
 Other Items to Consider 

 Tallit 

 The B’nai Mitzvah student is required to wear a tallit. 
 Kolbo, a Judaica shop in Brookline, MA, offers a very nice variety of styles and price ranges. 

 Kippot 

 There are a number of online outlets if you wish to provide special, personalized kippot for your 
 guests or the congregation.  Kippot come in a variety of styles and materials. 

 Party plans: 

 ●  If you plan to host an evening party, plan to reserve a venue more than a year in 
 advance. 

 ●  Make hotel reservations for your guests well in advance. 
 ●  Contact Band or DJ well in advance. 

 Candy throwing: 

 It is a tradition at CBI for candy to be thrown in celebration during the service 
 Please follow these guidelines: 

 ●  Purchase soft, Kosher candy only. Sunkist jellies are recommended. 
 ●  Provide bags or baskets for them and assign a few young family members or friends 

 to hand them out. 
 ●  Candy can be passed out after the haftarah, during the blessings. 
 ●  Candy can be gathered by little kids (or teens if there are no little kids) 

 Flowers: 
 Flowers are optional. If you would like to provide an arrangement for the bimah, plan on an 
 arrangement that is approximately 2 feet tall. 

 You may provide flowers for the buffet tables and for indoor tables for guests. If your guests will 
 be eating outside, flower arrangements are not recommended as they blow over in the wind. 



 Invitations: 

 We highly encourage families to invite all classmates at ALMA or LGA students, along with their 
 families, to celebrate this simcha. 

 As you send out invitations to your guests, you can include a few things that will be helpful for 
 them, especially if they are new to Jewish customs or have not yet attended a B’nai Mitzvah. 
 Below are reminders we ask you to include in your invitations. 

 Please respect our customs by instructing all guests to arrive when the service 
 begins, at 9:30, and not at 10:00  , just before the  b’nai mitzvah begins to lead the 
 service. 

 For Teen Guests attending B’nai Mitzvah at CBI – Congregation B’nai Israel 

 We are delighted that you are able to join us.  Shabbat, the Sabbath, is a very special 
 day for us that we celebrate in a very particular manner.  We join together in community 
 to pray, celebrate, socialize and eat! 

 Many people wonder, “what should I wear to a b’nai mitzvah?”  Shabbat is a special day 
 and a b’nai mitzvah is a special moment, so many people dress up for this occasion. 
 However, we are an informal congregation and people are welcome to dress in clothes 
 that feel comfortable and appropriate to them. 

 We hope that you feel free to participate in whatever way feels comfortable for you.  Feel 
 free to sing along, reflect on the words in the prayer book, meditate or just observe a 
 way of worship that may be new to you.  If you have questions about anything, feel free 
 to ask our Rabbi after services. 

 Our services begin at 9:30 and end around 12:00.  If this seems long, please know that 
 your friend has spent many hours over many months and years preparing for this day.  If 
 you need to take a short break, please do so after the rabbi’s sermon, about 
 11:30-11:40.  But do be sure to return to the sanctuary for the end of the service. 

 Please know that the synagogue is a “cell phone and texting free zone” on Shabbat.  If 
 you need to call home, please do so outside the synagogue. 

 Thank you in advance for reading this and respecting our sacred customs! 



 Decorum 

 While we are an informal congregation, we ask everyone to be mindful of the whole 
 synagogue campus as a reflective and spiritual space.  Please do not use cell phones or 
 take pictures on the synagogue grounds on Shabbat.  Of course, please use your phone 
 in an emergency.  But for any other reason, please step outside onto the sidewalk to use 
 your phone or other device. 

 Dress Code 

 We are an informal community that makes space for everyone.  Nevertheless, please 
 know that we seek to create a reflective and celebratory atmosphere on Shabbat. 
 Please ensure that your b’nai mitzvah dresses in a manner fitting for this special 
 occasion. 

 Cell phones on Shabbat 

 Please ask your guests to turn off their cell phones and pagers while in the 
 synagogue.  Cell phones should not be used on Shabbat  except for emergencies. 

 Electric lights on Shabbat 

 Lights are turned on and off on Shabbat. The Rabbinical Assembly has a Responsa, 
 which allows the use of electric lights on Shabbat. The reasoning is that turning on a 
 switch is not igniting a fire, but merely allowing current (which already exists) to flow. 
 Turning on the switch does not create the current. 


