Rosh Hashanah Akedah Discussion Texts

Pirkei d'Rabbi Eliezer chpt 31+

When Abraham returned from Mt. Moriah, Sameal was
furious that he had not fulfilled his lust to avert Abra-
ham's sacrifice. What did he do? He went and said to
Sarah: "Ah Sarah, have you not heard what is happening
in the world?" She replied "No." He said: "Abraham
took Yitzhak his son, and slaughtered him and offered
him as a burt offering on the altar." Immediately, she be-
gan to cry and wail three sobs corresponding to the three
Teki'ah notes of the Shofar, and she wailed three times,
corresponding to the three staccato sounds of the Shofar.
Then, her soul flew out and she died. Abraham came
and found that she had died. From where did he come?
From Mt. Moriah. As it is said: AND ABRAHAM
CAME TO MOURN SARAH AND BEWAIL HER.
(Gen. 23:2)
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Midrash Tanhumah vaYera 23+

Just at the moment when Abraham sent forth his hand to
take the knife [to slaughter Yitzhak], a heavenly voice
came forth and said to him from the heavens: "Do not
stretch out your hand against the boy." If it were not for
that, he would already have been slaughtered.

At the same moment, the Accuser (haSatan) went to
Sarah and met her in the guise of Yitzzhak. When she saw
him she said, "My son, what has your father done to
you?" He answered, "My father took me and led me up
mountains and down valleys, until he took me to one
mountaintop and built an altar and laid it out, and
arranged the wood, and bound me on top of the altar, and
took the knife to slaughter me. If it had not been that
God told him, 'Do not stretch out your hand against the
boy,' I should already have been slaughtered." Satan had
not finished speaking and Sarah's soul went out [she
died]. Thus it is written: AND ABRAHAM CAME TO
MOURN SARAH AND BEWAIL HER. (Gen. 23:2)
From where did he come? From Mt. Moriah.
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* Midrashim cited in Vertigo: Residue of the Akedah in The Beginning of Desire: Reflections on Genesis by

Dr. Avivah Zornberg




