
An afternoon of 

Celebration and Appreciation

Honoring

Rabbi Robert Pilavin
on the occasion of his retirement 

Sunday, June 26, 2022

11 AM to 3 PM



TODAH RABAH

-For 19 years of spiritual leadership

- For having your door open at all times 

and to anyone

- For a sympathetic ear to anyone 

with any issue

- For availability 24/7 in joyful and 

sad occasions

- For never demanding from others 

from yourselfmore than 

- Better yet, see Psalm 15

For these and many more

Thank you,

Rafi and Miriam Mishan



Program

Welcome...............................................Vic Schioppo

Invocation....................................Rabbi Ken Brodkin

Star Spangled Banner and Hatikvah.......Vic Schioppo

President’s Message................................Steven Kass

Brunch..............................................Orchid Caterers

Presentation to Maxine Pilavin................Nancy Berger

Speakers For Rabbi Pilavin..................Maurice Zagha

.................Channah, Sara, Moshe and Maxine Pilavin            

Proclamation............................Susan Cohen, Mayor, 

                                                   

Presentation to Rabbi Pilavin...................Steven Kass

Presentation to Rabbi Pilavin..............Past Presidents:

....................D

Manalapan Township

Photo Montage during Dessert...............Alan Brooker

Musical Accompaniment.......................Brad Mandigo

Viennese Dessert table......................Orchid Caterers

Closing remarks......................................Steven Kass

                                                         

avid Binder, Jerry Enis, Mike Lebowitz,  

..Jeff Lejfer, Jay Lillianthal, Steve Litwok, ..................

............................................Ray Solk, Maurice Zagha



     A native of Boston, Rabbi Robert S. Pilavin is a 

1978 graduate of Brandeis University where he 

majored in Near Eastern and Judaic Studies.  His 

initial rabbinical ordination was from the Jewish 

Theological Seminary of America (1984), where he 

also pursued doctoral studies in Jewish Liturgy.  

     

Rabbi Pilavin received a traditional semichah 

(rabbinic ordination) from the Institute of Traditional 

Judaism (Teaneck, NJ) in 2004.  This degree was 

conferred upon him by the world renowned Talmudic 

scholar Rabbi David Weiss Halivni.  In 2007, Rabbi 

Pilavin was awarded a Certificate in Fundraising from 

New York University. 

     Rabbi Pilavin began his career as an associate 

rabbi in Temple Beth-El in Poughkeepsie, NY 

(1984-86). He then assumed the pulpit of the Fresh 

Meadows Jewish Center in Queens (1986-87) before 

serving the Jewish Community Center of Spring 

Valley, NY (1987-2003). During those years he taught 

at the Mid-Hudson Hebrew Day School (Poughkeepsie, 

NY), the Brandeis School (Lawrence, NY) and the 

Reuben Gittelman Hebrew Day School (New City, NY). 

     

From 1970-1983 the Rabbi spent many 

transformative summers at Camp Yavneh, the 

Hebrew-speaking camp and summer school of the 

Boston Hebrew College.  

     

A Bit About The Rabbi



(cont’d)

He served on the boards of the Jewish Federation of 

Rockland County, the Rockland Institute for Special 

Education (Yeshivat Ohr V'Daas), and the Union for  

Traditional Judaism.  He served on the Editorial Board 

of the Rockland Jewish Reporter and as past president 

of the Rockland Board of Rabbis. He is immediate past 

president of Morashah, the rabbinic arm of the Union 

for Traditional Judaism.  

     For several years, Rabbi Pilavin conducted bi-weekly 

Friday afternoon services at Brandywine Living at 

Governor’s Crossing in Englishtown.  

     

 

Rabbi Pilavin is married to Maxine, a former school 

     librarian and middle school language arts/social 

studies teacher.  She is currently a private tutor.  

     They are blessed with three children and 2 grand-

children: Channah married to David with grandsons 

Gil and Shai, Moshe, and Sara married to Asher. 

Rabbi Pilavin and his family first joined our 

community in July, 2003.

For much of the past decade, the Rabbi and Maxine 

have been enthusiastic singers in Makhelat HaMercaz, 

the Jewish Choir of Central New Jersey.  

     The Rabbi is proud of his weekly Levy's (later 

Capri's) study group that met Wednesday mornings 

for over 18 years.



Rabbi.........................................................Robert Pilavin 

President......................................................Steven Kass 

Executive Director.......................................Vic Schioppo 

Vice President/House................................Maurice Zagha 

Vice President/Ritual.............................Michael Lebowitz 

Treasurer..............................................Mitchell Plattman

Sisterhood Praesidium................................Vickie Amron 

.............................................................Rochelle Epstein 

..............................................................Donna Fassman 

..................................................................Mindy Fromm 

Men’s Club..................................................Michael Katz 

Recording Secretary...............................Arthur Friedman 

Trustee-at-Large (the Voice).............................Bill Berger 

Trustee-at-Large (Education).............................Jay Fields 

Trustee-at-Large.......................................Lenny Schindel

Immediate Past President..........................Maurice Zagha

Manager-Communication & Business......Allison Robinson

Caterer - The Orchid/Bistro 70....................Dalia Barness 

Board of Directors 2021-2022

Larry Neidich      2003-2005

Steve Zucker      2005-2007

Steve Litwok      2007-2009

Mitch Lustgarten  2009-2011

Michael Lebowitz  2011-2014

David Binder         2014-2016

Steven Wertheim  2016-2018

Maurice Zagha      2018-2020

Steven Kass            2020-2022 

Presidents during Rabbi Pilavin’s tenure



I dedicate this page to my friend, rabbinic colleague 

and counselor

RABBI JEFFREY H. MILLER, ESQ.

My distinguished predecessor at Congregation Sons of Israel 

(1988-1991), Rabbi Miller has played an invaluable role 

as my legal advisor for over two decades.  

His wise counsel has guided me since my final years as 

Rabbi of the Jewish Community Center of Spring Valley.

Rabbi Miller encouraged me to explore 

Congregation Sons of Israel.  

Rabbi Miller helped negotiate the agreements that allowed 

me to become the synagogue's longest-serving spiritual leader.

As “match-maker,” Rabbi Miller also strengthened our 

synagogue's ties to the Union for Traditional Judaism (UTJ) 

and Morashah, its rabbinic arm. Interested readers may visit 

https://utj.org/viewpoints/author/jmiller/ 

and 

enjoy a wide sampling of Rabbi Miller's stimulating 

Torah insights. Whatever modest contribution I have made 

to Congregation Sons of Israel in the past two decades owes 

much to Rabbi Miller's efforts on my behalf.



Rabbi’s Message:  My Next Book
Alfred Kolatch (1916–2007 ) was a prominent rabbi, author, 

and publisher.  In 1948, he and his wife, Thelma, founded 

Jonathan David Publishers, specializing in Judaica books.  

Kolatch himself was the author of more than 50 books, 

most notably the Jewish Book of Why series.  And he was 

a member of my first congregation in Poughkeepsie, NY.  

Imagine how honored I was when he gave me an advance 

copy of one of his books (The Jewish Mourner's Book of 

Why) and asked if I could check for any typos or 

inaccuracies!  He incorporated my suggestions and 

graciously acknowledged my efforts in the introduction to 

his book – and on the book jacket.  

In his thank-you note to me, now over 30 years old, he 

issued a pointed challenge: “Now tell me – when are you 

going to be ready to write your book?”  I cannot guarantee 

that I will produce my next (i.e., first) book – but 

retirement should provide me with an opportunity to write 

my next chapter. 

Will that next 

chapter mean a 

Torah study 

project?  

Taking/teaching 

classes?  Travel?

An additional 

academic degree?

A new career path?

Whatever I end up 

writing, 
  

  



(cont’d)

you are rightfully my co-authors.  I have learned much with 

you and from you. By your personal example, you have 

taught me what it means to meet life's challenges with 

fortitude, humor and grace.  By your personal example, 

you have shown me how to view life through a wider lens.  

By your personal example, you have taught me what it 

means to be part of a loving extended family and devoted 

members of the larger community.

And you have helped me grasp this week's Torah reading of 

Hukkat (Numbers 19-21).  Moses is told that, after forty 

years' service, he will not be leading Israel into the 

Promised Land.  Is Moses being punished for striking the 

rock instead of speaking to it?  Is it what he said or how 

he said it – or that he said anything at all?  Why such a 

harsh sentence?  

Numbers 20 tells us of the deaths of Moses' siblings, Miriam 

and Aaron.  This chapter suggests that Moses is not being 

punished.  He is being rewarded by playing a key role in 

allowing new leadership to emerge.  He is retiring, still 

vigorous, at 120 – literally and figuratively with “mountains 

left to climb.”

I take my leave of you today surrounded by family and 

friends, and congregants spanning the past 35 years of my 

rabbinic career.  I know I speak for Maxine as well in 

wishing Rabbi Ken and Aviel Brodkin much success in 

raising Congregation Sons of Israel to ever greater heights!

With love and friendship,

Rabbi Robert Pilavin



Congratulations on Your Retirement

Rabbi Pilavin

Best wishes to you and Maxine for a 

fulfilling retirement filled with joy.

Thank you both for your dedication to

Congregation Sons of Israel

for the past 19 years!

The Tepper Family

Shari, Scott, Ari & Maya



Mazel Tov to Rabbi Pilavin and Maxine!

Enjoy your retirement!

The Baum, FamiliesZagha and Spira  

.. . Donor Walls Yahrzeit Memorials Trees of Life
.Holocaust Memorials  Plaques



Dear Rabbi Pilavin and Maxine,

     Steven and I wish you both much happiness in this new chapter of your lives. 

We cannot believe that nineteen years have gone by so quickly.  Over those years 

Steven and I have had many beautiful memories.  Rabbi, we both appreciate your 

support during both our happy occasions and our family losses. You were there for 

the naming of two of our granddaughters and were so supportive of us when 

Steven lost his father. We were very impressed with the graveside service you did 

for Max Kass.  You even did your version of a song in tribute to him, knowing of 

his musical background. I especially enjoyed your musical talents at our Purim 

Shpiels.  

     You are a kind, caring, and dedicated spiritual leader who was able to get to 

know a large congregation and cater to the unique and diverse needs of us all.  

You helped us realize that the job of a Rabbi is not easy and that there are so 

many roles you had to play over the years.  The hat of Rabbi fits you very well.  

I want to thank you for helping me grow spiritually with all the wonderful classes 

you gave.

     Maxine, I did not forget you. Over the nineteen years, I got  to know you on so 

many levels.  I consider you one of my dear friends as you gave so much of 

yourself to me. Your well researched classes were an amazing highlight of my 

week for so many years. I never knew anyone who was learned in so many areas.  

I enjoyed the times when you reached out to me and invited me to go with you to 

Highland Park to share Tisha B'Av learning with your women's group.

     I am also grateful to you for letting me participate in our women's Simchat 

Torah service in which I was able to read from the Torah.  I could go on and on.  

You are a true Ashes Chayil and the kind of woman I aspire to be.  

     Rabbi and Maxine, please don't be strangers and please keep in touch.  

May Hashem bless both of you and give you the strength to enjoy the fruits of 

your labors.

Fondly,

Carole and Steven Kass and Family



Mazel Tov 

to 

Rabbi Pilavin and Maxine

Randi & Eli Kramer



Congratulations on your retirement, 

Rabbi Pilavin!

As you “ride off into the sunset”, 

know that we are eternally grateful 

for your steadfast love and devotion 

to our

Sons of Israel community.

With love from 

Barbara, Jennifer & Samantha Fessler



With heartfelt congratulations

on all your accomplishments.

From 

Moshe & Sharon Benous 

and Family



Thank you for 19 wonderful years.

We appreciate all you have done 

for our congregation - 

religiously, spiritually, musically, 

and personally.

Wishing you and Maxine many, many 

years of happiness and health 

with your entire family.

B’Shalom, 

Vickie and Larry Amron

Nancy and Billy Berger



joins the entire 

Congregation Sons of Israel Community 

in honoring

Rabbi Robert S. Pilavin

“Anyone who helps a fellow Jew is 

considered as if he helped G-d Himself.” 

(Midrash Tanchuma, Vayechi 5)                                   

Toddah Rabbah, Rabbi Pilavin. for all 

you have done for the Hebrew Academy, 

for our Jewish Community, and for our people.

How lucky of us to have acquired 

(In the words of Pirkei Avot)

a Rabbi AND a friend!

Congratulations on your retirement!

The Families, Faculty, and Staff

 of the Hebrew Academy

Marlboro, New Jersey



To my husband: 

I knew we were to be soulmates when I first met you. 

You were my complete opposite.  

I was serious and quiet. You were funny and sociable. I worried about everything. 

You exuded confidence. I was a pessimist. 

You focused on the positive. I did not take chances. 

You were a risk-taker and helped me break out of my comfort zone. 

I plunked out notes on the piano. You could play a song after 

hearing it a few times. OK, so you punned until we groaned and told the 

same stories until we could recite them by heart. 

You ensured our next generation will have tales to tell! 

You are the glue in our family. 

We love you and are proud of you. Mazal tov!

Love, Maxine

To our favorite Abba, Sabba, and Rabbi:

Mazal tov on a milestone year! You embraced the “senior discounts'' this year, 

and we know you will face your retirement with similar zeal. Here are some 

ideas: musical parody composer, stand-up comedian, author of 

Hilarious Stories from the Rabbinate, etymologist of obscure 

Hebrew words, singing-telegram-with-piano-accompaniment delivery person, 

superhero movie reviewer, “Big Bang Theory” trivia writer, and 

professional grandfather. 

Some things to avoid: fashion designer, dietician, professional organizer, 

and host of a cooking show on roasting the perfect Cornish hen. 

But seriously, however you fill your time, may it bring 

you joy, a chance to “get out of the monkey suit,” and 

“rest your eyes” as much as possible!

Love, Channah, David, Gil, and Shai



To Abba, a.k.a. Rav Av:

When I was a child, I wanted to be a rabbi just like you so I could say, 

“Now announcing kiddush!” But as I got older and realized that you never really 

“announced kiddush,” I decided against the rabbinate. Instead, I work for 

a non-profit organization, so I kind of followed in your footsteps. Thanks for the 

inspiration! Now in retirement, you can finally catch up on comic book 

reading, creating some original songs, and finding new jokes. 

Mazal tov!

Love, Moshe

Dearest Abba,

We toyed with the idea of addressing you as “Rabbi,” since we 

all know that's the best way to get your attention! 

Your dedication to this role is an inspiration to us all, and being a 

pulpit Rabbi is a 24/7 job, so you definitely deserve a break. 

We hope this next chapter of your life brings you days you can 

sleep in, write that book you've always been talking about, and 

make it home for Shabbat lunch before 3pm. 

Hugest Mazal Tov on all of your accomplishments - 

can't wait to see what's in store for you!

Love, Sara and Asher



To Our Brother Bob:

We knew you would be a future leader of the 

Jewish people from our childhood days. 

When the neighborhood bullies picked 
_ _on us the token Jews in the area 

you said to Richard, 

“Don't worry, Richie, I'll handle this. I'm five.”

You were undaunted. When the bullies' mother 

came out, you said to her, “You should teach your 

children not to be bigots!”

You got your start as a musician at Temple Emeth 

playing the organ for Junior Congregation. 

(Don't forget it was Richard, who recommended 

you for that job!)

We are proud of you!

All our love,

Richard, Jim, and Stan





I dedicate this page to my family:

    My wife, Maxine, who has embraced her role as 

“Rebbetzin” for 38 years.  “Her husband has 

confidence in her, and lacks no good thing.” 

(Prov. 31:11).  She has raised three children and 

one husband with unparalleled devotion.

     My children, Channah, Moshe & Sara, bore with 

good humor the frequent absences (and frequent 

repeated stories) of their Abba. Family in general 

(and children in particular) are life's most 

dependable source of happiness.
 

     My sons-in-law, David and Asher, have given 

Maxine and me the two-fold gift of loving our 

daughters and tolerating their in-laws!  They have 

also widened our family circle to include our 

“machatonim” Robyn and Jeremy, Marvin, Esther 

and Ben.

     My grandsons, Gil and Shai, may not fully 

appreciate just how much joy they give to their 

Sabba and Savta. May Hashem grant us the health 

to follow their progress to Jewish adulthood.

     My brothers, Richie, Jim & Stan, can expect 

more visits in New England.  And when we do, my 

sister-in-law Anneke is sure to reprise her role as the 

family's Hostess-In-Chief.  Together, we can 

reminisce fondly about our parents Norma and Nat,

of blessed memory.
     



(cont’d)

     My cousins – the Mitchells, Harts, Greenfields & 

Pilavins – make all our family gatherings warm and lively 

whenever we are together. 

     I fondly recall my father-in-law, Gil Fishbein.  I regret 

that I never had the privilege of meeting my mother-in-

law, Anne Fishbein. 

     The legacy of my grandparents, aunts and uncles 

continues to animate me.

     Last but not least, I acknowledge my synagogue 

families – in New York (Poughkeepsie, Queens and 

Spring Valley) and here in New Jersey.  I hope that my 

time with you will be a source of warm memories.  

I can assure you that I will take many warm memories 

with me to Highland Park.

     May happy occasions bring us together in good 

health in the years ahead!

Fondly,

Rabbi Robert Pilavin



Rabbi and Maxine     

Thank you for your years of dedication, 

leadership, inspiration and service to 

Congregation Sons of Israel.

May HaShem grant you good health, 

happiness, peace and joy.  

Wishing you and your family all the best 

in the coming years.

Michele and Jefferey Lejfer



“As G-d blessed our ancestors on their 

journeys, so may you be blessed as you 

embark on the journey of your retirement.  

May you find rest and challenge, quiet and 

adventure.

May you be sustained by the achievements 

of your work life and inspired by the 

possibilities of what lies ahead.  

May you allow yourself to experience 

silence and rest and may you open yourself 

to the new music that may emerge from 

your silence. “

Author Unknown

The Lejfer Family



  Daughters of Israel would like to     
take this opportunity to thank Rabbi Pilavin and 

Maxine for all of their support and guidance to 

Sisterhood over the past 19 years. 

     We are grateful for all of your endearing 

achievements during your tenure with Sisterhood 

and Sons of Israel, especially working with our 

board members to include those of us who 

wanted to participate in the High Holiday services. 

Being called up to the lectern to read enlightening 

passages carefully sewn into the service gave 

many of us a sense of inclusivity that we never 

thought possible.  Rabbi, your spiritual wisdom 

along with your sense of humor will remain 

in our hearts.

We would also like to thank Maxine for leading 
     
some of our most popular programs: the halachic 

guidance for our Shabbat dinners, the cholent 

cook-off, the Tu B'Shevat seder, and a visit to the 

mikvah at Shalom Torah. 

We wish you a joyous retirement with lots of      
naches from your children and grandchildren.      
May every day be fulfilling in a way that means 

the most to you and Maxine.



Kol Hakavod on this beautiful milestone

Daughters of Israel Board:

Michelle Fields

Lynn Fried

Jane Goldstein 

Dorothy Jablonka

Carole Kass

Beth Krinsky  

Sharon Schioppo 

Barbara Zagha

The Presidium: 

Vickie Amron

Rochelle Epstein

Donna Fassman

Mindy Fromm



The Men's Club of 

Congregation Sons Of Israel 

wishes our esteemed 

Rabbi Robert Pilavin 

a hearty Mazel Tov on the occasion 

of his retirement.



We thank you and Maxine for your 

spiritual leadership, guidance, 

friendship, and support of all 

Men's Club endeavors.

We remember fondly your wonderful 

Men's Club “Man Of The Year” 

celebration.







 In Honor of 

Rabbi Robert S. Pilavin 

Mazel Tov to a dear friend and a 

wonderful rabbi with a wicked 

sense of humor! 

May Hashem continue to 

bless you with good health,

 success and nachat 

from your family.

Philip L. Sherman 



 

Rabbi Pilavin,

We’ve sung together, played board games together,

and have enjoyed many a meal together, 

We’ve shared the blessing of our children’s weddings

and the tears of parents passing. 

Our friendship has roots that will stretch far and wide.

Maxine, thank you for your hospitality and
 the wonderful insights in your writing 

in the Voice.

Mazel Tov and MaBrouk as you

begin the next chapter of your story.

May Hashem continue to 

bless you, Maxine and your family with 

health, happiness, laughter and love.

Barbara & Maurice

Tina, Jared, Eliana and Mason

Rebecca and Evan

Question: How does the Rabbi make his coffee?

Answer: Hebrews it



 

With Much gratitude,

Rabbi Pilavin,

For your many years of 

service to our shul.

Enjoy your retirement.

We will miss you.

Nancy & Yitzhak Goldstein



 

Rabbi Pilavin,

Thank you for all of the kind and thoughtful 

phone calls, letters, and visits you and 

Maxine have made to our family all of 

these many years. 

We extend our best wishes to you for 

a happy retirement, filled with all 

the adventures and activities 

you and Maxine enjoy!

All the best,

Jay, Michelle, 

Elaine, Samantha and Dana Fields



 

Thank you for your

years of service to 

our community.

Mazel Tov!

The Reich Family



Dear Rabbi:

Congratulations on reaching this milestone 

as you move on to retirement.  

Your long-standing Rabbinic leadership to 

our beloved Congregation has made a most 

meaningful impact on all of our members 

as well as the entire Jewish Community 

as a whole.  

Personally, you have always been there 

for us during good times as well as 

difficult times.  Your warmth and caring 

nature always made us feel that you 

are truly a part of our family. 

 We appreciate all that you have done for 

us and wish you, Maxine, and your entire 

family only the best of health and 

happiness in the future.  

Your desire and involvement in leaving 

our Synagogue in capable Rabbinic hands 

will be a testament to your 

past and your legacy to our future.

With our Warmest Regards,

Jan, Jay and the entire Lillianthal Family



Rabbi Pilavin!

Thank you for serving our family 

as our leader, spiritual guide, teacher, 

and friend. 

 

We wish you and your family many years

of good health, happiness, and fulfillment 

as you retire from 

Congregation Sons of Israel.

Thank you for being a part of 

our family's Jewish journey.

Steven and Bonnie Leff and family



In honor of

A Scholar, A Leader

A Teacher, A  Friend

Best Wishes

on your retirement

Toni and Stuart Moskovitz

and Family 



Best Wishes to

Rabbi and Mrs. Pilavin

Enjoy your next adventure.

Susan Feinstein and Family



In honor of 

our beloved friends

Rabbi & Mrs. Pilavin

Congregation Ahavas Achim

Highland Park, NJ



“The good life is not a passive existence

where you live and let live.  It is one of 

involvement where you live and help.”  

                 Isaac Bashevis Singer
               

Thank you, Rabbi Pilavin, for giving CSI a 

“good life” for so many years. We will be 

forever grateful for the countless ways in 

which you have touched the lives of four 

generations of our family.

May you and Maxine continue to enhance 

the lives of your family, friends and the 

community at large, in good health, for 

many years to come, and may your lives 

be enhanced and enriched by those who 

surround you.

Shelley and Larry Finkelstein and Family



Mazel Tov and Best Wishes to

RABBI ROBERT & MAXINE PILAVIN

You have always been there for 

those in need.

You are the truest example of

how to live a meaningful 

Jewish life.

May your retirement be the

beginning of a wonderful 

continued journey to enjoy

with your beautiful family!

With our love and respect,

The Haber & Bernstein Families



 Congratulations 

from the physicians of 

Monmouth Cardiology Associates, LLC.



Thanks for your friendship 

and leadership for 

the past 19 years. 

Enjoy retirement.

Harlean and Jerry Enis

hhv c



Rabbi Pilavin,

You can't retire from being  

an inspiration!

Thank you for being our rabbi 

and our friend.

Wishing you health, discovery and 

joy on this milestone!

With deep gratitude, 

Sam & Laurie Landy



Thank you Rabbi for enriching our lives with 

your spiritual leadership, wisdom, and humor. 

You have been an integral part of our lives, 

particularly navigating all 3 of our children's 

B'nei Mitzvahs. I am sure you will miss Doc's 

tail-wagging as he welcomed you to each of 

Seth's bar mitzvah lessons at our home. 

We will never forget the yearly telephone 

musical anniversary and birthday serenades 

with some humorous longevity 

advice afterward.

We will fondly remember how you always 

graciously hosted late-night learning in your 

home each year at Shavuot. Of course, we 

cannot forget how you skillfully read the 

Megillah using a multitude of voices.

Our fondest memories will be from our family’s

Sons of Israel trip to Israel with you and 

Maxine. We had multiple lifecycle events that 

year with the loss of Marty's father and Jack's 

Bar Mitzvah. Visiting Israel with you as a 

mourner yourself helped us steer through the 

murky waters of loss and joy. Sincere thanks.

With heartfelt appreciation, we wish you 

and Maxine a wonderful, much-deserved 

retirement. Mazel Tov on your many years 

of service to CSI. 

Donna, Marty, 

Carly, Jack, Seth & Doc Wisniewski



Rabbi Pilavin,

Thank you for being our Rabbi,

mentor, leader, and friend.

Your wisdom, brightness, enthusiasm,

and talent were always accompanied

with warmth and a smile.

Good luck in your retirement.

Nurit & Steve Litwok

“ ,uhrcv ,t scfnv scufn uvzht  
w  ( s ,uct herp)

”





The 

Congregation Sons of Israel

 Board of Directors 

would like to thank 

Rabbi and Maxine Pilavin 

for their positive leadership, 

guidance, and friendship 

throughout the years.



Rabbi Pilavin,

 Congratulations on your retirement.

Thank you for all of your support and

guidance throughout the years.

Best to you and your family.

Paul, Lynn, Rachel & Aaron Fried

Jerry Fried

The Kun Family



Congratulations & Mazel Tov

to

Rabbi Pilavin

on your retirement.

Thank you for your chai (18) plus 1(for good luck)

years of guidance, friendship  and 

humorous discussions.

Zei gezint, shtark und freilakh!

Jack & Mimi           Dan & Regina

Werbler



Wishing Rabbi Pilavin, Maxine,

and the entire Pilavin family a hearty 

Mazel Tov on the Rabbi's retirement.

Thank you for always being there for 

all our families' special milestones 

and simchas.

Your support and concern for our

families will always be treasured.

You will be truly missed.

Love,

Barbara and Bruce Forman

Edith and Fred Mosesman

and Families



Mazel Tov to

Rabbi Pilavin 

for his spiritual

leadership, love of Torah,

and commitment to our

Jewish Community.

Robin & Irv Wander



RABBI BOB PILAVIN

You have been a very dear friend &

 a Spiritual Light in my family’s life.

Your Warmth, Intelligence, Wisdom, 

Spirituality, Wit & Compassion, are 

what we treasure in our relationship 

with you.

Wishing you and Maxine & your 

children & grandchildren 

ONLY Good Health and Happiness 

and may you be 

Blessed all your days.

Barbara Rosen

Liora & Gary, Zach & Halle

Michelle & Shahar,

Erez, Oren & Elah

Jessica & Avishai & Doron



Dear Rabbi and Rebbetzin Pilavin

Yasher Koach for your many years of 

dedicated and caring service

to Congregation Sons of Israel,

Our best wishes for a fulfilling retirement,

and may you continue to be an inspiration

to all those who know you.

Mazel Tov,

Rhoda and Manny Chodosh



To Maxine and Rabbi Pilavin

With sincere thanks and gratitude for 

all you have Both done for our Shul

and the Community during your 

years of service.

Every good wish for your future 

Health, Happiness and Success.

The Kurlander Family







 Thank you for all you have done

for C.S.I. 

May you and Maxine and family enjoy

many happy and healthy years.

Jo Freud

It is Time to Bask in the Sunshine

You were our Rabbi, you were our friend.

You were there in times of need.

You were our teacher, you were our caretaker.

You were there with a fresh sense of humor.

But most of all, you will be missed.

Now is the time for you and Maxine to enjoy 

all the years left to you and walk in sunshine 

with health, happiness and peace.

Beth and Joel Krinsky



Mazel Tov Rabbi Pilavin!  

We are deeply grateful for your support and 

partnership with us as you make this transition to the 

next stage of your journey. 

In addition, we stand in great admiration of your many 

accomplishments, and your many years of service 

to the Jewish people and, of course, to 

Congregation Sons of Israel. 

 
May you, Maxine and the entire family 

have continued Nachas and success.

  Yours, 
Rabbi Ken & Aviel Brodkin

In honor of 

Rabbi Robert Pilavin and Rebbetzin Maxine

for their dedicated career to 

Sons of Israel.

Wishing a very bright and

successful future to Sons of Israel

led by your new Rabbi and Rebbetzin,

Rabbi and Mrs. Ken Brodkin.

Mazel Tov,

Rabbi Ronald & Judy Schwartzberg



Congratulations 

Rabbi Pilavin 

on your much deserved retirement.

Your Rhode Island cousins,

Richard A. Saltzman and family

Dear Rabbi and Maxine,

It has been my privilege to work with you for the past 

14 years. On behalf of our family, we thank you for 

welcoming us into your home, lending an ear, helping 

out whenever needed, and your loyal friendship. 

We wish you the best in the next chapter of your lives.

Fondly,

Allison & Rick Robinson 



Rabbi Pilavin, 
Mazal Tov and thank you so much!

The Veysman Family

Rabbi Pilavin,

Yasher koach for your selfless devotion to 

Sons of Israel and the Manalapan community 

(since Evan's Bar Mitzvah in 2003!)

Wishing you continued hatzlacha and 

nachas from your family!

Thank you!

Ron and Florence Gorsky



Dear Rabbi Pilavin,

Thank you, thank you, thank you for all these many years 

serving our congregation as its spiritual leader.  You have 

always been there for our family through good times and 

bad; offering sage advice; remembering happy occasions 

with your songs and kind words; and dealing with grief.

You and Maxine are an amazing couple who will be 

sorely missed.

Sharon and I wish you much luck and happiness 

as you embark on your next adventure.

Regards always,

Richard and Sharon Baum




Congratulations and Best Wishes to Rabbi Pilavin

Yehoshua ben Perahya says: make a Rabbi (acquire a teacher) for yourself, acquire 

a friend for yourself, and judge every person favorably.  Rabbi Pilavin has made 

it easy for all who know him to follow Yehoshua ben Perahya's advice: as the 

Rabbi of Congregation Sons of Israel he has taught Torah, both literally and 

in the full sense of how to live a Jewish life; he has been a friend to us 

and everyone who has merited coming to know him; and he has 

exemplified the , the distinguished character trait, of not passing 

judgment on anyone.  We are thrilled that we can be counted among the 

friends of the Pilavin family, and we are fortunate that they 

will be our neighbors in the years to come.

David Simen and Margaret Ingate



Dear Rabbi Pilavin,

Thank you for everything 

We will miss you

Mazel Tov

Freda and Bill Pollack

A Tribute to Rabbi and Maxine

Mazel tov on your well-earned retirement!

Thank you for the memories.

Thank you for inviting my parents to your 

house on Shabbos and Yom Tov.

Thank you for inviting us to your house 

on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

Thank you for your consoling thoughts in time of need.

May you and Maxine have a long, healthy prosperous

retirement with your children and grandchildren.

Jason and Lisbeth Zeides

and the whole Zeides Family



Rabbi, thank you for your service to 

Congregation Sons of Israel.

We wish you and Maxine many years of good health

abounding with simachot in your retirement.

Mitchell & Lucy Kaufman

Words cannot begin to express our gratitude and 

appreciation to Rabbi and Rebbetzin Pilavin for their 

spiritual guidance, dedication to our shul and our 

community, and friendship over all of these years.

Thank you for being there for our family, 

in celebrating with us for Simchas, and in 

comforting us during our times of mourning.

You will be forever in our thoughts and prayers.

Fondly,

Stacey, Michael, Stephanie and Joshua Katz



Dear Rabbi Bob and Rebbetzin Maxine:

Mazal Tov on your retirement.  Best wishes

on embarking on this new era in your lives.

Experience says it is the best part

of your lives.

With much love,

Rabbi Ner and Lynn Bresler

Sima, Mike, and Lila Shimanksy

Yossi, Rivky, Evan, Noah, and Isabella Bresler

Mazal Tov, Rabbi, for this very special and 

well-deserved honor.  We wish you and your 

family the best of good health and happiness 

in the coming years.  

Thanks for all you have done for us during 

your years as our rabbi.  We will miss you! 

  Carol and Jerry Goldstein

   



Rabbi and Maxine:

It has been a quick and enjoyable 

19 years having you as 

Rabbi and Rebbetzin of our shul.

We will miss  you!

B’HATZLACHAH!

Elaine and David Rosenwald

"Deeds of giving are the very foundation of the world."

(Pirkei Avot 1:2)

Mazel Tov Rabbi Pilavin!

Thank you for years of giving, leadership and service 

to Congregation Sons of Israel and to our community.

We will miss you and wish you the very best in the 

next chapter of your life.

Julie and Mark Ginsberg and Family



In honor of

Rabbi Pilavin

Wishing you many years 

of health and happiness 

in your retirement.

Mayor Susan Cohen

Deputy Mayor Mary Ann Musich

Committeeman Barry Jacobson

Committeeman Jack McNaboe

Committeeman Eric Nelson

Best Wishes and good health 

in your retirement

Sandy and Ron Leiser



Dear Rabbi Pilavin,

Thank you for 18 years of 

learning in your stimulating

Wednesday classes.

We will miss you.

Regina & Norman Barofsky

Best wishes

on your retirement.

Nancy Feldman, Keith Fishbein

and Family



Working with Rabbi Pilavin for 3 years as President 

and 4 years as Ritual VP has truly been an honor, 

a pleasure and quite a learning experience. 

Saying farewell to someone as special as 

Rabbi Pilavin is not easy. 

Farewell my friend and best of luck on your retirement. 

You will be missed 

Michael Lebowitz & Iris Miller 

To Rabbi Pilavin, 

With gratitude for the many inspiring 

speeches and lessons, and for your valued 

support at every turn in our lives.

Much hatzlacha in your next phase,

Chaya Friedmann and Family



Mazel Tov!

Wishing you a happy and 

healthy retirement

Jeffrey and Minnie Burns

Thank you for always being there for us.

Mazal Tov and best wishes for a

long, happy and healthy retirement.

Phyllis and Ralph Heumann and Family

Mazel Tov to

you and Maxine as you enter

the next phase of your lives.

The Toubin Family

A warm thank you, Rabbi Pilavin, 

For all the years you have dedicated to our community. 

We will always consider you a caring leader and friend. 

Much success in your future travels.

Karen and Bill Moskowitz



Mazel Tov to Rabbi Pilavin

on this special occasion.  

Thank you for your selfless dedication to the 

Manalapan community.

Shalom Jacoby

Mazel Tov on your retirement and 

the best of luck in the next chapter of your lives. 

Looking forward to having you in Highland Park!

Debbie and Milton Erdfarb

Mazel Tov on this milestone!

Thank you for your many years of 

treasured memories at JCC.

  Fondly,

   Diane & Lenny Goldstein and Family

   Bess Koby

  Ellen & Jay Rifkin and Family 

Many thanks for the years of

friendship that we hope to continue,

with prayers for your future

good health and happiness.

Fred & Bonnie Stone



Mazel Tov!

Cheryl Schildkraut & Steve Jeruchimowitz

Mazel Tov on your retirement

Frieda & Larry

Mazel Tov on your well deserved retirement

With love and respect,

Brenda & Rick Weisman

& Family

Our Rabbi / Our Friend,

Cheers to our sharing many

memorable milestones together.

Live long and prosper.

In Friendship,

The Kellners



Dear Rabbi Pilavin,

Thank you for all the lovely years we have spent with you.  

Your sermons and especially your birthday greetings were

always appreciated. Enjoy your retirement!!

You will be missed.

Sincerely,

Jacqui & Allan Dolman

Mazel Tov on the occasion of

your retirement.  We enjoyed having

you as our rabbi.

The Dolled and Filhart Families

Our very best wishes for a happy, 

healthy retirement.  Enjoy!!

Eve & Jay Deutsch

Eric & Family

Brian & Family

Thank you for sharing our joyful simchas and 

cherished  memories, along with helping us through 

our sorrowful times. Your spiritual guidance, 

witty humor and musical interludes will be missed. 

Mazel Tov on your retirement,

Mindy, Steven, Michael, Amanda, 

Adam, Michelle and Jessica Fromm



Rabbi Bob & Maxine:

You have both worked tirelessly for the

communal good.  We hope you enjoy a 

future of nachat and besorot tovot.

Mendy & Karen Rosenfeld

Maxine and Bob,

Mazel Tov on this very special tribute and much 

deserved honor. Your unassuming and generous 

spirits are lofty gifts bestowed to all whose lives 

you have touched.

With love,

Shari and Alex Mandel and family

Janni and David Slotkis and family

Rabbi, we are grateful to have come to

Sons of Israel and learned and prayed

with you.  

Respectfully, we wish Rabbi & Maxine health,

happiness, nachas & fulfillment in their future.

The Epstein Family

Congratulations- Enjoy your retirement

Marlene & Harry Gittlitz



Mazel Tov, Rabbi Pilavin and Maxine!

Thank you for all your years of 

friendship and service to our Shul!

Alan, Miriam and Marlene Brooker

Rabbi Pilavin, Thank you for your

dedicated service to the Shul, and

for your friendship over the years.

Maxine and Art Finkel

To our Dear friends Rabbi Bob and Maxine,

Mazel tov to you on the auspicious occasion of your 

retirement!  After countless hours of officiating, blessing, 

counseling, teaching, inspiring, davening and “punning”.

Enjoy the next years to 120 in good health.

And BTW, do you know this one: A Rabbi, An Imam

and a Priest go into a bar....

Much love,

 Sharon and Leon Glaser

Mazel V’Brocha

For a job well done.

Love from cousin

Allan Greenfield, M.D.



Rabbi,

Mazel Tov on your retirement and sincere

thanks for your years of dedicated service

to CSI and the Community.

The Mucha Family

Mazal Tov and best wishes to our

dear friend and colleague, Rabbi Bob Pilavin.

You are unequaled in your devotion to your

people and your faith.

Warmest wishes,

Cantor Jack and Robin Muchnick & Family

Rabbi,

 Mazel Tov

on achieving retirement.

Enjoy!

Jack Schier

Rabbi Pilavin

Thanks for your commitment to our synagogue.

You have been there for us in our hard times 

and our good times. Your birthday phone calls 

and your jokes will be sorely missed.

Congratulations and good luck in this next chapter. 

Fondly,

 Pauline Froster & Ellen and Cory Harris 



.............................................................................

An awesome person is hard to find, difficult to part

with, and impossible to forget.
.............................................................................

Mazel Tov on your Retirement!

The Minchello Family

Dear Rabbi Pilavin, 

Our very best wishes 

to you on your retirement.

Be healthy and happy.

Susan & Bob Schwartz

Mazal Tov on an amazing career! 

Hazzan Sheldon Levin

Dear Rabbi,

Thank you for your guidance

and compassion while being our Rabbi.

We will miss you

Donna & David Binder



In Honor of Rabbi Robert and Maxine Pilavin

on the retirement of my esteemed colleague

and our dear friend

Rabbi Leonard Levy

Lisa Levy

     Yasher Koach and Mazal Tov! 

  With love from 

The Zimet Family

“May He bless those who are faithfully involved

in the needs of the community”

Wishing you all the best.

Toby and Maurice Reifman

The Weinstein and Brodsky families 

wish to express their appreciation to Rabbi Pilavin, 

for his many years of commitment to us and to the 

Jewish Community as a whole. 

We will be forever grateful. 



Thank you for your friendship and guidance 

throughout the years. You will be missed. 

Enjoy your retirement! 

Sharon, Vic and Brandon Schioppo 

Maxine & Rabbi Pilavin

With sincere thanks for all your 

past service to our Shul

&

every good wish for your future

health & happiness.

Raymond Solk

Mazel Tov on this special occasion.  

May you and Maxine enjoy your retirement 

for many years to come.

Joel and Ruth Perlman and Family

Yasher Koach to Rabbi Pilavin for 19 years as spiritual leader at CSI. 

Our family is forever grateful for your kindness, wisdom and 

support during the 'earlier' years. No kind act goes unrecognized. 

We wish you continued health and all the best as you

transition to another stage in the circle of life. 

May you go from strength to strength!

With much thanks and admiration, 

Debbie and Henry Locke and Family 





Booster Ads
Mazel Tov and good luck on your retirement.  Harriet Kestin

Rabbi, Mazel Tov on your retirement! Marge & Ken Schwartz

Rabbi: Yeyasher Kohakha!  Sally Greenstein

Rabbi & Rebbetzin, all the best in the future.  Thaler Family

Rabbi, Maxine, you'll be missed. Happy retirement. Meryl F.

Rabbi, Maxine, thanks for all you have done for CSI! D. Jablonka

Rabbi, thank you for your kindness. Best wishes, D. Goldman

Mazal Tov Rabbi for the work you do. We’ll miss you. The Arkys

Rabbi, Wishing you all the best! The Stern Family

Mazal Tov! May you go from strength to strength! Amy & Harold

Rabbi & Maxine, Mazel tov!  I will miss you.  Myrna Rizick

Shaya & Elsie truly appreciate Rabbi Pilavin's help with Lulu

Mazel Tov! From Susanna & German Faerman

Mazel Tov on your retirement! Susan & Robert Rosin

Rabbi Bob, Mazal Tov and Todah Rabah.  J Levine & Family

Wishing Maxine & Rabbi Pilavin Barucha & Hatzlacha.  R. L. Ritz

We will miss you. The Tulgans

Having you as our Rabbi was our honor.  Ellen & Sheldon Gasior

Rabbi - Thanks for the memories - Mazal Tov - Fagie Langner

Congratulations on this well deserved honor.  Anita Raboi

Best wishes as you begin this new chapter.  Ann Branfman

Rabbi you have meant so much to us! L. Moskowitz & Family

Mazel Tov Rabbi & Maxine. Health & long life! The Beckermans

Rabbi & Rebbetzen, Congrats on your retirement. The Kornblums

Best Wishes for a fulfilling retirement.  The Sherman Family

Rabbi Pilavin, Mazel Tov to you! The Plattman Family

Mazel Tov on your retirement! Pnina & Ira Matlow & Family

Rabbi, Mazel Tov on your retirement.  Jackie & Larry Chaise

Congratulations, Bob! Irwin & Sue Dunietz

Enjoy your retirement. Ira & Lynne Marshall

Mazel Tov & Best Wishes.  Jane & Arnie Goldstein

Mazal Tov on your retirement.  Karen Sachs & Family

Wishing you a happy retirement! - The Glyn Family

We wish you the best of luck.  Nancy & Rich Kaplan

Mazal Tov on this special day.  Ed & Abby Prince



Committee

Vickie Amron

Bill Berger

Donna Binder

Andrea Friedman

Mindy Fromm

Jacqueline Glyn

Jill Kellner

Allison Robinson

Sharon Schioppo

Vic Schioppo

Shari Tepper

Barbara Zagha

Invitation/ Journal Design - Barbara Zagha

Thank you to

Alan Brooker: Videography / Photo collage

John Lowrie: Facility Maintenance 

Allison Robinson: Office Management

Special Thanks to

Robert Kelpner and School Photo Marketing

Invitation / Journal Printing  



Mazal Tov Rabbi

With Gratitude

Marian and Mayer Brandwein
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