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 Rabbi Salzberg's Message
Below are the thoughts that I shared at the service that we held on Sunday, 10/28 in
memory of those killed at the Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh. At the service, I was
heartened by the incredible turnout and the expressions of solidarity and support from
everyone present, members of the PJC and individuals from the wider Pelham community
and the surrounding areas. It was an important reminder that we are not alone here, no
matter how scary the world is.
 
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
------------

Upcoming PJC
Activities & Events

November

4 -- Mitzvah Day/
12:30pm

8 -- Board Meeting/
7pm

13 -- Soup Kitchen/
4:30pm

17 -- Open Book/
10:30am

17 -- Women's Group/
1pm

18 -- Book Group/
11:30am

18-20 -- Thanksgiving
in a Box Drop Off/9am-
5pm (Huguenot Church)

18 -- Pelham Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service/
2pm

22 -- Thanksgiving/
Offices Closed

23 -- Thanksgiving/
Offices Closed

December



This week, in synagogues around the worlds, Jews will be reading the portion from the
Torah known as Chayei Sarah - the life of Sarah. It begins with the death of the matriarch
Sarah and recounts her husband Abraham's efforts to bury her appropriately.
His neighbors, the Hittites, saw his pain, and offered their help. They said to him "Bury
your dead in the choicest of our burial places; none of us will withhold his burial place from

your for burying your dead." They understood his practical need and tried to express their sympathy by offering to
solve it for him.

But Abraham refused. He told them "If it is your wish that I remove my dead for burial, you must agree to
intercede for me with Ephron son of Zohar. Let him sell me the cave of Machpelah that he owns, which is at the
edge of his land. Let him sell it to me, at the full price, for a burial site in your midst."

This passage is traditionally read as evidence of Abraham's desire to be self-sufficient. The responsibility to care
for the needs of those we love and have lost is paramount in the Jewish tradition, so much so, that all other
religious obligations are suspended. Abraham appears to be representing the fulfilment of this responsibility.
But a closer look at his words hints at something else. He does not accept their gift, but neither does he reject
their offer to help. He says to them "you must agree to intercede for me." He is saying, "our relationship must be
more than simply a transaction. We must work together to achieve our common goal. You cannot solve my
problems for me, but neither is it appropriate for me to reject your heartfelt desire to offer me comfort. We must
work together, deepening our relationship - that is how you can comfort me at this moment."

This idea, that moments of loss are also opportunities to strengthen our relationships is true. It applies not only in
our personal lives, but also on a communal level. It is codified in the Talmud, the central text of Rabbinic Judaism.
In it, we read "we must sustain the poor of the gentiles along with the poor of Israel, we must visit the sick of the
gentiles along with the sick of Israel, we must bury the dead of the gentiles along with the dead of Israel, for the
sake of the ways of peace." When people suffer in the world, we cannot question whether or not they are our
people. We are obligated to help them, to visit them, and when necessary to bury them - for the sake of peace,
for the sake of our shared humanity, and for the sake of the Divine image in each of us.

Like Abraham and the Hittites, we come together in moments of sadness and grief and want to work together to
change the world. We feel a visceral need, to try and prevent future atrocities like this one. We feel that it is our
religious and human duty to try and bring about a better world - to fix it, for the sake of peace.

We read in Psalm 97, עָר ּואְנִׂש ה ' יֵבֲהֹא  (ohavei Adondai, sinu ra'), "those who love God, hate evil." And in Psalm 104 we
read, םָניֵא דֹוע םיִעָׁשְרּו ץֶרָאָה־ןִמ םיִאָּטַח ּוּמַּתִי (yitamu chata'im min-ha'aretz ursha'im od einam), "May sinners disappear from
the earth, and the wicked be no more." We might be tempted, in moments such as this one, to interpret these
verses to sanction hatred. If we pray for sinners to disappear from the earth, then we must do all that we can to
oppose them and defeat their ability to do us harm.

However, there is a beautiful interpretation of these verses in the Talmud that should guide us as we try to move
forward. Beruria, a scholar of the Bible, points out to her vengeful husband that the Hebrew should not be
understood to say, "May sinners disappear," but rather, "may sins disappear." She argues that one must pray for
sinners to repent and to return to a just life, rather than to pray for their destruction.

Beruria teaches us that we must hate evil, and work together to eradicate sin. But we cannot allow our hatred for
evil to lead us to hate one another. We must work together, not in opposition to a particular person, or idea, or
political position. We must work together in support of the beliefs and values that we hold most dear.

Every person is created in the image of God. Every person has the right to live in safety and security and without
fear. Those who are hungry, need to be fed. Those who are sick, need to be visited. Those who die, need to be
buried. Those who mourn, need to be comforted.

In Judaism, when a person mourns, the traditional greeting is םילשוריו ןויצ  ילבא  רעש  ךותב  םכתא  םחני  םוקמה   (hamakom
yinachem etchem b'toch sha'ar avlei tzion virushalayim), "May God comfort you among all of the mourners of Zion
and Jerusalem."

May God comfort all of us today, and may we find comfort in one another as we look to the future.

Thank you, 
Rabbi Alex Salzberg 
 

 TOP

 Education Director's Message 
קָחְצִי - תֶא דיִלֹוה  םָהָרְבַא , םָהָרְבַא : - ןֶּב קָחְצִי , תֹדְלֹוּת  הֶּלֵאְו  .

"And these are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham begot Isaac."
Genesis 25:19

 
A while ago, I purchased a genetic test kit from 23andme. The test kit sat on my desk at
home for almost six months. I looked at it with skepticism and asked myself: do I really
want to know what my ancestry is? What if it reveals something unexpected about my

1 -- Women's Group/
1pm

9 -- Community
Hanukkah Celebration/
5pm

11 -- Soup Kitchen/
4:30pm

13 -- Board Meeting/
7pm

15 -- Open Book/
10:30am

16 -- Book Group/
11:30am

25 -- Christmas
Day/Offices Closed
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Donate to the PJC
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2017-18 Board of
Directors
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http://www.thepjc.org
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want to know what my ancestry is? What if it reveals something unexpected about my
ancestral past? After 6 months. I finally had the courage to send my test. When the
results finally came in, I knew: it's the time of truth... And...Surprise, surprise! My
genetic ancestry is 99.9% European: 99.6% Ashkenazi Jew, 0.3% Eastern European and
0.1% Somali. I wasn't surprised to find out that I am a descendant of Ashkenazi Jews,
but... 99.6% ? Huh?
 

Now, the big question - what was I supposed to do with this? While I am still grappling with it, my best guess is
that it comes with responsibility. Responsibility to my past, to what my ancestors had to endure in order to
remain connected to the Jewish People, responsibility to the present, to my task in this life, and with the future. 

At this time of the year, in November, Jews around the world, Ashkenazim, Sephardim, Mizrahi, Yemenites,
Cochin, Ethiopian, whatever their ancestry is, will be reading from Parshat Toldot, from the book of Genesis.
Toldot in Hebrew translates into generations. This is not the first time the Torah makes sure we keep up with the
Toldot, the generations of a certain character. Which sends us a message about the importance of keeping track
of our past and the people who came before us, so we can make sense of our present and have hope in the
future. As my grandpa Yankel used to repeat to me when I was young: "Hanale, you are a link in a golden chain;
don't break it." He was my father's stepfather, so not even related to me by blood. But he embraced me and sent
forth his message about a certain legacy. Not a genetic one, but something else. A love for Judaism and a
responsibility to keeping the golden chain intact.
 

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, writing about "Why I am a Jew", says:
 "I am a Jew because I cherish the Torah, knowing that G-d is to
be found not just in natural sources but in moral meanings, (...)
and because Jews, though they lacked all else, never ceased to
value education as a sacred task, endowing the individual with
dignity and depth. (...) I want to say to the Jews around the
world: Take it, cherish it, learn to understand and to love it. Carry
it and it will carry you. And may you in turn pass it on to future
generations. For you are a member of an eternal people, a letter in
their scroll. Let their eternity live on in you." A letter in the scroll. I
believe that by learning Hebrew, the Hebrew letters, we are able to
create a link with our past, getting an entry way to the teachings
of the Torah and its many levels of meaning. That is why I love
teaching Hebrew and coming to every Bar and Bat Mitzvah to hear
the voices of our students reading from the Torah - in Hebrew.
 

I guess Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, my grandpa, and genetics all
come to emphasize what we read in Parshat Toldot- each
one of us is a link in a golden chain, from generation to
generation. "Le dor v'dor", as we recite together in our
prayers. Interestingly, the words generation and generosity
seem to be connected.

A few months ago, I put out a big request for iPad
donations, so our students could start learning Hebrew with
a new ipad app. The Learning Center is very thankful for the
generosity of Jill Goldenberg, David Haft, Michelle Dvorkin,
Yelena Dyment, Representative Amy Paulin, Tracie Cohen,
Sheri Silver, Audrey Beerman, who made possible for our
children to learn Hebrew reading through Eyal, the new ipad
app. Yours and all PJC congregant's generosity at all times
help our students be the link in the unbroken chain of
Judaism while supporting our work at the LC. Thank you so
much for being more than a letter in the scroll.

Please come to me if you too would like to start learning Hebrew reading with the new Eyal ipad app; this may be
your chance to finally crack the code!

Again, the Learning Center is thankful to you for your support, enabling our students to continue to learn about
our ancestry, their generations.

Todah Rabbah!
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Letter from Board President Leah Leonard
The High Holiday season has drawn to a close for another year. Filled with busy, meaningful days-many of them
spent in synagogue at services. For some of us that may mean a break from regularly attending services and a
return to a more usual daily schedule; for others, the frequency attending declines, but a return to weekly



return to a more usual daily schedule; for others, the frequency attending declines, but a return to weekly
Shabbat services.

Later this month many of us will celebrate the holiday of Thanksgiving, always my favorite secular holiday each
year, filled with family, food, and the iconic parade. I realized some years ago, during a Learning Center discussion
concerning favorite holidays, that Shabbat is my favorite Jewish holiday. I like the regularity of it, the comforting
traditions. During a recent conversation with another PJC'er lamenting our busy schedules, she referenced
Shabbat and how it represented the opportunity to disconnect-to me, this is a blessing our holidays represent,
especially Shabbat each week.

Not only is there beauty in the observance of Shabbat, but in the services we create each week at the PJC.
Since this is the season of gratitude, we are grateful to Roger Krulak for regularly coordinating honors to
incorporate many of us in the service during significant moments of our personal year, and to Howard Meyerson
for arranging Torah readers. Rabbi Salzberg and Roger organize the pieces of each service-much gratitude goes to
many of our fellow PJC'ers who often volunteer to lead a part of the service: Michael Weissman, Maria Abeshouse,
Roger, Dan Mailick, Joel Peck, Gary Trachten, Jack Klebanow, Jeremy Schulman, Barry Erner, Clara Salzberg, Steve
Martin, and others who chant Haftarah for a certain parshah. It's particularly special when a post-B'nei Mitzvah
young adult leads the Torah service or another piece, or attends to read Haftarah on the anniversary of their
B'nei. Having so many PJC congregants integrated in the conducting of services alongside Rabbi Salzberg adds to
the richness of the Shabbat experience and deepens our community connection.
This month begins another year of our Open Book program, an engaging series introduced last year by Rabbi
Salzberg to help congregants connect or deepen their understanding and knowledge of the Shabbat service. This
year's sessions focus on the Kaddish and Kabbalat Shabbat-the first scheduled on November 17th. Timing
coincides with kids' services so parents have the opportunity to attend. [see our website https://thepjc.org/ for
details]

There are 52 opportunities to observe and celebrate Shabbat each year [or 104 between Kabbalat Shabbat and
Shabbat morning], and four of them fall in our current month of November, including Thanksgiving weekend-what a
perfect time to reflect on giving thanks and expressing gratitude. Whether you're a frequent or occasional

attendee of Shabbat services, I invite each of you to join us at the PJC on Shabbat and witness and partake of
the beautiful collective experience. When we greet each other "Shabbat Shalom" we are truly wishing a peaceful
Shabbos.

I warmly wish you & your families much togetherness & many blessings every Shabbat and at Thanksgiving,

Leah Leonard
PJC President
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Letter From PJC Rabbinic Liaison Committee
Did you know that members of the Pelham Jewish Center are invited to attend the monthly Board meetings?
Board meeting dates appear on the PJC website calendar.

PJC Rabbinic Liaison Committee Lead & Sustainability Chair David Radvany discusses his role ...

Hi everyone! I wanted to take a moment to talk about my role on the Board this year and an exciting new
Committee that we have formed which I am leading, and for which we'd love to get your input.
 
My primary focus on the Board this year has been setting up and kicking off our new Rabbinic Liaison Committee.
The objective of the Committee is to act as a liaison between the community and the Rabbi in discussing key
items important to our community.
 
Our goal is to promote dialogue between the Rabbi and the community to explore ways that the Rabbi and
community can be mutually supportive in meeting all of our needs. The Rabbinic Liaison Committee represents a
variety of constituencies and points of view in our community (i.e. young families, long time members, regulars,
religious practices, etc). Current Committee members include Audrey Beerman, Larry Cohen, David Haft, Roger
Krulak, Darren Lee, Les Rosenberg, and Rhonda Singer in addition to Leah Leonard as President of the PJC.
 
The Rabbinic Liaison Committee has met a few times since it was established last year. It is a regular opportunity
to discuss with Rabbi Salzberg questions and concerns that members of the committee may have. This gives the
Rabbi regular insights into the issues that animate the many segments of our community. It is also an opportunity
for the Rabbi to share his ideas and brainstorm with a diverse and representative group of synagogue members.
 
Please reach out to me or any member of the Committee with any feedback that you have. The Committee will
hear criticism or praise from congregants, and we've agreed not to pass on either without attribution - so any
feedback will be passed on only with the name of the person providing it.
 
While we've had an effective start in fostering conversation, this Committee must not be the only avenue for
communication. Every member of the community is invited and encouraged to reach out to Rabbi Salzberg directly
to share their thoughts, ideas, concerns, questions, challenges, and needs. We are all strongest when
communication and conversation is the norm.



communication and conversation is the norm.
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A Beautiful Gift from Huguenot Memorial Church

Perhaps you have noticed the recent planting of a new tree on the PJC property at the corner of Esplanade and James Street.  This
weeping cherry tree is a gift from Huguenot Memorial Church.  As a result of our recent redecorating of the shul, the PJC donated a
number of chairs to the church that we no longer needed.  This exchange is a beautiful example of the interfaith cooperation that is
possible in our community.
 
Details will follow for a spring time dedication of the tree, which will include members of both congregations and the PJC Learning
Center.
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New Member Spotlight



Alexy, Michael, Ethan, and Mabel are new members of the Pelham Jewish Center community- learn a little
more about the family and welcome them to the PJC! 

Tell me a little bit about your family! 

Alexy is originally from Farmington, CT and works in risk management for an online lending startup. I am from
Smithtown, Long Island and am a software developer in the advertising and media space.  We met our freshman
year at Brown University and just celebrated our 13th wedding anniversary this summer.  Our son, Ethan, 6, is in
first grade at Prospect Hill and Kitah Alef at the Learning Center.  We also have a daughter, Mabel, who is 1. 
Max, our Golden Retriever / Vizsla mix, emigrated from Frankfurt, Germany (we lived there for a couple of years).

When did you move to Pelham?

We moved to Pelham in July, 2017 from Park Slope, Brooklyn where the kids were born.  

When and why did you join the PJC?

Growing up my family attended services at Temple Beth Shalom in Smithtown and I went to Solomon Schechter
Day School through middle school.  Ethan loved his Jewish preschool in Brooklyn and we wanted to continue his
Jewish education after moving to Pelham.  From our first Shabbat at PJC, everyone was so welcoming, we
instantly felt at home. Ethan has been attending the Learning Center and it is so great to see him get excited
about learning Hebrew and Jewish culture.

What PJC event are you most looking forward to? 

We are excited for Ethan and Mabel's upcoming conversion ceremonies.



TOP

A Letter of Support from a PJC Neighbor 
At the Pelham Jewish Center's "Show Up for Shabbat" solidarity service, Rabbi Salzberg read a letter he recieved
from one of the PJC's local neighbors. It is shared with our entire PJC community below: 



 



Dear Pelham Jewish Center Congregation, 

My family lives on Thompson Street, and we pass your center daily. This weekend, we did so with heavy hearts
for the loss of life at the massacre at Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. 

We are a Sikh family, and our community stands with yours amidst the staggering rise of hate crimes over the
past few years - albeit always with us historically. 

In 2012, a white nationalist gunman massacred Sikhs in congregation at Oak Creek Gurdwara (Temple) in
Wisconsin. The next year I was attacked in my 3rd hate crime since 9/11, which left me a fractured jaw at the
time. I work at Mt. Sinai, and I received many personal heartfelt notes from my Jewish friends and community who
empathized with our hard times. And so, today, we write to you in the spirit of love, solidarity, and friendship. Our
family is here for you, and we are around the corner. 

With all of our love, 

Prabhjot Singh 
Monmeet Kour 
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Jonathan Kasper's 9/11 Speech 
On Rosh Hashanah, September 11th, Jonathan Kasper, PJC member and firefighter, shared his heartfelt
remembrances from the High Holidays in 2001. We are sharing them again here in honor of Veterans Day. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
-------------

In honor of all the victims and heroes of September 11, 2001

By Jonathan Kasper

Words cannot describe the destruction inflicted upon lower Manhattan. As a member of the Volunteer Fire
Department in my community, it was my honor to go down on Thursday and Friday (Sept 13th and 14th) and help
with the rescue effort.

I wish I could tell you that I performed some heroic feat and single handedly saved someone. But I did not. Myself
and four other members of our fire company went down into the depths of the devastation. We had no idea what
we would find, what we would do or how long we would stay. We did know that we would stick together and
make sure everyone was always accounted for.

When we got to the scene of this horrific attack, we couldn't believe what we saw. Undaunted, we checked in
with the Command Post and went to work clearing the debris. The "Bucket Brigade" as we are now known as.

The task seemed infinite; how can we possibly clear all this? Little by little, bucket-by-bucket we started to
actually see West Street below our boots. People with food and water and dry clothes were constantly coming by
and asking if we needed anything.

I have never been so proud to be a New Yorker, and an American. People working side-by-side, regardless of age,
nationality, race, occupation, religion and social standing. Everybody working together to achieve a common goal.



nationality, race, occupation, religion and social standing. Everybody working together to achieve a common goal.

I wondered, "Why does it take this type of disaster to unite everyone? Why can't we be nice to each other all the
time? Will people go back to their old ways in 6 months?"

My wife tells me that I am a hero for going down and helping dig through the rubble to help find survivors and
victims. I don't feel like a hero. I'm just helping my fellow man. That is the way my parents raised me.

As many of you know, my Dad passed away on May 3, 2000. Almost 4 years to the day from when he suffered a
massive stroke that doctors told us would end his life within a week. That man was a hero, a fighter! He never
gave up!

Eight months after returning home from hospitals and rehabilitation he told us he wanted to come to Synagogue
on Friday nights, We would sit in the comer by the door. I couldn't tell you what he was thinking each Friday, but
I was thinking "Thank You G-d for giving me another day with my Dad." When he came for the High Holidays that
first year, Rabbi Stem came over to him. My dad was still in a wheelchair and the Rabbi welcomed him. Rabbi Stern
said that he would pray that my Dad would get well. My Dad said, "No, pray that nobody else will get sick!". We
vowed that the following year he would walk into the Synagogue on his own power and open the Ark. He did!

This is just one of the many lessons I have learned about G-d, the fragility of life and myself in coming to Arden
Heights for over 25 years.

The true heroes in this disaster are the firemen and police officers who went inside the Twin Towers following the

attack. They died trying to save lives. And the people who work at the Pentagon. When they were evacuated,
they made their way onto the highway and away from the building. Someone yelled that they needed help. What
did these people do... they ran back towards the Pentagon.

And finally the heroes of heroes; the people in the plane that crashed in Pennsylvania. There is no doubt that
they saved thousands of lives in the most unselfish act imaginable. I had the privilege to meet a couple from
Alabama. They are volunteer Firefighters. They closed up their office and drove up to New York to help with the
efforts. More heroes!

As Jews we have seen first-hand what hatred and bigotry can lead to. Now everyone in the world knows what we
have known for much too long. Maybe now we can live together in peace, regardless of our religion or color; as
fellow Americans, fellow human beings.

May G-d bless each of you and your families with a happy and healthy New Year. And may G-d Bless America.
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2018 Pelham Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
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Pelham Library Hanukkah Tales
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2018 Thanksgiving-in-a-Box
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Open Book Program
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Share a Simcha!
 
"Share a Simcha" allows congregants to share their news with our PJC
community. Please submit news about family members --
engagements, births, job updates, kid achievements, community
acknowledgements and any other milestones to Jacqui Stein.  This will
continue to be a regular Hakol feature, so keep your news and updates

coming!
 

Much mazel to Barry & Melissa [Dreyfus-] Erner on the birth of new granddaughter, Casey Johanna Erner
born to Barry's son & daughter-in-law David & Mika on October 16th
A hearty Mazel Tov Adam & Jen Gerber and Sarah Fine on the occasion of Max's Bar Mitzvah on October 6th
Warm mazel wishes to David Ploski & Liz Tzetzo on the occasion of Rebecca's Bat Mitzvah on October 13th

  TOP

Tributes & Donations

 
 

Make Tributes & Donations ONLINE!

Donations to the PJC from...

Larry Kraftowitz & Amy Dunkin, in memory of the victims of the Tree of Life Massacre in Pittsburgh
Dan Mailick & Lydia Read, in memory of Norman Bloom
Leslie & Sybil Rosenberg, in memory of Norman Bloom -- "Job well done."

Donations to the Rabbi's Discretionary Fund from...

Adam & Maria Abeshouse, in memory of Jack Abeshouse
Cheryl Agris, in memory of George Agris
Evelyn Abeshouse, in memory of Jack Abeshouse
Barry & Jill Goldenberg, in honor of the upcoming wedding of Melissa & Brett
David Ploski & Elizabeth Tzetzo, in honor of Rabbi Alex Salzberg
Morris Stampfer, in honor of Rabbi Alex Salzberg

At any time, if you wish to pay by check, please make it payable to "The Pelham Jewish Center" and mail it to
our bookkeeping firm at: The Pelham Jewish Center, P.O. Box 418, Montvale, NJ 07645.

All donations to the Rabbi's Discretionary Fund, at any time throughout the year, should be made payable to
"The Pelham Jewish Center -- Rabbi's Discretionary Fund" and mailed directly to Julia Coss at the PJC
office.

Thank you!
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The Pelham Jewish Center
451 Esplanade 

Pelham Manor, NY 10803 
Phone: 914-738-6008 ~ Fax: 914-931-2199 
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