
 Ritual Paths Toward Becoming B’nai Mitzvah 

 At CBI, we have a long history of inviting young people to master the art of synagogue 
 leadership to the best of their ability. Many young people and their families find the traditional 
 model to be engaging and meaningful.  Given the variety of perspectives and needs we bring, 
 we also offer a range of paths through which a young person takes their place in the community. 
 Each of the models below can be adjusted to fit your child’s interests and needs. 

 1. Mastery of traditional skills of the synagogue on Shabbat morning 

 Building on their Jewish education, a young person will work on specialized skills with a tutor, 
 the Rabbi and outside resources to be able to participate in the following on Shabbat 
 morning: 

 ●  Reading from the Torah (the final, maftir aliyah, but more if desired) 
 ●  Sharing one’s response to the Torah portion through a short “d’var Torah” 
 ●  Leading part of the service, usually the Torah service and the Musaf service at the end, 

 though the beginning “Shacharit” is also available. 
 ●  Chanting from the Haftarah (the Prophetic reading corresponding to the Torah portion) if 

 mastery of above responsibilities has been achieved and tutor determines readiness. 

 2.  Shabbat morning, with emphasis on the D’var Torah 

 A young person may choose to study the meaning of the Torah portion in greater depth and 
 then present a longer (10 minute) D’var Torah on Shabbat morning.  The format and structure of 
 such a presentation can vary, reflecting their study of the Torah portion and its commentaries 
 with the mentorship of our CBI Rabbis.  Investing this much time in a d’var Torah does not 
 preclude ritual leadership as well, but it may be a welcome avenue for a young person to focus 
 their energies. 

 3. Friday Evening, Shabbat Minchah 

 While the Shabbat morning liturgy and chanting from the Torah and Haftarah are poetic and 
 meaningful, the CBI community gathers at other times that would be fit for b’nai mitzvah to lead. 
 Kabbalat Shabbat on Friday evening is a regular service filled with joyous singing that can be 
 led by b’nai mitzvah. 

 A combination of these options is also available to curate! 
 No celebration of becoming a b’nai mitzvah needs to be wholly one thing.  With these options, 
 one can mix and match.  To fully discuss your options and decide upon which path, or 
 combination of paths, is best for your child and family, please speak with Rabbi David, Rabbi 
 Jacob, or Rabbi Rosen, who will work with you to ensure that your child has a meaningful 
 experience of becoming b’nai mitzvah. 


