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Dear Friends, 
During this transition, I have found myself thinking about my 
early years here at the PJC. I was so green. I truly had no idea 
what I was doing. Like a newly minted physician donning a white 
lab coat and wondering why everyone keeps calling her "doctor," 
I found myself looking around for a wise man with a long white 
beard each time I heard the title rabbi.  

According to Jewish law, the title rabbi is conferred upon us by 
others. One is not permitted to call himself a rabbi. When a com-
munity determines that one is worthy of respect and authority 
they express this by referring to their teacher as "rabbi." This 
conferral is demonstrated when a rabbi is called up to the Torah 
for an aliyah. When I am asked my Hebrew name, I answer 
Daveed Ari ben Mordechai V'Leah. If the gabbai (the person call-
ing me up) adds the title "HaRav" or "Rabeinu" ("the rabbi" or 
"our rabbi") before my name, he reinforces the notion that the 
community accepts my authority as rabbi. 

There were times early on in my service of the PJC in which that 
title was not added before my name. I was later told that this was 
not a referendum on my authority but just a simple oversight. 
Symbolically, however, it was meaningful to me. I thought of it as 
a reminder that I had to work hard to earn the trust of the com-
munity. For this "match" to work, I had to merit the title.  

On the other hand, the community had a reciprocal role to play in 
making our match work: people had to allow me to make mis-
takes and incorrect decisions. It was not only up to me to work 
hard to earn your trust and respect, you also had to work hard 
not to impose your fantasy of the perfect rabbi onto me. You had 
to allow me to be human, even when the projection of being a 
"man of God" would have suited your religious needs better. And 
you did.   
 
I thank you for the permission that you gave me to be myself.  
 
I was vulnerable. I made mistakes. I made decisions that turned 
out to be wrong. Here are just a few: 

At the second funeral over which I officiated, I said the wrong last 
name of the deceased, and when corrected in the moment, I said 
it inaccurately a second time. I felt awful.  

I once suggested that the synagogue invest money in buying suk-
kot that we would then erect for people each year for a donation. 
I asserted that if we helped people overcome the barrier of pur-
chasing their own sukkah and did it for them, over time, more  

people would perform the mitzvah of sitting in a sukkah and we 
would raise money for the synagogue each year. That was wildly 
incorrect.  

On too many occasions I forgot to announce a person's name on 
shabbat for the yahretzeit list. I once forgot to do this the day 
after a congregant reminded me not to forget. The list goes on. 

I made many, many mistakes over the years.  

I thank you for accepting me as your rabbi despite all of my mis-
takes. 

The greatest gift that you have given me over these past eleven 
years is the acceptance of imperfection. We project a lot of fanta-
sies onto rabbis. We expect them to be brilliant but socially nor-
mal; always present when we need them but also model healthy 
boundaries for their family's needs; wonderful with the elderly as 
well as with little children; an inspiring speaker in front of a large 
crowd and an effective pastor one on one, and so on. When we 
hold a rabbi to this standard of perfection, we set them up to fail 
in their service to the community. Yes, a rabbi must work very 
hard to gain the trust of a community, but they do not need to be 
perfect. They don't need to hit a homerun with every sermon. 
They don't need to have the perfect singing voice or leyn torah 
without a mistake in the Hebrew or the trope. They don't need to 
have the perfect thing to say that brings us comfort in our grief. A 
rabbi needs to love the Jewish people, be trustworthy, work hard, 
and love each person in the community (even if they are difficult 
to like). Everything else is icing on the cake. The PJC is an extraor-
dinary community because you allowed me to be who I am and 
not live up to a fantasy of the perfect rabbi. I thank you for this. 

I am not the same rabbi as I was in 2004. My growth is directly 
related to your willingness to accept me for who I was, and not 
only accept me, but actively support me. For example, when I 
arrived at the PJC, I told the board that I did not feel comfortable 
with a keyboard at Friday night services. They agreed to stop in-
cluding it in our service. Angry about this, a congregant  threat-
ened to leave the PJC. Though the board never wants to lose a 
congregant, they also understood that for me to grow, I had to 
become the rabbi that I needed to be, not simply become a copy 
of the rabbis who preceded me.  In the end, the board supported 
me despite the uncertainty that would come with change, and 
this active support enabled me to become an effective leader.  
 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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RSVP by April 15 to fsw.org/star-gala  

A new addition to Hakol … 

NEWS BITS FROM ISRAEL 
edited by Adam Safer (ajsafer@gmail.com) 

  

 Israel plans to import twenty-seven tons of tomatoes and 
five tons of eggplant from Gaza. This will be the first time 
Israel has imported produce from Gaza since 2007, the year 
Hamas took control of the region. This will help observant 
Jews in Israel observe “Shemita,” a farming sabbatical that 
occurs every seven years. 

  

 Benjamin Netanyahu has emerged with the lead in the Is-
raeli parliamentary elections of March 17, 2015.  Netanyahu 
of the right-of-center Likud focused his campaign on secu-
rity issues and is the longest serving Prime Minister since 
David Ben Gurion. Now he must cobble together a coalition 
with smaller parties to achieve the needed majority of 61 
Knesset seats to form a government. 

  

 A report on Israel’s housing crisis was released last month. 
The crisis stems from apartment scarcity, which has resulted 
in the average price of an apartment skyrocketing more 
than 90% over the past six years. Resolving this crisis will be 
one of the big economic challenges for the next Israeli gov-
ernment. 

  

 The number of Chinese tourists to Israel has been steadily 
increasing, growing 76 percent over the past three years. In 
2014, 34,100 Chinese tourists visited Israel. Israel’s ambas-
sador to China, Matan Vilnai, announced his goal of increas-
ing than number to 100,000 by 2017. Israel is considering 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EDUCATION DIRECTOR 
“Ma nishtanah, halayla haze mikol haleylot? How is this 
night different from all other nights?  Many of us have 
sweet memories when we hear those words. Asking the 
“Ma Nishtanah” was my first Hebrew challenge. My mom, 
who taught them to me, and patiently drilled it until I was 
ready,  told me that I needed to ask those 4 questions so 
grandpa, Zeide, could tell the Passover story from the Hag-
gadah to everybody at our Passover Seder. 

This question, asked by the youngest guest at the Seder, 
opens the “Maggid” (telling) section in our Passover Hag-
gadah. As I grew up and became a Jewish educator, I un-
derstood how brilliant this is – giving the youngest member 
around the Seder table the stage, launching the main mitz-
vah of Passover, telling the story.  How wise it is to instill 
the habit of asking questions from the youngest age, and to 
praise those who ask by honoring them around the family 
table.  Our Torah emphasizes questioning as one of the 
core tenets of our tradition.  

How did this tradition come to be? We read about the Four 
Questions in the Mishnah, Massechet Pessachim. Addition-
ally, in the Torah, especially the section from the Passover 
Haggadah we call “The Four Children”.  Here, we learn 
about four types of children, their different questions and 
the different ways we should address each kind. Many 
commentators expounded on the underlying meanings of 
the “Four Children”: The Wise, the Rebellious, the Simple, 
and the One Who Does Not Know How to Ask.  Some say 
these are different aspects of one person, or different mo-
ments in our lives; some say these are different kinds of 
people, while others say they represent different stages in 
human development. 

One commentary that especially strikes me is from one of 
our Hassidic Masters, Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev 
(1740–1809). Whenever he would come to the passage 
about the Four Children, he would say that he, himself, is 
the One Who Does Not Know How to Ask. He would say:”I 
do not know how to ask you, Lord of the World, and even if 
I did know, I could not bear to do it. How could I venture to 
ask you why everything happens as it does, why are we 
driven from one exile to another? (…) But in the Haggadah, 
the father of the One Who Does Not Know How to Ask is 
told: ‘Is it for you to disclose it for him’. And Lord of the 
World, am I not your son? I do not beg you to reveal to me 
the secret of your ways – I could not bear it. But please 
show me one thing. Show it to me more clearly and more 
deeply; show me this, what is happening at this very mo-
ment? What does it mean to me? What does it demand of 
me? What are you, Lord of the World, telling me? Ah, what 
I wish to know, is not why I suffer, but only whether I suffer 
for your sake.” 

 

How am I different this night 
from all other Passover nights? 
In what ways have I changed? 
What has changed around me? 
Each year, on Passover night, 
as our youngest asks: “How is 
this night different from all 
other nights?” we must ask 
ourselves,  

If the Four Children are differ-
ent aspects of one self, which 
of them speaks to me this year? What are the questions I 
ask myself and G-d? Am I really listening to the hard ques-
tions my children are asking? How can I help them find an-
swers? 

I wish our community a meaningful and joyful Seder, of 
much questioning, listening, and seeking answers together. 

Chag Pessach Sameach v’Kasher, 

Ana Turkienicz 

Education Director  

 

Rabbi Continued from Page 1 
 
I also take comfort in the fact that you will extend this generosity 
of spirit to your next rabbi. You will create space for him to grow, 
just like you did for me. You will watch for his interests and 
strengths to emerge, and just like you did with me, you will en-
courage him to develop them further, even if they are different 
than the focus of the last eleven years. You will not hold him to a 
standard based on a fantasy, but rather, accept the gifts that he 
has while acknowledging that all rabbis are just human beings. 
Your capacity to confer the title "rabbi" on the next spiritual 
leader of this synagogue depends as much on your ability to do 
this as it does on anything else.  

Rabbi Salzberg is very fortunate to have the occasion to become 
your rabbi and I am excited to see how the community evolves 
and grows. You each have an opportunity to deepen your reli-
gious and spiritual lives so long as you remain open and receptive 
to the next step on your path as well as the person who will be 
standing alongside of you on that path. Be sure to see that person 
for who he is and not who you imagine he ought to be. This ac-
ceptance will be repaid with a Torah deeper than any other that 
you will find.  

In gratitude and blessing, 

 

 

David A. Schuck    
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Soup Kitchen 
 
Thank you to the Collens, Driesen, Glickman-Korenstein, Goldenberg, Herzog, Leisman-Dukess, Levine, Mar-Chaim, Radvany, 
Rubock-Hersh, Singer and Yelsey families for providing a hearty and healthy dinner to the Soup Kitchen on  March 3rd, 2015.   

 
The PJC will be cooking and serving for the Community Services Associates Soup Kitchen next on Tuesday, April 14, 
2015. 

The menu for April 14th is as follows (enough for 10 people): 
 

 Baked Ziti 

 Salad 

 Chocolate Chip Cookies 
 
If you would like to participate: 
 

 Contact Adam Lauzar at home 654-9486, cell phone 914-419-1252 or email at adamnkate86@gmail.com 

 Cook or purchase the menu items for 10 adults 

 Drop the food off at Adam’s house (81 Vaughn Avenue, New Rochelle, 10801) as early as Sunday, April 12th,  
        and no later than NOON on Tuesday, April 14th. 

 If you would like to serve at the Soup Kitchen, let Adam know and be there at 4:50pm on Tuesday, April 14th. The address is 
115 Sharpe Boulevard, Mt. Vernon, NY (Sanford to Fifth Avenue; right on Fifth. Church is at the corner of Fifth and Sharpe).  

 

Please note that the Learning Center’s Hei class will be serving in the soup kitchen one final time in 
May, 2015.  

Kiddush Korner 
 
Our PJC Kiddush represents a wonderful conclusion to the meaningful Saturday morning Shabbat service.  It is a time 

to connect with fellow congregants, welcome new members & guests, and include our children in the weekly tradi-

tions.  The weekly Kiddush is a special way to celebrate a simcha--birthdays, anniversaries, and graduations are just a 

few occasions to acknowledge.  It is also customary to observe a yahrzeit by sponsoring a Kiddush in memory of a 

loved one. 

Sponsorship is simple—we do it all, from menu planning to set-up and clean-up.  Kiddush package options start at 

just $200.  Please contact PJC Kiddush Coordinator Leah Leonard at lsleonard@optonline.net to reserve a remaining 

spring 2015 Kiddush date now.  Thank you for helping to maintain a special PJC tradition! 

 

Available Kiddush Dates: May 23, June 13 

 

The PJC thanks the following congregants for hosting a Kiddush last month: 

 

March 7 Steve & Hildy Martin in honor of Hildy’s birthday 

 

March 14 The Abeshouse, Driesen, and Martin Families in honor of our amazing PJC volunteers! 

 

March 21 Mark & Linda Levine in memory of the 25th Yahrzeit of Mark’s mother, Rhoda Levine, and the  

  Yarhrzeit of  Mark’s brother, David Levine 

 

March 28 Joel & Beth Serebransky in honor of Larry Cohen for his service to the PJC, Steve Martin and the 

  Search Committee fror their leadership, hard work and dedication to the PJC and Rabbi Schuck for 

  his spiritual leadership over the past decade, and the March birthdays. 

mailto:adamnkate86@gmail.com
mailto:lsleonard@optonline.net
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SAVE THE DATE! 

 
 

The founders of Israel had a dream.  They imagined a vibrant, independent and Jewish state that would not only be 

a haven     for Jews from all over the world, but also one that would incorporate the best characteristics of its  

citizens. Today’s Israel is a result of that dream 
 

The Westchester Jewish Council  
invites you to join us at the 2014 Celebrate Israel Parade on 

 

Sunday,  May 31st 2015 
 

The parade runs from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
along 5th Avenue in Manhattan  

(between 57th and 74th Streets) 

 
For more information, contact Donna at 

 donna@wjcouncil.org or 914-328-7001 
visit us at www.wjcouncil.org 

 
The Westchester Cluster is lucky to march to the music of  the Westchester Klezmer Program.  If you 
or your child is interested in  performing at the parade with the Westchester Marching Band please 

contact Kenny Green at KGreen@westchesterklez.org or call 914-276-0497 

 

Meditation Class Continues This Spring!  
 
After a successful pilot 6 session series, mindfulness meditation classes will continue this spring. All classes will be taught by Ann Casapini, 
and will run monthly through June 2015. 
 
All are welcome, members and non-members alike! You need not have participated in the pilot series to join in. Sign up for all sessions or 
drop in when you can. 
Whether you are a beginner or would like to deepen your existing practice, come experience meditation in community.  
 
Class Schedule: 
Please mark your calendar for the following Monday class dates.  
All classes will run from 7:30pm - 8:45pm (note new time!). 

 Monday April 20 

 Monday May 18 

 Monday June 15 

 
Class Fees: 
 
Per class fee:  $20/member and $25/non-member  
Payment is preferred at each session. 

 
Questions? Please contact Kate Lauzar, kate.lauzar451@gmail.com, 914.654.9486  

mailto:donna@wjcouncil.org
http://www.wjcouncil.org/
mailto:KGreen@westchesterklez.org
mailto:kate.lauzar451@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE 
SUNDAY MAY 17th  

Farewell Celebration 

For  

Tali & Rabbi David 

Schuck 

4:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

The PJC Wants You! 

 

Love the PJC? Want to help guide us through 

the next stage of our journey together?  
Join the Board!  

No special experience required. 
Interested in joining the PJC Board?  

 

Email michelledvorkin96@gmail.com or 
shayna.klopott@gmail.com  

Another new Hakol addition … 

Share a Simcha 
 

 Mazel Tov to new grandparents Carey & Mark Hochberg!  Alana Lee Horvath was 
born on March 12

th
 to proud parents Jessica & Mike. Much mazel to all! 

 
 A wonderful milestone for our talented Gloria Goldreich Horowitz! In March, Gloria 

published her 16
th
 book, “The Bridal Chair” and will be celebrated on Tuesday, April 

21
st
 at Temple Israel Center, White Plains. 

 
 Yasher Koach to Les & Sybil Rosenberg, 2015 recipients of Westchester Family Ser-

vices’ Star Philanthropist Award!  The Rosenbergs will be honored at the WFS Star 
Gala on Wednesday, April 22

nd
 at the Glen Island Harbour Club. 

 
 

Please send your good news to Kim at  office@thepjc.org  
so we can include your Simcha in the next Hakol!   

  Members of the PJC are invited to ... 

Temple Israel Center White Plains  

on April 21 at 12:00 noon  

for a celebration of the publication of  

Gloria Goldreich Horowitz’s new novel  

“The Bridal Chair” 

PJC Women’s Group 
April 18th  at 1pm—Please join us! 

Sunday Morning 

Breakfast Lecture Series 
 

Lecture by  Gloria Horowitz 

April 26, 10:00 AM 

“The Literature of Jerusalem” 

mailto:michelledvorkin96@gmail.com
mailto:shayna.klopott@gmail.com
mailto:office@thepjc.org
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Tributes Made to The PJC In Honor of …  
Make tributes online … go to www.thepjc.org and click DONATE in the top right corner! 

 Glickman-Korenstein family, In honor of the PJC community as we forge our new future together 
 Kate & Adam Lauzar, in memory of Marshall Jaffe’s mother Ruth Jaffe 
 Kate & Adam Lauzar, Mazal Tov to Darren & Claudia Lee on the occasion of Sophie’s engagement 
 Marshall & Naomi Jaffe, in honor of their fellow PJC members as a token of their appreciation for their support fol-

lowing the death of Marshall’s mother Ruth Jaffe 
 Libbi Locassio, in memory of Robert Shor, father of Joel Shor 
 Jeanne & David Radvany, in memory of Marshall Jaffe’s mother Ruth Jaffe 
 Ted & Vivian Brown, in honor of the engagement of Sophie Lee 
 Ted & Vivian Brown, in honor of the engagement of Julia Martin 
 The Ryan Family, in honor of the 50th Anniversary of Gloria & Sheldon Horowitz 
  

Tributes Made to The Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  
 Glickman-Korenstein family, in honor of all that Rabbi Schuck has given to the PJC community, a gift that will live on 

through the multiple generations he has inspired at the PJC 

4/1 Shelley Lauzar, mother of Adam Lauzar 
4/3 Graenum Berger, Founding Member of Pelham Jewish 

Center 
 David Rosenberg, father of Leslie Rosenberg 
4/4 Sam Silber, father of Susan Mark 
4/6 Nathan Cabot, Founding Member of Pelham Jewish  

Center 
4/7 Ethel Haft, mother of David Haft 
4/8 Robert Brest, father of Lisa Neubardt 
 Naomi Levenbrown, sister of Deborah Stampfer 
4/9 Pauline Ploski, mother of David Ploski 
4/11 Helen Mark, mother of Len Mark 

4/13 Esther Rothberg, mother of Peter Rothberg 

4/15 Ruth Perkis, mother of Daniel Perkis 

4/17 Robert Goodstein, husband of Donna Goodstein 
 Herb Kasper, father of Jonathan Kasper 
4/19 Israel Lanoil, father of Jerry Lanoil 
 Marion Penrose, father of Diane Cohen 
4/23 Ralph Lemberg, father of Lori Lemberg 
4/24 Charles Blumenthal, grandfather of Barry Goldenberg 
4/28 Dora Cabin, grandmother of Daniel Cabin 
 Helene D. Weber, Founding Member of Pelham Jewish 

Center 
4/30 Egon Radvany, father of David Radvany 

The Pelham Jewish Center Remembers ... April Yahrzeits  

http://www.thepjc.org
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