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A thirteen-year old child stands up in front of a room of 150 
people and with a shaky voice, begins to chant the opening 
verses of the Torah service. She likely appears a bit frazzled, 
taken aback by living an experience that she only imagined in 
the abstract. If she gets up the courage to look up from the 
siddur (prayer book), perhaps the smile on her mother’s 
beaming face reminds her that she can do this, and do it well. 
Soon, she is standing in front of the ark, holding a Torah scroll 
on which every letter was written with focused intention. 
With a similar focus and a newfound confidence, she sings the 
words of the Shema. I am never sure if she is thinking about 
the millions of lips that have said those words before her, 
some in a final act of martyrdom, others as an expression of 
faith, and many more as a softly whispered lullaby. But I am. I 
imagine the sound of all those voices chanting in unison, a 
chorus of accents from Argentina to Ethiopia, the microtonal 
intonations of India and Yemen, and the lyrical pitch of Italian 
and Spanish Jewry. One more voice is being added to this 
2,500 year-old choir. When cognizant of this, it’s hard to hold 
back the tears. But there is more to the bar/ bat mitzvah than 
religious transcendence. 
 In the beginning of the preparation process, most 
parents hear their kids declare: “I am never going to be able to 
do this!” After all, the task is daunting: learning the system for 
chanting the Torah and Haftarah (yes, they are different!); 
learning how to lead parts of the prayer service; studying and 
then writing a d’var torah; and of course, standing in front of 
everyone and actually doing all of these things. It is a lot. On 
top of all of this, our kids are entering the most awkward 
stage of adolescence (for many boys, merely singing in He-
brew in front of their peers is terrifying enough). Feeling over-
whelmed by all of this is completely rational. As parents we 
ought to acknowledge these anxieties with our kids while in-
sisting that we believe in them and that we know that they 
can accomplish this feat.  
 The experience of succeeding at such a unique chal-
lenge is often life-changing. We live in an age of automatic 
belt promotions in martial arts (it’s a good business model) 
and a politically correct culture that promotes everyone as a 
winner (trophies for all!!). Our children have very few process 
 related challenges that seem wholly unattainable from the 
start (including in sports, the arts, and/or academics). In this 
sense, the bar/bat mitzvah provides an opportunity for signifi-
cant  

emotional and psychological growth in our children. It is 
touching to see the pride and self-assurance in the faces of 
our bnei mitzvah as they wind down their last blessing. Per-
haps the most remarkable element of this coming of age ritual 
is what we communicate to our kids by asking them to teach a 
room full of adults: You ought to take yourself and your ideas 
seriously because after all, we do.   
 In our community many parents define themselves as 
“not religious.” It is hard to know exactly what we mean when 
we say this, but it can lead to an ambivalence around a child’s 
preparation for the bar/bat mitzvah because it is a “religious 
ceremony.” Ambivalent parents will almost always lead to 
ambivalent children. The practical and immediate conse-
quence of this is that the optimism and encouragement that 
our kids need in order to soar can be overshadowed by an 
unstated but palpable approach that aims low. Rather than 
foster a sense that this whole process will leave a lasting and 
positive imprint on our kids’ identity, in our ambivalence, we 
convey the notion that all of this is a perfunctory thing that we 
need to do “simply because.” Instead of expressing the belief 
in our child’s capacity to become a bar/ bat mitzvah and 
achieve something far greater than they can even imagine, we 
merely encourage them to expend the minimum amount of 
effort necessary to have a bar/bat mitzvah. 
 Ambivalence in one’s Jewish identity is healthy. The 
challenge is developing an awareness of the way that ambiva-
lence impacts our ability to best parent and guide our chil-
dren. I am very proud of the warmth, love, and joy that are 
palpable in our community during bnei mitzvah (plural of bar 
mitzvah). We have an opportunity to give our children the 
precious and rare gift of a transformative emotional and Jew-
ish experience in which they overcome very challenging condi-
tions to achieve something that they thought would be unat-
tainable. Let’s not let that opportunity become eclipsed by an 
ambivalence that can prevent us from best supporting the 
growth of our children. 
 
 
L’shalom, 

 
Rabbi David A. Schuck 
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President Kate Lauzar 
Executive Vice President     Hildy Martin 
Treasurer Melanie Samuels 
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Religious Practices Steve Martin 
Membership Sandy Angevine 
Social Action Rachel Collens 
Fundraising Lisa Daley 
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ENGAGING ISRAEL: FOUNDATIONS FOR A NEW RELATIONSHIP 

A Hartman Institute Lecture & Study Series 
Led by Rabbi David Schuck 

 
Through video lectures, text study, and lively group discussion, we are pleased to bring the dynamic and world-

renowned Shalom Hartman Institute program to the PJC. 
 
Going deeper than the political issues of the day, Engaging Israel is a series of stand-alone workshops that will re-
frame our discussion about the significance of the State of Israel for contemporary Jews worldwide.  
 
The Engaging Israel workshop series elevates the conversation about Israel by rooting it in Jewish values and ideas 
rather than a response to crisis.  
 
Thinking of joining us for our trip to Israel in Summer, 2014?  Start the journey here!  
 
We will explore questions such as: What are the benefits of Jewish sovereignty? How should a Jewish state exercise 
military power ethically? How do we create and maintain a Jewish democracy? Why should American Jews care about 
Israel? What values should a Jewish state embody? What can Israel offer the world?  
 
Each session includes text study and discussion led by Rabbi Schuck, along with multi-media presentations by top 
scholars and experts.  Join us for this wonderful opportunity to engage in thinking about the meaning that Israel can 
have in our lives and what our role might be in envisioning and building the future of the Jewish State.  

 
 Feb 2--11am • Feb 9--9:30am • Mar 9--9:30am •  

Mar 30-- 11am  • Apr 6--10am  • 
 May 4--10am • May 18--11am  • June 8—10am 

 

The HAKOL is published 11 times per year. Sub-
missions are due by the 15th of the month pre-
ceding publication.  Please send articles via 
email to Kim Lewis at office@thepjc.org, with 
copies to jackmklebanow@gmail.com. 
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 
I remember the pushke (Yiddish, from the Polish word puszka, 
which means tin can) that sat on my grandmother's kitchen 
counter, right next to the phone. Even as the rotary dial turned 
into a touch tone, then into a cordless, still the pushke sat wait-
ing. Waiting for the coins to fill it. 
 
My grandmother always paid cash, for everything from grocer-
ies to my and my sister's Florence Eisman dresses for the High 
Holidays. As soon as she returned from shopping, she took her 
coat off, put down her "pocket book" (not purse!), and put her 
change in the pushke. When we kids visited and accompanied 
her on errands, we fought to be the one to whom she gave the 
coins to put in the pushke. I can still hear the clink clank as the 
coins fell into the metal box. 
 
My grandmother's generation was very clear on the importance 
of giving, of helping others in need. I am not sure we are quite 
as good at it. 
 
I could cite pages of facts, findings and statistics about giving, 
from the October 2013 Pew Research Study on American Jewry 
or from the mid-January 2014 report just released from LA-
based Jumpstart research institute on the same topic. The re-
search clearly demonstrates that Jewish giving is trending 
downward overall; that younger Jews are less philanthropic 
than older generations; and that Jews give less to their houses 
of worship than non-Jews. 
 
Let's put those statistics and trends away, and focus on our-
selves for a moment. How are we doing in our own community? 
Are we doing as much as we can to support our synagogue? Or 
do we figure that someone else will volunteer or someone who 
has more money than we do will step up? The truth is, in order 
to maintain our beautiful buildings, pay our excellent staff, and 
offer all that we do, each of us has to do our part, whatever that 
is. I ask that we each take a moment, as this new year begins, to 
reflect on how we are contributing to sustaining the PJC and 
consider if we are giving to the best of our ability. 
 
Contributing to the PJC is a way to express what the PJC means 
to you. What place our synagogue community holds in your life. 
What solace and shelter you find, whether it is in the sanctuary 
or sharing shabbos meals with friends; whether through your 
connection to your own spiritual life, or to your children's edu-
cation or through your relationships with your friends; in times 
of great joy and also through times of loss and sorrow. To feel 
bolstered and supported and surrounded by community. To feel 
that you matter, and are seen and valued for who you are. 
 
I encourage us all to seek ways to support this very special com-
munity. Without each of us contributing---whether it is giving of 
our time or giving our money, or even both time AND money----
we cannot be all that we are. Like anything we find meaningful 
in our lives, supporting the PJC takes nurturing, attention, 
thoughtfulness. And it takes action,  time and money too. 

As you reflect, here are two sugges-
tions to consider adding to your PJC 
giving practice. First, think about using 
life cycle moments to acknowledge 
blessings and sorrows, either yours or 
others'. For instance, in addition to a 
baby gift, why not make a gift to the 
PJC in honor of the new mom and dad? 
To acknowledge the death of a friend's parent, send a tribute to 
the PJC in memory of your friend's loved one. Is your friend 
having a "big" birthday? Have you considered giving a mazal tov 
donation to the PJC in his/her honor? Or honor a bar or bat 
mitzvah family with a contribution to the PJC. 
 
These tributes needn't break your bank---giving $18 or $36 to 
the PJC to celebrate a simcha or commemorate a loved one is a 
lovely way to let someone know you are thinking of them as 
they celebrate or as they mourn. If you can give more, by all 
means do, but please do not let the amount of this kind of gift 
keep you from giving. The person you are honoring or remem-
bering will receive an acknowledgment of your gift (the amount 
is not included) in the mail. You can mail a check to the office 
with a note about the tribute, or, if you have a PayPal account, 
you can make this type of donation directly through our web-
site, by clicking on the "donate now" button on the top right 
hand corner of the home page. 
 
Second, our annual PJC gala is around the corner, on March 
8th. This is an opportunity to have a really fun night out, while 
supporting our synagogue. Grab your friends on this one Satur-
day night. Instead of going to your local favorite restaurant, 
come have dinner at a congregant's home, then join us for 
beautiful desserts and an entertaining evening back at 451 Es-
planade.  Have a drink with someone new, see your friends in a 
different light. Earmark one night this year ---March 8th---to 
spend your entertainment dollars at the PJC. We'll even provide 
babysitting if you need it. It's for a good cause, and Lisa Daley 
and the gala committee guarantee a good time! Check out the 
invitation in these pages and RSVP "yes"! 
 

I encourage you to consider adding a pushke to your home if 
you do not already have one. Or bring out the one you have 
and haven't used. Or ask your kids to make one that's just right 
for your family. Your pushke is real, something you can touch 
and see. Let it be the reminder, in full view, of our obligation to 
take care, one for the other--to care for the vulnerable, for 
those in need. And a reminder to give to the PJC too. 
 
Make the pushke part of your family's life. It's your best self, 
right there on the shelf, or on the kitchen counter, or near the 
basket where your toss your keys and coins when you walk in. 
Let it be the reminder of the blessings you have, and the obliga-
tion to give tzeddakah. The clink clank of the coins as they drop 
inside will stay with you for years to come. 
 
L'shalom, 
Kate 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EDUCATION DIRECTOR 
"Mishenichnas Adar, marbim b'simchah - "When Adar begins, 

we increase in joy." (Babylonian Talmud, Taanit 29a) 
 
On February 1st we will enter the Jewish month of Adar, when 
we traditionally celebrate the holiday of Purim. However, this 
year is called a “leap” year, in which a second Adar is added.  
Why are there two months of Adar this year? And if in Jewish 
calendar there are two months of Adar in one year, does this 
mean double joy and celebration? How does this work?  
The Jewish calendar follows the lunar cycle, of 354 days, in 

contrast with the Gregorian calendar, which is a solar year, 

with 365 days. This means there is a gap of 11 days per year 

between the two calendars. In order to keep the Jewish holi-

days aligned with the seasons, seven times every 19 years, 

which means every two or three years we add an extra month 

to the calendar. The double month is the month of Adar, (the 

month of the holiday of Purim) and the year then is called a 

leap year, (in Hebrew – shanah me’uberet – a “pregnant” 

year). The current year is one of those leap years, a “shanah 

me’uberet”. On February 1st we will be welcoming the month 

of Adar Rishon (First Adar) and on March 2 we will start the 

month of Adar Sheni (Second Adar). Purim will be celebrated 

on the 14th of Adar Sheni, March 16th, 2014. So what do we do 

with the preliminary month, Adar Rishon? Do we celebrate 

Purim twice? 

The Jewish mystics attribute a spiritual value to each month; 

they connected the month of Adar to the power of transfor-

mation. That is since the Purim holiday turned Jewish destiny 

upside down: the upcoming destruction of the Jewish commu-

nity of Persia was replaced by salvation and the end of evil 

Haman. The sorrow and the fear of were turned into joy and 

happiness. In mystical Judaism, we are advised to incorporate 

the transformative nature of the month of Adar into our own 

lives, to make a “lemonade” from our lemons. In a year where 

there are two Adar months, we then have a double opportu-

nity to transform our weaknesses into strengths, our fears into 

belief and determination. We have 60 days of opportunity to 

do good, rejoice, and improve our personal and communal 

lives. The holiday of Purim, on the 14th day of Adar Sheni be-

comes the celebration of the transformational power of good-

doing and trust in our partnership with G-d. This is ritually 

translated by performing the four Mitzvoth (commandments) 

of Purim, all starting with the letter “M”: Megillah(attending 

the traditional reading of the Purim scroll) , Mishloach Manot 

(exchanging packages of goodies among friends), Matanot 

L’Evyonim (giving to the poor)  and Mishteh(Festive Meal). 

In the Learning Center, we will make good use of the 60 days 

of Adar I and Adar II to increase learning experiences in Social 

Action. We will have 60 days of opportunities to maybe turn 

other children’s lives a little better by collecting toiletries and 

school supplies for students at the Jewish Child Care Associa-

tion Westchester campus in Pleasantville. The JCCA provides 

residential services school for more than 300 children from 

New York City and the Bronx who have been removed from 

their original families for various reasons. Their “Pur” (destiny, 

the main idea in the word “Purim”) may be turned around by a 

new opportunity of education and care at the Cottage Schools, 

served by the JCCA. (http://www.jccany.org/site/PageServer?

pagename=cottage_pcs)  

 Our gifts to the Cottage Schools 
students send them a message 
that they are not alone in this 
world. For the LC students, this is 
an opportunity to experience 
Jewish values in action, allowing 
them to actively care for those 
whose luck faired not as well as 
ours. Students will write cards to 
each recipient and wrap the pre-
sents as true gifts (matanot). Please bring your donations to 
the LC from February 1st up to March 4th and drop them off in 
the designated bin inside the coat closet by the back entrance. 
Our Vav and Zayin students will personally deliver the gifts 
(Matanot la Evyonim) on Tuesday, March 11. Let’s take the 
transformational opportunity of double Adar, in this 
“pregnant/leap” Jewish year to bring some joy to other chil-
dren. Let’s improve our ways and bring light to the world - to 
ourselves, our families, our community and beyond. 
 
Happy month of Adar I! 
L’shalom, 
Ana Turkienicz 

LET SHUL BE FUN  
FOR THE KIDS! 

 

Books, games, puzzles!  Now in the PJC 

sanctuary is a new bookshelf filled with 

diversions and activities for kids. We en-

courage families to bring their children to 

shul and have them play or read in the 

sanctuary. The bookshelf is in the back of 

the room and has materials for kids from 

infants to school age. 

http://www.jccany.org/site/PageServer?pagename=cottage_pcs
http://www.jccany.org/site/PageServer?pagename=cottage_pcs
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SOUP KITCHEN  
Thank you to the Collens, Driesen, Goldenberg, Glickman-Korenstein, Hovaness-Prigot,  Liesman-Dukess, Levine, Levitz,  
Rubock-Hersh,  and Singer families for providing a hearty and healthy dinner to the Soup Kitchen on  January 7th. 
  

The PJC will be cooking and serving for the Community Services Associates Soup Kitchen 
on Tuesday, February 4th, 2014. 

The menu is as follows (enough for 10 people): 

 Meatloaf 

 One box of white rice 

 Salad 

 Chocolate Chip Cookies 
 
If you would like to participate: 
 
 Contact Adam Lauzar at home 654-9486, cell phone 914-419-1252 or email at adamnkate86@gmail.com 
 Cook or purchase the menu items for 10 adults 
 Drop the food off at Adam’s house (81 Vaughn Avenue, New Rochelle, 10801) as early as Sunday, February 2nd,  
        and no later than 12pm on Tuesday  February 4th. 
 If you would like to serve at the Soup Kitchen, let Adam know and be there at 4:50pm on  February 4th. The address is 

115 Sharpe Boulevard, Mt. Vernon, NY 

Kiddush Korner 
 

Our PJC Kiddush represents a wonderful conclusion to the meaningful Saturday morning Shabbat service.  It is a 
time to connect with fellow congregants, welcome new members & guests, and include our children in the weekly 
traditions.  The weekly Kiddush is a special way to celebrate a simcha--birthdays, anniversaries, and graduations are 
just a few occasions to acknowledge.  It is also customary to observe a yahrzeit by sponsoring a Kiddush in memory 
of a loved one. 

Sponsorship is simple—we do it all, from menu planning to set-up and clean-up.  Kiddush package options start at 
just $150.  Please contact PJC Kiddush Coordinator Leah Leonard at lsleonard@optonline.net to reserve now for up-
coming spring 2014 occasions.  Thank you for helping to maintain a special PJC tradition! 
 
Kiddush Dates—2014: 
April 5, 19, 26 
May 10 

 
The PJC thanks the following congregants for hosting a Kiddush last month: 
 
January 4 Carlos Salama & Mona Gabbay In honor of Michael’s Bar Mitzvah 
 
January 11 Alfred & Shelley Klein In honor of the upcoming wedding of Ellen Klein & Jason Wirchin 
 
January 18  Norman Bloom In memory of the Yahrzeit of his wife, Eleanore Bloom 
 
January 25 Ellie Einzig In memory of the Yahrzeit of her mother, Charlotte Zipser 

mailto:adamnkate86@gmail.com
mailto:lsleonard@optonline.net
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HIGH HOLIDAY FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN 2013 
 
In keeping with the PJC’s established practice of publicly recognizing the generous contributions of our membership, we are pleased 

to present the results of the 2013 High Holiday Fundraising Campaign. We raised over $110,000 this year, all because of the gener-

osity of families such as yours. Each gift directly impacts all that is happening at the PJC and we are grateful for the enthusiastic 

participation of so many members of our community. With sincere thanks:  

Pillars ($10,000 and above)  

Sybil & Les Rosenberg  

Janice & Rob Rossman  

 

Leaders ($5,000-$9,999) 

Anonymous 

Jacqueline Schachter & David Haft 

Elaine & Marc Prager  

 

Guardians ($2,500-$4,999) 

Anonymous 

Maria & Adam Abeshouse 

Jill & Barry Goldenberg 

Naomi & Marshall Jaffe 

Leah & John Leonard 

Hildy & Steven Martin 

Jeanne & David Radvany 

Beth & Joel Serebransky 

Frederica & Efrem Sigel 

Mark Singer 

Evelyn & Gary Trachten 

 

Benefactors ($1,000-$2,499) 

Anonymous 

Sandy & Brad Angevine  

Diane & Larry Cohen 

Marijane & Richard Funess  

Deborah Korenstein & Michael Glickman  

Mary & Eugene Holtzman  

Virginia Herron-Lanoil & Jerry Lanoil  

Helen Stephenson & Lawrence Levitz  

Karen Dukess & Steve Liesman  

Lydia Read & Dan Mailick  

Emily Glickman & Howard Meyerson  

Cheryl Goldstein & Marcelo Nacht  

Susan & Nicholas Perrotti 

Andrea & Peter Rothberg  

Melanie & David Samuels 

Jacqueline Stein 

Sally & Harold Weisman 

Donna & Michael Weissman 

 

Patrons ($500-$999) 

4 Anonymous 

Ronnie & Spencer Barback  

Michelle & Michael Dvorkin  

Hnin & David Goldman  

Andrea Prigot & Haig Hovaness  

David Katz 

Jack Klebanow 

Kate & Adam Lauzar  

Linda & Mark Levine 

 

 

 

Nora & Marc Mazur 

Kate Collins & Andrei Novikov  

Liz Tzetzo & David Ploski  

Jane Azia & Rob Quaintance 

Mona Gabbay & Carlos Salama  

Rhonda Singer 

Doris-Patt & Theodore Smith  

 

Sponsors ($250-$499) 

Anne Bresnick & Steve Almo  

Alice & Norman Bloom  

Annie & Lewis Borofsky 

Jennie & Jeremy Driesen  

Melanie Stern & Zachary Ehrenreich 

Lisa Wagner & Matthew Goldberg 

Gloria & Sheldon Horowitz  

Shelley & Alfred Klein 

Joan & Alain Sasson  

Deborah & Morris Stampfer  

 

Friends ($100-$249) 

5 Anonymous 

Amy Ehrlich & Jon Backer 

Norman Bloom 

Judy Shampanier-Bowen & Michael Bowen 

Tracie & Jason Cohen 

Lisa Daley 

Naomi & Geoffrey Fiorito 

Donna Goodstein 

Florence Grossman 

Susan Simpson & Stephen Handelman 

Melissa & Adam Kagan 

Andrea DeRose & Robert Kahn 

Anne Field & Geoff Lewis 

Maria Kogan & Eugene Lief  

Susan & Len Mark 

Eleanor Einzig & Daniel Perkis 

Barbara Saunders-Adams 

Heather & Steven Schneider 

 

Supporters ($18-$99) 

4 Anonymous 

Eleanor Dreyfus 

Melissa Dreyfus 

Susan & Russell Epstein 

Iris Kasten 

Elaine & Adrian Moshe 

Cheryl Agris & Richard Pine 

Gabrielle & David Sasson 

Gloria & Irwin Staple 

Jeanny Silva & Andrew Stettner 
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2014 

THE PELHAM JEWISH CENTER ISRAEL TRIP 2014 

 
Join your PJC friends and Rabbi Schuck for an exciting visit to Israel this summer. This is your 
chance to fall in love with this amazingly beautiful country, our spiritual homeland. 
 
We plan to leave New York late on Saturday night, June 28th, arriving Sunday evening in Jeru-
salem. You will spend a few days getting to know this ancient city before traveling south for a 
night in a Bedouin encampment and an early morning climb up Masada. You will feel right at 
home when you return to Jerusalem for more sightseeing and a visit with Havi and Avinoam. 
The group will then travel north for 2 nights, staying at a lovely kibbutz.  From there we will 
travel down to Tel Aviv to experience the excitement of this modern city and to visit the sites 
that help create the State of Israel. On the last day you will be free to go to the beach, or 
shop in the markets before a late check out from the hotel and a farewell diner. Our flight 
home will leave around midnight and arrive back in NY early on Friday morning, July 11th. 
 
The trip will include 11 nights in 4/5 star hotels, all touring by air conditioned coach with our 
personal tour guide and a children’s counselor. A tremendous Israeli breakfast is included 
every day along with 7 dinners. 
 
If you have any questions, either call me or email. 
 
Sandra Goldman 
738-4557 
sandra@inflationsystems.com 
 

Land only $3200 Land, with Air $5000* per person in a double room 
Single room supplement add $1280  

Child, age 2-12 sharing a double room: $2930 Land, with Air $4730* 
Child, age 2-12 as an additional person in room: $2400 Land, with Air $4200* 

Child, 13-18 as an additional person in room: $2675, with Air $4475* 
 (*includes airport taxes and fuel surcharge at today's rate of $460, subject to change) 

*Airport Tax and Fuel Surcharge are Subject to Change until purchased 
The above prices are based on a group of 30 people and may change dependent on group size  

 

Price includes: 11 Nights Hotels, All Breakfasts, 7 Dinners, 2 Lunches, Admissions to sites, 
Tour Guide, Youth Counselor, Air Conditioned Bus, Tips Plus Unlimited Fun  

 
· Return this application as soon as possible with a deposit of $1000.00 per passenger. 
· Balance due $1000.00 per passenger on 3/15, 4/15 & Final balance on 5/15/2014 
· Make deposit check payable to The Pelham Jewish Center (we can NOT accept credit cards) 

 

Check your Passport – It must be valid for 6 months beyond your trip return date. 

mailto:sandra@inflationsystems.com
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Todah Rabah! Thank you!  
 

The PJC gratefully acknowledges all the hard work and 

service that Beth Serebransky has given to the syna-

gogue. As Bnei Mitzvah Coordinator for over 8 years, 

Beth  worked tirelessly with many families to ensure 

that the experience leading up to their simcha was joy-

ous and stress free. Beth diligently managed and or-

ganized the many moving parts that go into planning 

and celebrating the day at shul. We thank Beth for her 

efforts and wish her a well earned rest.  

PJC’s Blood Drive a Success!! 
 

The PJC has again sponsored a successful 

blood drive, under the direction of Linda Le-

vine. Thirty-two pints of blood were collected 

from congregants and other community 

members.  Great job!! 

 

Thank you to Sarah Abeshouse, Spencer Bar-

back, Janice Belle, Dennis Berberech, Jonathan 

Casper, Colleen Cecil, Billy Collens, Rachel 

Collens, Charlie Daley, Lynne Dintrone, Fred 

Diringer, Eleanor Dreyfus, Joe Durnin, 

Jeannine Foxx, Erlin Galarza, Mike Glickman, 

David Haft, Marshall Jaffe, Lois Katz, Roger 

Krulak, Ginny Lanoil, Adam Lauzar, Mark Le-

vine, Noah Levine, John Leonard, Leah Leo-

nard, Elizabeth Mertens, Ellen Payne, Beth 

Serebransky, Gary Trachten, Ana Turkienicz 

and Andrea Weiner. 

Sunday Morning  

Breakfast Speaker Series 

February 23, Gloria Horowitz, "The 

Literature of Jerusalem" at 10 am 

March 23 & April 27, Sheldon 

Horowitz - topics to be announced 

 

RSVP to Ted Brown by emailing 

him: tedbrown@optonline.net  

(RSVP not necessary but encour-

aged!)    

Don’t Miss These  

Wonderful Events!! 

mailto:tedbrown@optonline.net
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Let Your Good Deeds 
Exceed Your Studies

270 Lake Avenue, Greenwich, CT 06830
(203) 863-966
www.carmelacademy.com

A private K-8 school for children of all Jewish affi  liations

Carmel Academy: Academic Excellence 
and a Commitment to Accessibility

Dear Members of Our Community,

This is an exciting time for Carmel Academy. Our enrollment is at an all-time high, our unique integrated General and 
Judaics studies program is recognized as a leader by day schools across the country, and our academic standards are 
refl ected in our exemplary accreditation rating by the Connecticut Association of Independent Schools.  

When Carmel Academy opened its doors 16 years ago, its founders sought to create a true community school — 
inclusive of all levels of religious observance, responsive to all types of learners and encouraging of families of all 
economic backgrounds to be part of our community.  For the 2014-2015 year, we are taking additional steps to deliver 
on this promise.

Our desire to provide an exceptional and meaningful day school experience to all Jewish children has been the 
cornerstone to our existence. We celebrate our religious diversity every day by encouraging our students to be curious 
about the choices other people have made while instilling a sense of pride in their own family’s practices. When it 
became apparent that there were no Jewish day school options for children with learning disabilities, Carmel launched 
a one-of-a-kind program to address that need. Today, our PALS program is unprecedented in the world of Jewish 
education, and, importantly, enables families to send all their children to one Jewish day school.

Our goal is, and always has been, to be a school that is truly responsive to the needs of our entire community. We 
believe that cost should not be a barrier. Affordability is often a hurdle for many families seeking a private Jewish 
education. Carmel Academy’s Board of Trustees has taken several steps to address this issue, knowing that economic 
diversity enriches the educational opportunities for all families, and prioritizing accessibility is a refl ection of our 
community’s core values. 

Through the generous support of the community, our annual tuition assistance budget has grown to more than $2.5 
million— more than double the amount provided just four years ago. 

In an effort to assist young and middle class families, Carmel now offers a graduated tuition ladder, which starts at a 
signifi cantly lower cost for children in our younger grades. 

Finally, Carmel Academy is now offering a multi-child tuition discount of $5,000 per child for families who have 
three or more children enrolled at Carmel at the same time — an effort to alleviate a piece of the signifi cant fi nancial 
commitment for larger families.

We invite you to take a tour of our campus and see a Carmel education in action, or visit www.carmelacademy.com to 
learn more about the many programs that make Carmel Academy a treasure in our Jewish community. 

Sincerely,

David Messer     Evan Levy
Carmel Academy President    Carmel Academy President Elect
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   Introduction to the Talmud:  

Rabbinic Interpretation & Theology 

Taught by Rabbinic Intern Lauren Henderson 

Thursdays, 7:30-9pm 

  This class will examine how the rabbis understood the writ-

ten Torah and their role as Torah's interpreters and transmit-

ters.  We will study how the Talmud came together and the 

historical context in which it arose, while we also look at spe-

cific units of Talmud to understand the rabbinic thought proc-

ess.  A key question will be:  are the Talmudic rabbis dutiful 

transmitters of oral tradition, or radical innovators?  Or a mix 

of both? 

This class will take place on Thursdays from January through 

April and will be developed and taught in a way to accommo-

date participants who cannot make every class.  Dates in-

clude:  Feb. 6, 13, 27, March 6, 13, 20, 27, April 3, 10, 24.    

Please register emailing Jeanne Radvany—dj_rad@msn.com 

Save The Date! 

PJC GALA 

MARCH 8, 2014 

The Spring Gala is Saturday eve-

ning, March 8th! The program this 

year will be dinner at individual 

homes, followed by an exciting pro-

gram at the PJC that will include 

drinks, dessert, a silent auction and 

a raffle where the winner goes to 

Jamaica!!! Tickets will be sent home 

with invitations. (No need to be 

present to win.)  

 

If you have items for donation or 

questions about the silent auction, 

please contact Lisa Daley or Kim 

in the PJC office.  Also be in touch 

with Lisa or Kim if you are inter-

ested in hosting a dinner. 

 

Thank you!  

 DONATE | PLANT TREES | TRAVEL TO ISRAEL  

ZIONIST EDUCATION AND ADVOCACY 

 

LOVE ISRAEL AND CAN'T WAIT TO GO BACK? 
JNF's Alternative Spring Break is the trip for you!  

Connect to the land and people of Israel in a unique way doing a week of community service. 

Don't Miss This Free 7 Day Trip to Israel 

• Trips depart March 1, March 8, March 15 and March 23*, 2014 (*LA departure only) 

• Special young professional bus the week of March 1 

• Open to Jewish college students and young adults, ages 18-30 

• Volunteer in the North of Israel and Negev Desert 

• Free after a minimum fundraising goal of $1,500 is met 

"This trip is special. It gives you an opportunity through volunteer work to develop your own unique connection to JNF and 

the land of Israel." 

- Mike R., Participant 2012 & 2013 

Find JNF's ASB on Facebook! For more information, contact education@jnf.org or 212.879.9305 x245. 

 
 

mailto:24norman@optonline.net
mailto:office@thepjc.org
http://support.jnf.org/site/R?i=OjyRiKSJGgFcJgBJjEdpug
http://support.jnf.org/site/R?i=TRrjwHduoKykbPm_ALV4wA
http://support.jnf.org/site/R?i=_gydXloYQ8pCIW999QmTGQ
http://support.jnf.org/site/R?i=MTapvTVBDVVF3FWyyDuktQ
javascript:_e(%7b%7d,%20'cvml',%20'education@jnf.org');
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Tributes Made to The PJC In Honor of …  
 

Make tributes online … go to www.thepjc.org and click DONATE in the top right corner! 

 
 Lydia Read & Dan Mailick, in memory of Jacqui Stein’s father, George Stein 
 Shelley Klein, in honor of her mother Esther Taub’s Yahrzeit 
 Jeanne & David Radvany, in honor of Roger Krulak & Catherine Levene’s engagement 
 Jeanne & David Radvany, in memory of Jacqui Stein’s father George Stein 
 Kate & Adam Lauzar, in honor of Michael Salama becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
 Kate & Adam Lauzar, in memory of Jacqui Stein’s father George Stein 
 Marc & Elaine Prager, in honor of the PJC 
 Anne Field & Geoff Lewis, in honor of the PJC 
 
 

Contributions to The Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  
 

 Helen Stephenson & Lawrence Levitz 
 Jacqueline Stein 
 Stephen Isaacs & Ava Swartz, in honor of the Rabbi 
 Ronnie Barback, in honor of Spencer’s special day 
 Meryl & Marty Druckerman, in honor of Roger Krulak & Catherine Levene on their engagement 
 Meryl & Marty Druckerman, best wishes to Vivian and Ted Brown on their 54th anniversary 
 Meryl & Marty Druckerman, best wishes to Debbie & Morrie Stampfer on their 50th anniversary 
 Sy Levander, in honor of the PJC community 

2/2 Morris Weisman, founding member of Pelham Jewish 
Center and grandfather of Harold Weisman 

2/5 Harry Druckerman, father of Martin Druckerman 
2/6 Herbert Taub, father of Shelley Klein 
2/7 Eleanor Goldman, mother of Robert Goldman 

2/8 Charles Goldberg, father of Shelli Goldberg-Peck 

 George Pine, father of Richard Pine 

2/10 William Hyman Klein, father of Rhonda Singer 

 Harry Barback, father of Spencer Barback 

2/12 Beatrice Kelber, mother of Hildy Martin 

2/13 Leon Evan, father of Frederica Sigel 
 Klara Nenner, grandmother of Jacqueline Hopper 

2/16 Abraham Covell, founding member of Pelham Jewish 
Center 

 Jacqueline Obstgarten, grandmother of Shayna Klopott 

2/17 Gloria Penrose, mother of Diane Cohen 
2/18 Hyman Serebransky, father of Joel Serebransky 
2/19 Birdie Foster, grandmother of Jill Goldenberg 
 Helene Kushnick, mother of Daniel Kushnick 
2/20  Ella Lenney, mother of Ronald Lenney 

2/25 Joseph Schwartz, father of Doreen Jacobs 

2/28 Rabbi Theodore Stampfer, father of Morris Stampfer 

  

The Pelham Jewish Center Remembers ...  
February Yahrzeits  

http://www.thepjc.org
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1             ADAR 1 
 

9:30 AM: Shabbat Services 

 

 

2              ADAR 2 
 

11:00AM: Israel Workshop 

3           ADAR 3 4          ADAR 4 
 

4:00 PM: Continuing 

Education - Walking 

with   

 

7:30 PM: Continuing 

Education - Intro to 

Judaism  

5           ADAR 5 
 

 

6          ADAR 6  
 

 7:30 PM: Introduction 

to the Talmud, Rabbinic 

Intern Lauren Henderson 

7         ADAR 7 
 

Rabbinic Intern Lauren 

Henderson Shabbat 

5:04 PM: Candle Lighting 

 

6:30 PM: Kabbalat 

Shabbat Service 

 

6:30 PM: Community 

Shabbat Dinner 

 

 

 

8         ADAR 8 
 

Rabbinic Intern Lauren 

Henderson Shabbat 

9:30 AM: Birthday Shabbat 

 

9:30 AM: Shabbat Services 

 

10:30 AM: Explorations in 

Personal Prayer with 

Lauren Henderson 

 

10:30 AM: Jr. Congrega-

tion 

 

11:00 AM: Torah Time 

 

1:00 PM: Women’s Group 

 

9           ADAR  9 
 

9:30AM: Israel Workshop 

10       ADAR 10 
 

11       ADAR 11 
 

 

12       ADAR 12 
 

8:00PM: Board Meeting 

13       ADAR 13 
 

7:30 PM: Introduction to 

the Talmud, Rabbinic 

Intern Lauren Henderson 

14        ADAR 14 
 

5:12PM: Candle Lighting 

 

6:30 PM: Kabbalat 

Shabbat Service  

 

 

 

15      ADAR 15 
 

9:30 AM: Shabbat Services  

 

10:30 AM: Healing Service 

with Rabbi Schuck 

 

 

16            ADAR 16 
 

 

17        ADAR 17 
 

18       ADAR 18 
 

 

19      ADAR 19 
 

 

 

 

 

20       ADAR 20 
 

 

21        ADAR 21 
 

5:20 PM: Candle Lighting 

 

6:30 PM: Kabbalat 

Shabbat Service  

 

 

 

 

 

 

22        ADAR 22 
 

9:30 AM: Shabbat Services 

 

 

23            ADAR 23 
 

10:00AM: Sunday Morning 

Breakfast Series with Gloria 

Horowitz 

24      ADAR 24 
 

 

25     ADAR 25 
 

4:00 PM: Continuing 

Education - Walking 

with   

 

7:30 PM: Continuing 

Education - Intro to 

Judaism  

26     ADAR 26 27       ADAR 27 

 
7:30 PM: Introduction to 

the Talmud, Rabbinic 

Intern Lauren Henderson 

28         ADAR 28 

 
5:29 PM: Candle Lighting 

 

6:30 PM: Kabbalat 

Shabbat Service  

 

FEBRUARY 2014                       ADAR 5774 



 

 

 

 

To advertise in the Hakol  

contact Darren Lee at 

copyusany@aol.com 
 





 

The Pelham Jewish Center 

451 Esplanade 

Pelham Manor, NY 10803 

 




