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Message from the RabbiMessage from the Rabbi

This year, for the first time since 2014, the PJC will be hosting the annual Pelham Interfaith Thanksgiving service on 
Sunday, November 24th, at 2:00 p.m.  Every year, on the Sunday before Thanksgiving, the interfaith community puts 
together this service, rotating the location between the various houses of worship. 

Each year, it is an opportunity to visit one of our local religious communities and to get a small taste of how they pray 
and build community. There is always a strong sense of common purpose and celebration. It is an opportunity to notice 
the areas of faith that we hold in common, and to learn to acknowledge and appreciate the differences.

I will admit that when it became clear last year that this would be our turn to host the service, my first response was 
trepidation. I knew that we couldn't simply replicate what was done in the churches, we would need to come up with 
something new and authentic that reflects our community. Unlike the Jewish holidays, there is no fixed, halachic liturgy 
for this service. This is an opportunity for creativity, but also meant that I spent a great deal of time staring at a blank 
page, unsure of where to start.

In reflecting on conversations with attendees at past interfaith services, I have noticed a definite thirst and curiosity to 
understand those of different faiths. Every year, people have come up to me after the service expressing appreciation 
for the Hebrew that I used in my role, or the prayer that I brought from the siddur. 

Over the following months, through conversations with more than a half a dozen members of our community and 
colleagues of mine, that page quickly filled in with a program. Now, instead of trepidation, I am looking forward to the 
24th with excitement. I am ready to share our community and our prayers with the wider Pelham world, confident that the 

service will reflect the best of who we are. It will include music, readings, songs and ritual, each emerging from our tradition and adapted to be accessible to the 
wider community. 

This will be unfamiliar to those who have never been to a synagogue before. It will, therefore, rely on our kehillah to participate fully to carry the newcomers with us 
through the experience. It will be unfamiliar but -- speaking from the experience of being a part of this service in all of the churches in town -- just because it is 
unfamiliar, that does not mean that it will not be a meaningful experience. I have learned a great deal from the hymns and choirs that play a central role in the church 
communities. I believe that our service will have the same impact on our guests this year. 

Given the tragedies and incidents of Anti-Semitism that have grabbed our attention -- and the attention of the local community -- over the past year, I believe that it is 
even more important that we continue to build and deepen our relationships with the world around us. It is through those strong relationships that we are safest and 
that we have someone to turn to in moments of difficulty, grief and fear. I also believe that in response to what we have seen in Pelham recently, there will be a strong 
desire among the wider community to come to the PJC for this service to learn and show support.

I strongly encourage you to join us on November 24th, to be a part of this experience and to share the power of the PJC with the rest of Pelham.

Alex
Rabbi Alex Salzberg
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Education Director's MessageEducation Director's Message



As the fall winds start blowing and the leaves turn into a gradient of orange-pink colors, we can feel how nature is changing and
getting ready for the cold season. I had the opportunity to reflect on the changes in our environment as, during the days
between Yom Kippur and Sukkot, I made two shiva calls for parents of good friends of mine. Both passed away at the age
of 94. Both were teens during the Holocaust, and did whatever they could to survive and help other Jews survive. They fought in
the underground resistance acting with courage and selflessness. Their personal stories are beacons of light and inspiration.
In both cases, they devoted their lives for a better world, and believed that one day the world would be different, and no one will
be persecuted for their religious affiliation, skin color, or personal belief. Standing with my friends while their mother was being
laid to rest at the cemetery, I looked up at the blue sky and asked myself: has the world really changed since she was a child
during the war? While her infant great-grandchildren crawled and played on the grass next to her grave, I couldn't help but think:
Are we building a better place for them? What is in store for the future of our children.
 
In the month of November, we mark Kristallnacht, the night of the broken glass, that took place throughout Germany and
Austria on November 9, 1938. On that night, Jewish families were startled by the sound of windows shattering, the stomping of

Nazi storm troopers as they burned synagogues, Jewish schools and businesses and the screams of Jewish men being arrested. By the end of that horrible night,
7,000 Jewish businesses were destroyed, more than 900 synagogues were burned, 91 Jews were killed and 30,000 Jewish men were sent to concentration
camps. Kristallnacht was the cardinal moment that proved to Hitler that the world would sit in silence while atrocities were being inflicted on the Jews in Europe. The
following day, Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels, declared: "We shed not a tear for them [the Jews.]" The world's silence enabled the Holocaust: the genocide
of 6.5 million Jews, along with another 20 million others.

 
Eighty-one years have passed, and the same hatred that enabled human beings to commit such atrocities and subsequent ones during WWII, is unfortunately still
prevalent, here in America and  around the world. Many tried to find its roots and reasons; books were written, researchers and academics explored the many
different aspects of its origins and consequences. Books, movies, museums, documentaries, educational materials developed, policies and programs created. And
still, Anti-Semitism is alive.

As I write these lines, I am still grappling with the increase in very disturbing local reports about Westchester sites defaced with swastikas or hate speech in recent
days. Swastikas were found inside  Scarsdale High School, (09/27), Pelham Middle School (10/4), ,  Pleasantville High School (10/11). White Plains,(10/11)  and in
Ardsley (10/14). Hate speech was found on the Westchester Holocaust Memorial in White Plains. (10/09).
 
Michael Salama, a former Learning Center student, recently wrote in the Pelham Examiner -- a local student magazine -- about his experience as a student in
Pelham Middle School. Michael writes that he wasn't surprised when he heard about the swastikas in PMS; in his words: "Unless you are on the receiving end of this
kind of harassment, it's hard to recognize exactly how deeply this problem is rooted in our community."
 
Although there is a huge difference between the vents from last month in Westchester and the horrific ones that took place during WWII, they come from the same
place in human nature, and they happen for the same reason -- all you need for evil to happen is for good people to do nothing. That's the experience Michael is
talking about -- the indifference. A few years ago, an LC mother came to me and told me about an event that took place when her third grade daughter sat to eat
lunch in her Pelham Elementary school cafeteria. She told her mom that when she sat down, the rest of the children in the table stood up and moved, saying "We
don't eat with Jews." When the mother told the story to her daughter's teacher, her response was "This is not Anti-Semitism, it's just kids being kids."
 
When Elie Wiesel received the Nobel Prize for Peace in 1986, he stated, "I swore never to be silent whenever and wherever human beings endure suffering and
humiliation. We must always take sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented. Sometimes we
must interfere. When human lives are endangered, when human dignity is in jeopardy, national borders and sensitivities become irrelevant. Wherever men or
women are persecuted because of their race, religion, or political views, that place must--at that moment--become the center of the universe."
 
The history of the Pelham Jewish Center is rooted in Anti-Semitism. The local residents who in 1957 denied Jewish children founding members the right to attend
after-school activities because they were Jewish, were not successful. Our founding members didn't move or change their beliefs. They are here, we are now

http://westchester.news12.com/story/41109716/students-discover-offensive-graffiti-at-scarsdale-high-school
https://forward.com/fast-forward/432686/swastikas-westchester-middle-school/
https://www.lohud.com/story/news/local/westchester/pleasantville/2019/10/11/swastika-found-pleasantville-high-school/3941560002/
https://www.lohud.com/story/news/local/westchester/white-plains/2019/10/14/man-wears-swastika-emblazoned-yarmulke-into-city-limits-diner/3968537002/
http://westchester.news12.com/story/41179788/man-wearing-swastika-cap-spotted-again-at-bagel-store-in-ardsley
https://nypost.com/2019/10/09/white-plains-holocaust-memorial-found-vandalized-on-eve-of-yom-kippur/
http://pelhamexaminer.com/18165/showcase/why-i-was-not-surprised-about-swastikas-the-reality-of-being-a-jewish-student-in-pelham/?unapproved=327&moderation-hash=9e2ccbe97ba436be3fb065fea522ad6c#comment-327


after-school activities because they were Jewish, were not successful. Our founding members didn't move or change their beliefs. They are here, we are now
neighbors, and we are charged with the mission to help this community move into a different mindset. For the future of all children, this is our duty, now more than
ever. I invite you to join me in standing up against racism and Anti-Semitism. I invite you to start a serious conversation about the role of the Pelham Jewish Center
here and now. What can we do to become a source of change and inspiration, and bring this community to a different place in the narrative of hate versus kindness?
I believe there must be a reason for our existence in this world. Let's make that reason very clear to ourselves and those who live next to us. It's our charge now and
for the future of our children.
 
It's time to roll up sleeves and remember the prayers of all those who were massacred because of the color of their skin, their gender, their religion or political views.
As the fall winds announce the change in season, we should follow suit by helping our community transition from the colors of hate into the sky-blue colors of hope.

 
 
Wishing each and every one Shalom, peace,
 

Ana
Ana Turkienicz
Education Director
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President's Message
Not very long ago, I would have considered the subject of Anti-Semitism as being mostly relevant to the past or to places far away, but
that hasn't been the case lately.  As disheartening as that may be, I have been impressed (though not surprised), by the widespread
willingness of people of all stripes to confront and condemn Anti-Semitism when staying silent would have been pretty easy. 
Sometimes confronting an issue amounts to little more than a lot of people agreeing with each other that a problem exists without
knowing how to solve it. But I think that the simple act of people openly acknowledging and vigorously condemning Anti-Semitism is in
itself hugely important, and a change from what might have happened a few generations ago.
 
Confronting Anti-Semitic ideology and specific Anti-Semitic acts requires discussing what motivates them and what my Poly-Sci
professors used to call "root causes." That discussion is also a lot different from a few generations ago. In the past, we might have
thought of certain geographical areas or visible groups as being sources of Anti-Semitism, but that kind of thinking is increasingly
irrelevant. In the last several years, we've seen -- again and again -- that Anti-Semitism and other forms of bigotry have germinated and
spread not in physically defined communities, but instead, in online "communities," where anyone can create an anonymous persona
and people can have long-term "relationships" they consider to be close without knowing each other at all.  Someone never exposed to
virulent bigotry in the real world, from family, friends, co-workers or schoolmates can still find and participate in as much of it as ever
existed instantly in the palm of their hand, any time. Virulent and violent bigotry is now one of any number of internet subcultures a
person choose to join, or unwittingly fall into.
 

That reality that makes discussion of acts of bigotry more complicated now and makes the issue more vexing than ever.  It also makes it more difficult to dismiss as
insignificant what might seem to be a meaningless stray act, because you just can't know what could be behind it.   Which is why we should take heart in, appreciate
and recognize our neighbors' unwillingness to stay silent or to look the other way.
  

MikeMike
Michael Dvorkin
President, The Pelham Jewish Center

Top

A Message from the Editor of HaKol



Dear Friends,

We've left Tishrei, chock full of holidays, for Mar (bitter) Cheshvan. But, at the PJC, Cheshvan has lots to rejoice
about.

On November 3rd, there was a Breakfast Run. There are two upcoming Bar Mitzvot -- the first for
Bennett Wies; the second for Sebastian Levy.

The initiation of our new Rosenberg Torah will take place on November 17th, between 2:00-4:00 p.m.  Our
next Book Group will also be held on November 17th, between 11:30 am and 1:00 pm. We will be discussing
Naomi Levy's Einstein and the Rabbi. In addition, the tryouts for The PJC Players,
Your A Good Man, Charlie Brown will be held at 11:00 am. Please join us at these events. 

In this issue, in addition to the Leadership Messages, Fundraising Chair -- Liz Tzetzo -- will discuss our
fundraising events. Our Executive Vice President, Audrey Beerman, gives us her take on the High Holiday
Services. And, the Book Notes column will discuss the novel, The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem.

Keep in mind that our Congregant's Corner is available for you to express your thoughts on PJC-related topics
and events.

B'Shalom,

Barbara 
Barbara Saunders-Adams
Communications Director

madamadam1955@gmail.com
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A Message from Our Fundraising Chair
The 613th commandment is to write a Torah.
 
You can fulfill this mitzvah by writing a single Torah letter. Every congregant at the Pelham Jewish Center will now have the
opportunity to fulfill this mitzvah thanks to the generosity of Les and Sybil Rosenberg. Les and Sybil have commissioned a new
Torah for the Pelham Jewish Center in memory of their parents, Dr. Herbert and Eva Lewin and David and Eleanor Rosenberg.  
On Sunday, November 17th, we will have the opportunity to see the first letters of our new Torah written. We are fortunate to have
Zerach Greenfield, a Torah scribe, come to our synagogue that Sunday from 2:00-4:00 p.m. He will explain the process of creating
a Torah, and demonstrate how to write a Torah letter. This will be a memorable program for all ages. We hope you will join us for
this exciting and important event.
 
It takes approximately one year to complete a Torah scroll. We plan to celebrate the completion of the Rosenberg Torah
on Sunday, May 17, 2020. Each of us will have the opportunity to buy a letter, word, parshah or book and, in so doing, fulfill the
613th commandment. You can donate in honor of or in memory of a loved one or to celebrate a simcha (special occasion). All
donors will receive a certificate of appreciation for their donation, and possibly have a chance to write a Torah letter and have their photo taken with the scribe.    
The Rosenberg Torah Project is an important fundraising event.
 

Rosenberg Torah Project Pricing Amount  

   
Book of Torah $10,008  
Special Parshiot (7) $2,340  
Special Sections (18) - See Below $1,800  
10 Commandments (Special Section) $414/Commandment  
Parashah $1,530  
Aliyah $1,080  
Verse $540  
Name $360  
Word $180  
Letter $108/Adult; $18/Child  

mailto:madamadam1955@gmail.com


Letter $108/Adult; $18/Child  
   
Seven Special Parshiot: Bereishit, Noach, Lech Lecha, Bo, Beshalla, Yitro and
V'Zot HaBracha
   
18 Special Sections:   
   
1. Genesis 1   
2. Vayechulu haShamayim   
3. The Rainbow   
4. Birth of Isaac   
5. Binding of Isaac   
6. Jacob's Ladder   
7. Joseph Revealing Himself to His Brothers   
8. Jacob Blessing Ephraim and Menashe   
9. Burning Bush   
10. Song of the Sea   
11. Second Tablets and 13 Attributes   
12. V'shamru   
13. Ma Tovu   
14. V'Zot HaTorah   
15. Shema & First Paragraph)   
16. Justice, Justice Shall You Pursue   
17. Commandment to Write a Torah   
18. Final Chapter of the Torah   

 
Please send your gift to the Pelham Jewish Center, and indicate that it is for the Rosenberg Torah Campaign.

LizLiz
Liz Tzetzo
Fundraising Chair
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Book Notes November 2019Book Notes November 2019
 
 

The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem

by Sarit Yishai Levi

Ten-year old Gabriella loves listening to her Nona Rosa tell family stories. Shortly before Rosa dies, she tells Gabriella that the Ermosa family is cursed. Women in
the family marry husbands who love other women. Gabriella is haunted by this story. She seeks to find the source of this curse and, in doing so, learn why her
beautiful mother, Luna, is so unhappy and distant. On her quest, Gabriella uncovers the stories of four generations of  Sephardic  women  (Jews from Spain) living in
Jerusalem. 

The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem begins in pre-state Palestine when marriages between Sephardim and Ashkenazim (Eastern European Jews) were taboo. Such
a mixed- marriage was considered as if one was marrying out of one's religion and social class. Those who flaunted this unwritten law were considered "dead" and
the family sat shiva as if mourning the dead. 

As the situation for Jerusalem's Jewish population becomes increasingly difficult, the Ermosa family's fortune dwindles. It is up to Gabriella and her sisters, Rachelika 
and Becky, to decide what's best for the family and the burgeoning state of the Israel.

Sarit Yishai Levi's book is hard to put down. The characters are well-drawn. The women are strong and independent, despite the male-dominated times. 

I recommend The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem to those interested in a good story as well as  those interested in learning about Sephardic culture 

and the birth of the Jewish state.

Barbara
Top 

Congregant's Corner - Audrey BeermanCongregant's Corner - Audrey Beerman
 
This was the first time Hal & I spent the High Holidays at the PJC. We are totally in awe of of how beautiful our services are and how seamless everything felt.
Obviously, it takes a small army to make such an experience possible. Thank you to everyone who had a hand in creating the environment for our holy community to
celebrate, reflect, praise, repent and love together. Special thanks to Rabbi Salzberg and Mike Dvorkin for their leadership.I pray that the year ahead is as as
wonderful as our chagim (holidays) have been thus far. 
 



 

Audrey
Audrey Beerman
PJC Executive Vice President
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Share a Simcha!Share a Simcha!
 

"Share a Simcha" allows congregants to share their news with our PJC community. Please submit news about family members --
engagements, births, job updates, kid achievements, community acknowledgements and any other milestones -- to 

Barbara Saunders-Adams.

This will continue to be a regular Hakol  feature, so keep your news and updates coming!

Mazel Tov to Bennett Wies, son of Peter and Suzanne Wies, on his upcoming Bar Mitzvah, November, 16, 2019
 
Mazel Tov to Sebastian Levy, son of Jerry and Romina Levy, on his upcoming Bar Mitzvah, November 23, 2019
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Tributes & DonationsTributes & Donations

 
 

Make Tributes & Donations ONLINE!

Donations to the PJC from...

Ronnie Lynn Bader, with appreciation for this year's High Holiday services
Spencer & Ronnie Barback, in support of the November Breakfast Run
Carol Barrett & Norma Muthra, in support of the PJC's projects and programs
Leonard & Judy Cooper, in memory of the Yahrzeit of Len's father, Jacob Cooper
Leonard & Judy Cooper, in memory of the Yahrzeit of Len's mother, Gussie Cooper
Leonard & Judy Cooper, in memory of the Yahrzeit of Len's sister, Anne Turok
Leonard & Judy Cooper, in memory of the Yahrzeit of Len's brother, Seymour Cooper'
Lucy Berman Edelman, in memory of Jerry Lanoil
Vera Erwich, in memory of her husband -- David -- Melissa Kagan's father
Seth & Patricia Goldman, in support of the PJC's projects and programs
Jonathan & Marjut Herzog, in support of the Learning Center
Robert & Andrea DeRose Kahn, in support of the November Breakfast Run
Jonathan & Tina Kasper & Family, for their donation of a new charcoal grill for PJC events
Kathryn Krassner, in memory of her father -- and Tanner & Hayden's grandfather -- Marshall Krassner
Leah & John Leonard, sponsors of this year's High Holiday Break Fast
Mark & Linda Levine, in support of the November Breakfast Run
David & Jeanne Radvany, in honor of Elise Goldenberg
Mark Shepherd & Wendy Prince & Family, for their donation of a new charcoal grill for PJC events
Jerry & Norma Strassler, and Susan Moskowitz, in honor of Howard Meyerson
Ira Weinberg, in support of the PJC's projects and programs
Harold & Sally Weisman, in honor of Robert & Sandra Goldman's grandson -- Eli -- on the occasion of his Bar Mitzvah

Donations to the Rabbi's Discretionary Fund from...

Barry Erner & Melissa Dreyfus-Erner, in honor of Rabbi Alex Salzberg
Philip & Shari Joress, in honor of Rabbi Alex Salzberg

At any time, if you wish to pay by check, please make it payable to "The Pelham Jewish Center" and mail it to our bookkeeping firm at: The Pelham Jewish
Center, P.O. Box 418, Montvale, NJ 07645.

https://www.thepjc.org/donate


Center, P.O. Box 418, Montvale, NJ 07645.

All donations to the Rabbi's Discretionary Fund, at any time throughout the year, should be made payable to "The Pelham Jewish Center -- Rabbi's
Discretionary Fund" and mailed directly to Julia Coss at the PJC office.

Thank you!
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