
View in browser.

Pelham Jewish Center

Weekly Announcements Monday January 17, 2022

Calendar
Learning Center Calendar

PJC Website
Donate

Events at The PJC

Shabbat

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1101777062838/3e613415-fa54-4131-8faa-64b511cbfb16
https://www.thepjc.org/
https://www.thepjc.org/calendar
https://files.constantcontact.com/6bbc7078001/fd3dbf00-090a-4f17-945c-ff2dce23afae.pdf
https://www.thepjc.org/
https://www.thepjc.org/form/donate.html


Erev Shabbat
Friday, January 21
Kabbalat Shabbat 6:30 p.m.
Light Shabbat candles at 4:42 p.m.

Shabbat January 22
Shabbat Mishpacha (Family Shabbat)
Shabbat Services Begin 10:00 a.m.
Parshat Yitro
Shabbat Ends 5:45 p.m.
Havdalah 5:50 p.m.

This week's Kiddush is sponsored
by Mona & Carlos Salama

in honor of the PJC Book Club's Support
of Jordan's first book,

Every Day the River Changes.

To sponsor a Kiddush, please reach out to Andrea Rothberg who is temporarily running

this program until new Kiddush helpers can be found. 

Future "Kiddush" Sponsorships
We can't have Kiddush without you! Be a Kiddush sponsor.

February 12, 19, 26

March 5, 12, 19, 26

April 2, 16, 23, 30

May 7, 21, 28

June 4, 11, 18, 25



July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

August 6, 13, 27

We need one or two congregants to help plan Kiddush shopping & track the

Kiddush sponsor list.

Please contact Andrea Rothberg if interested.

Adult Education
Course Offerings for 2021-22

Our 2021-22 Jewish Adult Education program
continues this winter! The following courses
are scheduled:

Jewish Theology & Jewish Thought (Tuesday
Nights at the PJC)*
Gilyonot Chug Nechama - Weekly Torah
Portion (Wednesdays at Noon via Zoom)
Hilchot Pesach Mini-Course (Spring 2022)
Chevrutah Learning with the Rabbi (By
Request)

*Topics In Jewish Theology and Jewish Thought
Tuesday night adult education is back, starting at 7:30 p.m., in the PJC Library. For the first few weeks,

we will continue our exploration of Jewish theology -- with a special focus on modern and contemporary

theologians. For those who already have the course packet, our first session will focus on

Soloveitchik's Halakhic Man, Arthur Green's Radical Judaism, and Brad Artson's essay on process

theology.

As we move further into the winter, we will shift our attention to other topics in Jewish thought. These

might include the nature of Jewish law, a history of the movements, Jewish homiletics, and major

themes in the Babylonian Talmud. Specific topics TBD. New students are always welcome!

There will be no charge to participate in any of the “Lunch & Learn” classes, the Hilchot Pesach
mini-course or Chevrutah Learning with the Rabbi.

Registration is required for all classes . To register, please contact Julia Coss via email.

mailto:office@thepjc.org


Building Bridges of Friendship
A Zoom Conversation on January 27th

January Book Group This Sunday



Our next Book Group will be held on Sunday, January 23 at 11:00
a.m., via Zoom. We will discuss The Same Sea, by Amos Oz. It is a
novel of lyric beauty and narrative power filled with classical echoes
and Biblical allusions. It is Oz at his best.

All are welcome to join. The Zoom link will appear in the Streaming &
Virtual Links communication on Monday, January 17.

PJC Library

To better serve you, please return all borrowed books to one of the two blue

bins provided -- one in the library by the large windowsill, the other on the guest

desk in the main office. This will enable the librarians to keep books in

circulation and keep track of who is borrowing our books. Do not shelve

returned books. Thank you for your cooperation.

-- Barbara & Liz 

Soup Kitchen
With so many of our neighbors struggling in these challenging times, we
are pleased that the Social Action Committee continues the PJC’s efforts
to assist those with food insecurity. 
 
Thank you to all the families that have cooked, shopped and delivered
meals. We got the following feedback, "Thanks for all the food, we were
able to save some of it to distribute to our clients as 'a little extra' for the
weekend.” 

The next delivery date is Thursday, January 20th.
 
The food can be delivered to Jill and Barry Goldenberg’s home (40 Saldo Circle, New Rochelle) any
time between Monday, January 17th, and 2:30 p.m. Thursday, January 20th , so that it can be
delivered to the soup kitchen for the evening meal.



Click Here to Sign
Up

Yahrzeits

Monday, January 17
Jon Backer remembers his father, Stanley Backer

Tuesday, January 18
Cheryl Agris remembers her mother, Rita Agris
Eleanor Dreyfus remembers her uncle, Dr. William Koblenz

Wednesday, January 19
Shelley Klein remembers her mother, Esther Taub

Thursday, January 20
Ethan Bronner remembers his father, Felix Bronner
Lydia Read remembers her mother, Ardis Read
Daniel Rubock remembers his father, Samuel Rubock
Neil Yelsey remembers his mother, Anne Yelsey

Friday, January 21
Virginia Herron-Lanoil remembers her mother-in-law, Marsha Lanoil

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050549A4AF2FAB9-pjcsoup


Sunday, January 23
The Pelham Jewish Center remembers a founding member, Bronia Fink

Monday, January 24
Eleanor Dreyfus remembers her aunt, Esther Koblenz Rudder
Gloria Staples remembers her father, Max Schreiber

Tuesday, January 25
Eleanor Dreyfus remembers her brother-in-law, Alan Dreyfus
Eleanor Dreyfus remembers her brother and Melissa Dreyfus Erner remembers her uncle,
Nathaniel Goldberg
Howard Meyerson remembers his father, Morris Meyerson

Wednesday, January 26
Jill Goldenberg remembers her grandmother, Marian Stern

Thursday, January 27
Gloria Horowitz remembers her father, David Goldreich

Friday, January 28
Michael Droller remembers his father, Gustav Droller

Saturday, January 29
Robert Rossman remembers his wife, Janice Rossman; Naomi &
Talia Rossman remember their mother

Sunday, January 30
Barry Erner remembers his grandfather, Harry Applebaum

PJC COVID-related Policies

 Dear PJC Congregants,
 
Continued evolution of the COVID-19 pandemic requires that we continuously update our
policies. In consultation with PJC member Dr. Deborah Korenstein, we would like to
address several questions related to COVID management as we move into 2022.

For those who may not be aware, Dr. Korenstein has spent the pandemic leading policy-
making and process development for all employees of Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center regarding COVID-related issues. We feel that she is extremely qualified to provide
advice for the health decisions your Board and the Rabbi make on behalf of the PJC
community.
 
Masking



All visitors to the PJC – including congregants, staff and Learning Center personnel – will
be required to wear a mask while in the building. For those individuals who are immuno-
compromised, we recommend that an N95 mask be worn while in public, including while
at the PJC.
 
Vaccination Policy 
All people who are eligible to be fully vaccinated must be vaccinated to enter our
synagogue. This includes all children over the age of five, who must be fully vaccinated to
attend our learning center. 

Please note that beginning on February 1, 2022, “fully vaccinated” is defined as
completing an initial vaccine course (1 dose of the Janssen/Johnson and Johnson vaccine
or 2 doses of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine) PLUS a booster once 6 months have passed
since completion of the initial vaccine course.

Physical Distancing
We continue to set up the sanctuary for services in a socially distanced manner. When
feasible, doors and windows will also be opened, to provide greater air ventilation. As we
move into the warmer months, should the need arise we will once again offer an outdoor,
tented area adjacent to the sanctuary. 

Kiddush
As we’ve done throughout the fall, we will continue to enjoy a light kiddush following
services on Saturday morning. During kiddush, those who are comfortable may be
unmasked to eat. Though our library space is fairly small, those who wish to have more
space are welcome to eat either in the sanctuary or outside on the lawn. 

Testing
 While the Board is not mandating a policy of testing for COVID-19 at this time, all potential
visitors should avoid coming to the building for any reason while newly sick with an acute
respiratory illness. Individuals with COVID are most infectious before becoming
symptomatic and during the first few days after the onset of symptoms. It is imperative that
people with active symptoms avoid coming to the PJC, to decrease our shared risk.
 
We hope that sharing our updated policies to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic helps
alleviate your concerns about participating in our services and programs. Should you have
questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to either one of us at any time.

Rabbi Benjamin Resnick & David Haft, Board President 

2021-22



ScholarStream Program

The Pelham Jewish Center is sponsoring the ScholarStream Program for 5782 . Our sponsorship

provides PJC members access to all eight series, at no cost. To register, click here.

Our series on The Other Within - Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in a Pluralistic Movement  will

begin on Wednesday, January 19. Please register by 5:00 PM ET on Monday, January 17 to make

sure you receive the Zoom link for Session 1. Our moderator for these session will be Alex Friedman

from JTS.

Removing the Stumbling Block: From Theory to Practice
Wednesday, January 19, 2022 at 8:00 PM ET/5:00 PM PT
Teachers: Daniel S. Nevins & Lauren Tuchman

Description: Many of the most important Jewish leaders have been blind, and the Torah commands

Israel not to place stumbling blocks to impede their progress. Yet Jews who are blind have often been

excluded from full participation in Jewish ritual or been denied access to the riches of Torah available

only in print. What pathways to Jewish leadership do halakhic sources offer to Jews who are blind?

What paths remain blocked? Rabbi Lauren Tuchman, the first blind woman to be ordained as a rabbi,

and Rabbi Daniel Nevins, who wrote a responsum on this subject, continue this important conversation.

Status of the Heresh and of Sign Language
Wednesday, January 26, 2022 at 8:00 PM ET/5:00 PM PT
Teachers: Pamela Barmash & Naomi Brunlehrmann & Susan Cohen

Description: What is it like for a Deaf and Hard of Hearing member of a Conservative/Masorti

synagogue to come on Shabbat or for a family simhah and not be able to avail themselves of a sign

language interpreter, captioning service, or assistive listening devices? What is it like for a Deaf Jew to

read in rabbinic literature that the deaf are placed in the same category as minors and the

psychologically deranged, yet read in the Torah, “you shall not insult the deaf”? In 2011, the Committee

on Jewish Law and Standards (CJLS) of the Rabbinical Assembly approved two teshuvot on the deaf

who use sign language that were hailed as landmarks in the Deaf Jewish community. Susan Cohen,

president of the Jewish Deaf Resource Center, Naomi Brunnlehrman, hazzan of the Deaf and

executive director of the Jewish Deaf Resource Center, join with Rabbi Pamela Barmash, author of

those teshuvot and co-chair of the CJLS, for a discussion of the teshuvot and how you can make your

home community more accessible to the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Community.

When Jews Made Fellow Jews “Other”: Hasidism and Its Opponents
Wednesday, February 2, 2022 at 8:00 PM ET/5:00 PM PT
Teacher: David Fishman

Description: The Hasidim, followers of the Ba’al Shem Tov and his spiritual heirs, emerged in the 18th

century with controversial ideas related to Jewish practice and belief. While Hasidim coexisted

https://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/civicrm/event/register?id=1401&reset=1


peacefully with non-Hasidim in many communities, the Mitnagdim ("opponents") in many larger Jewish

centers in Eastern Europe reacted to the Hasidim not only with condemnation, but with writs of

excommunication and measures to persecute the members of the new movement. This internal Jewish

religious strife led to the division of the community into rival "denominations'' for the first time in nearly a

thousand years. We will study the conflict between the Hasidim and Mitnagdim and reflect on how the

core principles of the dispute continue to shape our Jewish lives and guide our homes and institutions.  

From Kinyan to Brit: Options for Egalitarian Partnerships in Conservative Halakhah
Wednesday, February 9, 2022 at 8:00 PM ET/5:00 PM PT
Teacher: Gail Labovitz

Description: In classical Jewish law, marriage and divorce are unilateral acts in which a man "sets

aside" a woman as his wife at the wedding, and releases her in divorce; concomitantly, the ceremony

presumes a heterosexual couple. Could it be possible to have a Jewish marriage in which each partner,

of whatever gender, is equally responsible for initiating the binding relationship, and has equal rights to

seek its end when necessary? Rabbi Labovitz will discuss her recent responsum for the CJLS, adopted

in April of 2020, to validate new, egalitarian options for Jewish marriages.

Stay tuned! Descriptions for our fifth series on Halakha - The Process Moving Forward & the
Forward-Moving Process starting on February 16, 2022 will be announced soon. Themes will include

the demystifying of CJLS, aid in dying, starting the Passover Seder early, and the status of a baby

birthed by a gestational carrier.

Israeli Music Festival



Treasurer's Message
by Mitchell Cepler

Billing statements are emailed monthly. Checks made out to the Pelham Jewish Center can be mailed
to: Pelham Jewish Center, P.O. Box 418, Montvale, NJ 07645. Credit card payment instructions are on
your monthly emailed billing statement, or go to thepjc.org/donate. Please email mcepler@gmail.com if
you are interested in paying via appreciated securities or IRA distributions.

It is the policy of the Pelham Jewish Center to make every effort to assist members
experiencing financial challenges. Financial challenges should never be a barrier to being an
active member of the PJC community. You can reach out to President David Haft, Treasurer
Mitchell Cepler or Rabbi Benjamin Resnick to speak confidentially concerning your ability to
pay PJC dues and Learning Center tuition.

Support the PJC

mailto:mcepler@gmail.com


Sign Up for AmazonSmile
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support the PJC every time you shop, at no cost
to you. Sign up to support the PJC.

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you'll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and
convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price to the PJC.

How do I shop at AmazonSmile?
To shop at AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or
mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to AmazonSmile to make it even easier to return
and start your shopping at AmazonSmile.

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List,
wedding or baby registry and other account settings are also the same.

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile?
Visit smile.amazon.com and select the Pelham Jewish Center to receive donations from eligible
purchases before you begin shopping. Amazon will remember your selection, and then every eligible
purchase you make on AmazonSmile will result in a donation.

Sign
Up

Odds & Ends
We need one or two people to shop for Kiddush lunch and coordinate the Kiddush sponsor list. If
interested, contact Andrea Rothberg at andrea.rothberg@icloud.com.

Looking for fun PJC photos for our website. Please bring or send them to the PJC office.

If you are interested in participating in discussions about issues related to Israel, please contact David
Haft at da.haft@live.com.

Do you have an upcoming simcha (celebration) you would like acknowledged in HaKol?

Have you attended or participated in a virtual PJC event you would like to write about for HaKol?
Please let me know!

Barbara Saunders-Adams
Communications Chair
madamadam1955@gmail.com

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ext_ch_13-6014643_dl?_encoding=UTF8&ein=13-6014643&ref_=smi_chpf_redirect&ref_=smi_ext_ch_13-6014643_cl
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ext_ch_13-6014643_dl?_encoding=UTF8&ein=13-6014643&ref_=smi_chpf_redirect&ref_=smi_ext_ch_13-6014643_cl
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The Pelham Jewish Center wishes you a great week!

Community - Inspiration - Tradition - Respect - Hope
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