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Rabbi Resnick's Message

Dear PJC,

I recently shared a lovely meeting with Kathie
O’Callaghan, the founder of Hearts and Homes
for Refugees, a local non-profit that advocates
on behalf of immigrants and refugees. Much of
their work, as many of you know, focuses on
pairing refugee families with caring communities
throughout Westchester, many of them religious
communities like ours. 

Hearts and Homes is a secular organization. But
during our conversation, Ms. O’Callaghan told

me that one of the defining features of her work is working with Jewish communities
and Jewish leaders. This wasn’t surprising to me -- and probably it isn’t surprising to
many of you -- but I nonetheless experienced a great burst of pride when she said it.
I have spoken about this several times already in my short time here, but I’ll use this
space to say it once again: There are great many issues that press upon humanity.



There are manifold injustices to be rectified. There are a dizzying array of problems
to confront. But, in my view, advocating on behalf of those who are wandering --
those who, like Avraham in this week’s parashah, set out for a new land and an
uncertain future, those who were once slaves and then bravely set out on the hard
and narrow road to freedom -- this is the most Jewish of all our causes. 

Caring for the stranger, the immigrant and the refugee is a mitzvah that Torah
mentions more than any other (no less than 36 times!). We are enjoined never to
return a slave fleeing his master’s oppressions, because -- as we say in the siddur at
least twice daily -- we were once slaves and we were taken out with a strong hand
and an outstretched arm. And it is not for nothing that words of the great Jewish-
American poet Emma Lazarus are inscribed in iron on our most durable and beloved
national symbol, words that, like this article, are well-worn and oft-spoken, but
nonetheless bear repetition:

"Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from land to land;

Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand

Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.

“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!” cries she
With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,

I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”

By some estimates, there are 26.4 million refugees worldwide (half of them
children), all of whom -- if they are lucky enough -- might one day say, as our
ancestors said -- as we say every year at Pesach -- arami oveid avi, my father was
wandering Aramean, a refugee from an ancient famine who went down into a
strange land with his children and became numerous and was enslaved. So many
wander in the dark, looking for the door and looking for the lamp, as we have for
millennia. 

And so for Jews, Lazarus’ famous sonnet is not merely a poetic or rhetorical
ornament. It is a prophetic exhortation that can and must call us into action. And, as
Ms. O’Callaghan attested just last week, over the past century or so it has, time and
again. Welcoming the stranger has been an issue around which Jewish communities
and institutions have consistently led the way, a great moral challenge to which we
have risen time and again -- and in so doing have fulfilled the vision of Isaiah, that
we should be “a light unto the nations.”

In this vein, in partnership with Pelham’s own Hearts and Homes for Refugees, we



are hoping to form a committee of volunteers to participate in their Helping Hands
program. “This program matches a volunteer group with a refugee (or refugee
family) in need of short-term (two to three months) support. Support can range from
providing needed items (furniture, baby supplies, household items, clothing, etc.) to
transportation, housing or job search assistance.” If you are interested, please
contact me or Social Action Committee Chair, Michael Dvorkin. 

I hope you will join us in this profoundly important and profoundly Jewish effort. 

Brachot,

BenBen
R. Benjamin Resnick

Education Director's Message
הָנָּׁשַה ׁשאֹרְּב  הָנָּׁשַה , ׁשאֹרְּב 

הָנָׁשֹונ הָּלִפְתִּב  הָנָע  ּונֵּבִל 
הָנָּׁשַה אֵהְּת  הָנֹוׁשו  הָפָּיֶׁש 
םֹוּיַה ּהָל  הָליִחְתַמ  רֶׁשֲא 

רמש - ימענ   -
On Rosh Hashanah, on Rosh Hashanah,

our heart replied with an old prayer 
May this New Year which begins today

be beautiful and different
Naomi Shemer

(Israeli songwriter and composer)

The Hebrew word for year, Shanah, הָנָׁש  (known from the words Rosh
Hashanah and Shanah Tovah) is formed with three Hebrew letters: ש,נ,ה -
shin, nun, hei. These are also the root letters of the word “change” (shaneh):

הֶנָׁש , and “different”: (shonah)- הָנֹוׁש

At the Learning Center this year, as we grappled with yet a second year under
the looming effects of COVID19 in our country, we evaluated our program and
saw where we could change it (shaneh) to make it more effective and
engaging.

Together with Mike Teitelbaum and Rabbi Resnick, we spent the summer
envisioning how we might change our program to better address the needs of
our community; which areas should be reevaluated, and which ones should be
kept as they are.



Our Early childhood program, from Pre-K (Nitzanim) up to Kitah Bet (2nd
grade) has been largely acclaimed by parents and students. By investing time
and effort in early childhood education, the model leads to the best results
further on. Our Pre-K & K students meet Morah Jerusha Coltof once a week on
Thursdays from 4:00-5:30 p.m. Through hands-on educational experiences,
our youngest learn Hebrew, Jewish holidays, prayer and Torah, bringing their
excitement home to their families and grandparents. As they move forward
onto the older grades, we can see the impact of these foundational skills as
our students continue their learning with pride, joy, and confidence.

Our Alef and Bet (1st & 2nd grade) classes meet twice a week, from 4:00-6:00
p.m. The cherry on the top of their program is our highly appreciated and “no
child left behind” Hebrew reading program, called EYAL. This program, based
on an iPad application, is a no-frills Hebrew phonetic decoding program, which
was first piloted in our school three years ago and has now evolved into a
program that has been adopted in Jewish Day Schools and Religious Schools
across the country. In this program, students learn to read Hebrew seamlessly,
working at their own pace, incorporating all four aspects of language learning:
reading, listening, writing and speaking. Some students loved the program so
much that they took their iPads home for the summer and kept working on it!

With all that being said and done, we grappled with our program for students in
grades 3-6. This is a time when the afterschool programs start to become
more demanding and families struggle to keep students attending our twice-a-
week program at the LC. Additionally, we noticed that students’ Hebrew skill
levels become more varied, as we enroll new students who haven’t gone
through our foundational grades. We wanted to offer a skills-based Hebrew
learning opportunity, so new students in need of support would have a learning
environment that allows for it and, at the same time, students who have
already achieved a higher Hebrew reading level would continue to be
challenged and progress.

Additionally, we wished to replicate some of the exciting learning experiences
kids have at camp, which has been proven as more effective and meaningful
than our traditional learning methods. As a result, for students in 3rd through
6th grades, we decided to make a structural change in our program, by offering
a different learning model. We call it Lomdim B’Yachad (Learning Together).
The model offers the opportunity to group our Hebrew learners by their skill
level, as well as allowing for a choice of learning experiences that ultimately
teach Torah, Jewish holidays, Israel, prayer, Jewish values, laws and traditions
in a “camp-like” atmosphere. Instead of having age-based classes, students
are grouped by their choices. Our classes have names like: “Heart Torah”,



“Awesome Israel”, “Yoga Yeladim”, “Bubby’s Kitchen”, “Shirah Chadashah”,
“You be the Judge” and “Israel Link”. We created three different Hebrew
classes: beginners, intermediate and advanced.

Students start their week on Tuesdays at 4:00 p.m. with a musical Tefilah, lead
by Rabbi Ben Resnick and our Cantorial Intern, Lori Weber. Our goal is for our
students to have a prayer experience that allows them to make a spiritual
connection between daily life events and their soul, their neshamah.
Additionally, our lively Tefilah meetings allow our students to build prayer
literacy skills as they engage as a sacred community -- kehillah kedoshah --
with themes as gratitude, self-confidence, friendship, peoplehood and our role
as the Garden keepers. Students become comfortable sharing ideas about G-d
and spirituality and raise suggestions of how can we make our world a better
place -- Tikkun Olam. For example, during last week's Tefilah, Rabbi Resnick
discussed how can we help the Afghan refugee families that are coming to
Westchester. The next class session, our donation bin was overflowing with
donated items. Students remembered to bring something to help the refugees.

Following the Tefilah meeting, students split into their different group learning
choices. Our two-day learning week ends on Thursday at 5:30 p.m., with a
whole school Kabbalat Shabbat; where students have a home-like Shabbat
experience, with candle lighting, grape juice and -- of course -- eating challah
bread! That’s how we wrap up our week, highlighting some of the new things
learned, and allowing for students to take leadership of different parts of the
service. Rabbi Resnick mesmerizes our students with vibrant and engaging
storytelling of the weekly Torah portion, and Morah Lori Weber enhances the
experience with her magical musical touch. Older siblings sit together with
younger ones, and the whole atmosphere is of a Shabbat in the family -- the
big PJC Learning Center family. Although we are all masked and keeping a
safe social distance from each other, the feeling of excitement, and warmth,
creates great expectations for Shabbat and another great week of Jewish
learning. We are hoping that our students feel connected as one community,
and feel confident and proud of their Jewish identity, traditions, and values.

As parents come for pick up at the end of our Kabbalat Shabbat on Thursdays,
they have a chance to experience the communal atmosphere, as well as
shmooze, and hopefully forge new friendships. That’s a good opportunity to
invite each other for a Shabbat meal or a playdate on the weekend! Our
program also encompasses Family Education opportunities with one Friday,
one Saturday and one Sunday a month devoted to Shabbat and holiday
experiences in the community.  

For those who are curious, here is a short description of each of our Lomdim



B’Yachad learning options:

“Yoga Yeladim” (Kids Yoga), taught by The Jewish Yogi Emily Hertzfeld (you
should listen to her podcast if you are into the connection between yoga and
Judaism), aims to offer students an opportunity to learn about our Jewish
values (Middot) through their bodies and yoga positions. This class takes place
outdoors, on our beautiful front lawn, until the cold weather sends us back
indoors.

“Awesome Israel”, also taught by Emily Hertzfeld, offers an opportunity for
students to explore Israel following their interests -- and discover in Israel the
things they truly care for. Students learn from their interest-based research
and present their findings to others. Additionally, students will learn about
important figures in modern Israeli history and how their actions impacted the
country and the Jewish World.

“Bubby’s Kitchen”, is taught by Linda Rosenblatt, a culinary and nutrition
educator, and a Health Cook, who hails from Brooklyn to teach in our Lomdim
B’Yachad program. The course covers the history of the Jewish People from
70 CE when the Jewish Diaspora began after the destruction of the second
Temple by the Roman Empire. The first step in the journey was therefore
Rome, and the students learned how to make “bruschetta”. Students learn
about the journeys of the Jews as they learn to cook distinctive dishes from
each of the many communities Jews created throughout their wanderings
around the world. Most dishes are supposed to reach home and be shared
with families, but so far… our young chefs have been eating them as soon as
they are ready!

“Heart Torah”, taught by Morah Jerusha Coltof on Tuesdays, combines Art and
Torah learning, allowing for students to reflect on Torah stories and create
artistic expressions of their insights. Certainly, a course that many of us adults
would be happy to have for ourselves too!

“Shirah Hadashah”, taught by our Cantorial Intern, Lori Weber, brings students
modern Israeli and American tunes to learn about Jewish holidays and Jewish
values. The young singers also star in our Kabbalat Shabbat, teaching others
the new songs they learned with Morah Lori.

“Israel Link” and “You be the Judge” are both taught on Thursdays by Morah
Amy Kessler, who also teaches our BMitzvah class on Tuesdays. Israel Link
aims to connect students with the history, geography and culture of Israel
through an online learning experience through short videos, games and
personal accounts of Israeli Teens, and more. "You be the Judge" is an



introduction to Jewish Law (Halachah) through debates regarding daily life
situations. Students are prompted with questions concerning ethical choices in
their lives and after debating, later presented with the rabbinical approach to
those choices.

We are grateful for the opportunity to innovate and face the challenges of
these uncharted times with a new and different academic year -- “shanah
shonah” at the Learning Center. We are especially grateful for the support and
trust of the PJC Board of Trustees and our LC Committee. Thank you also to
our amazing madrichim, our teacher aides, who volunteer their precious
afternoons to help our students enjoy meaningful and engaging learning
experiences. And a special thanks to my close partners, Mike Teitelbaum and
Rabbi Resnick, for helping launch our new Jewish learning model. 

Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions, suggestions, or
concerns: edudir@thepjc.org

Wishing each one of you a wonderful and different New Year,

L’shalom,

AnaAna

The LC's Kabbalat Shabbat on Thursdays

mailto:edudir@thepjc.org


Bubby's Kitchen visits the Jewish Community in Italy

Hebrew Starters



Simchat Torah learning at the Nitzanim-Gan class with Rabbi Resnick

President's Message

Fellow Congregants,

As the cycle of the year evolves, it is painful to realize we are still grappling
with the issues of COVID-19. It has continued to affect virtually every aspect of
shul life. Rabbi Resnick has been in frequent contact and consultation with PJC
congregant Deborah Korenstein, MD, who has graciously been advising us on



policy. With the approval of vaccines for children in the next couple of months,
it is my hope that the understandable anxiety of parents will be eased, allowing
us to function much more normally.

Our foremost need right now is to be able to be together, to meet, talk and get
to know one another. In a conversation with a relatively new member, it
became apparent that though this person was in digital contact with many
members, she hadn’t met them and -- therefore -- lacked the personalized
knowledge of the in-person experience with co-congregants.

As was said at the High Holidays by Jessica Winquist in her fundraising
speech, she wanted her children to grow up in a Jewish community. To
achieve community, we simply must see each other face to face and make
connections. It is my mission to move us along to full and normal interactions,
at services, in the Learning Center and at simchas and holidays as quickly as
we can do it responsibly.

I had the misfortune recently to end up in the ICU at Montefiore Weiler division
(Albert Einstein Hospital) and used that opportunity to talk to ICU nurses about
COVID cases in their ICU. The information I received was yes, they are busy,
but it is predominantly the unvaccinated young adults who are ill enough to
require hospitalization. Though this is unhappy news, the flip side is that
vaccinations do work and are preventing severe illness. This should reassure
those who are vaccinated that they are protected and risks are reasonable.
This, of course, will be confirmed before we make policy changes.

In the meantime, I would urge all members to come and participate in services.
Bring your N95 mask for personal protection if you feel you need it (otherwise
grab a mask in the lobby!) and meet your fellow congregants. Make
community. I know sitting and praying for two hours is not everyone’s cup of
tea, but we don’t have hall monitors or proctors and you can step out and talk.
This is how we make community.

DavidDavid

A Message from the Editor of HaKol
Friends,

ךל ךל 
Go! Go into yourself. Find yourself in a new land
that I will show you.



The year 5782 has brought changes to my
life. I moved from New Rochelle to New
Paltz. I will no longer be in close proximity to
the PJC -- my home away from home.
Liz Tzetzo is joining me as the hands-on
Librarian for the PJC. Liz has extensive
experience in publishing and loves books as
much as I do.

The library has come a long way since I first
volunteered to take charge in 2016. It has
the reputation of being the most up-to-date
synagogue library in Westchester.

I find it hard to break away from my beloved library. So, I will continue to be
instrumental in book selection and lead the Book Group. I am grateful that our
library will be in good hands.

I will continue to edit the Weekly Announcements and HaKol from New Paltz.
Please let me know if you have suggestions for future content.

Shanah Tovah!

BarbaraBarbara

A Message from the Fundraising Chair



We need your help make the High Holiday Campaign a success! 

With your generous support, we can introduce a speaker series, monthly family
friendly events, more meaningful holiday celebrations, volunteer opportunities
to give back to our community, and MUCH MORE. 

If you're ready to make a pledge today: donations can be made by
check to Pelham Jewish Center and mailed to: 451 Esplanade, Pelham
Manor, NY 10803, Attn.: High Holiday Fundraising Campaign.

Or, if you would like to make your payment online, our website
is www.thepjc.org. On the home page, click on the Donate tab along the top
right side of the screen, then select “2021/5872 High Holiday Campaign”.

If you would prefer to be invoiced, please reach out to Julia Coss
at office@thepjc.org to request one be sent to you. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity and support to help the PJC
community continue to grow and thrive.

JessicaJessica

Book Notes

The Beauty Queen of
Jerusalem
Sarit Yeshai-Levi

Gabriela Ermosa feels her mother doesn't
love her. Her grandmother, Nona Rosa,
tells her there is a curse on the family --
Ermosa men don't love their wives.
Gabriela is determined to find the source
of this curse and, in doing so, better
understand her complicated relationship
with her mother, Luna, known as the
beauty queen of Jerusalem. So begins the
saga of a Sephardic family in Palestine as
the birth pangs of the nascent state are

http://www.thepjc.org/
mailto:office@thepjc.org


felt. This poignant historical novel describes the painful consequences of the
schism between Sephardic and Ashkenazi families.

The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem tells the story of four generations of complex
Sephardic, Jerusalemite women. From bitter Nona Mercada, to her plain,
illiterate daughter-in-law Rosa who she married to her handsome and
sophisticated son, Gabriel as revenge, to Gabriel's three colorful daughters
and finally to misunderstood Gabriela.

As an Ashkenazi woman, I was surprised at how many customs from my
childhood are portrayed and elucidated. For instance, the belief that only
education can raise one's status to respectability. And, the price for disobeying
one's father in choosing a partner can result in the family sitting shiva. I also
enjoyed the sprinkling of Ladino in the dialogue.

Sarit Yeshai Levi explores the nature of "beauty" in relationships. She does so
with warmth, compassion and wit. You will see yourself reflected in these fully-
fleshed out characters.

BarbaraBarbara

Jordan Salama Joins the PJC
Book Group on December 12th

A Learning Center graduate,
Jordan Salama’s work has appeared
in many venues, including The New
York Times, National Geographic
and Scientific American. Jordan



graduated from Princeton University
in 2019 and lives in New York.

Food for Thought

The Thread

Something is very gently,
invisibly, silently,
pulling at me -- a thread
or net of threads
finer than cobweb and as
elastic. I haven't tried
the strength of it. No
barbed hook
pierced and tore me. Was it
not long ago this thread
began to draw me? Or
way back? Was I
born with its knot
about my neck, a bridle? Not fear
but a stirring
of wonder makes me
catch my breath when I feel
the tug of it when I thought
it had loosened itself
and gone.

-- Denise Levertov

PJC Merit Scholar Semi-Finalist
Eliana Herzog

Our own Eliana L. Herzog, a senior at
Pelham Memorial High School, was
named one of 16,000 semifinalists in
the 2022 National Merit Scholarship
Program. Eliana is a student in the



Learning Center's Gesher program for
teens and is a madricha, a guide
mentoring younger children in the
Learning Center.

Two additional Learning Center
students, Joshua Handelman and
Jordan Schwarz, received
Commended Student Honors.

Share a Simcha
"Share a Simcha" allows congregants to share their news with our PJC community.
Please submit news about family members -- engagements, births, job updates, kid
achievements, community acknowledgements and any other milestones -- to our
Communications Director, Barbara Saunders-Adams.

. Mazel Tov to Ginny Herron-Lanoil on the birth of her new granddaughter, Hazel
Miriam Lanoil Edelman, daughter of Jessie Lanoil and

Adam Edelman, on September 21st. 

Mazel Tov to the PJC congregants celebrating Wedding Anniversaries
Jennifer & Adam Ilkowitz
Lydia Read & Dan Mailick
Cheryl & Marcelo Nacht

Shelli & Joel Peck
David & Melanie Samuels

Simcha is a regular HaKol feature, so keep your news and updates coming!

Tributes & Donations



Did you know you can make tributes and donations online? Click here to learn more.

Donations to the PJC from...

Theodor & Vivian Brown, in memory of Leslie (Les) Rosenberg
Alec Cecil & Diane Zultowsky, in memory of Les Rosenberg
Julia Coss, in loving memory of my friend, Les Rosenberg
Jeremy & Jennie Driesen, in support of our projects and programs
Martin Dvorkin, in honor of Michael & Michelle Dvorkin
Max Fink, M.D., in memory of his parents -- Bronia & Julius Fink -- founding
members of the Pelham Jewish Center
Michelle Goldman, in memory of Les Rosenberg
Patricia Levinson, in loving memory of Les Rosenberg
Steven & Hildy Martin, in honor of Adam Bukowski
Steven & Hildy Martin, in memory of Harvey Lieberman, father of Linda Levine
Steven & Hildy Martin, in memory of Les Rosenberg
David & Jeanne Radvany, in memory of Anne Kantor, mother of Todd Echelman
David & Jeanne Radvany, in memory of Les Rosenberg
Rita Salzman, in memory of Les Rosenberg
Judy Shampanier & Michael Bowen, in memory of Les Rosenberg

Donations to the Rabbi's Discretionary Fund from...

Robert & Andrea DeRose Kahn, in honor of the marriage of Greg Cooper to Yaqi
Xu
Robert & Andrea DeRose Kahn, in memory of Les Rosenberg
Mark & Linda Levine, in honor of Rabbi Benjamin Resnick
Barbara Saunders-Adams & Sam Adams, in memory of Les Rosenberg
Michael & Donna Weissman, in memory of Les Rosenberg

At any time, if you wish to pay by check, please make it payable to " The Pelham Jewish
Center" and mail it to our bookkeeping firm at: The Pelham Jewish Center, P.O. Box 418,
Montvale, NJ 07645.

All donations to the Rabbi's Discretionary Fund, at any time throughout the year, should
be made payable to "The Pelham Jewish Center -- Rabbi's Discretionary Fund " and
mailed directly to Julia Coss at the PJC office. Thank you!
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