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Rabbi's Message

Last Shabbat marked the first time in
58 weeks that we gathered for Shabbat
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morning services at the PJC. Our
community has been strong and vibrant
during this time, gathering virtually for
services, socializing, and learning. We
have taken care of each other and
ourselves. Nonetheless, I have missed
the connection that can only come from
sharing a physical space with the other
members of our community in prayer. I
am sure that many of you feel
similarly. 

This is why I am so pleased to share that we are opening our sanctuary for
Shabbat morning services. Services will begin at 10:00 a.m. and will follow the
structure that we have been using in recent months. Kabbalat Shabbat
services on Friday nights will continue exclusively on Zoom.

While many of us are vaccinated, others are not. The return to in-person
gatherings is an emotional moment, full of relief and excitement on one hand,
and anxiety and fear on the other. It is entirely possible to feel all of these
emotions at the same time. This transition is and will continue to be a process,
I expect that our policies and practices will evolve as we learn what works and
what does not.

In Pirkei Avot, Hillel famously taught, רּוּבִּצַה ןִמ  ׁשֹרְפִּת  לַא   – Do not separate
yourself from the community. This must work in both directions. Each of us
must be sure to maintain our connection with the community, and the
community must be sure to make space for every member to participate. This
is why we have structured our hybrid Shabbat morning service in the way that
we have. It is unthinkable that some of our community would be willing to move
forward in communal prayer in a way that would exclude other members.
Those who participate on Zoom must be full participants in the service.

Those of us who will be in the PJC sanctuary will be able to see and hear
everyone at home. Those who attend from home will be counted in our minyan,
able to recite Kaddish and lead prayers as has been our practice for the past
year.

For those who do choose to attend in person, please note the following
policies:

· You must be fully vaccinated. This means 2 weeks have elapsed following the
final dose of the vaccine.



·  You must wear a mask the entire time that you are inside the PJC.
·   If you are not feeling well, you must stay home.

Many communities have implemented procedures to verify that those who
attend services are vaccinated, to collect registrations, and to enforce policies.
We are consciously choosing not to do so, because the PJC is a tight-knit,
sacred community. We trust that everyone will follow these guidelines and not
do anything that would put another member of our community at risk. This trust
and communal concern are what has sustained us through this dark time, and
to disregard it now would be an insult to who we are.

In just over four weeks, we will celebrate Shavuot, the anniversary of the giving
of the Torah. Our tradition teaches us that everyone was present for that
moment of revelation, those who were physically present and those who were
there “virtually”, having not yet been born. In moments of profound spiritual
connection, we are all a part of the community, wherever we stand. I hope that
you will stand with me next Shabbat.

AlexAlex

Education Director's Message

“With trust in Almighty G-d we set our hand
to this Declaration,

at this Session of the Provisional State Council,
in the city of Tel Aviv, on this Sabbath eve,
the fifth of Iyar, 5708, the fourteenth day of

May, 1948”
Israel’s Scroll of Independence

Growing up in Brazil, I belonged to the “Habonim-Dror'' Zionist Youth
Movement. We were steeped into learning about Israel’s history, while
envisioning its future. I remember how deeply moved I was when I first read
the text of Israel’s Scroll of Independence, Megilat Haatzmaut. These were the
exact words David Ben-Gurion, the first prime-minister of Israel, recited epically
at the time of the Proclamation of Israel’s Independence, on May 14, 1948 -
the 5th of Iyar, 5708, in the Jewish Calendar. That was the first Yom
Ha’Atzmaut, Independence Day, which was later added to the Jewish
Calendar. This year, only 73 years later, the 5 th of Iyar coincides with Saturday,
April 17. Since it falls on Shabbat, it will be celebrated around the Jewish world
on Thursday, April 15. 



In my wonderings for ways to celebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut with the Learning
Center, my (friend) the Youtube algorithm brought me The Maccabeats’
rendering of Megillat Ha’Atzmaut into song. Listening to their video and
watching the background images from the birth of the State, I found myself
reconnected with what I felt when I first made aliyah (moved to Israel). Young
and idealistic, I craved to see how the words inscribed on that scroll would
become reality as I integrated into Israel’s society and built my new home in
the country. Steadily, I came to the realization that the reality I was living in
was far apart from the words in that historic text. 

As a young teenager, when I read the words, “THE STATE OF ISRAEL will be
open to the immigration of Jews from all countries of their dispersion; will
promote the development of the country for the benefit of all its inhabitants; will
be based on the precepts of liberty, justice and peace taught by the Hebrew
Prophets; will uphold the full social and political equality of all its citizens,
without distinction of race, creed or sex; will guarantee full freedom of
conscience, worship, education and culture; will safeguard the sanctity and
inviolability of the shrines and Holy Places of all religions; and will dedicate
itself to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations” , I imagined an
utopian country, one in which Jews and non-Jews, all Israeli citizens, will be
sitting side by side in public schools, creating and working together and
learning about each other’s traditions. I wanted to be a teacher in Israel and
participate in the building of this utopian place. Quickly, I found out that was
not quite yet real in Israel. In my acclimation to my new country, a more
realistic image started to take form in my mind; I realized how the words in the
Declaration of Independence reflected the vision of the founding fathers. That
vision clashed with reality, and similarly to the American Declaration of
Independence and the US Constitution, Israel’s establishment is a work in
progress. It is a strenuous, complicated, painful, conflicted and arduous work of
keeping in mind the vision while also reshaping it to address the complex
questions of the times. A young country, with countless challenges and a
defiant will to bring a vision alive. A country that I loved even before stepping
foot on, and the one that still moves me, everyday. When we love something
so deeply, we celebrate its successes and mourn its losses. We cheer it each
time the vision seems to be closer and are saddened when it seems to be
moving farther away. 

Israel spent the past two years trying to build a new government, going
through four parliamentary elections. As of the time I write these lines, it has
yet to craft a new parliamentary coalition to form a government. Meanwhile, it
has also reached herd immunity against COVID-19, not a small feat by any
measures. And here we go again, with reasons to cheer and reasons to be

https://youtu.be/J6UcozPpJvs


saddened. Like a beloved friend or partner, we will not cease to love it, and will
continue to follow its every move. We’ll cheer when deserved while showing
our frustration when the dream becomes distant again. 

As an optimist, I look for seeds of hope in the transformations brought by
Israel’s challenges. I see how grassroot movements, innovative ideas, and
creative collaborations start to bring in change where old ideas didn’t work.

As the young teenager who became enamored with an utopian idea on a
scroll, I continue to seek its reflection in reality. Though I sometimes can only
see its sparks, I trust the young generation of people living in Israel, Jews and
non-Jews, to continue to work towards a shared future where dreams can
come true. And as for us, living in the Diaspora, we’ll continue to turn our gaze
towards the East when we pray in our Sanctuary, and ask G-d to spread its
shield of peace over Jerusalem, over all the people of Israel and over the
whole world.  

Happy Yom Ha’atzmaut

AnaAna

The Learning Center prepares for Yom Ha'atzmaut

Lag B'Omer Family Engagement
Once a month, our Learning Center
Families come together to celebrate and
experience a Jewish Holiday authentically.
On Sunday. April 18, we celebrated Yom
Ha'atzmaut and Lag B'Omer together at the
Greenburgh Nature Center.
We learned the traditions of the Lenape,
the Native Americans who lived in our
area, and compared them to some of the
things the Bar-Kochba fighters needed to



do while fighting the Romans two thousand
years ago in Israel - such as using fire to
send smoke messages or cooking food
with a bonfire. Parents and children
enjoyed delicious s'mores by the bonfire
while our very own Jack Klebanow played
Yom Ha'atzmaut songs to transport us to
the sounds and atmosphere of Yom
Ha'atzmaut in Israel - two holidays
combined in one memorable experience!

President's Message

Dear Fellow Congregants,

As you know, this has been an eventful month for the PJC. Through the hard
work of the Search Committee, we have selected Rabbi Ben Resnick who will
bring new leadership, ideas and a wealth of Jewish knowledge to our
community. I encourage all to take the opportunity when he comes to engage
him with openness. I am sure this will enrich our experience at the PJC.

We have also achieved another milestone. The Shabbat morning service has
returned to our Sanctuary with the first service led by Rabbi Salzberg. We had
more than a minyan in attendance and good Zoom participation as well. This
may be the future with both in – person and remote attendance. 

With only Shavuot on the horizon, the PJC will quiet down for the summer. The
LC will be out and the quiet months of June, July and August will slip by.
Suddenly with September’s arrival – boom, there is Rosh Hashanah and the
rapid cycle of Jewish holidays begins. It is my intention to take advantage of
this time with Rabbi Resnick to plan and to improve our programs to meet the
challenge of the New Year.

We are also planning a farewell for Rabbi Alex Salzberg to show our
appreciation for all the work he has done for our community and wish him,
Clara and their children great future success and fulfillment. 

DavidDavid

A Message from the Editor of Hakol
Dear Friends,



It's been a long, roller coaster ride and I'm glad
the Rabbinic Search has concluded. The Search
Committee, lead by Darren Lee, went above and
beyond to find Rabbi Benjamin Resnick who will
lead us beginning in July.

Parting from Rabbi Salzberg and Clara is
difficult. But as Rabbi Salzberg said to me, "If
there is one thing I've learned over the course of
this pandemic year, it's that you don't need to be
physically close to keep up a relationship". This

reassurance makes it easier for me to wish the Salzbergs well as they begin a
new chapter in their lives. This knowledge also allows me to welcome the
Resnick family with an open heart.

I am grateful for all Rabbi Salzberg's and the PJC lay leader's efforts to keep
our community together during the COVID pandemic. The rich, participatory
services have kept our spirits up and enabled us to continue our PJC
friendships. The many Zoom activities have kept us busy and engaged.

We have much to be thankful for.

BarbaraBarbara

April Book Notes

The Orchard
Yochi Brandes

Yochi Brandes’ book, The Orchard, takes you back
in time to the end of the first century C.E. after the
destruction of the second Temple. It is a time in
which the Jewish Sages of the Sanhedrin lived and
ruled over the Jewish people. You may recognize
some of the names from the Haggadah – Rabbi
Akiva, Rabbi Tarfon, Rabbi Eliezer, Rabban
Gamaliel and Rabbi Joshua.



It was a time of turmoil in Judea. the Israelites were split into sects – the
Pharisees (Rabbinic Judaism), the Sadducces (Priestly Judaism), and the
Nazarenes, (forerunners of Christianity). It is also the beginning of fixed prayer
services in which Jews prayed in community rather than alone. In addition, it is
the time of the creation of the Passover Seder and Haggadah text.

The story is told through the eyes of Rachel, the learned and beautiful
daughter of the richest man in Judea. She broke her betrothal to the
handsome Sage, Rabbi Ishmael, to marry the bald, illiterate son of converts,
Akiva -- after she is privy to his disputation of a will which was worthy of a
Torah scholar. Rachel believes Akiva will do amazing things after studying at
one of the great Yeshivas. Akiva would rather contemplate God in a cave with
water and light streaming down. He follows Rachel's wishes, but vows not to
return to her until he becomes Rabbi Akiva. This leaves Rachel and her
children alone and impoverished for fourteen years. She becomes an agunah,
unable to remarry as long as Akiva is alive.

Rabbi Akiva is noted for introducing midrash, interpretation of Torah through
stories which fill in the blanks where the Torah is silent. Midrash enables the
Rabbis to keep Torah relevant, fresh and vibrant. Akiva's midrashim drew
crowds of followers.

Rachel sees the Sages as brilliant but flawed individuals prone to jealousy,
competition, and self-aggrandizement. The Orchard is a historical novel until
the Sages reach the Orchard, a place where mysticism and magic intertwine,
leading to a prophecy of destruction and death.

The juxtaposition of the lives of the Sages wives, the birth of Christianity and
origins of the long-lived hatred of the Jewish people make The Orchard a book
worth reading. And, moreover, The Orchard is an engrossing story.

According to the renowned Israeli author A.B. Yehoshua, "Yochi Brandes
takes Rabbi Akiva out of the world of history books and places him into the
realm of the familiar in this Israeli classic."

BarbaraBarbara

PJC Library Acquisitions

Here is a listing of new and noteworthy titles



in the PJC Library:

Fiction
The Tunnel - A.B. Yehoshua

How to Make a Life - Florence Reiss Kraut
One Night With Lilith - Martin Golan

Non-Fiction
I Never Thought I'd Taste This Again - Mercedes Castiel

My Country, My Life - Ehud Barak
Letters From Cuba - Ruth Behar

Spies of No Country - Matti Friedman
The Bible with Revealed Sources - R.L. Friedman

Morality: Restoring the Common Good in Divided Times
- Rabbi Jonathan Sacks

A State At Any Cost - Tom Segev

To make an appointment to visit the PJC Library, Contact Barbara Saunders-Adams.
madamadam1955@gmail.com

Food for Thought
A Song for Yom Ha'atzmaut

I HAVE NO OTHER COUNTRY
I have no other country

even if my land is aflame
Just a word in Hebrew

pierces my veins and my soul -
With a painful body, with a hungry heart,

Here is my home.

I will not stay silent
because my country changed her face

I will not give up reminding her
And sing in her ears

until she will open her eyes

I have no other country
even if my land is aflame

Just a word in Hebrew
pierces my veins and my soul -



With a painful body, with a hungry heart,
Here is my home.

I won't be silent because my country
has changed her face.

I will not give up reminding her
And sing in her ears

until she will open her eyes

I have no other country
until she will renew her glorious days

Until she will open her eyes

I have no other country
even if my land is aflame

Just a word in Hebrew
pierces my veins and my soul -

With a painful body, with a hungry heart,
Here is my home.

With a painful body, with a hungry heart,
Here is my home.

-- Ehud Manor, 1982

Share a Simcha

"Share a Simcha" allows congregants to share their news with our PJC community.
Please submit news about family members -- engagements, births, job updates, kid
achievements, community acknowledgements and any other milestones -- to our
Communications Director, Barbara Saunders-Adams.

Mazel Tov to Joel Peck, on the occasion of his Birthday.
Mazel Tov to Liz Tzetzo & David Ploski on their 22 Wedding Anniversary.
Mazel Tov to the 2021 PJC Rabbinic Search Committee for their tireless efforts
on our behalf.
B'ruchim HaBaim (Welcome) to Rabbi Benjamin Resnick & family

Simcha is a regular HaKol feature, so keep your news and updates coming!



Tributes & Donations

Did you know you can make tributes and donations online? Click here to learn more.

Donations to the PJC from...

Martin Dvorkin, in honor of Rabbi Alex Salzberg
Robert & Sandra Goldman, in memory of Adam Abeshouse's cousin, Gabrielle
Basser
David & Jeanne Radvany, in support of the Midnight Run Social Action Project
Barbara Saunders-Adams & Sam Adams, in memory of Kate Lauzar's father,
Robert Alfred
Barbara Saunders-Adams & Sam Adams, in memory of Dan Rubock's father,
Samuel Rubock
Judy Shampanier & Michael Bowen, in memory of Jerry Levy's father, Harold Levy
Judy Shampanier & Michael Bowen, in memory of Glyn Morgan's mother, Edith
Morgan

Donations to the Rosenberg Torah Fund from...

The Schulman family -- Jeremy, Sari, Daviel & Mira -- dedicate Joseph's Revealing
Himself to His Brothers to the spirit of the PJC Players. Like Joseph, we mask
ourselves as actors so as to bare our souls before an audience to achieve rewards
of unity and kinship beyond our wildest dreams.

Donations to the Rabbi's Discretionary Fund from...

Leah & John Leonard, in support of this year's Maot Hittin Fund
Daniel Perkis & Eleanor Einzig, in memory of Ellie's parents, Isidore & Charlotte
Zipser
Barbara Saunders-Adams & Sam Adams, in support of this year's Maot Hittin Fund

At any time, if you wish to pay by check, please make it payable to " The Pelham Jewish
Center" and mail it to our bookkeeping firm at: The Pelham Jewish Center, P.O. Box 418,
Montvale, NJ 07645.

All donations to the Rabbi's Discretionary Fund, at any time throughout the year, should
be made payable to "The Pelham Jewish Center -- Rabbi's Discretionary Fund " and
mailed directly to Julia Coss at the PJC office. Thank you!

https://www.thepjc.org/form/donate.html
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