
 Tutoring 

 Tutoring often begins 12 months out, sometimes earlier, depending on the student's needs. 
 Your tutor is typically expected to meet with your student once a week for one hour to learn their 
 Torah portions, blessings, and other parts of the service in order to lead on their big day. 

 We have found that the personal relationship between tutor and student can be one of the most 
 meaningful aspects of a b’nai mitzvah. Please let us know if you have any specific needs or 
 requests for a tutor, and the b’nai mitzvah coordinator can help you to identify a tutor that could 
 be a good fit for your family. 

 Parents are responsible for making contact with the tutor and arranging a tutoring schedule. The 
 financial responsibility for the tutoring rests with the parents, and the community is available to 
 help families in cases of financial need.  If you are interested in requesting financial aid for 
 tutoring please contact Emily Kieval at director@cbinorthampton.org. 

 Once a tutor has been selected, please notify the B’nai Mitzvah Coordinator at 
 amy@cbinorthampton.org  . 

 B’nai Mitzvah Tutors 

 Students at Lander Grinspoon Academy often work with one of the teacher/tutors at the school. 

 For students in Alma, we highly recommend Marlene Rachelle. 

 If she is not available, please reach out to the B’nai MItzvah coordinator 
 amy@cbinorthampton.org  and she will provide contact  information for other tutors. 

 Marlene Rachelle 
 marlenerachelle@gmail.com 
 917-968-4595 

 Marlene Rachelle is a b’nai mitzvah tutor, family educator and musical family service leader and teacher 
 at Beit Ahava, the JCC in Springfield and Temple Beth El in Longmeadow. 

 She enjoys working with b’nai mitzvah students: helping them not only to 
 prepare for the actual service, but also to evoke a genuine understanding by 
 finding personal meaning in prayer, Torah and more.  Marlene aims to 
 inspire questions about Jewish identity as well as a strong connection to the 
 community at large. 

 With an undergraduate degree in Communications, Marlene was a Senior 
 Producer at MTV Networks for over a decade before going back to school 
 and receiving a Master’s degree in Jewish Education from the Jewish 
 Theological Seminary.  She has also taught and developed programming for 

 Hebrew schools, Nehirim, and the JCC in Manhattan. 
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