
 
 

HOW TO RECORD YOUR HIGH HOLIDAYS VIDEO 
Using your iPhone or Android 

 
First of all, thank you so much for participating in our High Holidays recordings. You are helping to make our 
community’s High Holidays meaningful and engaging in these pandemic times. So, here are some recommendations 
on how to record your video. 
 
 

1. Use a tripod and a microphone:  For the video to look good and sound good, you need a steady image and clean 
audio. So please don’t do it handheld. Regarding audio, your phone’s microphone is built to be very wide to 
capture as much audio as possible, but that makes for a lot of echo and lower audio quality. So, using an external 
microphone will improve the audio at least 50% if not more. Below you have two links to help you buy these 
items, if you don’t have it. It is not expensive and you can get it in a couple of days from Amazon. 

 
 

 

                           
 

2. Shoot horizontally:  Please do not shoot with your phone in the vertical position. Do it horizontally, as the High 
Holidays video will be edited  in 16:9 proportions, that is, horizontally. 

 
3. Find a Quiet Place:  It is very important to record your video in a quiet place, that has no background noise like 

other people talking, dogs, children, etc. 

 

• Smartphone tripod 
• Lapel Microphone 
• If you have an iPhone, you’ll need a “Lightning to 

Headphone Jack” adapter, which is the small 
white cable you got when you bought your 
iPhone. If you don’t have it anymore, you can buy 
it here: 
Lightning to Headphone Jack 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Selfie-Extendable-Detachable-Wireless-Remote/dp/B082YQTQPC/ref=sr_1_20
https://www.amazon.com/PoP-voice-Professional-Microphone-Omnidirectional/dp/B016C4ZG74/ref=sr_1_7
https://www.apple.com/shop/product/MMX62AM/A/lightning-to-35-mm-headphone-jack-adapter


 

4. Choose a Well-Lit Location:  The location you choose needs to have adequate lighting.  It is better if you can 
find someplace where the light source is directly in front of you.  If not in front of you, side lighting could work.  
But definitely not from behind and not from directly above you. A great light source is the sun, but never be in 
direct sunlight.  Indirect sunlight from a window provides great lighting, but make sure you are not too close to 
the window. Being at least 4 feet from the window should work.  It is better if the light on you os soft rather 
than harsh, as in the example below 

 

Also avoid an extremely bright background as your phone will most likely underexpose you. 

 

5. Camera Position:  Now that you have found a quiet, well-lit location, we need you to position your smartphone.  
Your phone should be positioned at your eye level. If you have a desk or table in front of you, raise the tripod 
to your eye level by pulling the mount up. It extends easily. You can also put the tripod in a steady chair in front 
of you. 

6. Framing:  Make sure that you are framed in the center of the frame horizontally. As for the height, you don’t 
want to cut the top of your head or have too much space above your head 

    
7. Camera Settings:  Go to Settings - Camera - Record Video. Set to highest quality available, with the largest 

number of fps (frames per second) DO NOT Zoom in 

8. Background:  The last thing we need you to adjust is the framing so that we have a nice looking background.  
Now hopefully you have found a location that doesn’t have you right up against a blank wall.  The more space 
between you and the background the better. Also, try to choose a background that is visually interesting. As a 



 

test, select a photo or video app on your phone.  Set it to selfie mode and take notice of what is directly behind 
you in the shot.  By simply rotating the tripod a few inches to the right or left can make a huge difference.  So, 
take a few minutes to frame the shot in a way that minimizes anything you find distracting behind you. 

9. Tidy up: Take a few minutes to tidy the background.  This could be either taking elements away like a garbage 
can or adding something like a potted plant to make the background as appealing as possible. The goal is to 
have a background that doesn’t look messy. 

10. Attire:  Dress like you would when you go to the synagogue in the High Holidays 
 
 
Assembling Your Shooting Equipment 

1. Open the legs of the tripod and pull the telescopic arm up as needed.  

2. Insert your phone into the mount with your phone oriented horizontally.  The easiest way to do this is to push 
the top of the mount with your phone, so the mount opens up and you can insert the lower part of the phone. 

3. Connect the microphone cable to the phone jack of your smartphone. (If you have an iPhone, first connect your 
iPhone lightning adapter.  Insert the adapter first and then connect the microphone.) 

4. Slip the microphone under your shirt (so the cable is not visible) and bring it up to the base of your neck. Attach 
the clip to your shirt so that the microphone is pointing towards your head 

 
Sending your video 
We need the videos in their original best quality, so please do not send it via WhatsApp or email ( it will probably 
be too large for an email). The best way is for you to transfer the video you shot to your computer and then send. 
The easiest (and free) way to send your video is through WeTransfer. You can send up to 2GB for free. Please send 
your videos to: necoturk@gmail.com 
 
If you have an Android and don’t know how to transfer your video to your computer, here’s a link that explains how 
to do that: 
https://support.google.com/android/answer/9064445?hl=en 
 
If you have an iPhone, here’s how to transfer your videos: 
 
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT201302 
 
 
That’s it. Please record and send your video no later than August 28th. 
 
Thank you again! 
 

Neco Turkienicz 
 
 


