
   

 

                        

A Message from 
Rabbi Schuck 

JANUARY 2015             5775 TEVET/SH’VAT 

 
Following is the text of Rabbi Schuck’s message given at the 
Pelham Interfaith Council Thanksgiving Service, held at the 
PJC on Sunday, November 23, 2014 

In one of the most gorgeous proclamations delivered by a US 
president, Abraham Lincoln invited all Americans "to set apart 
and observe the last Thursday of November next, as a day of 
Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwel-
leth in the Heavens." It was an unlikely time for such thanks-
giving. The year was 1863 and the Civil War, the bloodiest of 
all of our wars with over a half a million people killed, was 
raging in the background. It does require an extraordinarily 
steadfast faith to praise God in such moments of despair. But 
it was another line in the proclamation that caught my atten-
tion this year. President Lincoln proclaimed, "And I recom-
mend...that ... with humble penitence [we]...fervently implore 
the interposition of the Almighty Hand to heal the wounds of 
the nation and to restore it as soon as may be consistent with 
the Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, 
tranquility and Union." 

Now this is the type of faith that makes me nervous. This is a 
dangerous faith. 
 
When we ask God to restore peace, harmony, and tranquility, 
we have already lost the battle of restoration and healing. To 
proclaim the words, "Restoring harmony as soon as it may be 
consistent with the Divine purpose," is an invitation for a lot 
of waiting. My best guess based on the track record of human 
history is that the divine purpose is to pretty much let us fig-
ure this out ourselves. My faith teaches me that the best I can 
do is ask God to help me respond to tragedy and suffering 
with dignity and poise and to ask God to help me find peace 
within the private terror of my own suffering. But God isn't a 
waiter, taking my order for justice off the menu: "Hi, yes, I'll 
have one order of healthcare for the impoverished, an Ebola 
vaccine for Liberia, and education reform for Mount Vernon." 
Of all the theological, religious, and dogmatic claims of my 
religion, there is really only one that I believe without a shred 
of doubt: God is not a cosmic candy machine into which we 
insert a prayer and a quarter and then sit back and watch as 
justice emerges into our world. We cannot afford to believe 
that justice and healing will come when God determines it is 
time. Had I been President Lincoln's rabbinic advisor, that line 

would have read, "And I recommend...that while offering up 
the ascriptions justly due to [God] for the majesty of this uni-
verse and the gift of life, we use this day of Thanksgiving to  
act as God's outstretched arm, recommitting ourselves to the 
fact that God endowed us with the agency to fix the problems 
that we ourselves created, and that we will partner with the 
Holy One to work tirelessly to heal the injustices of our na-
tion."  
 
In the seemingly endless canon of sacred Jewish texts and 
teachings, there is a mishnah that is so simple and compact 
that it is easy to pass over it without much thought. The mish-
nah is the foundational text of the Talmud, and consisted of 
teachings and laws complied over roughly 100 years, during 
the life of Jesus, actually, and codified in the 3rd Century. In 
the Tractate called Ethics of the Fathers, the mishnah states, 
" ֵאין ֲאנִָשים ֵדל ִלְהיֹות ִאיש, ִבְמקֹום שֶׁ " ִהְשתַּ In a place where there 
are no men, strive to be a man. The language is not meant to 
be gendered. In the place where nobody steps up to be a per-
son of moral courage, you must strive to be that person. In a 
place where people are cowardly, we have to be the person 
who has the moral audacity to step up and fight indifference. 
 
 There are so many people who embody this teaching and can 
inspire us to be better, to be less indifferent to our own apa-
thy. I am thankful for journalists who risk their lives to report 
the atrocities committed around the world so that we can't 
claim that we didn't know. Steven Sotloff, may he rest in 
peace, was captured and beheaded by ISIS, and we now know 
that during his captivity, he found ways to hold on to his faith. 
According to another captive, on Yom Kippur, Sotloff told his 
torturers that he "was sick and didn't want to eat, even 
though we were served eggs that day.” There are so many 
layers of moral courage to the life that he lived and we ought 
to be teaching our children the stories of such people. I am 
thankful for people like about Dr. Steven Hatch, an infectious 
disease specialist from Boston and father of 13 year old twins 
who has been volunteering in a Liberian Ebola clinic. We can't 
all leave our lives and work to bring healing to the darkest 
places on earth. But we can commit to cultivating the moral 
courage required to speak out against a myriad of injustices in 
our country and within our local communities.  

Rabbi’s message continued on Page 4 
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SAVE THE DATE 
PJC Spring Gala 

 

Feb 28, 2015 

 
Lots to look forward to, especially small dinner parties 

in congregants’ homes. If you would like to host a din-

ner, please contact Lisa Neubardt at 

lisa@bakeatfourcorners.com or 914-494-7181 

     

 Sunday Morning  

Lecture Series   
10:00 a.m. 

 Jan. 25  Sheldon Horowitz 

 Feb.   8  Sheldon Horowitz 

Mar. 22  Gloria Horowitz 

Apr. 26  Gloria Horowitz  

It has been a tumultuous few weeks for the Pelham Jewish Center 
with all sorts of emotions being expressed. I want to join the discus-
sion with an expression of THANKS to everyone. 
I want to thank Rabbi Schuck for his honesty, integrity, profession-
alism and transparency. 
I want to thank the Board of Directors for their continued hard 
work, devotion and passion. 
I want to thank the membership. I have heard from so many peo-
ple: 

How can I help? 
What support do you need? 
Thank you for your hard work. 

 
I want to thank my friends and my wife, Diane, for allowing me to 
voice my stresses and creating sounding boards for questions, ideas 
and streams of consciousness and allowing us to have “PJC Talk” 
during the rare times we find to go out to dinner. 
In some ways these last few weeks have been incredibly positive. 
The PJC community is strong, vibrant, resilient and has the ability to 
rise to any occasion. We are blessed in so many ways. 
So I just wanted to take a moment to say THANK YOU to everyone. 
Regardless of what the future may hold for any of us, the PJC is a 
great place because of its great people. The future is bright. 

Larry Cohen, President 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

PJC Blood Drive 
January 11th, 2015 from 9:00 - 1:30 

 

Volunteer blood donors must be 16 - 75 (16 year olds re-

quire parental permission). 

 

For more information or to register please contact Linda 

Levine at levinelin@gmail.com, or 738-7159.  

PJC Women’s Group 

January 24th at 1pm 

Please join us! 

mailto:lisa@bakeatfourcorners.com
mailto:levinelin@gmail.com
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EDUCATION DIRECTOR 
PJC Student Leaders, Madrichim:  Emblematic of the 

Highest Jewish Values 

As Education Director, from 
time to time, I have to fill out 
boring forms.  A few weeks 
ago, I was surprisingly uplifted 
and excited by doing just such 
routine, administrative work: I 
fulfilled a request by one of 
our madrichim, Abbie Leo-

nard, attesting to the number of community service 
hours she had worked, volunteering in the Learning Cen-
ter last year, including work during weekday class times 
as well as special events on Shabbat and Sunday Family 
programming. Abbie had worked 56 community service 
hours! 
The smile on my face as I wrote those numbers would 

not vanish. I wanted to write on the form how much 

those hours meant for the 

Learning Center. I wanted to 

add three exclamation points 

next to the numbers. But I 

couldn’t since a boring form 

just asks for dates, numbers, 

names, and signature.  Done. 

56 hours! On top of sports, honors classes, studying, 

good grades, leyning Torah, leading Shabbat services.  

And Abbie is not alone:  at the Learning Center, we have 

been blessed with hardworking, generous and talented 

teens who have diligently set aside their time to show up 

consistently and to do whatever task is requested of 

them. This year, we have Julia Glickman as Morah Hildy’s 

right hand at Nitzanim, Abbie Leonard in Bet-Gimmel on 

Tuesdays, Rachel Radvany in Vav on Thursdays and Jun-

ior Congregation on Saturdays and Zach Leonard in Vav 

on Tuesdays and Bet-Gimmel on Thursdays. Max Pine is 

our administrative helper who makes sure classes have 

materials and snacks. The madrichim are our students’ 

“big brothers” and “big sisters”, they are role models 

and confidants. They help them learn, sitting with groups 

of students during Hebrew time and take an important 

role in our holiday celebrations leading group activities.  

 

They especially add ruach, 

great spirit, to everything we 

do.  So this is the name of the 

program we will be having in 

March, Recipe for Ruach, a 

shul-in activity made possible 

through a generous grant for 

teen engagement from the 

Jewish Education Project and 

UJA. 

Abbie recently wrote: “I think the madrichim program is 
a great opportunity for teens to impact the young lives 
of the PJC while also learning critical leadership skills for 
the future. It definitely has taught me valuable lessons 
about handling situations and teaching young children.” 
 

One of our recent madrichim, 

Noah Peck, worked as our music 

teacher’s madrich. Noah would 

bring his drum into all the LC’s 

classes, adding tremendous ruach 

to those classes. He then went off 

to college to study Veterinary 

Medicine, but recently changed his major to Music Edu-

cation! I hope and trust the years of work in the LC 

helped Noah discover what a great impact he can have 

on so many lives by pursuing a career in Music Educa-

tion. 

Our sages taught (Ethics of Our Fathers, 1:2) that the 
world stands on three pillars: Torah (learning), Avodah 
(prayer) and Gemilut Hassadim (acts of loving-kindness). 
Our madrichim embody these pillars. Even further, my 
hope is that their experience as madrichim will serve as a 
strong pillar for each of them, in whatever future choices 
they make. 
Yashar kochechem!  We are so proud of you, and what a 
blessing you bring to our children!  
 

Ana Turkienicz 
Learning Center Education Director 
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Rabbi’s message continued from Page 1 

 
This summer, when a swastika was carved into a sidewalk here in town along with the word "POWER", I was shocked at the num-
ber of people who said some version of, "Ah rabbi, don't make such a big deal out of this. It's probably just kids being kids." These 
weren't just random people here and there, these sentiments were expressed to me by some of the leaders within the Pelham 
community.  
You know what, that's just cowardice.  
 Our children deserve to see swift responses built on moral conviction, and that's our job. After all, our kids don't read the 
public statements that we like to release on such occasions. That's not action; that's marketing. But they sure do remember when 
they see righteous anger, they remember what it looks like when civic, religious, and social institutions in their community gather 
together and find many different ways to say the same thing, as someone in my community put it: "No way. Not here. Not in this 
town. We can do better than that."  
 This year, as Thanksgiving approaches, I am thankful for the people in our world and our community who act with moral 
conviction, even when its unpopular, as it usually is.  
 As we engage in local conversations about education, affordable housing, and taxes, I am thankful for the people who 
stand up in organized forums, on the playground, and on social media, and call us out for the times when the conversation di-
gresses into thinly veiled, bigoted stereotypes that fuel fear and xenophobia.  
 I am thankful for the many teachers and administrators who have to fight a national trend that privileges test scores over 
education, people who wake up each day and work tirelessly to spark the intellectual curiosity of the next generation.  
 I am thankful for people who didn't hesitate to tell our neighbors right here on James street that it is profoundly disre-
spectful to have a block party right outside of our parking lot, with live music, a bouncy castle, and a barbeque on Yom Kippur, our 
holiest day of the year when we fast in solemn prayer from morning to night. And, I am thankful for those who had the courage 
and pride to tell them that they should have switched the day the first time we asked, not the third time.  
 I am thankful for the public servants who insist that we can rise above our differences and become a community that val-
ues inclusiveness and brotherhood.  
 I am thankful for those who spend each and every day fighting to make space among us for the most vulnerable children 
and adults, people who are disenfranchised and often invisible, like those suffering from mental illness, the differently abled, and 
our homebound seniors.   
 I am thankful for those among our police and firefighters who risk their lives each and every day to protect and serve us.  
 I am thankful for the people who still attend our 9-11, Memorial Day, and Veterans Day memorials, and who in doing so, 
insist that their sacrifice is sacred to us.  
 I am thankful for the clergy in our town who have the courage to speak the truth even when it is unpopular, and I am 
thankful for their communities who tolerate the productive discomfort that such preaching generates.  
 I am thankful for people who find ways to remain tender and open despite the cruelty of our world. 
 I am thankful to live in a community in which many people quietly and without much fanfare, act with moral courage. 

  
IN THE PLACE WHERE NOBODY STEPS UP TO BE A PERSON OF MORAL COURAGE, YOU MUST STRIVE TO BE THAT PERSON. 

 
But so many of us can do better. I know that I can.  
 
We can't wait for God to fight this fight. God gave us all the tools we need to do it ourselves. In my imagination, God is mystified, 
wondering, "What are they waiting for?"  
 
So on Thursday, let us take a few moments to stand alone and look into the mirror, to truly look into our hearts and find the 
strength to fight the indifference that we may discover in its darkest corner. I offer you a few lines from a poem called "On  
Courage" by the poet John O'Donohue, and I offer it as a prayer that we can say as we look into our hearts:  

 
Invoke the learning of every suffering you have suffered. 

Close your eyes. 
Gather all the kindling about your heart to create one spark. 

That is all you need to nourish the flame that will cleanse the dark of its weight of festered fear. 
A new confidence will come alive to urge you toward higher ground. 

 

May we all meet on that higher ground on the last Thursday of November next, and let us say, Amen. 
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SOUP KITCHEN  
Thank you to the Collens, Glickman-Korenstein, Goldenberg, Leisman-Dukess, Levine,  Rubock-Hersh , and Singer 
families for providing a hearty and healthy dinner to the Soup Kitchen on  December 2, 2014.   
 
The PJC will be cooking and serving for the Community Services Associates Soup Kitchen next on Tuesday, January 6th. 2015. 

The menu for January 6th is as follows (enough for 10 people): 
 

 10 large or 20  small meat balls in sauce 

 2 boxes of uncooked ziti 

 Salad 

 Brownies 
 
If you would like to participate: 
 

 Contact Adam Lauzar at home 654-9486, cell phone 914-419-1252 or email at adamnkate86@gmail.com 

 Cook or purchase the menu items for 10 adults 

 Drop the food off at Adam’s house (81 Vaughn Avenue, New Rochelle, 10801) as early as Sunday, January 4th,  
        and no later than NOON on Tuesday  January, 6th. 

 If you would like to serve at the Soup Kitchen, let Adam know and be there at 4:50pm on  January 6th. The address is 115 
Sharpe Boulevard, Mt. Vernon, NY (Sanford to Fifth Avenue; right on Fifth. Church is at the corner of Fifth and Sharpe).  

 

Please note that the Learning Center’s Hei class will be serving in the soup kitchen this month, January 
6th, and again in May, 2015.  

Kiddush Korner 
 

Our PJC Kiddush represents a wonderful conclusion to the meaningful Saturday morning Shabbat service.  It is a time to connect 

with fellow congregants, welcome new members & guests, and include our children in the weekly traditions.  The weekly Kid-

dush is a special way to celebrate a simcha--birthdays, anniversaries, and graduations are just a few occasions to acknowledge.  It 

is also customary to observe a yahrzeit by sponsoring a Kiddush in memory of a loved one. 

Sponsorship is simple—we do it all, from menu planning to set-up and clean-up.  Kiddush package options start at just $200.  

Please contact PJC Kiddush Coordinator Leah Leonard at lsleonard@optonline.net to reserve an upcoming winter / spring 2015 

Kiddush date now.  Thank you for helping to maintain a special PJC tradition! 

 

Available Kiddush Dates: 

January 24, 2015 

March 14, 28 

April 4, 25 

May 16, 23, 30 

June 6, 13 

 

The PJC thanks the following congregants for hosting a Kiddush last month: 

 

December 6  Steve & Hildy Martin in honor of Steve’s birthday 

 

December 13  David & Jeanne Radvany in honor of Andy’s Bar Mitzvah 

 

December 20  Ted & Vivian Brown in honor of their 55thwedding anniversary 

 

December 27  Barbara Saunders-Adams in memory of the Yahrzeits of her mother, Selma Saunders, and father,  

   Charles Saunders 

mailto:adamnkate86@gmail.com
mailto:lsleonard@optonline.net
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PJC’s High Holiday Campaign a Great Success! 
 

We are pleased to announce the results of our 2014 High Holiday Fundraising Campaign. In raising $156,000, we hit 

our target and just kept going! A great deal of thanks and gratitude goes to those of you who said yes to being in-

volved and to making our goal a reality. An equally significant result of this campaign is that many families increased 

their gifts. We had 20 families contribute $2,500 or more, an increase of 25% from last year. These numbers represent 

a commitment to the PJC, to our community and to each other. We are deeply grateful to everyone who contributed to 

this effort. Our shul is vibrant with study, programs, prayer and social action because of the generosity and care of so 

many of our families.  

Builders ($15,000 and above) 

Rosenberg, Leslie & Sybil  

 

Pillars ($14,999 - $10,000)  

Martin, Steven & Hildy  

Rossman, Robert & Janice  

 

Leaders ($9,999-$5,000)  

Anonymous  

Haft, David & Jacqueline Schachter  

Goldman, Robert & Sandra  

Jaffe, Marshall & Naomi  

Prager, Marc & Elaine  

Radvany, David & Jeanne  

 

Principals ($4,999-$3,600)  
Abeshouse, Adam & Maria  

Cecil, Alec & Diane Zultowsky 

Cooper, Leonard & Judy  

Goldenberg, Barry & Jill  

Leonard, John & Leah  

Liesman, Steve & Karen Dukess  

Singer, Mark  

Trachten, Gary & Evelyn   
 

Guardians ($3,599-$2,500)  

Cohen, Larry & Diane 

Holtzman, Eugene & Mary  

Serebransky, Joel & Beth  

 

Promoters ($2,499-$1,800)  
Blumenthal, Steven & Charlotte 

Funess, Richard & Marijane 

Krulak, Roger   

Meyerson, Howard & Emily Glickman  

Peck, Joel & Shelli Goldberg Peck 

Sigel, Efrem & Frederica   

Stein, Jacqueline 

Weisman, Harold & Sally  

Weissman, Michael & Donna  

 

Benefactors ($1,799-$1,000)  

Anonymous  

Driesen, Jeremy & Jennie 

Glickman, Michael & Deborah Koren-

stein 

Lanoil, Jerry & Virginia Herron-Lanoil 

Mailick, Dan & Lydia Read  

Perrotti, Susan & Nicholas 

Rothberg, Peter & Andrea   

Samuels, David & Melanie  

 

Patrons ($999-$500)   
Anonymous 3  

Bowen, Michael & Judy Shampanier  

Cohen, Arlana  

Dvorkin, Michael & Michelle 

Goldman, David & Hnin  

Herzog, Jonathan & Marjut  

Horowitz, Sheldon & Gloria  

Hovaness, Haig & Andrea Prigot  

Katz, Arthur & Lois  

Katz, David  

Klebanow, Jack  

Kraftowitz, Lawrence & Amy Dunkin 

Lauzar, Adam & Kate  

Levine, Mark & Linda  

Mazur, Marc & Nora 

Novikov, Andrei & Kate Collins 

Ploski, David & Liz Tzetzo   

Reffold, Laurence & Beth Starr  

Rubin, Michael & Jolles, Renee  

Safer, Adam & Diane   

Salama, Carlos & Mona Gabbay  

Singer, Rhonda  

Smith, Theodore & Doris-Patt  

 

 

Sponsors ($499-$250)   
Anonymous 

Almo, Steve & Anne Bresnick  

Cohen, Jason & Tracie  

Ehrenreich, Zachary & Melanie Stern 

Fiorito, Geoffrey & Naomi  

Goldberg, Matthew & Lisa Wagner  

Kagan, Adam & Melissa  

Klein, Alfred & Shelley  

Mark, Len & Susan  

Neubardt, Lisa & Andrew  

Rackley, Chris & Wendy  

Sasson, Alain & Joan  

Saunders-Adams, Barbara  

Stampfer, Morris & Deborah  

Stettner, Andrew & Jeanny Silva  
 

Friends ($249-$100)   
Anonymous 

Backer, Jon & Amy Ehrlich  

Bronner, Ethan & Naomi Kehati  

Dreyfus, Eleanor  

Dreyfus, Melissa  

Druckerman, Martin & Meryl 

Frankel, Michael & Shayna Klopott  

Grossman, Florence  

Handelman, Stephen & Susan Simpson  

Jacobson, Alex & Tatyana   

Jacobson, Nadine & Robert  

Kahn, Robert & Andrea DeRose Kahn  

Kravitz, Lester &  Rosalie  

Kushnick, Daniel & Janice Goldklang 

Lewis, Geoff & Anne Field  

Masson, Alain & Diane   

Mosk, Gary   

Nacht, Marcelo & Cheryl Goldstein  

Perkis, Daniel & Eleanor Einzig  

Wulfsohn, Ben & Cara  
 

Supporters ($99-$18)   
Cabin, Daniel & Patricia  

Chasnoff, Joel & Dorit  

Hochberg, Mark & Carey  

Jacobs, Doreen & Gerald  

Karson, Tom & Deborah   

Kasten, Iris   

Lief, Eugene & Maria Kogan  

Moshe, Adrian  

Sasson, David & Gabrielle  

Schulman, Jeremy & Sari  

Staple, Gloria   

Wies, Suzanne & Peter  
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Tributes Made to The PJC In Honor of …  
Make tributes online … go to www.thepjc.org and click DONATE in the top right corner! 

 
 Max, Sidney & Martha Fink, in honor of their parents Bronia and Julius Fink 
 Florence Grossman, in memory of her beloved grandmother, Malke Steinberg 
 Debra Seltzer, in honor of Lydia Read for Bikor Cholim 
 Ted & Vivian Brown, in memory of Bruce Sturman, cousin of Ted Brown 
 
 
 
 

1/1 Arnie Merkin, mother of Meryl Druckerman 
1/2 Didi Moshe, father of Adrian Moshe 
1/4 Leatrice Borofsky, mother of Lewis Borofsky 

 Esther Diament, sister of Gloria Horowitz 

1/5 Eliezer Klopott, grandfather of Shayna Klopott 
1/7 Melvin Prigot, father of Andrea Prigot 
1/8 Diane Geller, mother of Edward Geller 
 Joseph Y. Lenney, father of Leah Lenney 
1/9 Henry Smith, father of Leah Leonard 
1/10 Morris Jacobs, father of Gerold Jacobs 
1/11 Henry Goldman, father of Robert Goldman  
 Stanley Stern, father of Melanie Stern 
1/12 Helen Goldberg, mother of Shelli Goldberg-Peck 

1/13 Frank Bennett, grandfather of Leah Leonard 

 Ellenore Levander, founding member of Pelham Jewish 

Center 

1/15 Nathan Schaeffer, father of Florence Grossman 
1/18 Elsie Goldiner, mother of Paul Goldiner 
1/20 Morris Covell, founding member of Pelham Jewish  
 Center 
 Artis Read, mother of Lydia Read 
1/23 Ruth Katz, mother of Arthur Katz 
 Esther Kraftowitz, mother of Lawrence Kraftowitz 
1/24 Sadie Druckerman, mother of Martin Druckerman 
1/25 Emanuel Cabin, grandfather of Daniel Cabin 
1/29 David Jae, founding member of Pelham Jewish Center 
 

The Pelham Jewish Center Remembers ...  
January Yahrzeits  

http://www.thepjc.org
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