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Blessing For Putting on a Mask

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha-olam, asher keed’shanu b’meetzvotav,  
v’tzeevanu al sh’meerat ha-nefesh. 

You are bountiful, Infinite our God, majesty of space and time, who has sanctified us with 
divine commandments and has commanded us about protecting life. 

By Rabbi Michael Knopf 
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OCTOBER 2021 EVENTS
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Rel. Sch. 9:30 am 31
Minyan 9:30 am

25 26 27 28 29 30

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

Erev Chanukah 28
Minyan 9:30 am   

Chanukah Day 1  29 Chanukah Day 2 30

Services 6:30 pm Services 9:30 am 
Bar Mitzvah of
Eli Beitler 

Minyan 9:30 am 
Religious School
9:30 am 
Youth Event 1:00 pm 

Mussar Class 7:00 pm

Mussar Class 7:00 pm

Minyan 9:30 am 
Religious School 
9:30 am 
Sundays with Rabbi 
10:30 am 
Youth Event 1 pm 

Mussar Class 7:00 pm  Religious School  
4:15 pm 
Adult Trope 7:00 pm 

ECC Closed for all 
Teacher In-Service  
Rel. Sch. 4:15 pm 
BTBJ University 7 pm

Mussar Class 7:00 pm

Rel. Sch. 4:15 pm 
Adult Trope 7 pm

Kesher Teens/Hay 
Class 6:30 pm 

Better Together/Dalet 
Class 6:30 pm 

Minyan 7:30 am 
Beginner’s Hebrew 
8:30 am 
Rabbi Roni’s Salon 
7:00 pm 

Services 6:30 pm

Services 6:30 pm

Services 9:30 am 
Bat Mitzvah of Holly 
Boegner
Junior Cong.
10:30 am 

Services 9:30 am 

Dalet and Hay Class
6:30 pm 

Minyan 7:30 am 
Daf Yomi 7:00 pm Services 6:30 pm 

Services 9:30 am 
Bat Mitzvah of
Brenna Fox 
ECC PSG Virtual 
Parent Game Night 
7:00 pm 

Minyan 9:30 am      14
Rel. School 9:30 am 
Social Action Sunday 
1:00 pm 

Religious School
4:15 pm 
BTBJ U 7:00 pm

Better Together/Dalet 
Religious School
6:30 pm 
Kesher Teens 6:30 pm 
Daf Yomi 7:15 pm 

Minyan 7:30 am 
Beginner’s Hebrew  
8:30 am 
Board Meeting 7:15 pm 

Services 6:30 pm Services 9:30 am 
Jr. Cong. 10:30 am 
Torah Study 11:15 pm 

Minyan 9:30 am 
Religious School
9:30 am 
Parent Series 10:30 am 
Men’s Club Eagles 
Watch Party 1 pm 

Mussar Class 7:00 pm Minyan 7:30 am 
Daf Yomi 7:00 pm 

First Tuesday 
Religious School
4:15 pm 
BTBJ U 7:00 pm 

First Kesher Teens and 
Hay Class 6:30 pm 
Daf Yomi 7:15 pm 

Minyan 7:30 am
Beginner’s Hebrew 
8:30 am 
Rabbi Roni’s Salon 
7:00 pm 

Services 6:30 pm Services 9:30 am 
Bar Mitzvah of
Noah Rigberg 
Jr. Cong. 10:30 am 

Mussar Class 7:00 pm Religious School  
4:15 pm 
Adult Trope 7 pm 

Thanksgiving Day 
ECC closed to all Services 6:30 pm 

ECC Closed to all 

Services 9:30 am 

Religious School
4:15 pm 
BTBJ U 7:00 pm

Mussar Class 7:00 pm 

Rel. Sch. 4:15 pm 
Adult Trope 7:00 pm 
ECC Back to School 
Night 7:30 pm 

Minyan 9:30 am    10
Rel. School 9:30 am 
Sundays with Rabbi 
10:30 am 
Men’s Club Bike Ride 
11:00 am 
ECC PSG Movie 3 pm 

Dalet/Hay Religious 
School 6:30 pm 

Minyan 7:30 am 
Daf Yomi 7:00 pm 

Services 6:30 pm 
Services 9:30 am 
Bat Mitzvah of
Tamar Handis 

Minyan 9:30 am 
Rel.Sch. 9:30 am 
Volunteers For Israel 
Brunch 10:30 am 
BTBJ Supper Club
4:00 pm 

Mussar Class 7:00 pm Religious School
4:15 pm 
BTBJ University 7 pm 

Kesher Teens/Hay 
Class 6:30 pm 
Daf Yomi 7:15 pm 

Minyan 7:30 am 
Beginner’s Hebrew 
8:30 am 
Board Meeting
7:15 pm 

ECC Tot Shabbat 
Service and Dinner 
6:00 pm 
Services 6:30 pm 

Services 9:30 am 
Junior Cong. 10:30 am 
Torah Study Session 
11:15 am 

                    NOVEMBER 2021 EVENTS

Minyan 9:30 am     24
Rel. School 9:30 am 
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Rosh Hashanah 5782 – 

Day 1 – Sermon 
Think Again 

 
 

That day Dodge prevailed because of his mental fit-
ness.  In the face of this life-threatening situation, 
Dodge survived because he abandoned all that expe-
rience had taught him and dared to try something 
new.  That “something new” saved his life! 
Story #2 is about a pioneer in modern technology – 
Mike Lazaridis.  He invented the Blackberry as a wire-
less communication device for sending and receiving 
e-mails.   
By the summer of 2009, the Blackberry accounted for 
nearly half of the United States smart phone market.
But by 2014, its market share had plummeted to less 
than 1 percent. 
Why?  What went wrong? 
At the height of its popularity Lazaridis was confront-
ed with the idea of altering the Blackberry to trans-
form it into the upcoming I-Phone.  He was told that 
the future laid in a device that did much more than 
deal with e-mails. But Mike didn’t believe in it.  He 
trusted his great success and refused to consider a 
different approach.  The result was that the 
Blackberry failed to adapt and eventually became a 
dinosaur compared to all that the I-Phones are capa-
ble of doing today.  How many people spend great 
portions of their lives literally “staring into their 
phones!”  Lazaridis didn’t rethink his initial achieve-
ments.  It cost him dearly. 
2 stories.  Wagner Dodge literally saved his life by 
rethinking the situation.  Mike Lazaradis literally lost 
the jump on the future by not rethinking the 
Blackberry and transforming it into the I-Phone. 
Why do we often resist change?  What does it take to 
get us to rethink and consider a new approach and 
tactic in pursuit of greater success?   
Adam Grant is the author of Think Again.  He discuss-
es the reasons why we often “stick to our guns” and 
when we should really “think again”.  I want to share 
with you some of his central ideas in an effort to move 
us to consider our lives and the world around us so 
that we can develop the best possible strategies on 
when we should stay the course and when we should 
reconsider what we are doing. 
Grant says that often we take on the life roles of being 
preachers, prosecutors and politicians.  Again, there 
are proven and sound reasons to act so when the sit-
uation warrants these types of behavior. 
We become preachers in life when our sacred beliefs 
are challenged and in jeopardy.  We feel the need to 
protect and promote our ideals and all we believe to 
be true.  We often wind up preaching to others to 
sway them to our perspective. 

Shana Tova everyone!  How does Judaism encour-
age us to begin the New Year?  We are urged to 
rededicate ourselves to a meaningful life no matter 
how far we may have previously strayed from the 
ideal path.  We are also urged to change, adapt and 
grow to allow us to live more meritoriously this year.  
All of us know that this isn’t so easy to do.  So, how 
do we know when we should stay on the beaten path 
and when it’s time to strike out in a new direction?  
This wisdom can be very difficult to come by. 
Therefore, the question before us today is when 
should we stick with what we believe and when 
should we dare to make a change? 
Here are 2 stories about when to stay put because we 
believe what we are doing to be right and when to 
dare to abandon our experience in favor of new think-
ing.
Are we aware of who the Smokejumpers are and 
what they do? 
Story #1 is about one of the most legendary of fire-
fighters – Wagner Dodge. 
On August 5, 1949, a wildfire was reported in the 
Mann Gulch in the state of Montana.  16 firefighters 
aged 17 to 23 led by Wagner Dodge parachuted from 
a plane to battle the fire.  Their primary concern was 
to dig ditches to box the fire in to prevent it from claim-
ing further damage.   
Dodge immediately switched tactics from fight to 
flight.  Then, Dodge did something that went against 
the grain of everything he knew and left the others 
utterly baffled.  Suddenly, instead of trying to outrun 
the fire he stopped and kindled a new one.  His crew 
thought him mad and stopped following him.  But 
what the smokejumpers didn’t understand was that 
Dodge had devised a sudden survival strategy – he 
was building an escape fire.  By burning the grass 
ahead of him, he cleared the area of fuel for the wild-
fire to feed on.  He then laid down in the charred area.  
As the wildfire raged above him, he survived in the 
oxygen close to the ground. 
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We become prosecutors when we believe the reason-
ing and actions of others to be flawed.  We do all we 
can to prove that they are wrong and that we are 
right.  We believe by accomplishing this we are help-
ing ourselves as well as others see the truth and what 
is best. 
Finally, we become politicians when we seek to win 
over an audience and gain followers and adherents.  
We lobby for the approval of others because we 
believe that we are pursuing the correct course of 
action.
We all assume these roles from time to time in life.  At 
times these roles are perhaps the best way we know 
to live and to relate to others and life situations. 
However, the risk we run in doing so often threatens 
our well-being and success.  As Grant opines,  
We become so wrapped up in in preaching that we 
are right, prosecuting others who are wrong and poli-
ticking for support that we don’t bother or become 
able to rethink our own views which would allow us to 
adapt the best strategy for the times! 
Therefore, as the New Year begins, let us dare to 
think again, reconsider and allow for change and 
progress for the betterment of all! 
As Grant terms it, to do this we should consider when 
to stop preaching, prosecuting and politicking in favor 
of becoming scientists. 
Acting scientifically moves us towards searching for 
the truth.  Instead of holding our ground, our beliefs 
and our routines, we open ourselves up to worlds of 
new possibilities that can enhance our attitudes and 
lives.  In a rapidly changing world with an exponential-
ly growing amount of data that comes our way, 
rethinking is a valuable tool to keep up with the times! 
At times we pride ourselves on being good thinkers.
This is great… until feeling good about thinking 
makes us worse at rethinking! 
Grant suggests that acting like a scientist moves us to 
become actively open-minded.  It challenges us to 
search for reasons why we might be wrong – not for 
reasons why we must be right – and allows us to 
revise our views based on what we learn by rethink-
ing.
Now let us consider how different this is from accus-
tomed roles of being preachers, prosecutors and 
politicians.
The preacher within us can see changing one’s mind 
as an act of moral weakness.  The prosecutor within 
can see changing one’s mind as admitting defeat.  
The politician within feels accused of flip-flopping and 
not sticking to one’s guns. The act of rethinking chal-
lenges our desire to feel and be right.  But when it 
inhibits us from progressing, these behaviors are a

detriment.  The purpose of learning shouldn’t be to 
affirm one’s beliefs because sometimes our beliefs 
and actions no longer prove effective.  The purpose of 
learning should be to allow our beliefs to evolve in 
light of rethinking and new information. 
Grant contends that scientists and artists who proved 
more capable of cognitive flexibility often became 
more creative because of their ability to change their 
points of view in light of more helpful information.   
Maimonides was arguably one of the most brilliant 
and learned Jews of all time.  Yet, Maimonides was 
known to say… 
Teach yourself to say ‘I do not know’ for that is the 
beginning of all knowledge!
If Maimonides could humbly embrace rethinking, so 
can we! 
Where would we be if God hadn’t rethought certain 
key situations?  Would the Jewish people even be 
here at all? 
Genesis 18.  God wonders aloud… 
Shall I hide from Abraham that which I am about to 
do?  For I am going to destroy the cities of Sodom & 
Gomorrah because of their wicked ways… and I won-
der how Abraham will react to this?
Sure enough, Abraham hears of the imminent 
destruction and takes God to task because of it…
Abraham challenges God by asking… 
Will you destroy the innocent with the wicked?  
Perhaps 50 righteous people can be found within the 
cities.  Will you destroy them too? 
Whereupon God rethinks and even goes further by 
responding to Abraham, “If we can find 50 righteous 
people among the wicked, I will save everyone!”  The 
point here is what would have happened to God and 
Abraham’s relationship if God hadn’t rethought the 
situation?  Abraham and all the people in those cities 
might be dead and Jewish life would have ended in 1 
generation!  But thanks to God rethinking the matter, 
we are proud to be here 4000 years later! 
One final Torah example.   
In Exodus chapter 32, God is angry with the Israelites 
who built the Golden Calf while Moshe was away 
upon Mt. Sinai receiving the Torah.  Whereupon God 
tells Moshe… 
Let me destroy the Israelites as they are a stubborn 
people and will give us much trouble in the future.  I 
will create a new people and we’ll hopefully fare bet-
ter with them! 
Imagine for a moment that Moshe had responded, 
“God… great idea!  These people are one tough 
crowd!  Yes, let’s get rid of them and try again!”
If he had, the Jewish people might have died en 
masse  in the  desert 3200  years ago.  But  Moshe  
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challenges God and defends the people.  Thankfully, 
God rethinks the situation, punishes the builders of 
the Golden Calf but the people survive, rally around 
Joshua and enter the Promised Land to continue 
Jewish life through our times!  Now here we are joy-
fully welcoming the New Year!  Thankfully! 
The world is filled with great leaders who distin-
guished themselves by staying the course but also by 
those who dared to rethink the status quo.  Our con-
victions define us and allow us to build a backbone of 
moral fiber.  But Grant argues that our convictions can 
hamper us if they lock us in prisons of our own mak-
ing.  The answer is not to lose our best selves but to 
further the development of ourselves by the ability to 
rethink and consider new options.  By doing so, we 
allow humility and not pride to take us to better 
places.  Although our strategies might evolve, our 
identity will endure.   
So may it be with us as we wrestle with a rapidly 
changing world as Jews, Americans and human 
beings!
The joy of being wrong.  How often do we greet our 
mistakes with joy because as the adage says, our 
mistakes are but stepping stones to better living! 
Psychologist and Nobel Prize winner Daniel 
Kahneman - when he discovered the information that 
ran counter to his work, the story is told that his eyes 
lit up and a huge grin spread on his face!... 
That was wonderful! he said.  I was wrong!
How often do we react to our mistakes with a sense 
of joy coupled with a desire to rethink, reassess, re-
evaluate, relearn and grow! 
When asked about why he was so happy to have 
been proven wrong, Danny responded… 
I so enjoy discovering when I am wrong because it 
means that now I am less wrong than before! 
Is this sentiment and reaction something that could 
elate us when we find out that we were wrong? 
Orville and Wilbur Wright are known for successfully 
building the first airplane that worked.  Their initial 
flight at Kitty Hawk is legendary.  The brothers argued 
incessantly about everything but without malice.  
They were masters of having intense task conflict but 
without relationship conflict.  Prior to the day of their 
inaugural flight, they had been having great trouble 
over getting the airplane’s propeller to function cor-
rectly and argued greatly about it.  After mulling the 
problem over the night before, each showed up the 
following morning arguing against his own idea, pre-
ferring to be open that his brother was indeed right!

When they shifted away from preaching, prosecuting 
and politicking, they transformed into scientific mode.
Together they concluded that the problem with the 
plane was not the design of the propeller; it was that 
their plane required 2 propellers to function correctly.  
Because they were able to rethink and care less 
about being wrong but more about learning what was 
right, on December 17, 1903 at Kitty Hawk, North 
Carolina, Wilbur and Orville Wright flew into history. 
My friends, as we usher in the new Jewish year of 
5782, we too are poised to fly into history and into the 
future!
Today is as good a day as any to ask ourselves… 
How will we live this year?  Will we tend to protect 
ourselves behind what we know and believe and per-
petuate our feelings of confidence in who we are?  Or 
will we dare to be humble yet great enough to ques-
tion and rethink our identities, attitudes and behav-
iors, knowing that we weren’t always right and a suc-
cessful future could very well lie in learning what we 
haven’t considered.  It takes great strength to hold 
onto one’s convictions.  Sometimes, it takes a greater 
strength to question them and to dare and rethink 
what we’ve always believed and how we’ve always 
approached life! 
The Bible teaches – Lakol Zman – There is a time for 
everything!
This year, may we understand what it means to 
preach, prosecute and politick and may we be cog-
nizant of when we assume those roles, believing that 
we are justifiable in doing so.  When we do so, may 
we continue with conviction until rethinking and new 
information leads us to question what we are doing.  
May we further appreciate the value of scientific 
inquiry, bent on the desire to rethink, learn anew and 
appreciate new facts, wherever they may lead us.   
May we dare to assume a confident sense of humility 
by saying, “I know that I am not always right.  Let the 
value of rethinking, rather than being a shortcoming, 
give me the power to reconsider, relearn and become 
smarter and righter than I thought I was before. 
The New Year will be filled with a wide spectrum of 
opportunities to reconsider, rethink, develop, change, 
learn and grow.  How will we react to them?  By shut-
ting down or by opening up?  How will we react to oth-
ers who dare to rethink?  Will we criticize or support 
them?  May we take advantage of rethinking when it 
can lead us to loftier places! 
Wishing us a year of health and happiness, love and 
joy, new opportunities, new perspectives and new 
achievements!
Most importantly, I wish us all a year of peace… 
AMEN!!
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From the Desk of Rabbi Roni Handler     Religious School Pics
 

Rabbi Roni Handler 
Associate Rabbi/ 

Director of 
Congregational 

Learning

What a joy it was to celebrate the chagim/holidays 
with our community this year! From high holiday 
children’s services in our tents and playgrounds to 
Sukkot celebrations both at BTBJ and in congre-
gant homes, it was delightful to greet one another 
as we ushered in the new year 5782. Thank you to 
our teachers, synagogue staff and volunteers who 
helped make our high holiday celebrations possi-
ble!

We now enter the Hebrew month of Heshvan, 
which is sometimes called mar, or bitter, Heshvan 
for its noticeable lack of holidays, especially after 
such a jampacked month of Tishrei. But this year 
Heshvan feels anything but bitter. In the religious 
school we are settling into a groove with our in-per-
son and online classes and being able to gather 
again in-person creates joy in our community as we 
welcome students and greet parents at drop-off. 
This month we will again hold in-person youth 
events and junior congregation (in addition to zoom 
junior congregation), as well as in-person congre-
gational learning events, creating joy at every turn. 

The 12th century commentator, Rashi taught that 
the ancient Israelites would “sow…in 
Marcheshvan, and reap in Nisan.” As we move into 
this new month of Heshvan, and more fully into this 
new year, may we all sow seeds of peace, compas-
sion, and joy, in order to continue to nourish our 
relationships with one another and to build our 
BTBJ community as a whole.  We look forward to 
seeing you again soon in religious school, on 
Shabbat, or at one of our many community events!



We are expanding our Brag Bag........
We would like to acknowledge the super accom-
plishments of all our talented congregants. We want 
to celebrate our children, our families and our 
friends on their special awards and honors. Please 
also let us know of your life cycle events with pic-
tures including births, engagements, weddings, 
anniversaries, special birthdays, etc.
 

Mazel Tov to: 
Amy Veloric on the birth of her grandson, 
Blaze Reed Feinman. 
 

Our Sincere Condolences to: 
Roz Ingber and Steve and Kim Ingber on the 
passing of their beloved son-in-law and brother-
in-law, Steven Coopersmith and beloved hus-
band, father, grandfather and great grandfa-
ther, David Ingber. 
 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL PSG    BTBJ Brag BAG    CONDOLENCES   Tree of Life  
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TREE OF LIFE 
 
 

It is never too late to order a 
leaf for a past graduation or confirmation. 
Our Tree of Life needs more leaves and  

your donations help  
BTBJ during these uncertain times. 

They make great gifts for  Graduations, Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, Confirmations, B’nai Mitzvah, etc. 

Please help BTBJ by buying a leaf $136 and  
celebrate a simcha today. 

contact the BTBJ office or farrylc@aol.com  
610-329-3311 

When it is safe, stop by to see our newest leaf. 
 

In Honor of 
ZACHARY HALBERT 
Becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

September 25, 2021 
Carol and Stan Halbert z”l 

We hope everyone had a wonderful new year and 
start to school.

The high holidays kicked off the school year and we 
are now enjoying our time back at Hebrew School 
both virtually and in person.  It is so wonderful to see 
our friends and teachers and begin a brand new year 
of learning.

We kicked off the school year with a super fun kick-
ball and ice cream social.  Families enjoyed interact-
ing and catching up with one another.  We also 
enjoyed a fun event in the Sukkot, eating pizza and 
celebrating Friday night services.

More information will be coming shortly about cook-
ing classes with our very own Stephanie Barrie so 
stay tuned for this exciting news.  She is so talented 
and creates delicious food.

We encourage ALL families to get involved by attend-
ing these events and volunteering for various oppor-
tunities around the synagogue such as being a 
homeroom liaison or leading an event.  We are also 
looking for office helpers to volunteer their time on a 
Sunday for a few hours.  Look for the google sign up 
sheet on Rabbi Roni’s weekly newsletters or feel free 
to contact one of us indi-vidually.

Mazel Tov to all upcoming October B’nai Mitzvah!  So 
proud of all of you!

Please stay safe and healthy!

Fondly-
Terri Rosen and Rachel Handis  
RSPSG Co-Chairs 



 Men’s Club Happenings                     
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Michael Seeherman, 
Men’s Club  
President

Thank you to all who came out this year to help con-
struct and deconstruct the BTBJ Sukkah.  Last year 
we made a design modification from past years. We 
moved to a three wall design.  This allowed us to 
socially distance better. It also made the Sukkah a 
more open and welcoming structure to all.

Last month we held our annual Dinner and 
Discussion in the Sukkah led by Rabbi Grife. We had 
a great turn out. There were 30 in attendance who 
enjoyed some delicious food and engaging discus-
sion on how Judaism has changed from the times of 
Abraham. For dinner we want to thank Art Verbit who 
developed our menu of Falafel and Brats and was the 
Head Chef assisted by Peter Ghosh.  They did a 
great job  preparing a great dinner.  The Rabbi kept 
us engaged, leading a discussion about our bonus 
surprise of Entenmann's new parve line of mini 
cakes,  lessons found in the Torah, arguments from 
the Talmud, and personal stories of Sukkah design.  
Thank you to everyone who was in attendance.

Going into week 4 of our BTBJ Men’s Club Fantasy 
Football League, it is very close between all teams. 
We have a five way tie for 1st Place!! Mazel tov to all 
of our great gridiron prognosticators.

Men's Club has an upcoming bike ride Sunday morn-
ing October 10. We will be meeting at Miquon Train 
Station at 10:30 and kickstands up at 11:45. The ride 
will be 14-16 miles round trip up the Schuylkill River 
Trail.  This year we are going upstream to start our 
ride. Last year we rode from Manayunk to the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art.  This was an enjoyable 
ride and we expect this year’s ride to be even more-
so.

As we now look to November, the Men’s Club is look-
ing forward to an Eagles watch party on November 21 
as they take on the Saints.  Please keep checking 
future emails for the details for this event. 



BTBJ Supper Club
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BTBJ and 11th Hour Theatre 
Company present 

 
 

 
 
 

Sunday, October 17th  
from 4:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. 
$36.00 per person 
The theatre company that brought you "The Amazing Jews of 
Broadway" returns to BTBJ to recreate the famous Supper 
Clubs of the past with an evening of old standards and new  
songs that will please everyone. 
 

          Join us for happy hour as we wind down  
         the weekend with drink and nosh to the cool   

 sounds of the 11th Hour Theater Company  
            and get a little taste of what’s to  

           come in the Spring of 2022! 



Tamar Handis 
Daughter of  

Lee and Rachel 
Sister of  

Rayna and Alona 
Becomes a  

Bat Mitzvah on  
October 16, 2021 

 
 

MAZEL TOV      MAZEL TOV    MAZEL TOV     MAZEL TOV    

10

Noah Samuel Rigberg is a rising eighth grader 
at Colonial Middle School. Academically, Noah has 
successfully made Distinguished honor roll for the 
last two years. Noah’s determination and drive 
enabled him to do well even though the pandemic 
brought some challenge. When he is not studying 
hard, you can find him cheering on his favorite 
Philadelphia sport's teams. Noah is a wealth of knowl-
edge when it comes to knowing sport statistics and 
facts. In addition to being a die hard fan, he loves to 
shoot hoops with friends and throw touchdown pass-
es into the end zone. Often, you can hear Noah chat-
ting with friends from near and far while playing video 
games too. Noah’s interests extend to include a love 
for marine animal life as well as having a hidden tal-
ent of a green thumb in the garden. Although Noah is 
quiet and reserved, once he steps out of his comfort 
zone he is known for his sarcasm and one liners that 
can light up a room. 

Like many, Noah had an unusual experience 
preparing for his bar mitzvah. He took everything in 
stride and handled everything that came down the 
pike with poise. Since he had over a year, Noah took 
on two mitzvah projects. His first endeavor was to 
help motivate kids to get up and move their body 
especially during a time when they were being forced 
to sit in front of a screen for hours on end. He worked 
with Kayla Dove from Dove Online Training to get kids 
as well as families exercising. All proceeds went to 
support an inner city school. We donated money so 
technology could be purchased to enhance student 
learning.

Another opportunity arose for Noah when he 
learned about a program called the Friendship Circle. 
This nonprofit organization’s goal is to “provide every 
individual with special needs the support, friendship 
and inclusion they deserve.” Even though the meet-
ings were through zoom, Noah was able to become a 
leader and learn different strategies on how to work 
with  individuals  with  special  needs.  This  unique 

Noah Rigberg 
Son of  

Rebecca Rigberg and 
Ben Rigberg 

Brother of Logan 
Becomes a  

Bar Mitzvah on 
October 9, 2021

volunteer opportunity helped Noah see the impor-
tance of being an active member of the Jewish com-
munity as well as showed him how your actions can 
truly impact and shape the lives around you. 

Noah has been a part of this special BTBJ 
family since pre-school. He would like to thank Rabbi 
Grife, Cantor Benjamin, Rabbi Roni, and Val Hurwitz 
for providing him the foundation to understand  his 
Jewish Heritage. Through their guidance he has been 
able to see the significance of being a part of the 
Jewish Community. We would like to share a  special 
shout out to Karyn Salkin for spending endless hours 
preparing Noah for this special day and empowering 
him with the confidence he needed to stand proudly 
on the Bimah. 

Noah’s family and friends are very proud of 
him for his accomplishments. Mazel Tov! 

Tamar is an eighth grader at Colonial Middle School.  
She is a dedicated and conscientious student, and 
enjoys all subjects areas, especially Math.  Both in 
and out of school, she enjoys socializing with her 
friends and playing a variety of sports.  You can find 
her playing soccer, basketball, running cross country 
and track and swimming in the pool.  She enjoys play-
ing these sports with her friends and can always be 
seen taking on a leadership role and cheering on oth-
ers. When not on the sports field,  she can be found 
hanging out with friends, on facetime or making a new 
Tik Tok dance. 

Tamar is also infatuated with her puppy, Kobe.  
She can always be seen cuddling with him and hang-
ing out together on the floor.  She is always sharing 
her food and drink with him and they are best pals. 



MAZEL TOV      MAZEL TOV    MAZEL TOV   MAZEL TOV
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Holly Boegner 
Daughter of  

Lauren and Scott  
Sister of Abby 

Becomes a  
Bat Mitzvah on  

November 6, 2021

Tamar spends her summers at Camp Ramah 
in the Poconos, her second home.  She enjoys being 
active at camp by playing sports and also strengthen-
ing her Hebrew skills and knowledge through daily 
prayers and rituals.  An exciting event at camp this 
summer was winning the camp wide basketball 
knockout competition.  This will be a special memory 
she will always hold onto. 

Tamar’s mitzvah project connected her love of 
camp and sports, her two favorite passions.  Her goal 
was to raise money for new sports equipment at 
Camp Ramah. She collected donations from local 
businesses and created raffle baskets.  She held a 5K 
walk/run at Harriet Wetherill Park for family and 
friends to raise money for her cause.  She is happy to 
announce that she raised a significant amount of 
money and she was thrilled to enjoy this new equip-
ment this past summer and for future summers 
ahead.

Thank you to the entire clergy at BTBJ.  This 
past year of preparation has been so rewarding 
thanks to the care and dedication of all of you.  Cantor 
Benjamin, Rabbi Grife, Rabbi Roni and Valarie 
Hurwitz, and all the teachers at BTBJ, we can not 
thank you enough for everything!  We feel so lucky to 
be part of such a special community.    Mazel Tov 
Tamar! 

When off the field, Holly finds herself at 
Institute of Dance Artistry where she takes 7 classes 
per week including ballet, jazz, hip hop, modern and 
lyrical to name a few! Holly performs in multiple show-
cases during the year where her smile always lights 
up the stage! 

During the summers, Holly spends her time at 
Camp Westmont in the Poconos where she has made 
amazing lifelong friends over the past 5 years. While 
at overnight camp, she gets to enjoy everything from 
lake sports to arts and crafts to sing competitions and 
chocolate making. Her summer home is very special 
place!

For Holly’s mitzvah project, she created a 
nonprofit called Baking a Difference. The mission was 
to create and sell baked goods and donate all pro-
ceeds to charity. So, each month from October 2020 
– May of 2021, she created a menu of different treats 
and monthly specials. She marketed her mission 
through social media and word of mouth and desig-
nated a different charity each month to receive the 
donations she raised. Starting a nonprofit in the midst 
of a global pandemic was a lot to take on, but Holly 
persevered and has been able to help many people in 
need. She feels proud about raising close to $3000 
during her months of baking.

This past year, Holly particularly enjoyed the 
Better Together program at BTBJ where she was for-
tunate to be recognized nationally in an Essay writing 
contest. Not only did Holly earn a personal scholar-
ship, but BTBJ was also rewarded funding! Holly is 
very appreciative of the support from others as she 
prepared for this Simcha.  A special thank you to 
Rabbi Roni, Cantor Benjamin, and Rabbi Grife and all 
of her teachers through the years, for giving Holly a 
strong foundation upon which to build from as she 
continues in her religious journey.   

Holly is so excited about her upcoming bat mitzvah 
and is looking forward to sharing this very special 
milestone with her family and friends. She is current-
ly in 7th grade at Colonial Middle School and has 
achieved distinguished honors consecutive semes-
ters. Outside of her academics, Holly spends her 
time on the soccer and lacrosse field and in the 
dance studio! She has been on the travel team with 
Colonial Soccer Club since she was 9 years old and 
has been playing lacrosse with the Conshy Bulldogs 
since Kindergarten. 



Welcome to our New Member Families!
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Nikki and Ben Betesh  
Shelly and Devin Heller 
Amanda and David Kline 

Dmitriy Kreminskiy and Mary Pelak 
John Lindenmuth and Lori Ruskin 

Lisa and Chris Mayer 
Julia and Josh Rolf 
Heather and Tal Roth 

Courtney Collins-Shapiro and Seth Shapiro 
Jeffrey Zeman and Ariana Orvell



 THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS 
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Mr. and Mrs. Larry Feurer 
David M. Ingber 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fishbein 
Bennett Fishbein 

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Goldman 
David M. Ingber 

The Gordon/Klein Family 
David M. Ingber 

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Grodsky 
David M. Ingber 

Mr. and Mrs. Morrie Hochbaum and family 
David Ingber 

Dr. and Mrs. Gordon Hodas and family 
Dorothy Hodas 

Mrs. David Ingber and family 
Steven Coopersmith 

Ms. Bonnie Jacobs and family 
Ruthe Schwartz 
David M. Ingber 
Steve Coopersmith 

Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Karasick 
David Ingber 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kay 
David Ingber 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Koch and family 
David M. Ingber 

Mr. and Mrs. David Kornblatt 
David M. Ingber 

Ms. Rosalie Kushner 
David M. Ingber 

Rabbi Robert and Ruth Layman 
David M. Ingber 

Dr. Murry and Shirley Levyn 
David M. Ingber 

Drs. Marcie and Richard Lowe 
David M. Ingber 

Mr. Irwin Marusow 
David M. Ingber 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Miller and family 
Shelly Auritt 

Mr. and Mrs. Brett Neiderman 
In memory of Toby Mersky’s mother 

Ms. Sandy Noble 
Steven Coopersmith 
David M. Ingber 

Mr. and Mrs. David Nuddle and family 
Ilene Stern 
David M. Ingber 
Ruthe Schwartz 
Larry Drossner 

MEMORIAL FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Burt Abrams 

David Ingber 
Mr. Lee Adler and Ms. Karel Kovnat 

Arthur S. Kovnat 
BTBJ Men’s Club 

David Ingber 
Ms. Naomi Breman 

G. Philip Levin 
Ruth Levin 
Amy Levin 

Ms. Lynn Brenner 
David M. Ingber 

Drs. Jeffrey and Amy Brosof and family 
Leon Brosof 
Florence Brosof 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Bryan 
Ilene Stern 

Ms. Tamara Bryant and family 
Anastasia Berger 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Center and family 
Ilene Stern 

Mr. Paul Chavenson 
David M. Ingber 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Chiara and family 
Rita Chiara 

Mr. Robert Clair 
Sadye K. Clair 

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Cohen and family 
Mrs. Milly Hoffman 

Ilene Stern 
Dr. Stanley Merves 
Larry Simons 
Jack Wolfe 
David Ingber 

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Denmark and family 
Sid Winter 
Stanley Denmark 
Ilene Stern 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and family 
Ilene Stern 
David Ingber 

Drs. Bruce and Toby Eisenstein 
Rose Eisenstein 
David M. Ingber 

Mr. and Mrs. Marc Feigenbaum 
David M. Ingber 

The Feinman Family 
David Ingber 
Milton Cohen 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS   
MEMORIAL FUND (continued)
Mr. and Mrs. John Paul and family 

David M. Ingber 
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Pogach 

David M. Ingber 
Mrs. Susan Rees 

Steven Coopersmith 
Ilene Stern 
David Ingber 

Ms. Sandy Ross 
David M. Ingber 

Mr. Randall Royfe 
Estelle Royfe 
Charles Finkelstein 

Mr. and Mrs. Stan Rultenberg 
Isabelle Shapiro 

Ms. Charlotte Rultenberg-Bogus 
Seymour Rultenberg 
Maurice Rultenberg 

Mr. and Mrs. Joel Samitz 
David M. Ingber 

Dr. Lawrence Schiff 
David M. Ingber 

Mrs. Claire Schwartz 
Dora Prusan 

The Schwartzman family 
Annette Petersohn 
Louise Sernoff 

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Schwenderman and family 
Ilene Stern 

Mr. and Mrs. Marc Seiler and family 
Marilyn Seiler 

Ms. Marla Sones and family 
Ilene Stern 
David M. Ingber 

Ms. Tara Swanson and family 
Bonnie Segal 

Mr. and Mrs. Perry Swartz and family 
Roslyn Greenberg 

Mr. and Mrs. Josh Taylor and family 
Ilene Stern 
David M. Ingber 

The Wachs/Braun family 
Harrietta Braun 

The Waks Family 
Ilene Stern 

Cantor and Mrs. Buzzy Walters 
David M. Ingber 

Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Walters and family 
David M. Ingber 

The Weinraub Family 
David M. Ingber 

Ms. Margaux Weinraub 
David M. Ingber 

The Weisbaum family 
Louis Berkowitz 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Wenzel 
David M. Ingber 

Ms. Naomi Zipkin and family 
Irv Schwartz 
Theodora Feder 
Marianne Nemchek 

Mrs. Hope V. Zveitel 
Nancy Abbe Ellwood 
Neven A. Zveitel 
Herbert S. Zveitel 
Minnie Ellwood 
Henry Ellwood 

BLUM FAMILY TEENS TOGETHER FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and family 

Mazel Tov to Michael and Mindy Drossner on 
the occasion of Brandon’s Bar Mitzvah 

CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Center 

In honor of the 90th birthday of the
mother of Marla Sones 

EDUCATIONAL ENRICHMENT FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Goldberg 

In memory of David M. Ingber 
Drs. Barbara and Marty Polinksy 

In memory of David M. Ingber 
RUTH ELSON MEMORIAL FUND 
Ms. Wendy Fisher 

in memory of David M. Ingber 
LINDA JOY GRIFE YAD L’YAD FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Abrams and family 

In memory of David Ingber 
Continued get well wishes to Carol Baldridge 

Mr. David Draiman 
In memory of Linda Grife

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Engleman and family 
Continued good health wishes to
Ellen Barbash 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Risler and family 
In memory of Ilene Stern 
In memory of David M. Ingber 

Mr. Steven Saks  
In memory of David M. Ingber 
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Mr. Richard Stup 
In honor of Burt and Barbara Abrams’ new 
home

Cantor and Mrs. Buzzy Walters 
In honor of High Holidays 5782 
Mazel Tov to Steve Saks on his Simchat 
Torah honor 

WILLIAM HURWITZ SOCIAL MEDIA FUND
Mr. Stephen Saks 

In honor of Valarie Hurwitz and the amazing 
organization of High Holiday Services 

PRESCHOOL FUND
Ms. Maya Hoffman and family 

In memory of Bennett Fishbein 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Madvedoff and family 

In memory of Don Waldman 
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Miller 

Mazel Tov to Amy Veloric on the birth of her 
grandson, Blaze Reed Feinman 

Mr. and Mrs. Brett Neiderman and family 
In memory of David M. Ingber 
Mazel Tov to Amy Veloric on the birth of her 
grandson, Blaze Reed Feinman 

Ms. Nancy Ober 
In memory of David Ingber 

Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Sargen 
In memory of David M. Ingber 

NANCY SELTZER TORAH RESTORATION FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Abrams and family 

Mazel Tov to Peter and Sarah Ghosh on their 
Simchat Torah honor 
Mazel Tov to Lynne Krause on her Simchat 
Torah honor 
Mazel Tov to Steve Saks on his Simchat 
Torah honor 

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Mr. Stephen Saks 

In honor of Cantor Benjamin providing 
superior and inspirational davening during 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Jan and the staff at Berta Sawyer 

In memory of David M. Ingber 
BRICK CELEBRATION GARDEN
Dr. Lawrence Schiff 

In celebration of the life of David Ingber 

LINDA’S FUND FOR THE LOVE OF ISRAEL
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Engleman 

In memory of Steven Coopersmith 
In memory of Ilene Stern 

Mr. and Mrs. David Nuddle and family 
Mazel Tov to Rabbi Grife on the birth of his 
granddaughter, Lucy Ben Hamo 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Risler and family 
In memory of David Ingber 

HONOR FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Burt Abrams 

Mazel Tov to Michael and Mindy Drossner on 
the occasion of Brandon’s Bar Mitzvah 

BTBJ Men’s Club 
Mazel Tov to Peter and Sarah Ghosh on their 
Simchat Torah honor 

Dr. and Mrs. Steve Goodman 
Mazel Tov to Steve Saks on his  
Simchat Torah honor 

Dr. and Mrs. Warren Gross  
Mazel Tov to Steve Saks on his Simchat 
Torah honor 

The Kahan Family 
Mazel Tov to Steve Saks on his Simchat 
Torah honor 

Mr. and Mrs. Brett Neiderman  
Mazel Tov to Elise and Gary Kaplan on the 
birth of their grandson, Brett 
Mazel Tov to Bob and Janis Silver on the 
engagement of their son, Rob 

Dr. Marty Polinsky and Dr. Barbara Cohen  
Thanking Rob Slutsky for giving his time and 
wisdom/advice
Mazel Tov to Steve Saks on his Simchat 
Torah honor 
Mazel Tov to Peter and Sarah Ghosh on their 
Simchat Torah honor 
Mazel Tov to Lynne Krause on her  
Simchat Torah honor 

Mrs. Susan Rees 
Mazel Tov to Lynne Krause on her Simchat 
Torah honor 
Mazel Tov to Steve Saks on his Simchat 
Torah honor 
Mazel Tov to Peter and Sarah Ghosh on their 
Simchat Torah honor 

Ms. Marla Sones 
Mazel Tov to Amy Veloric on the birth of her 
grandson Blaze Reed Feinman 
Mazel Tov to Michael and Mindy Drossner on 
Brandon’s Bar Mitzvah 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.lpicommunities.com Beth Tikvah B’nai Jeshurun, Erdenheim, PA 04-0769

Become part of our Camp 
Become part of our 

Camp Green Lane family!

EXCITING SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND OUT-OF-CAMP TRIPS

Located in Green Lane, PA

CAMP 
GREEN
LANE

“Where Happiness Counts”

215-234-9211
info@greenlane.com
www.greenlane.com

Melissa and Jay Freedman and Rene and 
Adam Weiner

Owners / Directors

Coed, residential, 7 week camp
for ages 6-16.

Half session available.
Full athletic, arts, adventure, and

waterfront programs

Experts in creating 
memories and friendships 

that last a lifetime, 
since 1926

The Schiff Dental Group
813 Bethlehem Pike, Erdenheim, PA 19038
215-233-1163
theschiffdentalgroup.com

  Dentistry

Outstanding patient care  is our mission.

As a group of highly respected dental specialists, general 
practitioners, and staff, we can deliver the finest dental care 
no matter how complex your needs. From implant dentistry, 
periodontal treatment, restorative and preventive care, to 
pediatric and award-winning cosmetic dentistry, we help you 
attain and maintain optimal dental health! Having built one of 

the finest state-of-the-art facilities in the Delaware Valley, we 
invite you and your family to visit our office and experience 
for yourselves the difference exceptional dentistry can make 
in your lives.

Pictured (Left to Right): Dr. Jonathan Rothbart, Dr. Yoonkyung Oh, Dr. Jill Zurek, Top Dentist 
2014, Dr. Lawrence Schiff, Top Dentist 2010, 2012, 2014, Dr. Richard Titlebaum, Top Dentist 
2014, Dr. Jill Moniz, Dr. Jonathan Waasdorp, Top Dentist 2014
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Steve DelCarlino
Travel Planning Advisor 
(610)368-0908 | (833)578-7285
www.delstravelcompany.com
steve.delcarlino@cruiseplanners.com

Roosevelt
 Memorial Park

A Dignity Memorial Provider

NEW DEVELOPMENT AVAILABLE
JEWISH INNER FAITH COUPLES WELCOME 

PRE-PLANNING IS EASY 
Your Children Will Love You For It!

10% PRENEED SAVINGS
Contact Doreen Berest   (215) 219-9293

Doreen.Berest@DignityMemorial.com
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12
Light candles...........................................................4:29 pm 
Services..................................................................6:30 pm 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Services..................................................................9:30 am 
Brenna Fox, daughter of Rachel and Steven Fox will be 

called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19
Light candles...........................................................4:23 pm 
Services..................................................................6:30 pm 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20
Services..................................................................9:30 am 
Junior Congregation.............................................10:30 am 
Torah Study Session.............................................11:15 am 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26
Light candles...........................................................4:20 pm 
NO SERVICES 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27
Services..................................................................9:30 am 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3
Light candles...........................................................4:18 pm 
Services..................................................................7:00 pm 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4
Services..................................................................9:30 am 

Jason Walters, son of Sarah and Jeff Walters will be 
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah 

Junior Congregation.............................................10:30 am 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10
Light candles...........................................................4:17 pm 
Services..................................................................6:30 pm 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11
Services..................................................................9:30 am 
Torah Study Session.............................................11:15 am 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17
Light candles...........................................................4:19 pm 
Services..................................................................6:30 pm 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18
Services..................................................................9:30 am 
Junior Congregation.............................................10:30 am 

SCHEDULE of SERVICES SCHEDULE of SERVICES

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1
Light candles...........................................................6:26 pm 
Services..................................................................6:30 pm 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2
Services..................................................................9:30 am 

Eli Beitler, son of Beth and Gaby Beitler will be called  
to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8
Light candles...........................................................6:14 pm 
Services..................................................................6:30 pm 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9
Services..................................................................9:30 am 
Noah Rigberg, son of Rebecca Rigberg and Ben Rigberg 

will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah 
Junior Congregation.............................................10:30 am 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15
Light candles...........................................................6:04 pm 
Services..................................................................6:30 pm 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16
Services..................................................................9:30 am 
Tamar Handis, daughter of Rachel and Lee Handis will be 

called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22
Light candles...........................................................5:53 pm 
ECC Tot Shabbat Service and dinner......................6:00 pm 
Services..................................................................6:30 pm 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23
Services..................................................................9:30 am 
Junior Congregation.............................................10:30 am 
Torah Study Session.............................................11:15 am 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29
Light candles...........................................................5:43 pm 
Services..................................................................6:30 pm 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30
Services..................................................................9:30 am 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5
Light candles...........................................................5:35 pm 
Services..................................................................9:30 am 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6
Services..................................................................9:30 am 
Holly Boegner, daughter of Lauren and Scott Boegner will 

be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah 
Junior Congregation.............................................10:30 am 


