 Pearl Feinstein, founding member of the Pelham Jewish 

Center 
11/13 Arthur Goldiner, father of Paul Goldiner 
 

11/15 Karen Flores, sister of Michael Weissman 

 Ann Lewittes, sister of Deborah Stampfer 

11/16 Seena Prager, mother of Marc Prager 
11/17 Pauline Brest, mother of Lisa Neubardt 
11/18 Marion Last, sister of Daniel Perkis 
11/21 George Agris, father of Cheryl Agris 
11/23 Helen Brill Gordimer, founding member of the Pelham 

Jewish Center 
11/25 Morton Weissman, father of Michael Weissman 
11/26 Aaron Klebanow, father of Jack Klebanow 
 Sidney Mailick, father of Dan Mailick 
11/27 Emma Evan, mother of Frederica Sigel 
11/29  Judah Castiel, father of Dr. Mercedes Castiel 
11/30 Avrom Siegel, father of Rachel Collens 
  

The Pelham Jewish Center Remembers ...  
November Yahrzeits  

http://www.thepjc.org
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