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NOVEMBER 2020 EVENTS
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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Virtual Religious
School  4:00 pm
Hay and Kesher Teens
Religious School
6:30 pm   

Religious School    
9:00 am & 11:45 am
Virtual Minyan 
10:00 am 

Mussar Class 7:00 pm Virtual Religious
School  4:00 pm   

Minyan 10:00 am    5
Beginner Hebrew
10:45 am
Virtual Religious
School 5:00 pm
Daf Yomi 7:00 pm

Services 6:30 pm Services 10:00 am Bat
Mitzvah of Lily Bentley

Religious School    
9:00 am & 11:45 am
Virtual Minyan 
10:00 am
apple baking 2:00 pm

Mussar Class

Mussar Class 7:00 pm
Sisterhood Virtual
Binge Club 7:30 pm

Religious School    6
9:00 am & 11:45 am
Minyan 10:00 am
Sundays with Rabbi
10:45 am
Men’s Club Dinner
6:15 pm

Sisterhood Chanukah
Candle Sale pick up
Parent Speaker
Series 7:00 pm

Virtual Religious
School 4:00 pm
BTBJ University 
7:00 pm

Virtual Religious
School 4:00 pm
Daf Yomi 7:00 pm

Virtual Religious
School 4:00 pm
Hay & Kesher Teens
6:30 pm

Minyan 10:00 am
Beginner Hebrew
10:45 am
Religious School 5 pm
Sisterhood Game
Night 7 pm

Services 6:30 pm Services 10:00 am
Bat Mitzvah of
Madden Kelman

Virtual Religious
School 4:00 pm
Religious School Hay 
6:30 pm
Adult Trope 7:00 pm

Minyan 10:00 am
Religious School 5 pm Services 6:30 pm Services 10:00 am

Bat Mitzvah of 
Juliana Ghosh
Jr. Congregation 10 am

Religious School 
9:00 am & 11:45 am

Virtual Religious
School 4:00 pm
Daf Yomi 4:00 pm
BTBJ University 
7:00 pm

Virtual Religious
School 4:00 pm
Religious School Hay
& Kesher Teens 
6:30 pm

Minyan 10:00 am
Beginner’s Hebrew
10:45 am
Religious School 5 pm
Board Meeting 
7:30 pm

Services 6:30 pm
Shi’ur Siddur 6:30 pm

Services 10:00 am

Minyan 10:00 am
Religious School 
9:00 am & 11:45 am
Adult Trope 10:45 am
Better Together 12:30 pm

Mussar Class 7:00 pm

Virtual Religious
School  4:00 pm  
BTBJ University 
7::00 pm

Virtual Religious School
4:00 pm
Hay Religious School
6:30 pm
Adult Trope 7:00 pm

Minyan 10:00 am    
Daf Yomi 4:00 pm 
Virtual Religious
School 5:00 pm
Challah Braiding 7 pm

ECC Tot Shabbat
Services 6:30 pm

Services 10:00 am

Religious School    
9:00 am & 11:45 am
Virtual Minyan 
10:00 am
Sundays with Rabbi
10:45 am

BTBJ University 
7:00 pm

Minyan 10:00 am
Daf Yomi 7:00 pm NO SERVICES Services 10:00 am

Torah Study Session 
12 pm

Minyan 10:00 am Minyan 10:00 am

Virtual Religious
School  4:00 pm  
Rabbi Roni’s Salon
7:00 pm

Virtual Religious School 
4:00 pm
Hay & Kesher Teens
Religious School 
6:30 pm

Minyan 10:00 am
Beginner Hebrew
10:45 am
Religious School 5 pm
Virtual Board Meeting
7:30 pm

Services 6:30 pm Services 10:00 am
Bat Mitzvah of Jemmi
Seeherman
Jr. Congregation 10 am

Religious School    
9:00 am & 11:45 am
Minyan 10:00 am 
Adult Trope 10:45 am
Better Together 
12:30 pm

Mussar Class 7:00 pm Virtual BTBJ University
7:00 pm

Thanksgiving Day NO SERVICES Services 10:00 am
Bat Mitzvah of Eliana
Kaganovsky
Torah Study 12:00 pm

DECEMBER 2020 EVENTS

Virtual Minyan 
10:00 am



FROM THE DESK OF RABBI SAUL I. GRIFE
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“A 2020 Lesson
from Noah &
the Ark”

demanded to build the Ark and take that journey until
its conclusion.  He never asked God, “How long will
this last?” or “When will we be able to return to the
world again?”  Noah prepared himself for whatever
task and journey the Lord demanded of him. 

Today, the metaphor of the Ark sheltering people from
the storm that rages outside parallels what humanity
is experiencing with the pandemic.  We too have
been asked to sequester ourselves to remain protect-
ed from the virus that has infected millions and killed
thousands outside our homes.  We too do not know
with any certainty how long the evil will last.  We too
are asked to do everything we can to remain safe and
healthy and to do the same to benefit others.  Like
Noah, may we again prepare ourselves to take this
ride as long as we need to.  Like Noah, may we not
complain about what is happening, especially given
the fact that so many other people have it so much
worse than we do.  Like Noah, let us have faith that
one day humanity will reemerge into a new safer
world again when we will then figure out how to live in
our new conditions as we are discerning how to nav-
igate the challenges of the pandemic these days.
Noah’s faith, patience and resilience enabled him to
ride out the storm and to reinitiate human life again on
earth.  May we learn from Noah and do all we can to
take shelter and outlast the pandemic as Noah did in
his time!

2) The rainbow teaches us to end systemic
racism, prejudice and divisiveness.  The rainbow that
appeared in the sky at the end of the flood was a sign
of peace.  No more would there be enmity between
God and humanity, between heaven and earth.
People love rainbows for their beautiful display of all
colors.  I never heard anyone suggest that the rain-
bow would prove more brilliant if one or 2 colors were
missing!

My friends, too many people talk and act as if the
world would be a more beautiful place if certain “col-
ors” or peoples disappeared.  Too many people are
fighting “others”, those who they deem are different
than themselves.  Too many people want the world to
reflect only their image and their kind.  Too many peo-
ple fail to see the beauty in the fact that the world was
created to provide a home for us all!

The rainbow works because all the colors are equally
represented.  So too the world will only work when we
acknowledge that there is a place and a home for
every individual and every group that exists on our
planet.  The rainbow works because every color is
seen to be integral to its composition and success.

The Torah portion of Noah is the 2nd portion in the 54
parshiyot in the Torah.  It is the first one out of 6 bear-
ing a name in its title.  We are familiar with the narra-
tive – how God grew dismayed over the evil that exist-
ed in the world but found favor with one man.  God
directed Noah to build a huge refuge, namely the Ark,
to shelter him, his family and pairs of every animal
found in the world.  Noah did so and found shelter in
the Ark while all life in the world was destroyed by a
persistent rain that lasted 40 days and 40 nights.
After the rains subsided, the flood waters remained
upon the earth an additional 150 days.  Finally, the
waters began to recede.  Noah sent a dove out which
eventually returned with an olive branch in its claws,
demonstrating that land had again reappeared and
signaling that the inhabitants of the Ark could safely
emerge from their refuge.  The story concludes with
God promising Noah that never again would He
destroy the world with flood waters.  He made a rain-
bow appear in the sky as a sign of peace between
heaven and earth.  While evil was reborn with the new
generations that followed Noah, the world has never
again been totally obliterated. 

In this age of pandemic and racial strife and economic
suffering, there are many lessons to be culled from
this ancient epic that can inspire us to successfully
deal with the challenges that we face today.  Here are
3…

1) Noah teaches us the value of patience and
resilience.  Nowhere in the story do we hear Noah
complain, “I can’t wait to leave this Ark and go eat out
again”, or “I’m tired of being cooped up in this boat
with all these people and animals!”  Noah had faith in
God and believed that God would rescue him and
lead him to see better days.  When God commanded
Noah to build a great ship in the middle of an arid
desert, Noah didn’t laugh or argue or complain.  He
went about fulfilling the Lord’s bidding, including
bringing pairs of every animal inside.  Noah’s faith
equipped him with the faith and fortitude that was 



RABBI GRIFE (CONTINUED)        
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So too the world will only work when we understand
that all of us are needed to complete humanity and
make it beautiful.  The rainbow is a sign of Shalom, of
peace, because it is Shalem, complete, omitting no
color at all.  So too the world will only come to know
peace and completion when we make room for one
and for all despite our differences.  More than our dif-
ferences are the importance of our similarities and
what all humanity shares.  Today when racial and cul-
tural strife is raging, we would do well to learn lessons
from the Noah epic about pluralism, harmony and
peace.  Only when we do can we hope to build a last-
ing peace in this world that will allow us to success-
fully rebuild humanity as Noah did after the flood!

3) There are many ways to communicate,
teach and inspire!  Biblical commentators contend
that Noah remained complacent about saving others
besides himself and his family because nowhere
within the narrative is there a recorded discussion
between Noah and God about saving others.  By con-
trast, when God informs Abraham of his plan to
destroy the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah and their
evil inhabitants, Abraham repeatedly argues with God
to reconsider.  Because of the argument ex silencio,
Noah is criticized for being only self-serving.

However, a sound argument can be made that Noah
was trying to educate others as to the portended con-
sequences of humanity’s evil, allowing them to shape
up, get with the program and try to help themselves.
If you add up the numbers of years within the Noah
saga, one concludes that Noah took an inordinate
amount of time to build and complete the Ark.  Why?
Perhaps because Noah knew that although people
would only ridicule him if he preached about the forth-
coming disaster, perhaps the sight of the grand con-
struction project of Noah building a rather large boat
in the middle of a dry land would elicit the people’s
interest enough that they would come to understand
why he was doing so.  From this we learn that there
are many ways to communicate seminal messages
to others.  Skilled parents and teachers know that
children and students learn in a myriad of ways.
Some of us are more skilled at visual learning; others
more at auditory comprehension.  Noah was hoping
that whatever he was doing and not doing, saying
and not saying would solicit the interest of as many
people as possible.  Today, when we are trying to
communicate and teach much to others, let us
remember that if one method fails, others are avail-
able.  For example, some people convey the mes-
sage of safety by telling others to wear masks, and 

then others endeavor to do the same by saying little
and just by actually wearing them.  If we want others
to learn from us, let us remember that there exists a
plethora of ways to try and successfully communi-
cate, educate and make a difference.  Noah knew it!
So should we!

My friends, we just recently restarted the read-
ing of the Torah and its stories.  One might wonder
why, since we just did it last year.  One answer is that
though the narrative doesn’t change from year to
year, life and we do!  We are all trying to survive the
pandemic by learning how to.  Parshat Noah presents
us with several lessons from ancient times that may
strengthen and inspire us today!  Noah survived the
flood and emerged from the Ark to reinitiate life here
on earth.  May we be inspired by Noah’s success to
stay patient, resilient, courageous and hopeful!  May
we too live to witness the end of the dangerous pan-
demic to reemerge from our Arks, our cocoons and
our homes to experience life safely with others in pub-
lic again!  May we seek each and every week to learn
valuable lessons from the Torah reading to help guide
us through life today!

I hope all of us will look forward to each of the
54 weekly Torah parshiyot to discover beauty and
meaning in all that the Torah has to offer for us in
5781!

Wishing everyone health,
contentment, love and peace! 
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From the Desk of Rabbi Roni Handler       

Just a few weeks ago we started again reading the
Torah from the very beginning,. In the story of cre-
ation, we read that every single living creature was
created b’tzelem Elohim – in God’s image. This is a
teaching that we would do well to remember this elec-
tion season. I have witnessed political candidates and
parties attack one another. I have been unnerved, at
times, by what seems to be an unwillingness to see
this divinity, or even the humanity, in our friends and
neighbors.  This election season has been grueling.
And even after all votes are cast on November 3rd,
we know that it could take some time to announce the
results of this year’s election.

Alden Solovy writes, “Torah, prayer, and politics mix.
Even in an election season that has been character-
ized as bitter and nasty, void of civility or compassion,
the Torah does not let us off the hook.

The Torah understands that the need for peace and
prosperity transcend the politics of the day. No matter
who’s in power, no matter who’s on the ballot, Torah
takes an activist view of prayer and politics. Even
when we’re disgusted with government and politics,
we’re instructed to pray. “

And so, I offer to you this “Prayer for Peace during
Election Season,” by Matt (Matah) Adler. 

“Oh G-d, give us the strength and wisdom to make it
through this campaign season. To help us breathe, to
help us ponder, to help us stay true to our humanity.
Help us differentiate between fact and fiction, truth
and lies. Help us to remember that our power lies not
only in the voting booth, but also in our capacity to
make a difference in our communities every day. That
for all the insanity to come… there will be a day after
Election Day and we're going to have to come togeth-
er to bring peace and justice to our country and the
world. Amen.”

Rabbi Roni Handler
Associate Rabbi/

Director of
Congregational

Learning



MEN’S CLUB HAPPENINGS
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Michael
Seeherman,
President

Last month we held our annual Dinner and
Discussion in the Sukkah led by Rabbi Grife. We had
a great turn out. There were almost 30 in attendance
who enjoyed some delicious food and engaging dis-
cussion on laws about Sukkot. The Rabbi kept us
engaged leading a discussion of written and oral
Torah, arguments from the Talmud, and personal sto-
ries.  Thank you to everyone who was in attendance
and those of you who participated through our
streaming of the event. 

At that Dinner, we also announced the Winner of the
Men’s Club Raffle. We want to thank all of you who
participated in our Restaurant Raffle, where we were
selling chances to win $150 gift certificates to 10
desired restaurants. Due to the ongoing pandemic,
we had to change the raffle to a cash prize equivalent
to the value of the restaurant certificates.  The win-
ning ticket was drawn at the Sukkot dinner.
Congratulations to the winner, Jon Abrams! 

As we now move to November and the weather gets
colder, the Men’s club is looking for opportunities to
bring meaningful programming to you.  Please keep
checking your email for programming as in these
changing times.

I will take a little time here to get personal.  This
month we are celebrating our daughter Jemmi’s bat
mitzvah. It was originally scheduled for May, and we
postponed it until the week before Thanksgiving.
Thinking surely the two weeks lockdown to flatten the
curve would be over and we would be back to normal
again by this time. Things are going to be so much dif-
ferent than we originally pictured the day to be.

However, she is being allowed to chant the same
Haftarah that was from the original portion Behar-
Bechukotai. This is very meaningful because it is the
same portion Elisa, my wife, chanted at her Bat
Mitzvah.  Jemmi will also be wearing the Tallit that my
mother wove for me to wear at my Bar-Mitzvah, as
will I be wearing the one she wove for my father to
wear that day. There will be a lot of Dor-L’Dor themes
going on that day. In addition, Jemmi volunteers as a
Madrichah at the BTBJ Religious School. On the way
home, she asked me if I knew what she liked most
about BTBJ. She then expressed she loved working
with the younger children. She values the bond she is
forming with them and the bonds she has formed with
the students in her class last year. 

May you all take to heart two of the life lessons my
daughter is getting out of being an active member of
the BTBJ community.  Value your own family connec-
tion from generation to generation, and Value the con-
nection between members of BTBJ. Take this upcom-
ing holiday time and reach out to your family mem-
bers and other members of BTBJ. Everyone would
appreciate an email or call. The connections I have
made with all of you are also my favorite thing about
BTBJ.

I wish you all a 
Happy Thanksgiving

B’Shalom,

Michael Seeherman



Thank you to 

Mrs. Rita Schwartz 

for her donation of a 

Shulchan Cover for the Bima in honor of 

Aaron Soowal 

and all he does for 

Beth Tikvah B’nai Jeshurun 

MEN’S CLUB PICTURES TREE OF LIFE Shulchan Dedication
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TREE OF LIFE
Our Tree of Life needs more leaves and

your donations help BTBJ during these uncertain
times. They make great gifts for Graduations,
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Confirmations, B’nai

Mitzvah, etc. Please help BTBJ by purchasing a leaf
$136 and celebrate a simcha today. Contact the BTBJ

office or farrylc@aol.com 610-329-3311.
When it is safe, stop by to see our newest leaves.

In Honor of
The Brucker Family
September 30, 2020

In Appreciation of
Kelly and Mark Spencer’s

kindness to others
Barbara and David Seidenberg

10/2/2020



Sisterhood Game Night     
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BTBJ Brag Bag Congregational Learning
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We are expanding our Brag Bag........
We would like to acknowledge the super accomplish-
ments of all our talented congregants. We want to cel-
ebrate our children, our families and our friends on
their special awards and honors. Please also let us
know of your life cycle events with pictures including
births, engagements, weddings, anniversaries, spe-
cial birthdays, etc. 

Mazel Tov To:
Shelly and Morrie Hochbaum on the wedding of
their son, Danny to Casey Cutler.

Amy and Jeffrey Brosof on the wedding of their
daughter, Leigh to Dan Cohen.

Benjamin Greenfield on his engagement to 
Becca Kass. 

Steve Saks on the engagement of his 
granddaughter, Eliana Kahan to Azariah Hacohen.

Challah baking 
with a Twist! 

November 12, 2020
7:00 – 8:00 pm 

You may already know how to bake challah,
and now you are ready to up your game! Rabbi
Roni will lead us through a Zoom braiding ses-
sion with multiple styles of braiding and chal-
lah designs.  Pre-registration is required. There
is no charge, but you will need to purchase all
supplies.

Mon., Dec. 7, 2020
7:00 p.m. 

Parent Speaker Series 

For parents with preschool
and school age children,

join us for a virtual 
conversation about the 

best seller: 

The Blessing of
a Skinned Knee,
by Wendy Mogel. 

Amy Wine, a BTBJ congregant and board
member will be our discussion leader. As a

parent and Nationally Certified School
Psychologist, Amy has felt a deep connection

to this book, returning to it many times for both
personal and professional growth. 



Jemmi Seeherman
Daughter of 

Elisa and Michael
Becomes a 

Bat Mitzvah on 
November 21, 2020

Mazel Tov Mazel Tov Religious School PSG      
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Jemmi is an 8th grade student at Springfield Township
Middle School. Her Bat Mitzvah was originally sched-
uled for May 16, 2020, but was rescheduled due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Jemmi has been a trooper in
keeping up with her Bat Mitzvah lessons and preparing
for her special day.

Jemmi plays the flute and is a member of the school
band. She also does stage crew for the school drama
performances. Outside of school, Jemmi is actively
involved in Girl Scouts and also participates in improv
classes at the Allens Lane Art Center. Jemmi divides her
summers between two camps: Fun in the Sun day camp
in Germantown and Golden Slipper overnight camp in
the Poconos. Anyone who knows her knows that she is
really into unicorns, and she is also passionate about
contemporary Broadway musicals, such as Hamilton, In
the Heights, Dear Evan Hanson and Six, and she knows
most of the lyrics by heart.

Jemmi has been a member of BTBJ since her baby
naming at 3 months old. As a young child, she attended
the BTBJ camp for three summers and has been
enrolled in the religious school since kindergarten.
Since last year, Jemmi has been a volunteer Madricha
on Sundays with the younger kids in the religious
school. Jemmi has always enjoyed spending time at
BTBJ and attending services, and at the conclusion of
her Gimel year, she was honored with the first ever
Shabbat Star Award, recognizing her attendance at
almost double the required number of services. Jemmi
is already continuing her Jewish education through
Kesher Teens and has also joined the local BBG chapter
Kochavim.

For her mitzvah project, Jemmi chose to support the
PA Breast Cancer Coalition’s “Friends Like Me” Care
Package program by collecting items to be included in
the packages, as well as monetary donations.  The care
packages contain items that are useful to women being
treated for breast cancer, such as eye masks, ear plugs,
accupressure wrist bands, adult coloring books/colored
pencils, sudoku & puzzle books, and soft pillow cases. 

When Elisa was being treated for breast cancer in
2019, she received one of these care packages, so it is
especially meaningful for Jemmi to be able to contribute
towards this cause.

Jemmi will be twinning with all four of her grandmoth-
ers, none of whom had the opportunity themselves to
become a Bat Mitzvah. She is proud to represent the
women of their generation and honored to be able to
share her simcha with them.

We want to express our appreciation to everyone at
BTBJ who helped Jemmi to prepare for this special day,
including Rabbi Saul, Rabbi Roni, Cantor Benjamin, Val,
all of her past religious school teachers, and her Bat
Mitzvah tutor Carolyn Savitsky. Mazel Tov Jemmi! We
are very proud of you!

Religious School PSG
Hebrew School is up and running and has given us
both a remote and in person experience.  A HUGE
thank you to Rabbi Roni for ALL her time and com-
passion for creating these experiences for our chil-
dren.
Please consider signing up to be a Homeroom
Parent or to chair an event.  Although these events
may look different this year, we are still planning to
move forward to make this year as fun as possible
for the children.  The more volunteers we have, the
better we can plan for these events.  We are in
NEED of volunteers for Sunday Drop Off to check in
students.  It is for a short period of time and would
be greatly appreciated!  Please, Please, Please con-
sider signing up.  These forms can be found on our
FB page, google classrooms and Rabbi Roni’s
weekly newsletters.  Or simply, reach out to Terri or
Rachel and we will sign up for you!
Upcoming event to add to your calendar from
RSPSG that you will not want to miss:
November 15th: Apple Baking with Steph Barrie.
Coming soon will be news about our December
Hanukkah Plans.  Hard to believe that is right
around the corner.  Stay tuned for more information
coming your way and we are still in need of several
volunteers to chair this year’s virtual Hanukkah
Event.
As always, thank you for all your support and
involvement.  Please feel free to reach out to either
of us with any questions or suggestions!
Fondly-
Terri Rosen and Rachel Handis 
RSPSG Co-Chairs



MAZEL TOV MAZEL TOV MAZEL TOV     MAZEL TOV
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Eliana is an eighth grader at Colonial Middle
School and she is in the National Junior Honor
Society. She began preschool at BTBJ when she
was two years old. Eliana has continued her
Jewish studies while in Religious School and vol-
unteers on Sunday mornings helping the
Mechina class.

Eliana plays the violin and is a part of the orches-
tra at CMS. She is also teaching herself to play
the guitar and enjoys anything musical. Eliana
loves art and likes painting in her free time.

Eliana has spent the past ten summers at
Ramah. First at Ramah Day Camp and now at
Ramah in the Poconos. She loves everything
about camp, especially being with her friends. 

For her mitzvah project, Eliana raised money for
Colel Chabad. She and her father boxed up food
for the less fortunate during their recent trip to
Israel.

We are very proud of Eliana and all of her
accomplishments and look forward to celebrating
her Bat Mitzvah with all of our family and friends. 

We'd like to thank all of Eliana’s preschool and
religious school teachers, as well as Rabbi Grife,
Rabbi Roni, Cantor Benjamin and Valarie for all
that they do for Eliana, our family and the BTBJ
community.

Eliana Kaganovsky
Daughter of 

Leanne and David 
Sister of 

Ari, Talia and Neomi
Became a 

Bat Mitzvah on 
March 28, 2020 via
Zoom and in person 
November 28, 2020

Madden Kelman
Daughter of 

Robin Kelman and 
Eric Kelman

Sister of Jaiden
Becomes a 

Bat Mitzvah on
December 5, 2020

Madden Kelman is currently in 7th grade and is a
hardworking, straight-A student who thrives when it
comes to school and learning. She started at BTBJ for
preschool at age two and has had an active Jewish edu-
cation ever since.   She has made many friends at
BTBJ, a few of which will remain lifelong. 

When Madden is not studying for school and social-
izing with her widespread group of friends, she spends
a lot of her time on Tik Tok. She has become a fantastic
Tik Tok influencer. 

Seriously though, Madden is amazing! Madden
joined her friends on the soccer field and in only a few
short years her coach has made her the starting goalie
for her playoff bound team. She has had two shutouts
this season thus far and is poised to lead them to the
championship game.  This comes on the heels of last
winter’s championship basketball season, where she
won the title with her sister Jaiden. 

Over the last couple years Madden has grown into a
young woman who is very confident, someone who
thinks and acts outside of the box and beats to her own
drum. She works hard at everything she puts her mind
towards and her parents and step-parents are very
proud.

For her Bat Mitzvah project, she would like to help
the homeless by collecting travel size items and snacks
and putting them in small bags that she can safely hand
out to the homeless locally. With donations from friends,
family and congregants, we hope to help Madden make
her mitzvah project a success over the next few months. 

She has always been a girl with a sweet, kind heart
and soul. This mitzvah project is something she came
up with on her own and is just one example of the com-
passion and thoughtfulness Madden has when it comes
to helping others.

Our family is extremely proud of Madden for all that
she has accomplished and her commitment to becom-
ing a Bat Mitzvah. This simcha would not have been
possible without the support and efforts of her BTBJ
family. We would like to thank Rabbi Grife, Rabbi Roni,
Cantor Greenfield, Mora Sharon, Valarie Hurwitz and all
of the religious school teachers for their time and dedi-
cation in teaching Madden about her Jewish heritage
and traditions.



MAZEL TOV MAZEL TOV Early Childhood Center Pics
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Juliana Ghosh is an eighth grader at Sandy Run
Middle School, and has been part of the BTBJ family
since 2016. While Juliana participated in activities with
the Hay class, she is continuing her Jewish education
attending Hebrew school classes at Gratz College as
part of a program for students who had attended Jewish
Day school, and are currently attending public school. 

Juliana is part of the chorus and select chorus at her
middle school, and was recently in her school’s produc-
tion of Aladdin Junior. She is also a member of
HaZaPrep, the middle school division of HaZamir, a
Jewish Choir with members in the United States and
Israel. Her love of music also extends to playing piano,
singing show tunes and pop music, as well as dancing.
Juliana is part of the Nava Nritya Dance Academy,
where she studies classic Indian dance, and is part of
their annual charity dance recital. She has been playing
rec soccer for Upper Dublin Township for the past seven
years, and enjoys playing goalie and offense. Juliana is
also involved in Girl Scouts. She will receive her silver
award, a leadership and community service award for
teaching the 3-5 age groups of preschoolers at BTBJ
about plants, as well as building a garden bed at BTBJ
and planting herbs and vegetables with her fellow Girl
Scouts.

There were two mitzvah projects that Juliana com-
pleted. One project was to collect sanitary products for
a charity in India affiliated with her dance academy.  Two
large suitcases were filled, and the sanitary products
collected were brought over and given to  those in need.
Her second project was delivering meals to the needy
with her Dad through the Jewish Relief Agency (JRA).
Even during the pandemic, Juliana helped to deliver
food to those in need, including 2 holocaust survivors.

We are proud and excited for Juliana to celebrate her
Bat Mitzvah both virtually and in person with our family,
friends and BTBJ congregation. Juliana has worked
hard, and we are grateful that she has had such heartfelt
support and guidance from Rabbi Grife, Rabbi Roni,
Cantor Benjamin, Marcie Leshner and Val Hurwitz -
thank you! 

Juliana Ghosh
Daughter of 

Sarah and Peter
Became a  

Bat Mitzvah on 
June 6, 2020 via zoom 
and December 12, 2020

in person
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You can contribute to the following funds at 3 levels.  A card will be sent on your behalf and an 
acknowledgement will appear in the BTBJ Newsletter.  

A wonderful way to let fellow congregants know you are thinking of them.
BRONZE - minimum $12.00 donation SILVER - minimum $18.00 donation

GOLD - minimum $36.00 donation
HONOR FUND - Acknowledges happy occasions and milestones such as B`nai Mitzvah, Confirmations,
graduations, engagements, weddings, anniversaries, births and any other occasion that moves you.
MEMORIAL FUND - Memorializes friends and family by honoring their passing.
MEMBERSHIP TZEDAKAH BOX - Supplements cost of dues adjustments for members in need.
CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING FUND - Supports lifelong learning which provides avenues for adults to
expand their knowledge and practice of Judaism and Jewish life.  Donations will help underwrite the costs of
classes, lectures, workshops and exciting speakers.
BENJAMIN DONALDSON HAY CLASS FUND - Supplements the cost of the Hay Class New York trip.
BLUM FAMILY TEENS TOGETHER FUND - Supports Teens Together programming and helps underwrite
Confirmation trip to New York.
EDUCATIONAL ENRICHMENT FUND - Purchases educational aids, equipment; provides enrichment pro-
grams for our Religious School.
CANTOR`S DISCRETIONARY FUND - Supports special musical programming and educational endeavors at
the discretion of Benjamin Greenfield.
WILLIAM HURWITZ SOCIAL MEDIA FUND - Provides broadcasting and video equipment for Religious
Services and Educational Classes and Presentations. 
LINDA'S FUND FOR THE LOVE OF ISRAEL - Provides stipends to teens and young adults for trips to
Israel.
LINDA JOY GRIFE/YAD L`YAD FUND - "Helping Hands" provides meals and shiva trays when a 
congregant is hospitalized or has a death in the family. Supports other charitable activities such as disaster
relief and mitzvah projects.
NANCY SELTZER TORAH RESTORATION FUND - Repairs and restores BTBJ Torahs.
PEGGY DVORAK MUSIC ENRICHMENT FUND - Supports music programming and education at BTBJ.
PHILIP & LEE HOROWITZ YOUTH FUND - Supports cost of youth activities.
PRESCHOOL FUND - Supports cost of youth activities.
RABBI`S DISCRETIONARY FUND - Supports charitable, spiritual and educational activities at the discretion
of Rabbi Grife.
SCHWENDERMAN FAMILY RELIGIOUS SCHOOL TUITION FUND - Funds scholarships to help defray the
cost of religious school tuitions.
RUTH ELSON FUND - Funds scholarships to further Jewish education including Jewish summer programs.
SECURITY FUND - For the purpose of keeping the building safe and sound.
TREE OF LIFE - These beautiful brass leaves enhance our lobby and keep a living history of our simchas.
For just $136 you may honor someone special for achieving a milestone - B`nai Mitzvah, Confirmation, 
wedding, graduation and more. Help the tree grow by sponsoring a new branch or a foundation rock.
BRICKS - When something great happens, put it on a brick or bench and enhance our outdoor entry.
Remember forever graduations, mitzvahs, weddings or other special events. 
From $136 - $180 for Bricks, $1995 per bench. SINGLE BRICK - $136 DOUBLE BRICK - $180
MEMORIAL PLAQUES - Honor the memory of a loved one who has departed for $236. Each year, plaque
lights are illuminated on your loved ones` Yahrzeit and at Yizkor.



MEMORIAL FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Ayres and family

Jack Lit
Bert Lit

Ms. Marcey Bacine
Morris Elgarten

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Baer
Stanley Halbert

Ms. Debby Baratz
Stanley Halbert

Dr. and Mrs. Laurence Belkoff and family
Shirley Belkoff

Mr. and Mrs. Barry Berkowitz
Stanley Halbert

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bogus
Stanley Halbert

The Bryant Family
Anastasia Berger

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Chiara and family
Stanley Halbert
Rita Hemlock Chiara

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Cohen and family
Robbie Cohen

Mr. Clint Damuth
Stanley Halbert

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and family
Stanley Halbert

Drs. Bruce and Toby Eisenstein
Rose Eisenstein

Mr. and Mrs. Bennett Fishbein
Dorothy Fishbein
David Fishbein
Edith Levinson

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Green and family
Stanley Halbert

Ms. Linda Handis
Gary Neil Handis

Mrs. Cindy Harris and family
Blossom Kauffman

Mr. and Mrs. Morrie Hochbaum and family
Claire Licht

Mr. and Mrs. David Ingber
Anna Mann

Mr. Larry Kelly
Stanley Halbert

Mrs. and Mrs. Charles Klein
Stanley Halbert

Mr. and Mrs. David Kurtz and family
Judy Hotchkiss

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Kurz
Stanley Halbert

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Levy
Jacob Denish
Jack Levy

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Miller and family
Stanley Halbert

Mr. and Mrs. Brett Neiderman and family
Gilbert Shor

Mr. Randall Royfe
Charles Finkelstein

Mr. Steve Saks
Stanley Halbert

The Schwenderman Family
Stanley Halbert

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Smith and family
Stanley Halbert

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Sobelman
Stanley Halbert

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tuteur
Stanley Halbert

Mr. and Mrs. Stan Weisbaum and family
Louis Berkowitz

Mr. and Mrs Jordan Yuter and family
Stanley Halbert

Ms. Naomi Zipkin and family
Theodora Feder
Marianne Nemchek

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
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BUILDING FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Engleman and family

In memory of Stanley Halbert
In honor of the marriage of Leigh Brosof to 
Dan Cohen

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
BTBJ Men’s Club

in honor of the engagement of Benjamin 
Greenfield to Becca Kass

CONGREGATIONAL LEARNING FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Arnan Finkelstein

In memory of Stanley Halbert
PEGGY DVORAK MUSIC ENRICHMENT FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and family

In honor of the birth of Isaac Heifetz-Li
EDUCATIONAL ENRICHMENT FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Ian Drossner and family

In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Seth Walcoff
LINDA JOY GRIFE YAD L’YAD FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Gordon and family

In memory of Nancy and Gary Veloric’s 
fathers

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Levy and family
In memory of Stanley Halbert

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Picker and family
In memory of Stanley Halbert

Mr. Steve Saks
Mazel Tov to Cantor Benjamin on his 
engagement to Becca Kass

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Zivitz
In honor of Beth Tikvah B’nai Jeshurun

LINDA’S FUND FOR THE LOVE OF ISRAEL
Mr. Benjamin Petersohn

In honor of Beth Tikvah B’nai Jeshurun
HONOR FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Laudenbach and family

In appreciation of Nancy Center’s leadership 
as past president of BTBJ. Thanking her for 
the mitzvah of keeping the BTBJ community 
thriving

WILLIAM HURWITZ SOCIAL MEDIA FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Cohen and family

In honor of Valarie Hurwitz and staff for all 
their hard work putting together amazing 
virtual High Holiday Services

Mr. Benjamin Petersohn
In honor of Beth Tikvah B’nai Jeshurun

Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Rosen
In honor of Beth Tikvah B’nai Jeshurun

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Spencer and family
In honor of High Holidays 5781

PRESCHOOL FUND
Mr. and Mrs. David Barrist and family

In memory of Stanley Halbert
Mr. and Mrs. Brett Neiderman and family

In memory of the father of 
Ann and Robert Berman

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Simmens
In memory of Leslie Frishman
In memory of Bernie Judd
In memory of Abe Simmens
In memory of the wife of S. Endlitch
In memory of Elizabeth Geller
In memory of Edward Frishman

Mr. and Mrs. Josh Taylor and family
Mazel Tov to Rabbi Roni on her Simchat 
Torah Honor
Mazel Tov to Rabbi Grife on his Simchat 
Torah Honor

Ms. Lee Ann Soowal
In honor of BTBJ High Holiday Services 

SCHWENDERMAN RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Flaks and family

In memory of Stanley Halbert
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Become part of our Camp 
Become part of our 

Camp Green Lane family!

EXCITING SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND OUT-OF-CAMP TRIPS

Located in Green Lane, PA

CAMP 
GREEN
LANE

“Where Happiness Counts”

215-234-9211
info@greenlane.com
www.greenlane.com

Melissa and Jay Freedman and Rene and 
Adam Weiner

Owners / Directors

Coed, residential, 7 week camp
for ages 6-16.

Half session available.
Full athletic, arts, adventure, and

waterfront programs

Experts in creating 
memories and friendships 

that last a lifetime, 
since 1926

The Schiff Dental Group
813 Bethlehem Pike, Erdenheim, PA 19038
215-233-1163
theschiffdentalgroup.com

  Dentistry

Outstanding patient care  is our mission.

As a group of highly respected dental specialists, general 
practitioners, and staff, we can deliver the finest dental care 
no matter how complex your needs. From implant dentistry, 
periodontal treatment, restorative and preventive care, to 
pediatric and award-winning cosmetic dentistry, we help you 
attain and maintain optimal dental health! Having built one of 

the finest state-of-the-art facilities in the Delaware Valley, we 
invite you and your family to visit our office and experience 
for yourselves the difference exceptional dentistry can make 
in your lives.

Pictured (Left to Right): Dr. Jonathan Rothbart, Dr. Yoonkyung Oh, Dr. Jill Zurek, Top Dentist 
2014, Dr. Lawrence Schiff, Top Dentist 2010, 2012, 2014, Dr. Richard Titlebaum, Top Dentist 
2014, Dr. Jill Moniz, Dr. Jonathan Waasdorp, Top Dentist 2014
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Steve DelCarlino
Travel Planning Advisor 
(610)368-0908 | (833)578-7285
www.delstravelcompany.com
steve.delcarlino@cruiseplanners.com

Roosevelt
 Memorial Park

A Dignity Memorial Provider

NEW DEVELOPMENT AVAILABLE
JEWISH INNER FAITH COUPLES WELCOME 

PRE-PLANNING IS EASY 
Your Children Will Love You For It!

10% PRENEED SAVINGS
Contact Doreen Berest   (215) 219-9293

Doreen.Berest@DignityMemorial.com
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Contact Jules Rosenman to place an ad today! 
jrosenman@lpiseniors.com or (800) 477-4574 x6421 

For more information
call LPI Today 800-477-4574



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18
Light candles...........................................................4:20 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
Services................................................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25
Light candles...........................................................4:23 pm
NO SERVICES

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26
Services................................................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, JANUARY 1
Light candles...........................................................4:28 pm
NO SERVICES

SATURDAY, JANUARY 2
Services................................................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8
Light candles...........................................................4:34 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9
Services................................................................10:00 am
Featuring our Adult Trope Class

FRIDAY, JANUARY 15
Light candles...........................................................4:42 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16
Services................................................................10:00 am
Elana Meltzer, daughter of Josh and Dana Meltzer will be

called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah

FRIDAY, JANUARY 22
Light candles...........................................................4:50 pm
ECC Pajama Tot Shabbat.......................................6:00 pm

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23
Services................................................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29
Light candles...........................................................4:58 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30
Services................................................................10:00 am
Featuring Dalet and Hay students

SCHEDULE of SERVICES SCHEDULE of SERVICES

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6
Light candles...........................................................4:34 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7
Services................................................................10:00 am

Lily Bentley, daughter of Christopher and Alexis Bentley
will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13
Light candles...........................................................4:27 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm
ECC Tot Shabbat....................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14
Services................................................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20
Light candles...........................................................4:22 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21
Services................................................................10:00 am

Jemmi Seeherman, daughter of Elisa and Michael
Seeherman will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27
Light candles...........................................................4:19 pm
NO SERVICES

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28
Services................................................................10:00 am

Eliana Kagaonovsky, daughter of Leanne and David
Kaganovsky will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4
Light candles...........................................................4:17 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5
Services................................................................10:00 am

Madden Kelman, daughter of Robin Kelman and Eric
Kelman will be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11
Light candles...........................................................4:17 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
Services................................................................10:00 am

Juliana Ghosh, daughter of Sarah and Peter Ghosh will
be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah


