
Lashon haRah (literally "Evil Tongue") in the Digital Age  לשון הרע

1) 
Every kind of trafficking in evil report or rumors—whether true or not—by carrying them from
one person to another, or by relating unpleasant or harmful facts about another, is forbidden.

- Encyclopedia of Jewish Religion

2) 
The School of R. Ishmael taught: Whoever speaks slander increases his sins even up to [the de-
gree of] the three [cardinal] sins: idolatry, incest, and the shedding of blood. … In the West
[Palestine] they say: [Evil] talk about a third [person] kills three people: the one who tells [the
slander], the one who accepts it, and the one about whom it is told.   - Talmud Bavli Arachin 15b

3) 
The gossiper stands in Syria and kills in Rome. 

- Jerusalem Talmud Peah 1;1

4)
There is a certain spirit appointed over all these speakers of lashon hara, which, when people
are aroused to lashon hara, there is likewise aroused that malevolent, unclean spirit above,
which is called Contention. Presiding over that arousal of lashon hara initiated by people, it ris-
es on high and causes — by that arousal of lashon hara — death, sword, and slaughter in the
world. Woe unto those who arouse this malevolent force by not guarding their mouth and their
tongue, giving no thought to it.                                                                     - Zohar Pekudei 264b

5)
"behind someone's back"  

Definition: Out of one's presence or without someone's knowledge, as in "Joan has a nasty
way of maligning her friends behind their backs." Sir Thomas Malory used this metaphoric
term in Le Morte d'Arthur (c. 1470): “To say of me wrong or shame behind my back.” 

- Dictionary.com
Synonyms: behind closed doors, by stealth, clandestinely, confidentially, covertly, furtively,
hush-hush, in camera, in confidence, in holes and corners, in secret, in strict confidence, insi-
diously, intimately, obscurely, on the QT, on the quiet, on the sly, personally, privately, privily,
quietly, slyly, stealthily, sub rosa, surreptitiously, under the table, underhandedly, unobserved
Antonyms: openly, publicly                                                                               - Thesaurus.com



6) 
Facelessness is not a trend; it is a social phase we are entering that we have not yet figured out
how to navigate. As exchange and communication [are done electronically], the flight back to
the face takes on new urgency. Google recently reported that on Android alone, which has more
than a billion active users, people take 93 million selfies a day. The selfie has become not a sin-
gle act but a continuous process of self-portraiture. On the phones that are so much of our lives,
no individual self-image is adequate; instead a rapid progression of self-images mimics the
changeability and the variety of real human presence.

- "The Epidemic of Facelessness" by Stephen Marche New York Times, Feb. 14, 2015

7)
On Face-to-Face Philosophy created by Emmanuel Levinas
The face, in its nudity and defenselessness, signifies: “Do not kill me.” This defenseless nudity 
is therefore a passive resistance to the desire that is my freedom. Any exemplification of the 
face's expression, moreover, carries with it this combination of resistance and defenselessness: 
Levinas speaks of the face of the other who is “widow, orphan, or stranger.

 - "Emmanuel Levinas", Bergo, Bettina.  Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy.

8)
the Shaym Hameforash, the awesome Name of God, the four letter Name (י-ה-ו-ה) of yod hey
vav and hey, itself actually hints at the letter aleph .א For the letter aleph itself is constructed of
two letter yods [which are the tenth letter of the alphabet] joined with the letter vav [the sixth
letter] joining them in the middle. This makes a total of twenty-six. The four letter Name of
God, yod (10) hey (5) vav (6) and hey (5), [also] totals twenty-six! This, in turn, hints at the
face of a human being. The two eyes resemble two letter yods and a nose between them looks
like a letter vav! In other words, on every human face there is a letter aleph! And just this is the
meaning of Genesis 1:27, IN THE IMAGE OF GOD, HE CREATED HIM [ADAM]. And this
facial aleph, engraved on every person, has the same numerical equivalent, twenty-six, as God’s
most awesome name, yod, hey, vav and hey! 

- The Way into Jewish Mystical Tradition by Lawrence Kushner


