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“Rabbi Yochanan
ben Zakkai and Us:
Venturing Boldly

into the Unknown!”

the Jewish tradition of Torah study. Yavneh is located
equidistant between Yaffa and Ashdod, about 5
milesinland from the Mediterranean Sea, about 41
miles away from Jerusalem.  When Vespasian
received the request, he burst out into laughter.  “You
could have asked me to quit the siege of Jerusalem
and to abandon your land with my troops!  You could
have asked me for riches!  You could have asked me
to take you back to Rome and provide you with a
comfortable life!  Instead, you ask for a pittance – a
small school in an undistinguished town, far away
from your Temple!  Your wish is granted!  Take
Yavneh and its sages, a pitiful request before the new
Caesar!”  And so, Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai and a
band of his students departed Jerusalem, made the
trek to Yavneh and continued the study and practice
of Jerusalem.

Reb Yochanan believed that Vespasian would never
grant a wish of such magnitude as to cease the siege
upon Jerusalem.  He was not interested in personal
riches and gains.  Instead, he stared into the Jewish
future and believed that Yavneh was the key to con-
tinuing Jewish tradition.  And he was right!  Jerusalem
fell in 70, Masada 3 years later in 73.  But Reb
Yochanan’s vision enabled the study of Jewish wis-
dom to continue uninterrupted to build the bridge
between the world of Judaism with the Temple in
Jerusalem to a world without the ethnocentricity of the
Jewish capital.  The Talmudic period flourished until
the mid-5th century CE in Israel and through the mid-
6th century CE in Babylonia.  Talmudic law provided
the connection between the Biblical period and
medieval scholarship.  The Talmud is studied across
the world today including by a new group of BTBJ
Talmud students who are pursuing Daf Yomi, studying
1 page a day for a period of 7 ¼ years.  We all have
Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai to thank for saving
Judaism when it all could have come to an abrupt end
with the destruction of Jerusalem and the demolition
of the Second Temple.

Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai is a great inspiration and
role model for us today in this age of pandemic when
the world is changing all around us.  He showed us
how not to fear the inevitable but instead to figure out
options for continuing what is truly important.  We at
BTBJ have confidently followed in his footsteps.  With
the help of Zoom technology, life at BTBJ hasn’t
missed a beat as we have prayed, studied, gathered,
socialized, mourned, recited the Kaddish, celebrated
and observed key Jewish milestones and holidays
with our congregation for the past several months.

The Corona Pandemic has changed the way human-
ity experiences life throughout the world.  Suddenly
we’re doing things differently.  We’ve been forced out
of our comfort zones.  We’ve had to work, learn and
relate to each other differently.  The world will never
be the same again.  But if we adopt a bold attitude
about the future, we can seek to create a world that is
better than the one we knew.

This is not the first time humanity or the Jewish peo-
ple have had to deal with cataclysmic upheaval.
We’ve experienced the losses of 2 Temples, expul-
sions, oppressions, pogroms and the Holocaust.
Each time, we figured out a way to navigate through
the horrors to pick up the pieces afterwards.  Each
time we entered a new world after loss, facing the
future and the unknown with a courageous optimistic
attitude about the future!  This is how Judaism has
survived and flourished for 4 millennia.

A story about one such chapter in Jewish history that
occurred nearly 2000 years ago.

In 70 CE, the Romans laid siege to Jerusalem, intent
on destroying the Jewish commonwealth.

Talmud Gittin 56 relates the saga of how Rabbi
Yochanan ben Zakkai secreted out of Jerusalem
despite the siege and received an audience with the
Roman general Vespasian.  When Yochanan
approached Vespasian, he addressed him as
“Caesar”.  Vespasian was about to punish the rabbi
for disrespecting the actual Caesar when suddenly an
emissary from Rome approached and informed
Vespasian that in the wake of the Caesar’s death, he
had been named the new Caesar.  Instead of seeking
to punish ben Zakkai, now Vespasian was determined
to reward him for his prophetic skills.  “Ask me your
wish and it shall be granted”, offered the new
Emperor.  Whereupon ben Zakkai made the request
that has echoed across Jewish history, “Give me
Yavneh and its sages”.  Rabbi Yochanan was seek-
ing  a  small  yeshiva  school  in  Yavneh  to  continue 
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During that time our preschool, Hebrew school, teen
and adult students have all continued their studies.
We have celebrated many Bnai Mitzvah, graduated
our top preschool class, moved up our Hay class to
Kesher Teens and confirmed a dedicated class of 6
students who presented an admirable Confirmation
ceremony at Shavuot time.  Meditations, Quizzo,
BTBJ U and Daf Yomi have continued uninterrupted
on our computer screens.  Currently we are dis-
cussing our future with regards to when we can re-
open, how we can re-open, what safety features to
implement with our re-opening and what the High
Holiday season and next school year will look like.
Whatever complexion it takes, I have no doubt that
we will present new ideas with all the thoughtful think-
ing, planning, excitement and spirit that we can
muster.  I have no doubt that Jewish life will continue
for our BTBJ community in the best way we deem
possible.  We may see a combination of continuing
our Zoom computer offerings and gathering under
safe conditions in person.  When we consider the
future, let us remember the inspiration provided by
Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai when he entertained a
new world.  He did so with daring and confidence –
and look at all that he accomplished and allowed to
happen!  We must approach our future with the same
spirit of adventure and optimism as Rabbi Yochanan
employed!  May we prove as successful as he did
nearly 2000 years ago!  We must not be the first
Jewish generation who deemed the future undoable,
who assessed the challenges of the day to be
beyond our abilities!  May our leaders, our dreams
and our plans serve us well as we shape our future!
May we all develop and maintain a “can-do” attitude
as we strive to create a meaningful and fruitful future
for BTBJ!

A companion story to the first story of Rabbi
Yochanan ben Zakkai – Rabbi Yochanan anecdote
#2.

Avot de Rabbi Natan 4:5 relates of an episode that
occurred sometime after our aforementioned tale…

Once, Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai was walking with
his disciple, Rabbi Yehoshua, near Jerusalem after
the destruction of the Temple.  Rabbi Yehoshua
looked at the Temple ruins and said, “Alas for us!  The
place that atoned for the sins of the people Israel –
through the ritual of animal sacrifice – lies in ruins!”
Then Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai spoke to him these
words of comfort, “Be not grieved my son!  There is
another equally meritorious way of gaining atone-
ment even though the Temple is destroyed.  We can 

still gain atonement through deeds of lovingkindness,
as it is written (Hosea 6:6) ‘Lovingkindness I desire,
not sacrifice’ “.  

My friends, I’m excited about meeting the challenges
of the pandemic and concerns for safety for all as we
shape our future.  I’m inspired by not only Rabbi
Yochanan but by everyone who ever met the chal-
lenge of a new world head on instead of caving to
despair!  I’m certain the spirited life of Judaism will
continue at BTBJ in whatever forms it takes!  I hope
you will support our offerings.  Check out our services
and classes on line.  Support a minyan.  Help some-
one say Kaddish.  See what Daf Yomi is all about.  I
hope you will enjoy a safe and healthy summer sea-
son as we consider the fall and our future.  We are
heirs to 4000 years of Jews who figured out how to
navigate through their often-contentious lives and
remained Jewish while raising Jewish children.  We
owe it to our past and to our future to approach our
world as wisely, boldly and realistically as Rabbi
Yochanan ben Zakkai did in his time!  May we appre-
ciate our blessings, realize it could always be (and
has been) worse, and be determined to make
Judaism work during this latest historical upheaval.
Our future depends on it!

Remember – Rabbi Yochanan and so many others
who came before us and around us rose to the chal-
lenge and proved successful!  So can we!

Mazel Tov To: 
Alma and Dimitry Soroka on the birth of their

son, Maximus Soroka.

Dr. Laurence H. Belkoff, DO, MSc. FACOS as
the 2020 recipient of the AUA Residents and

Fellows Committee Teaching Award. Dr. Belkoff
is program director of the Main Line Health
Urology Residency Program and managing

partner of the UCSEPA division of 
MidLantic Urology.

Our Sincere Condolences to:
Amy Brosof and family on the passing of their

beloved stepmother and grandmother, 
Kathleen Mishkin.
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In the meantime, zoom into our virtual events this
summer from the comfort of your home, the beach,
or the pool…you’ll be happy that you did!

Closing the building from March until July, and
especially the ECC, certainly had an impact on our
budget.  We were fortunate to act quickly and were
one of the first synagogues in the region to receive
a PPP loan/grant from the government to help with
payroll expenses and support our staff during the
shut-down.  However, as you can imagine, our rev-
enues were lower than anticipated and we under-
stand that members of our community may be fac-
ing similar financial challenges themselves.  The
PPP process, and preparing our budget for the
upcoming year, was definitely a challenge, and I
want to thank finance chair Matt Schwenderman for
leading those efforts.  As we begin planning for the
2020-21 year, we hope that you will consider sup-
porting BTBJ in any way possible.  Our High
Holiday appeal will be as important as ever, and we
hope that you can help support the synagogue as
we rebound from a difficult year.  In addition, if you
are interested in becoming involved in a committee,
please reach out to me or Valarie Hurwitz with any
questions.  And, as always, I hope you will all con-
sider joining Men’s Club or Sisterhood, as these
affiliates help bring our congregants and congrega-
tion closer together.

Last, and certainly not least, I hope that we can all
participate in meaningful dialogue about systemic
racism in our country.  This is an important topic and
one that can help reshape the world for our children
and our children’s children, but WE must do some-
thing about it.  I encourage all of our committees -
including Men’s Club, Sisterhood, Social Action and
Congregational Learning - to work together to foster
a conversation at BTBJ regarding the past, the
present and the future of this important issue.

And remember that “obstacles in your way aren’t
meant to stop you; instead, they’re designed to
point the way to a new route, new possibilities, and
new doorways.”  I am fortunate to be surrounded by
an excellent leadership team and a wonderful con-
gregation, and I am confident that we will continue
to look for new ways to make BTBJ and our greater
community as strong and vibrant as ever.

Michael Drossner,
President

Well, this is not quite how I thought my term as
BTBJ President would begin, but I guess that it has
to begin somewhere!  I was always taught that you
should fight through obstacles and never let them
prevent you from getting things done.  There’s no
doubt that the COVID pandemic has been quite the
obstacle and I can promise you that we are getting
things done at BTBJ.  I am incredibly thankful for
the wonderful leadership of Nancy Center, our
immediate past President.  Over the past three
months, Nancy has been a pillar of strength while
we conducted multiple virtual meetings each week
discussing issues that have never crossed our
minds.   I enjoyed serving as Nancy’s executive vice
president for the past two years and appreciated
working with her, supporting her, talking to her and
watching her lead our synagogue.  Fortunately,
Nancy has followed in the footsteps of many BTBJ
past Presidents by remaining active and helping out
wherever and whenever we need her.  

As you may know, we created a “Back to BTBJ”
task force - led by Rich Gersh and Alana Dunoff - to
help us prepare for the opening of BTBJ to the con-
gregation.  The task force has met many, many
(many) times, virtually of course, and have
reviewed recommendations and guidelines from
various health and governmental agencies to help
manage the decision making process.  After exten-
sive research, we decided to open the Early
Childhood Center (“ECC”) in July to support our
families that need to return to the workforce, and we
are creating policies in order to keep the children,
their families and our staff as safe as possible.  At
this point, we have not yet decided when we will
open the building to the congregation at-large, and
we appreciate your patience as we continue to dis-
cuss how and when we will do that.
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Michael
Seeherman,
President

I am excited to take the reins of the BTBJ Men’s Club
this year. We have a great group of members being
led by an excellent team.  This year’s leadership
includes: President - Michael Seeherman, Vice
President Programming - Rich Schindler, Vice
President - Peter Ghosh, Secretary - Warren Chiara,
Treasurer - Jay Halbert, Immediate Past President -
David Barrist.  The board of directors includes: Robert
Slutsky, Arthur Verbit, Howard Cohen, Jonathan
Picker, Fred Weissberger, Steven Flaks, David
Kaganovsky, Brett Schwartz, Mark Levy, and Josh
Gayl. I have room to add directors as presidential
appointees if anyone is interested in getting more
involved on that level, but more on that later.

Let me introduce myself. I moved to the Philadelphia
area after meeting my wife Elisa. Shortly after we
were married, we moved to Wyndmoor and found
BTBJ as the little shul around the corner. We have
been members of BTBJ since our daughter Jemmi
was born in 2007. I grew up belonging to Temple
Israel in WIlkes-Barre, PA. Jewish communities in
small towns across Pennsylvania are typically tight
knit groups, and Wilkes-Barre was no different.
Everyone knew each other and looked out for each
other, especially in the shul. We had a synagogue
family, and I wanted my wife and daughter to also
have that feeling of having a synagogue family. I feel
we have found that community here at BTBJ. When
we first joined, Elisa and I were surprised to find that
we already knew some members, including childhood
friends and even a few relatives (including a cousin
connection we just learned of this year thanks to
Ancestry DNA).  We knew we had found a warm, wel-
coming haimishe shul to call home. 

The upcoming year will be full of challenges as well
as opportunities.The end of this past year is certainly
not what we expected. Our New York trip, Steak
Dinner, a distillery tour, and poker night all had to be
cancelled. In addition, our Restaurant Raffle where
we were selling chances to win $150 gift certificates
to 10 desired restaurants had to be suspended.  We
will continue this raffle into the upcoming year.  News
of a new draw date and list of participating restau-
rants will be forthcoming as we move to opening back
up in a post COVID-19 world. Looking ahead, we are
planning some events that will hopefully be able to be
held as they were in the past: Dinner in the Sukkah
with the Rabbi, Member Appreciation Dinner/Brunch
with a speaker, and Steak Dinner. Volunteering at
Northern Children Services helping underprivileged
youth, one of our most popular community service
programs will continue this year.  We will also host
other events intended to meet the needs and inter-
ests of our members. The ability and success of syn-
agogue programming and services in the virtual world
gave us great opportunities that we have never had
before. People who physically could not be present at
past programs no longer have this as a limitation. We
intend to include online programming as part of our
plan moving forward. Ultimately, we are looking for-
ward to the opportunity to hold some creative events.

I have heard from some of my friends that they do not
belong to a synagogue Men’s Club because they feel
it does not offer programming that is relevant to them.
The best way to ensure that personally meaningful
programming is offered is for you to get involved in
the planning of the programs. This is one of the pri-
mary reasons I got involved in Men’s Club almost thir-
teen years ago and then later joined the board. We
welcome anyone who would like to get involved to
join the board, join a committee or even just share an
Idea. You can reach me or the Men’s Club at btbjmen-
sclub@gmail.com.

B’Shalom,

Michael Seeherman
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Wendy Kurtz
President

Sisterhood
2019-2020
Chai-Lights

1. Over 60 women joined the BTBJ Sisterhood
this year.   Since the holidays started in late
September, Sisterhood held a Pizza Night at
Franzone’s so our members could catchup and
signup before the High Holiday season.  27 women
came out to spend time with friends as well as make
some new ones. 
2. Sisterhood began this year with Sipping and
Sushi in the Sukkah with Rabbi Roni.  It was cold
evening, so we started in the Sukkah for prayers and
wine, before moving into the social room, to partake
in some particularly good sushi, enjoying stories
about Women in Judaism.  It was a wonderful
evening.
3. Sisterhood’s “Opening” Event took place on
Nov. 11th.  We laughed through the evening as The
Word Maven’s entertained our members with their
humorous take on Jewish Holidays, customs and
Yiddishisims.   
4. The Sisterhood held a HipFit class led by the
owner of DanceFit in Chestnut Hill.  The Social Room
was jamming as 10 women got down to some oldies
but goodies. Hipfit is a fun way to exercise with
friends without feeling like you are exercising!
5. We treated our members to pizza, snacks and
the film “93 Queen”.  The movie was a documentary
about a group of Hassidic women who start their own
Ambulance Corp in New York.  The film tacks their
uphill battle along with their small successes in
achieving their goal.
6. We packed and delivered over 300 Mishloach
Manot bags in celebration of Purim, raising money
from this project to help support BTBJ. Thanks again
to all the congregants who participated-we couldn’t
have done it without you!  We hope that you enjoyed 

Happy Summer Everyone!
It definitely looks different but hopefully everyone is
getting outside and enjoying this beautiful weather!

We have some summer activities planned that we
hope everyone will take part in.  Cantor Benjamin is
happy to help us plan a kid based Quizzo.  We hope
to plan this for July.

In August, we are hoping to have a social distancing
picnic, where students can see their friends and get
excited for the upcoming school year.  Stay tuned for
upcoming dates for these events.

Please stay safe and healthy!  We miss seeing you!
As we look forward to the 2020-2021 school year, we
are ALWAYS looking for suggestions that  make BTBJ
the most amazing place to be!

Fondly-
Terri Rosen and Rachel Handis 
RSPSG Co-Chairs

your Israeli Tea and Honey Sticks.
8. Sisterhood Fundraising VPs and Presidents
assisted with the planning of the BTBJ Broadway
Gala.  Close to 200 members and friends attended
the fun song-filled evening.  There was toe tapping
and singing along to the shows that had a link to a
Jewish songwriter or producer.  Canter Benjamin
joined the cast of the 11th Hour Theater Company –
collectively, they wowed the crowd.   The fundraiser
raised over $30,000.  A huge thank you to those
Sisterhood members who helped plan and participat-
ed in the event.
9. Both the Sisterhood Breast Cancer
Awareness Program with Or Ami & the Woman of the
Year Wine Tasting event had to be postponed in
Spring 2020.  However the Pandemic did not stop
Sisterhood Programing.  We were able to hold 2 pro-
grams via Zoom. 

a. 24 women joined via Zoom for Baking
with Stephanie (Barrie) who helped us bake the most
yummy Mandel Bread.

b. BINGO brought out 30 women for a
fun evening and our winners won gift cards to
Amazon!  We hope to run the ZOOM BINGO again in
June.

Thank you to all the women who joined us this year -
we look forward to a wonderful in-person 2020-2021
calendar year! 



MAZEL TOV High School Graduates

Hope Barrist graduated Summa Cum Laude
from Plymouth Whitemarsh High School. During
her time in high School, Hope was a member of
the National Honor Society and was an AP
Scholar. She received the Donna Zuck Scholar
Athlete Award from the high school for her
efforts in the classroom and on the playing field.
Hope will be attending the University of Florida
in the Fall majoring in Advertising. 

Melissa Flaks graduated from Plymouth
Whitemarsh High School.  She is a member of
the National Honor Society and is a
Distinguished Honors Student.  Melissa is
attending the University of Pittsburgh and is
planning to major in Business.

Carly Green graduated with honors from
Plymouth Whitemarsh Highschool.  She
received the Plymouth Whitemarsh Leadership
Award and she will be attending Lehigh
University in the fall.   

Melanie Halbert graduated from Abington
Friends School on June 10, 2020 and will be
attending Muhlenberg College in the fall, where
she was awarded a Presidential Merit Award
and Talent Award for performing arts.  At AFS,
Melanie was the recipient of the Choral Music
Award for Service and Leadership.  She plans
to major in music at Muhlenberg. 

Talia Elyse Kaganovsky graduated from
Plymouth Whitemarsh High School. She is a
member of the National Honor Society and is
part of the regional board of BBYO. Talia will be
attending the University of Pittsburgh in the Fall.
We are incredibly proud of her hard work and
accomplishments!

Tova Esther Kahan, granddaughter of Steve
Saks graduated from Ida Crown Jewish
Academy in Skokie, Illinois.
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Sam Levy graduated from Wissahickon High
School. Sam plans to major in Actuarial Science
at  Binghamton University as part of the
Scholars Program and Source Project. He
received the President's Scholarship.

Becca Schindler graduated with Distinguished
Honors from Plymouth Whitemarsh High
School. She is a member of the National Honor
Society. Becca will be attending the University
of Maryland, Smith School of Business.

Emma Schwenderman graduated from
Springside Chestnut Hill Academy. She is going
to Northeastern University into the Northeastern
Explore Program and Emma received the
Dean’s Scholarship.

Maya Schwenderman graduated from
Springside Chestnut Hill Academy. She is going
to Quinnipiac University into their School of
Health Sciences BS/Doctor of Physical Therapy
(DPT) degree program and received the Trustee
Award Scholarship.

Jake Valentine graduated from Plymouth
Whitemarsh High School and will be attending
Washington University in St. Louis this fall. He
plans to major in Computer Science.

Ben Yuter graduated magna cum laude from
Plymouth Whitemarsh High School. Ben was on
the varsity ice hockey team as the goalie. The
team won the championship this year. He
placed first at regional and state DECA competi-
tions - COVID prevented national trip. Ben to
attend Bentley University this fall to study
Finance. He received Bentley University
Director’s Scholarship and Bentley University
Gary Merrill Award Scholarship as well as other
scholarships.



Congregational Learning
Committee Presents...

Todd Herzog
Virtual Concert

Save the Date
Sunday, 

August 2, 2020
7:00 p.m.

MAZEL TOV COLLEGE GRADUATES Todd Herzog Concert

8

Andie Belkoff, daughter of Sherri and Larry
Belkoff, recently graduated from Drexel
University/College of Medicine. She will begin a
Residency in Psychiatry at Thomas Jefferson
University Hospital in Philadelphia.

Congratulations to Alexis Bryan on graduating
cum laude from Tulane University. Alexis
received a BS in public health and will be
attending Columbia University for her MPH in
Epidemiology.

Congratulations to our son, Aaron Gersh, for
his graduation from Penn State, Schreyers
Honors College and Smeal College of Business
with a Bachelor of Science in Actuarial Sciences
and a minor in Economics. Dad and I couldn't
be prouder of all that you have accomplished -
graduating Summa Cum Laude with honors,
passing four actuarial exams, and securing a
job with PricewaterhouseCoopers in Manhattan
in the fall! We love you!!!

Congratulations to Roni Bracha Kahan, grand-
daughter of Steve Saks, for receiving a
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Stern
College of Yeshiva University 
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Congregational Learning (CL) Summer Offerings
Another deep dive question Rabbi Stone answered
had us looking at what does the word or concept of
God mean to each of us. He explained that God acts
as a placeholder to bear the burden of the other, and
allows for loving kindness. When we enact God’s will
in this world, through mitzvot, which are the means of
achieving the goal of holiness, we are led along the
path of ‘loving your neighbor as yourself’.

This class had much information to process, and
learn. One of the last take-aways we heard from
Rabbi Stone was that the goal of Mussar is to fix our-
selves so that we can be a more effective person in
our family, community and the world. The way of
Mussar is to show compassion for others, while con-
tinuing to focus on our own Mussar practice of study-
ing Torah, doing mitzvot, or good deeds, and striving
to always to be a better person.

Interested in learning more about Mussar, but not
quite ready to commit to the full curriculum? Hazzan
Naomi Hirsch can offer a five session course called
Seeds of Mussar, if we have enough interest. Please
contact Sarah Ghosh (sarah@ghosh.us) or Rabbi
Roni for more information.

What can you expect from CL this summer?
While dates are being worked out, the CL committee
is hard at work trying to put together summer pro-
gramming during Covid-19.  As such, unless noted,
our programs will remain virtual. Programming is also
being planned for the upcoming year, and we are
excited to share it with you soon!

Keep a look out for a virtual book club with Rabbi
Roni this summer, a Feng Shui program starting next
month, and a return of our amazing artist in residence
Todd Herzog for a virtual concert! We are continuing
with our Mussar series, entering into the fourth
semester!  If interested in finding out more about
Mussar, we are looking to bring an introduction
course to Mussar: Seeds of Mussar, which will be five
classes.

Interested in learning, and/or want to suggest a
topic?  Contact Sarah Ghosh (sarah@ghosh.us) with
your ideas.  Please consider joining the CL commit-
tee, we are always looking for new ideas to engage
with our congregation.

Contemporary Mussar Up Close-A student’s perspective

Out of a class of eight, five of us from BTBJ have now
been studying Mussar for three semesters. During
those two hours each Monday, we get together as a
group, or Va’ad, and share our thoughts and impres-
sions of our text, Mesillat Yesharim (The Path of the
Upright) which has modern commentary by Rabbi Ira
Stone. Rabbi Stone provides leadership on Mussar
through the Center for Contemporary Mussar, and the
organization provides classes and gatherings to study
contemporary Mussar for all levels. The textbook will
be our companion for the next few years of our
Mussar program, with other texts being added to the
mix.

Rabbi Stone joined our Zoom session last month at
the invitation of our Madricha (teacher) Hazzan
Naomi Hirsch.  We were completely engrossed listen-
ing to his responses to our questions that he had
been given in advance, and he spoke for more than
an hour. It was the first time I had heard him speak,
and I found him to be thoughtful and knowledgeable
about all of our questions.

How did Rabbi Stone conceive of Mussar in the mod-
ern day, and come to interpret the Jewish philosopher
(known as Ramchal), Moses Hayyim Luzzatto’s book
Mesillat Yesharim in the 21st century? Rabbi Stone
had a goal of opening up and making the words of the
18th century scholar meaningful and relevant to
today’s Jews. He created an outlet for ethics and
morals that his students could put into place as part
of day to day living. He was heavily influenced by the
French philosopher, Emmanuel Levinas, who wrote
about the encounter with an other (what we define as
the person we are interacting with at a particular
moment in time).

A discussion was led by Rabbi Stone on how the the-
ology of Mussar was one of the important elements to
contemporizing Ramchal’s work.  Rabbi Stone looked
at creation, revelation, and redemption to understand
our relationship to spirituality and God. It was impor-
tant for us to understand, he explained, that we
reduce the value of the stories of our texts if we take
them only literally, and do not look at them also
metaphorically. He found that we understand, through
the Creation story, that life is a gift and our response
as human beings should be gratitude. Revelation was
explained as the events that occurred at Mount Sinai,
and the realization that we are responsible for each
other.  Lastly, through redemption, we can experience
the joy and positive outcome of bearing the burden of
the other.



SOCIAL ACTION  
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We wanted to say thank you to our entire
BTBJ community for your overwhelming support
during our social action campaign to support our
healthcare heroes.  Thanks to your generosity we
were able to provide meals to 6 different congre-
gation affiliated facilities - Temple Hospital,
Temple Emergency Room, Abington Emergency
Room, Dunwoody Village, Roosevelt
Rehabilitation Center, and Hospital of the

University of Pennsylvania. We provided a meal
and some love to over 300 healthcare heroes in
our region.  Our BTBJ community also made over
200 cards that were distributed to those facilities.
And finally, we supported 2 local congregation
affiliated restaurants to provide the food- Lee's
Hoagies and The Bagel House. 
A win-win-win. 



Preschool Graduation 
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Preschool Graduation Car Parade 
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Preschool Graduation Car Parade
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MEMORIAL FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Abrams and family

Norman Erenberg
Ms. Marcy Bacine

Florence Kobran
Mr. and Mrs. Joff Barbash and family

Marsi Breslau
Mrs. Debbie Benish and family

David Benish
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Benjamin

Esther Gold
Ms. Joyce Block

Oscar Block
Miriam Block

Ms. Randee Borasky
Marc A. Borasky

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Cohen and family
Kathleen Mishkin

Mr. and Mrs. Brett Dubin and family
Ronald A. Kodish

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and family
Hyman Diamond
Virginia Galandak
Randi Katz
Kathleen Mishkin

Mr. and Mrs. Bennett Fishbein
Sylvia Kaufman
Raphael Ezekiel

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Green and family
David Green
Eleanor Wolf

Ms. Gail Handler
Rose Strauss

Mrs. Cindy Harris and family
Jay Barry Harris
Nathaniel Harris
Roslyn Harris
Lester B. Kauffman

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Hochbaum and family
Jeffrey Licht
Betty Hochbaum

Mr. and Mrs. Barry Hochman
Max Hochman

Dr. and Mrs. Gordon Hodas and family
Rosalie Silbert

Mr. and Mrs. David Ingber
Samuel Mann

Ms. Marni Kanze
Jules Rosenberg

Ms. Ellen Klein
Gloria Gordon
Juliette Fox

Ms. Florence Kuritz
Benjamin Sutow

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Lewis and family
Allan Lewis

Ms. Eileen Lowenstein
Richard J. Lowenstein
Harry Lowenstein

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Lundy and family
Kathleen Mishkin

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Madvedoff and family
Francine Sandler

Mr. and Mrs. Brett Neiderman and family
Francine Sandler

The Mandel Family
Samuel Mandel, MD

Mr. and Mrs. David Nuddle and family
Barbara A. Nuddle-Miede

Mr. Michael Ostrofsky
Gert Ostrofsky
Sonny Ostrofsky

The Polinsky/Cohen Family
Helen Mazen

Mrs. Susan Rees
Kathleen Mishkin
Georgia Litwack

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Saks
Amy Meryl Kahan

Ms. Sandy Sandos
Irwin Sandos
Raymond Lorber

Mrs. Doreen Shumsky
Samuel Klamon
Delores Rose

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Smith and family
Isadore Seltzer

Mrs. Marla Sones and family
Kathleen Mishkin

Mr. and Mrs. Joel Udell
Ethel Udell

Mrs. Amy H. Veloric
Ruth H. Hollander

Mr. Robert Wachs and Ms. Ellen Braun
Charles Chester Braun

Ms. Beth Waxler
Roscoe Waxler

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Weissberger and family
Joseph Bloom
Fannie Bloom
Jerome Jacobson
Harry Weissberger

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
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MEMORIAL FUND (CONTINUED)
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Wenzel

Solomon Eisbart
The Zacharjasz Family

Gloria Moskowitz
Luis Antonio Cortes
Merle Moskowitz

Mrs. Naomi Zipkin and family
Morris Feder

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
Ms. Marla Sones and family

Mazel tov to the Ghosh family on the 
occasion of Juliana’s Bat Mitzvah

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Schwenderman and family
Thanking Larry Rosen for the beautiful and 
special dog painting

Mrs. Marsha Yankelev
Thanking Jan Zacharjasz for sharing her 
resiliency knowledge and skills with others. 
It’s been a real gift

BLUM FAMILY TEENS TOGETHER FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and family

In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Juliana Ghosh
EDUCATIONAL ENRICHMENT FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Flaks and family

In memory of Kathleen Mishkin
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Risler and family

In appreciation of Sisterhood for beautifully 
inspiring such a sense of community 
especially during this challenging time with
the wonderful zoom baking activity. Special 
personal thank you to Beth and Gaby Beitler 
for so thoughtfully baking and delivering 
challahs.

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Chiara and family
Thanking Nancy Center for her hard work 
and dedication as president of BTBJ
Thanking David Barrist for his dedication and
hard work as president of the Men’s Club for 
the past two years
Thanking Marla Sones for her vision, hard 
work and dedication as chair of the 
Congregational Learning Committee

LINDA JOY GRIFE YAD L’YAD FUND
The Engleman Family

In memory of Kathleen Mishkin
Mrs. Susan Rees

Mazel Tov to Rabbi Grife on the marriage of 
his daughter, Alana to Ofir

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Tabak and family
In memory of Kathleen Mishkin

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Weissberger and family
In memory of Getelle M. Prouser

Mr. and Mrs. Jordan Yuter and family
Thanking Rabbi Grife for Mishaberach
prayers

HONOR FUND
Mr. Brett Barenholtz

Mazel Tov to the Meltzer family on the 
occasion of Elana’s Bat Mitzvah

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Handis and family
In honor of the Confirmation of 
Rayna Handis, Zoe Gittleman, 
Julia Levinson, Halle Schwartzman, 
Bryan Schecter, Dylan Smith

Ms. Marla Sones
Mazel Tov to Scott and Heather Brucker on 
the occasion of Matthew’s Bar Mitzvah

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and family
Mazel Tov to Sherri and Larry Belkoff on 
Andee’s graduation from medical school

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Smith and family
In honor of Dylan’s Confirmation

PRESCHOOL FUND
BTBJ Early Childhood Center

In memory of Frances Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Hochbaum and family

In memory of Frances Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Madvedoff and family

In memory of Joan Hockman
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Oglensky

In memory of Frances Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Simmens

In memory of Arthur Nissen
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Taylor and family

In memory of Frances Miller
SCHWENDERMAN RELIGIOUS SCHOOL TUITION FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Schwenderman and family

In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Juliana Ghosh
CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Mr. and Mrs Jared Hay and family

Thanking Cantor Benjamin for his help with 
Matthew’s Bar Mitzvah

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Jared Hay and family

Thanking Rabbi Grife for his help with 
Matthew’s Bar Mitzvah
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Become part of our Camp 
Become part of our 

Camp Green Lane family!

EXCITING SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND OUT-OF-CAMP TRIPS

Located in Green Lane, PA

CAMP 
GREEN
LANE

“Where Happiness Counts”

215-234-9211
info@greenlane.com
www.greenlane.com

Melissa and Jay Freedman and Rene and 
Adam Weiner

Owners / Directors

Coed, residential, 7 week camp
for ages 6-16.

Half session available.
Full athletic, arts, adventure, and

waterfront programs

Experts in creating 
memories and friendships 

that last a lifetime, 
since 1926

The Schiff Dental Group
813 Bethlehem Pike, Erdenheim, PA 19038
215-233-1163
theschiffdentalgroup.com

  Dentistry

Outstanding patient care  is our mission.

As a group of highly respected dental specialists, general 
practitioners, and staff, we can deliver the finest dental care 
no matter how complex your needs. From implant dentistry, 
periodontal treatment, restorative and preventive care, to 
pediatric and award-winning cosmetic dentistry, we help you 
attain and maintain optimal dental health! Having built one of 

the finest state-of-the-art facilities in the Delaware Valley, we 
invite you and your family to visit our office and experience 
for yourselves the difference exceptional dentistry can make 
in your lives.

Pictured (Left to Right): Dr. Jonathan Rothbart, Dr. Yoonkyung Oh, Dr. Jill Zurek, Top Dentist 
2014, Dr. Lawrence Schiff, Top Dentist 2010, 2012, 2014, Dr. Richard Titlebaum, Top Dentist 
2014, Dr. Jill Moniz, Dr. Jonathan Waasdorp, Top Dentist 2014
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Steve DelCarlino
Travel Planning Advisor 
(610)368-0908 | (833)578-7285
www.delstravelcompany.com
steve.delcarlino@cruiseplanners.com

Roosevelt
 Memorial Park

A Dignity Memorial Provider

NEW DEVELOPMENT AVAILABLE
JEWISH INNER FAITH COUPLES WELCOME 

PRE-PLANNING IS EASY 
Your Children Will Love You For It!

10% PRENEED SAVINGS
Contact Doreen Berest   (215) 219-9293

Doreen.Berest@DignityMemorial.com
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Contact Jules Rosenman to place an ad today! 
jrosenman@lpiseniors.com or (800) 477-4574 x6421 

For more information
call LPI Today 800-477-4574



FRIDAY, JULY 3
Light Candles.................................................8:15 pm
NO SERVICES

SATURDAY, JULY 4
Services.......................................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, JULY 10
Light Candles.................................................8:13 pm
NO SERVICES

SATURDAY, JULY 11
Services.......................................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, JULY 17
Light Candles.................................................8:09 pm
NO SERVICES

SATURDAY, JULY 18
Services.......................................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, JULY 24
Light candles..................................................8:04 pm
NO SERVICES

SATURDAY, JULY 25
Services.......................................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, JULY 31
Light candles..................................................7:57 pm
NO SERVICES

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1
Services.......................................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7
Light candles..................................................7:49 pm
NO SERVICES

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8
Services.......................................................10:00 am

SCHEDULE of SERVICES SCHEDULE of SERVICES

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14
Light candles..................................................7:40 pm
NO SERVICES

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15
Services.......................................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21
Light candles..................................................7:30 pm
NO SERVICES

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22
Services.......................................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, AUGUST 28
Light candles..................................................7:20 pm
Services.........................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29
Services.........................................................9:00 am
Matthew Hay, son of Melanie and Jared Hay will be 

called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
Light candles..................................................7:08 pm
Services.........................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
Services.........................................................9:30 am
Minha Services...............................................5:00 pm
Evan Spector, son of Alison and Michael Spector will

be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
Light candles..................................................6:57 pm
Services.........................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
Services.........................................................9:30 am
Joshua Barrie, son of Stephanie Barrie and Michael

Barrie will be called to theTorah as a Bar Mitzvah


