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A Message from the Rabbi

Those of us who are intimately familiar with the PJC know it to be a warm and 

welcoming place. We know that anyone who walks through our doors is greeted 

affectionately, whether it is on Shabbat or during the week. We go out of our way 

to help newcomers feel comfortable and at home here. We can see the effects of 

this culture in the continued dedication of the members of our community and the 

steady growth in membership that we enjoy.

In part, this aspect of our community is a reaction to the experiences that led to 

the founding of the PJC. We know what it is to be an outsider, to feel unwelcome in 

spaces that should be safe and feel like home. We know what it is to have our 

neighbors see us as less than them because of an essential piece of who we are. 

In response to this, we have built a community that goes out of its way to make 

everyone feel at home here. Those who were born Jewish, those who made the 

choice to become Jewish, and fellow travelers on our journey. Those who are familiar with Judaism or just 

starting to explore what our faith might mean to them.  

We know implicitly that we are a welcoming and safe space for LGBT individuals and their allies Nonetheless

Upcoming PJC

Activities & Events

 

June

 

13 -- Board Meeting/

7pm

 

14 -- Pride Shabbat Art

Project/5:30pm

 

14 -- Pride Shabbat

Kabbalat Shabbat/

6:30pm

 

15 -- Pride Shabbat

Service & Discussion/

9:30am

 

15 -- Women's Group/

1pm

 

23 -- Annual Meeting/

10am

 

 

July

 

11 -- Board Meeting/

7pm

 

 

August

 

8 -- Board Meeting/

7pm
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We know implicitly that we are a welcoming and safe space for LGBT individuals and their allies. Nonetheless, 

there is value in making the implicit explicit. It declares to those who might think that they have no place in the 

Jewish world that the PJC can be a home for them. It announces to the wider work that the PJC and our 

expression of Judaism does not side with the bigotry that is too often the loudest religious voice on LGBT issues. 

It also serves as a reminder to those of us on the inside that our community is diverse, that we don't know 

everyone's story, and that we must do the work to ensure that our community lives up to its highest standards 

and ideals. 

In light of this commitment to our values, the PJC will be celebrating its first Pride Shabbat on June 14th and 

15th. On Friday evening, prior to Shabbat and Kabbalat Shabbat services, Rebecca Schwarz will lead anyone 

who is interested in an art project to work through where an individual's LGBT identity aligns with their Jewish 

identity, and where there is distance between them. The results of this project will be displayed throughout 

Shabbat, and I hope that they will inspire conversation and reflection.

We will also be designating our single occupancy bathroom on the ground floor as an "inclusive restroom." It is 

our only bathroom that is handicapped accessible, the only bathroom with a changing table for babies, and the 

only bathroom large enough for a parent to easily help a young child. In practice, this bathroom has always 

been available to individuals who needed to use it instead of the larger Men's and Women's Restrooms. 

It would be easy to assume that a trans or gender non-conforming individual would assume that they are 

welcome to use this bathroom. However, bathrooms can be a particularly fraught issue for these members of 

our community, as we saw several years ago in political debates that sought to legislate which bathrooms 

individuals could use. It therefore behooves us to make explicit the fact that at the PJC, everyone is welcome to 

use the bathroom in which they feel most comfortable. 

On Shabbat morning, we will be joined by Nadav Shachmon, the Israeli Shaliach (emissary) to Westchester, and 

his husband Aylee Schneider. Nadav will share about his experiences and speak about how these issues of 

inclusion and identity are experienced in Israel. I look forward to welcoming him back to our community, to 

deepening our connection to Israel, and to learning from him on this important subject.

As I wrote at the beginning, this ethos of welcoming and inclusion is a part of everything that we do here at the 

PJC. It is a major factor in what has made our community as strong and as vibrant as it continues to be. Pride 

Shabbat is an opportunity to celebrate not only the LGBT people in our lives, but also ourselves and the 

diversity that gives us strength. 

Thank you, 

Rabbi Alex Salzberg 
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Education Director's Message

     On the first week of the month of June, the Jewish Calendar will be in the first 

week of the month of Sivan, when we celebrate the holiday of Shavuot. Shavuot is 

the holiday that celebrates reaping the first crops of the summer season. Like 

many other Jewish holidays, this holiday too has four different names: Chag 

Hashavuot - celebrating the counting of the  Omer during seven weeks between 

Passover and Shavuot, Chag haBikkurim - the holiday of the first fruits - Chag Ha 

Katzir - the holiday of harvest and Chag Matan Torah - the celebration for 

receiving the gift of Torah. Additionally, in our daily lives, this is the time of the 

year for many celebrations: graduation ceremonies, end of the year assemblies, 

giving us an opportunity to say thanks for all that we have accomplished this year 

together. 

 

Once again we find that Judaism helps us frame our life cycle events and offers us 

an opportunity to root our material world within the spirituality of our tradition. An opportunity to give thanks to 

G-d for the goodness that we shared together during this year. An opportunity to contemplate our  personal and 

collective "harvest", look down to earth, around to our families and community and reach out to G-d on high 

and acknowledge that this didn't happen by chance. It is certainly a time to give thanks and especially to 

comprehend that without our Torah, none of these realizations would make any sense. At this time of the year, 

let's stand together, hand in hand, and be grateful for all that we have. 

 

In Parashat Emor which we read a few weeks ago, we learn about the the celebration of our holidays, including 

a description of the Omer counting, Sefirat HaOmer, a mitzvah we perform from the second day of Pesach 

through Shavuot. The days of "counting the omer" act as the bridge between our annual reliving of the Exodus 

from Egypt (on Passover) and our annual reliving of the Giving of the Torah (on Shavuot). These are 49 days, 

which in Jewish Spirituality are seen as 49 steps each one of us counts towards our personal improvement.

Quick Links

Donate to the PJC

 

Find us on the Web

 

 2018-19 Calendar 

 

2018-19 Board of

Directors

  

 

https://thepjc.org/donate
http://www.thepjc.org/
https://thepjc.org/calendar/2018-07
https://www.thepjc.org/About_the_PJC/staff/Board_of_Directors


 

Here at the LC we have been carefully counting our "Omer". 

First, accounting for each and every one in our community 

who has given from their hearts, devoted time and attention 

for the betterment and development of the sacred work of 

Jewish education. Thank you to the PJC Board, for entrusting 

us with our most precious assets - the future of the 

community. Thank you LC parents for your support and 

cooperation along this year. Thank you LC faculty and staff for 

giving above and beyond in order to ensure that the Religious 

School students can learn at the best of their potential. And 

last but not least, thank you LC students for devoting your 

time and care to cultivate the precious seeds of Judaism in 

your hearts and minds. Although our Jewish learning journey 

doesn't end as the academic year comes to its conclusion, it is important to mark the end of a cycle, to take 

account of our blessings and achievements, reflect on our challenges and grapple with the vital questions that 

will propel us to restart our cycle with even more vigor and clarity. 

 

I would like to give a special recognition to our High School Seniors, whom I see as a bundle of fresh wheat, 

readily harvested and about to spread their kindness and knowledge as they embark in their next step in their 

journeys. As the bundles of wheat that were gathered by our ancestors in Israel at this time, may you continue 

to shine and bring much joy and fulfillment in all that you do. A special shout out to Zach Leonard, who 

volunteered as a madrich from 8th grade until his senior year, being a role model and a leader to our younger 

students. 

 

To the Rackley family, who will be moving to Florida, we would like to wish much success and good luck - 

b'hatzlachah in your new home. Your presence and friendship brought many blessings to our community and the 

seeds you have planted will continue to grow, as we keep our memories from our time together very close to 

our hearts.  Alu v'hatzlichu!  Always remember that the PJC is your home and that we are looking forward to 

hearing all about your new adventures in the world.  

 

With much gratitude to G-d and warm wishes of Chag Shavuot Sameach,

Ana

Education Director

 

Please click below to watch a presentation that captures this year at the LC!

PJC-The LC - A Year of Jewish Learning
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A Message from the PJC President

Until I became a Board member, I never cared to pay any attention to the finances of 

the PJC.  It's possible I might have muttered a complaint or three under my breath after 

receiving invoices for dues and Learning Center tuition, but that's about as far as it 

went.  And it's really only been in the time I've been President that I've involved myself 

in how the sausage (chicken, kosher) gets made in any significant way. Through this 

process, I've learned that the PJC needs to be better at communicating this information 

to you.  Every member should know where our funds go, whether they think they're 

interested or not.  Financials are important to all of us, not only because we need to 

keep ourselves afloat, but also because they're an expression of our priorities. 

This hit home when a member (and mentor) forwarded me an article about "Impact 

Giving," a model in which synagogue members contribute a sustaining contribution 

towards the operating budget of the synagogue and a second contribution towards a 

specific, existing area or program they want to support.  The article discussed Impact 

Giving in the context of younger members, but it sounded like a pretty good idea to me in general.  On further 

reflection, this probably would be impossible to implement here because of our size and because almost all of 

what we receive in dues and other contributions goes toward what I'd consider operating expenses.  Still, the 

concept that every member should have a voice in where their contribution goes is sound and worth pursuing. 

The proposed budget for the 2019-2020 fiscal year has been mailed to all members, and the annual 

membership meeting (June 23rd at 10:00 a.m.) is an opportunity for all of us to discuss the budget -- and our 

priorities -- for the next year and beyond.  In advance of the meeting, the latest PJC financial statement is 

available to all members on request.

If you're still not enthusiastic about finances (I can relate) come for the pancakes; the annual Salzberg Family

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1P5N4QzwS0KlPmpJ17pBcq5gL2W5ctxK4TV4Ueilsxvg/edit?usp=sharing


If you re still not enthusiastic about finances (I can relate), come for the pancakes; the annual Salzberg Family 

Pancake Festival/Smoke Alarm Test also happens to be taking place that very day and time.  See you there.

 

Michael Dvorkin

PJC President
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A Message from the PJC Board

Did you know that members of the Pelham Jewish Center are invited to attend the monthly Board meetings?

Board meeting dates appear on the PJC website calendar.

 

PJC Programming Chair Mimi Steinberg discusses her role ...

 

I have been pleased and honored to be programming chair for the PJC for the past three years. For me and 

most congregants, the Pelham Jewish Center is not just a place of worship, but another home for members to 

celebrate holidays and simchas. Being a small congregation has its advantages. Primarily, our events are more 

intimate and special because we are like an extended family.

My goal was to create more events for the wider PJC community and not just the young families. I believe all 

types of families, individuals, and ages should come together more often, and not just on Shabbat or the high 

holidays. I changed our signature Hooked on Havdalah meant for Learning Center families to include the entire 

congregation. The past few years I have seen an older generation enjoy the Israeli jazz, wine and dessert with 

younger and new families. Also, our celebration of Israel's independence - Yom Haatzmaut - became another 

event for the entire PJC. Chef Miri (Moroccan/Israeli) cooked up delicious Israeli dishes and Roger Krulak and 

Dan Mailick chose fabulous Israeli wines to sip. I beamed watching older congregants watching the students 

from the Learning Center play and dance to Israeli music.

Our events and memories at the PJC can be as deep and spiritual as attending services, but the combination of 

them all makes our PJC experience that much more fulfilling. I had a vision and plan for programming and glad 

it appealed to many. As Theodor Herzl famously said, "If you will it, it is no dream."

Thank you, 

Mimi Steinberg
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A Message from Hakol Editor Lisa Yelsey

Hi PJC! 

 

Thanks for reading the last edition of Hakol before the summer hiatus, and my last edition of Hakol as editor. 

 

Over the past two years, I've loved being able to feel involved in and stay in touch with the wonderful PJC

community through Hakol. In October 2018, I moved to Boulder, Colorado for a new job. As a lifelong New

Yorker, it's been an experience of establishing new community (especially Jewish community) and rebuilding my

world. It's been wonderful to stay in-the-know on PJC happenings and the incredible people there, from a

production of "Fiddler of the Roof" to the community's welcoming Matan Knox Salzberg. 

 

As I pass the torch to Barbara Saunders-Adams in September, I'm excited to enjoy reading about the great

things happening every month at the PJC. 

 

Thank you to everyone for their help on Hakol over the past 2 years, especially Rabbi Salzberg, Ana Turkienicz,

Jacqueline Stein, Leah Leonard, Michael Dvorkin, Jill Goldenberg, Julia Coss, and Barbara Saunders-Adams, and

everyone on the PJC board. 

 

Thanks to the whole community for keeping the PJC the vibrant, welcoming place I've always known it as. 

 

Best, 

Lisa Yelsey 

 



Only an hour from my new home! 
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PJC Book Notes: June 2019

My Country, My Life Fighting for Israel, Searching for Peace

By Ehud Barak

Honest, insightful and lucid, Ehud Barak's memoir should be read by anyone who wants a behind the scenes 

view of the major events and personalities in Israel's history. Born in British-ruled Palestine, Ehud Barak's life 

parallels Israel's birth through its maturity.

Ehud's penchant for planning and examining all options before deciding on a course of action brought him 

success as a soldier, military leader and statesman. Barak was raised on kibbutz Mishmar HaShomer and 

instilled with a deep sense of the importance of Israel to Jewish survival.

Barak rose from Israel's Special Forces to Commander of Armed Forces. As an expert on war, Ehud Barak 

believes the only way for Israel to live in peace is a two-state solution. To that end, as Israel's Prime Minister, 

Ehud Barak pressed hard to implement the Oslo accord with President Clinton and an elite Israeli negotiating 

team. To his great disappointment, Barak discovered that PLO leader Yasir Arafat had no intention of bringing 

proposals to the negotiating table. This was Ehud Barak's most bitter defeat. With refreshing honesty, Barak lays 

out the painful road to Oslo's end. His observations of all who played a part in this debacle, as well as his 

comments on current Israeli politics are enlightening. Barak's warnings that Israel may lose its founding status 

as both a Jewish and democratic state should be heeded.

Although I'm usually a fiction reader, I couldn't put this book down.

Thank you, 

Barbara Saunders-Adams
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Share a Simcha!



 

"Share a Simcha" allows congregants to share their news with our

PJC community. Please submit news about family members --

engagements, births, job updates, kid achievements, community

acknowledgements and any other milestones to Jacqui Stein.  This

will continue to be a regular Hakol  feature, so keep your news and

    updates coming!

 

Mazel Tov to Elanor Schoomer and Ben Smyser on the birth of their daughter.  Congratulations to the

entire extended family!

Mazel Tov to the Rackley family on the occasion of Emily's bat mitzvah.  

 

TOP

Tributes & Donations

 

  

 

Make Tributes & Donations ONLINE!

 

Donations to the PJC from...

Barry Erner & Melissa Dreyfus-Erner, in honor of the birth of Matan Knox Salzberg

Donations to the Rabbi's Discretionary Fund from...

Eleanor Einzig, in memory of the Yahrzeit of Isidore Zipser

Robert Kahn & Andrea DeRose Kahn, in memory of the Yahrzeit of Sam Cooper

Robert Kahn & Andrea DeRose Kahn, in memory of the Yahrzeit of Charlotte Kahn

Robert Kahn & Andrea DeRose Kahn, in memory of the Yahrzeit of Emanuel Kahn

Shelley Nathan, in honor of Emily Rackley's Bat Mitzvah and with appreciation to the PJC Community

Christopher & Jessica Winquist, with thanks to Rabbi Salzberg and the PJC for the support given to their

family for Hazel's Baby Naming Ceremony and Celebration

 

At any time, if you wish to pay by check, please make it payable to "The Pelham Jewish Center" and mail it

to our bookkeeping firm at: The Pelham Jewish Center, P.O. Box 418, Montvale, NJ 07645.

 

All donations to the Rabbi's Discretionary Fund, at any time throughout the year, should be made payable to

"The Pelham Jewish Center -- Rabbi's Discretionary Fund" and mailed directly to Julia Coss at the PJC

office.

 

 

Thank you!
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 The Pelham Jewish Center

451 Esplanade 

Pelham Manor, NY 10803 

Phone: 914-738-6008 ~ Fax: 914-931-2199 

Email: office@thepjc.org ~ Web: www.thepjc.org

mailto:jacquidana@aol.com
https://www.thepjc.org/donate
http://www.thepjc.org/

