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Hamentashen
Yum...

Can I
play with the
groggers?

I’m
ready for the

costume
parade!

A Shehekheyanu for Receiving a Vaccine
By Rabbi Margaret Frisch Klein

Modah Ani/Modeh Ani

I thank You
For the wisdom of the scientists,

For the courage of the trial volunteers,
For the skill and strength and compassion of the 

health care professionals,
For the patience of the delivery workers,
All who have brought us to this moment.

For our bodies, 
Our finely balanced networks,

Capable of blessing You.
May this vaccine offer protection.

May it offer strength.
May it offer hope.

Barukh atah Adonai,
Shehekheyanu v'ki'manu v'higianu lazman hazeh.

Blessed are You,
Who has kept us alive and sustained us and enabled us to reach

this very moment.
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FEBRUARY 2021 EVENTS
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

Mussar Class 7:00 pm Virtual Religious
School 4:00 pm

Minyan 10:00 am      4
Beginner’s Hebrew
10:45 am
Virtual Rel. School 
5 pm
Daf Yomi 7 pm

Services 6:30 pm
featuring Gimel 
students

Services 10:00 am
Junior. Congregation
10:30 am

Religious School 
9:00 am & 11:45 am
Minyan 10:00 am
World Wide Wrap
10:45 am

Mussar Class 7:00 pm

Mussar Class 7:00 pm

Religious School    
9:00 am & 11:45 am
Minyan 10:00 am
Aleph Preconsecration
12:00 pm

Mussar Class 7:00 pm Virtual Religious
School 4:00 pm
BTBJ University 
7:00 pm

Virtual Religious
School 4:00 pm

Mussar Class 7:00 pm
Virtual Religious School 
4:00 pm
Hay and Kesher Teens 
Religious School 
6:30 pm

Minyan 10:00 am
Beginner’s Hebrew
10:45 am
Religious School 5 pm
Daf Yomi 7 pm

Services 6:30 pm Services 10:00 am
Bar Mitzvah of
Spencer Rosen

Virtual Religious
School 4:00 pm 
Hay Religious School
6:30 pm
Adult Trope 7:30 pm

Minyan 10:00 am
Daf Yomi 4:00 pm
Religious School 5 pm

Aleph Consecration
Services 6:30 pm

Services 10:00 am
Jr. Congregation 
10:30 am

Religious School 
9:00 am & 11:45 am
Minyan 10:00 am
Elder Care featuring
David Barrist 
10:45 am

Virtual Religious
School 4:00 pm
Rabbi Roni’s Salon
7:00 pm

Virtual Religious
School 4:00 pm
Hay & Kesher Teens
Religious School
6:30 pm

Minyan 10:00 am
Beginner’s Hebrew
10:45 am
Daf Yomi 4:00 pm
Religious School 5 pm
Board Meeting 7:30 pm

Services 6:30 pm
Featuring Mechina
students

Services 10:00 am
Shi’ur Siddur 10:00 am

Minyan 10:00 am
Religious School 
9:00 am & 11:45 am
Sundays with Rabbi
10:45 am
Better Together 12:30 pm

Virtual Religious
School 4:00 pm
BTBJ University 7 pm

Virtual Religious School
4:00 pm
Hay Religious School 
6:30 pm
Adult Trope 7:30 pm

Virtual Religious School
4:00 pm
Hay and Kesher Teens
Religious School 
6:30 pm

Minyan 10:00 am    
Daf Yomi 4:00 pm
Virtual Religious
School 5pm

Services 6:30 pm Services 10:00 am

Minyan 10:00 am

Mussar Class 7:00 pm Virtual Religious
School 4:00 pm
BTBJ University 7 pm

Virtual Religious
School 4:00 pm
Hay Religious School 
6:30 pm
Adult Trope 7:30 pm

Minyan 10:00 am
Religious School 5 pm
Daf Yomi 7:00 pm

Services 6:30 pm EREV PESACH
Services 10:00 am
Torah Study Session 
12 pm

PESACH - DAY 1
Services 10:00 am

PESACH - DAY 2
Services 10:00 am

Virtual Religious
School  4:00 pm  
Rabbi Roni’s Salon 
7 pm

Virtual Religious School 
4:00 pm
Hay & Kesher Teens
Rel. School 6:30 pm
Men’s Club Virtual
Whiskey Tasting

Minyan 10:00 am
Beginner’s Hebrew
10:45 am
Religious School 5 pm
Daf Yomi 7:00 pm

Services 6:30 pm
featuring Bet students

Services 10:00 am
Shi’ur Siddur 10:00 am

Religious School    
9:00 am & 11:45 am
Minyan 10:00 am 
Virtual Purim
Celebration

Mussar Class 7:00 pm
Elder Care Series 
featuring Jan
Zacharjasz 7 pm

Virtual Religious 
School 4:00 pm
BTBJ University 7 pm

Virtual Religious
School 4:00 pm
Hay Religious School 
6:30 pm
Adult Trope 7:30 pm

Minyan 10:00 am
Religious School 5 pm
Virtual Megillah
Reading 7 pm

Services 6:30 pm
Torah Study Session 
9:30 am
Services 10:00 am
Havdallah Service 
featuring Gan & Nitzanim
students 5:30 pm

MARCH 2021 EVENTS

Virtual Minyan        28
10:00 am
Sundays w/ Rabbi
10:45 am
Religious School 9 am
& 11:45 am
Better Together 
12:30 pm
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“5 Things to
Know”

father’s name before the mother’s name because we
usually derive our Jewish status through our father.  It
is fine if you or your parents’ names are in Yiddish
rather than in Hebrew.  They are both lovely, accept-
able and correct.  If one prefers to have a Hebrew
name, one can always translate from Yiddish into
Hebrew or choose a Hebrew name besides or in addi-
tion to one’s Yiddish name.  Many names are singular
and all names, whether they be Hebrew or Yiddish
are beautiful.  There are many ways to choose and
select a name.  Hopefully one likes their name, knows
it and is proud of it.  If not, a name can be changed at
any time!  I recently taught a class on this.  Also, I
believe that not only should we all know our Jewish
names, I’d love everyone to know how to write them.
These are things that come into play more than one
might think over the course of a lifetime.  And once
you know your name and know how to write your
Hebrew name, you’re set!  Feel free to contact me if
you have any questions about your Hebrew name.

2) The Hebrew and English names of the 5 books
of the Torah. Do we know that there are 5 books in
the Torah?  Do we know their names?  In English?  In
Hebrew?  Do we know them in order?  Every week I
include this information in the Dvar Torah I send out
to the congregation before Shabbat.  Many of us
know too little of the Torah and its narrative.  For
example, too many people don’t realize that Moshe’s
story is not in the first book of Genesis; Moshe is
introduced to us in the second book called Exodus in
chapter 2 and stays with us for the rest of the 4 books
until the Torah ends.  A more thorough grounding in its
order and contents gives us a greater understanding
of our roots and long-standing Traditions.  There are
54 parshiyot or Torah portions.  On the average, we
read 1 of them a week.  Twice a month BTBJ U stud-
ies the weekly Torah portion.  It’s informative, enlight-
ening and lots of fun.  Join us anytime!  Everyone is
always welcome!  Many Jews around the world read
the Torah portion each week to become versed in its
contents.  A fundamental knowledge of Torah can
serve our Jewish identities well throughout our life-
times!!

3) The Jewish holiday cycle. Several holidays are
well known to us all, like Hanukkah, Pesach and Yom
Kippur.  But there is a year filled with other obser-
vances, both joyful and sorrowful.  Do we know that
there are at least 6 fast days in a year… and that not
all of them pertain to us all?  Some major Jewish hol-
idays often get overlooked by many for one reason or
another.  For example, the mournful day of Tisha B’av
when  we  recall  the  destruction  of  the  2  ancient  

If you could only know 5 things about Judaism… what
would they be?

According to Jewish tradition, knowledge equals
strength.  Jews believe that true strength comes not
from physical might but from our connection to Torah
and mitzvot.  Therefore, the more you know, the
stronger you are!

All of us, yes, every Jew, is in the same boat of knowl-
edge.  Everyone of us knows at least something;
none of us knows everything.  Interested Jews do
their best to add to their knowledge and deepen their
Jewish identity throughout their lives.

If you could only know 5 things… what would they
be?

I ask this question because it remains my fervent
hope that all of us will take more time to further our
Jewish education and consequently deepen our
Jewish pride and awareness.  We offer several edu-
cational opportunities on a weekly basis here at
BTBJ.  I hope you’ll consider joining us to study when-
ever you can.  You’ll be surprised at how much you
can learn and how well it can serve you and those you
influence.  In addition, you’ll meet a whole class of
wonderful people to study with, discuss Judaism with
and become friends with!

I’d like to suggest 5 things that I would like all of us to
know to build a strong foundation for our Jewish
souls…

1) Our Hebrew names. Traditionally, we go by our
Hebrew or Yiddish name(s) plus the word “ben (son
of)” for a man and “bat (daughter of)” for a woman
plus the Hebrew or Yiddish names of our parents.
Then, if your father is a Kohen (priest) or Levi (Levite),
you include that moniker next to their name.  Today,
when we offer misheberach prayers for people’s
health, we usually lead with the mother’s name then
the father’s name. When we call people up by name
to  the  Torah  for  an  aliya, we  usually  lead  with the
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Temples is lost on many because it occurs during the
summer when many of us don’t frequent the syna-
gogue.  If one attended Jewish summer camp, then it
is highly likely that one commemorated Tisha B’av
there, complete with the fast, the mourning practices
and the lighting of candles.  Another example is
Shavuot.  Shavuot is a major Jewish holiday, one of
the 3 Shalosh Regalim, the 3 pilgrimage festivals.
This name is found in the Torah because the Torah
specifically states that if you are capable of coming to
Jerusalem and bringing an offering to the Temple, all
should do so at least 3 times a year – on Pesach in
the spring, on Shavuot 7 weeks later in the early sum-
mer and on Sukkot, beginning 5 days after Yom
Kippur in the fall.  Shavuot is known as Zman Matan
Toratenu, the season of Revelation or the Giving of
the Torah on Mt. Sinai.  But it falls in the shadow of
Pesach and often falls out near the end of the school
term when camp is beginning so many people do
connect to it.  Ever year we celebrate Confirmation on
Shavuot so if you were confirmed or if your children
were, you know it.  Shavuot introduces us to the Ten
Commandments, the Torah and the observance of
mitzvot.  But many of us do not know this.  The
Jewish holiday cycle is filled with observances, both
major and minor, both joyous and somber.  There is
actually only 1 month in the entire year that is devoid
of any observances except Rosh Hodesh (the New
Month) and of course, Shabbat.  Jews who live by the
calendar and follow it closely connect to the rhythmic
cycles of the year and understand why some sea-
sons are filled with happiness while others are
marked by melancholy.  The Jewish calendar dictates
so much of what we do, who we are and how we feel!
I would love all of us to gain a deeper understanding
of our cycles of time.  There is so much to know and
to feel here!

4) The Jewish life cycle. Judaism teaches lessons,
rituals and values about every stage of life from birth
to death.  We know that when a baby boy is 8 days
old, we hold a Brit Mila or ritual circumcision.  Baby
girls are traditionally named before they become 1
month old.  You wouldn’t believe, however, how many
people ask questions that have to do with death and
dying.  For example, do we know that there is a cer-
emony called Vidui, or the confessional, that is said
over someone who is perhaps confronting the end of
life?  Also, people often ask question about Jewish
mourning practices.  For example, who wears the
Kriya ribbon?  On which side?  For how long?  Or
who can say Kaddish?  For how long?  All of us con-
nect to the Jewish life cycle with ourselves and others
throughout our lives.  I would love everyone to gain a 

deeper understanding about what we do, when, for
how long and why.

5) Fifth and finally… where to begin? We have a
4000-year-old heritage that dates back to circa. 1800
BCE when Abraham and Sarah took God up on His
invitation to leave their homeland behind them and
begin the journey of Jewish peoplehood.  What inter-
ests you about Jewish life?  What knowledge would
you like to impart to your children?  To your families?
Learning how to read Hebrew?  We’ve got a class
doing that now!  Learning how to read Torah?  We’ve
got a class for that too!  Learning how to speak con-
versational Hebrew?  Learning more about Israel?
Zionism?  Jewish law?  The Talmud?  We’ve got a
weekly class studying Daf Yomi, the venture of study-
ing 1 page of Talmud everyday from beginning to end.
The entire project takes approximately 7 ¼ years…
and we just surpassed the 1-year mark!  Every great
journey is accomplished 1 day and 1 step at a time!
Some of us are studying the Talmud on a daily basis.
But you don’t have to commit to anything!  Why not
check out our weekly Daf Yomi class for 1 night?
Come learn something and see what it’s all about!

In conclusion, knowledgeable Jews tend to be
stronger, prouder and more committed Jews.  I would
love for all of us further our Jewish connections in any
and every way we can.  The fact that we spend more
time at home because of the pandemic has given lots
of us more time and opportunity to engage in Jewish
study.  BTBJ offers many classes, events and oppor-
tunities to learn.  Our congregational learning commit-
tee has worked hard to offer a vast array of classes.
You should all have their schedule.  If not, find it
online, see our weekly announcements or contact the
office.  Everyone is cordially welcome regardless of
your background or any other consideration.  BTBJ is
a warm, welcoming, haimishe community.  Our ranks
are filled with people who have studied with us for
years and have gained a tremendous education
along with a newfound thirst for knowledge and deep
enthusiasm for our rich heritage.  This opportunity to
become better versed in the Jewish experience is
available to us all!  None of us ever stops learning!
Whether you are a novice or the greatest Talmudic
scholar, we all continue to find new insights all the
days of our lives!

Therefore, I invite you to consider the ways of how
you can grow into a more knowledgeable and prouder
Jew.  And remember… BTBJ has lots of user-friendly
classes and ways to help!
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"Rabbi Saul gave the following invocation on
Monday, January 18 for the installation of offi-
cers meeting for the Cheltenham NAACP...”

From chaos to order, from dark to light, from divisive-
ness to unity – from despair to hope!

My friends, tonight we gather to celebrate the begin-
ning of a new chapter for the Cheltenham NAACP as
we recognize and appoint their new leaders, including
my friend Ed Graham, who assumes the role of pres-
ident tonight.  Ed, I want to congratulate you and all
the new officers of the chapter.  May your service
strengthen the sacred endeavors of the NAACP and
bolster the security and welfare of all of our local res-
idents!

As individuals, Americans and human beings, we are
all facing the challenges of a lifetime!

We are contending with death and devastation
wrought by corona which has claimed 2 million lives
around the globe including 400,000 of our fellow
American citizens.

We are suffering from an economy in crisis, leaving
too many Americans jobless, worried about how to
pay rent and to simply put food on the table.  We are
watching growing lines at food banks, shuttered busi-
nesses and people scrounging for money for every-
thing from their mortgages to their next meal, from
providing heat in the winter to paying for their critical
medications.

We are battling systemic racism across the US.  The
names of George Floyd, Breanna Taylor and others
remind us of the injustice that continues to be perpe-
trated amongst its citizens.  We long for the day
when, as Dr. Martin Luther King prayed in his renown
“I Have A Dream Speech” on August 28, 1963 in
Washington DC…

I have a dream that my 4 little children will one day
live in a nation where they will not be judged by the
color of their skin but by the content of their charac-
ter.

Although our nation has progressed greatly since the
tumultuous days of the Civil Rights Movement of the
1960’s, America still has a long road to travel until true
justice and equality are equally available to all regard-
less of our individual differences.

An inspiring story. The legendary Rabbi Akiva devel-
oped into one of the greatest rabbis of all time.  But
according to Tradition, he didn’t know an Aleph from
a Bet, the most rudimentary of Jewish knowledge,
until he was 40 years old.  Our Talmudical Daf Yomi
studies revealed recently that until he was 40, Akiva
was an “Am Ha’aretz”, which means an ignorant
boor!  I was taken aback because the Talmud intro-
duced a new perspective on Akiva.  The name of
Rabbi Akiva is synonymous with great Jewish schol-
arship.  There are Jewish camps, schools and youth
movements named after him.  But, I guess until he
started to learn, he was ignorant!  One point of all of
this is that if you feel that there are things you can
and want to learn to supplement your Jewish educa-
tion for your sake and to benefit your children and
families by providing a good example of always striv-
ing to grow into a more insightful Jew, it is never too
late and there exists a myriad of ways to accomplish
it!  And it doesn’t have to be done in 1 day!  It should
be done over a lifetime.

Pirke Avot, the Ethics of our Sages, a part of the
Talmud, reveals in chapter 2 paragraph 5 that Rabbi
Hillel taught…

Do not say I will study when I have the time, for per-
haps you will never have the time!

Therefore, I hope all of us possesses a yen to study,
know and become more and will seek to satisfy that
desire one way or another!

Why not begin by checking out all that BTBJ has to
offer and is already offering to so many of us of every
age, from our youngest to our most senior members!

Life is for learning.  Judaism embraces and cele-
brates life.  A knowledge of Judaism can enrich our
lives and souls.  And I hope we will go about it in the
most positive and fulfilling of ways.  Let BTBJ help!

Let’s make 5781 a year of learning
something new for us all!...

Amen!



Cheltenham Township NAACP Meeting (continued) Megillah Reading

6

May we live to see the words of the prophets become
the reality for all …

As Amos said, “Let justice roll down like waters and
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream!”

And as Isaiah hoped, “Nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.
For everyone, from the least to the greatest, shall
know Me!”

I wish great success to all the new leaders tonight of
the Cheltenham NAACP chapter.  On a personal
note, to incoming President Ed Graham, I wish you,
my dear friend, all the best and want you to know how
proud I am of you and of all you do for the residents
of our own little corner of the world!

My friends, as this new local and federal administra-
tion and secular year begins, may we all strive to be
a part of the solution with what beleaguers our nation
and our world.  May we all endeavor to be the light,
compassion and peace we hope to see in our world!
May we summon the vision, the courage and the
resolve necessary to create a more just society and
never waver from that hope until our goals are
reached!

May God bless us and establish the work of our
hands to support the common good…

AMEN!!

We are suffering from the political divide that recently
witnessed the previously unthinkable crescendo of
the storming of the gates of Democracy on
Wednesday, January 6th as the sacred work of sign-
ing off on the Electoral College votes was interrupted
by a violent insurrection that saw our nation’s Capitol
Building desecrated and claimed 5 lives before the
riot was halted.

These are the turbulent and highly unsettling times
amidst which we live my friends. 

In response to this chaos, this darkness, this divisive-
ness, this suffering and this despair, tonight we gather
to further the blessings of order, justice, light, unity,
welfare, democracy, peace, love and hope!

In 1909, the charter of the NAACP promised to cham-
pion equal rights and eliminate prejudice.  The organ-
ization has supported many and advanced this cause
greatly but we all know that they and we still have a
great journey to take before our goals are fully real-
ized.

Therefore, tonight let us pray.

Let us pray for the new incoming leaders of our
Cheltenham NCAAP chapter as well as for all the
leaders of our beloved country.  Dear God, help them
to serve the public faithfully and fitfully.  Help them
understand the rules of justice that govern our nation,
so that peace and security, happiness and freedom
will be greatly restored and never depart from our
land.

Dear Lord, may your spirit dwell within our new lead-
ers and within all of us.  Help us to uproot hatred, divi-
sion, malice and injustice from our souls and our
hearts.  Instead, plant love and companionship,
peace and friendship among the many diverse peo-
ples and faiths who dwell in our country.  Grant us the
knowledge to judge justly, the wisdom to act with
compassion and equity and the understanding and
courage to further the blessings of life, liberty and
equity for the benefit of every American!

Dear God, may it be Your will that our land again be
a blessing to all who dwell here and everywhere on
this earth.  May Your vision inspire all nations to dwell
in friendship and in freedom.

Virtual Megillah Reading
Thursday,

February 25, 2021
7:00 p.m.
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Michael Drossner, President

One of the great aspects about being President of the
Board of Directors at BTBJ is that we have so many
incredible staff members and volunteers.  For every
issue which needs to be discussed, there are quali-
fied staff members, teachers, clergy, board members
and volunteers willing to help in the best interest of
our synagogue.  This month, in order to see some of
the work they put in, I’m going to share “A Week in the
Life of the BTBJ President” based on the week prior
to submitting this article.  Of course, all of the meet-
ings referenced below are virtual!

On Monday, January 11, I started the week strong
with two BTBJ meetings.  At 10am, the House &
Maintenance committee discussed various projects
for our building.  Most importantly, we are reviewing
and evaluating quotes from contractors to build an
egress door along the Paper Mill Road side of our
sanctuary.  Over the past two years, as evaluated the
security of our shul, it became apparent that another
exit would be beneficial.  Of course, the cost of such
a project is always an issue, and even more so during
a pandemic.  While Val has done a terrific job at
obtaining grant money to offset costs, we still need to
select the appropriate vendor at a reasonable price
and make sure that the quotes are complete and thor-
ough so there are no surprises later; in addition, we
need to make sure the construction is complete
before our first spring B’nai Mitzvah!  Later that night,
from 7-9pm, the Finance Committee held its monthly
meeting to review our budget, discuss additional
expenses from this year, and determine how to best
manage such expenses to keep within our budget.  In
addition, we talked about the new PPP2 loans, the
requirements to obtain them, the application process
and how we wanted to proceed. 

On Tuesday, January 12, the Ways & Means commit-
tee met at 7pm to discuss fundraising events. While
we understand that it’s been a difficult year for many
in the workforce, fundraising is still a key element of
our budget process and we hope that our congre-
gants can provide some additional support while also
contributing to a fun community event.  We recognize
that sponsorships and raffles may not be as readily
available due to businesses that were affected by the
pandemic, but we discussed various events which
would provide value to our members as well as help
raise much-needed funds for BTBJ.  Stay tuned for
more information regarding our fundraising plans for
this coming year.

The following day, Wednesday January 13, brought
another two meetings.  During the day, at noon, I
attended the weekly lay-pro meeting whereby our
clergy, executive director and a board officer meet to
review the upcoming calendar to discuss and prepare
for events.  Later that night, we had our monthly exec-
utive advisory board meeting with the Board Officers
and past presidents.  This meeting, which occurs
about a week before our monthly board meeting, pro-
vides me and other officers with an opportunity to dis-
cuss issues and ideas before they reach the full
Board, especially when we need to decide which
issues need to be prioritized for the Board’s attention. 

On Thursday, January 14, from 2-3pm, I attended a
webinar from United Synagogues of Conservative
Judaism.  USCJ is the umbrella organization for most
conservative synagogues around the county and a
great source for guidance and information.  On this
date, we discussed collaborations with other organi-
zations in our community, including other syna-
gogues.  USCJ has an assortment of webinars on
various topics, most of which have some relevancy to
us at BTBJ.  It is always interesting to meet with and
talk to presidents, executive directors and rabbis of
synagogues from all over the United States.

And finally, on Friday, January 15, I prepared my
agenda for next week’s board meeting.  In order to do
so, I reviewed the meeting minutes from the prior
board meeting, my notes from the recent EAB meet-
ing and other committee meetings, and I check my
“BTBJ To Do” list on my phone’s Notes app.  Once I
create the draft agenda, I share it with a few of my
executive team members for feedback and then it’s
emailed to the entire board.
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Where has the year gone?  Hard to believe we are
already heading into February.  Heading into this
month, we put the spotlight on Purim.  Josh Gayl has
generously volunteered his time to help plan for a vir-
tual Purim celebration.  More information will be com-
ing your way shortly.
We enjoyed a January Havdallah and Bingo Night
with RSPSG.  It was wonderful to be together spiritu-
ally as we ended Shabbat with beautiful melodies
from Rabbi Roni and family.  We had seven Bingo
winners and they each received a $5 Wawa Gift card
so that was exciting.
Thanks to Debbie Blume, we also held a coffee
fundraiser to help raise funds for the religious school.
Thank you to everyone who participated and we hope
you enjoyed your coffee.
Just a reminder to take a look at the volunteer check-
in list that is in Rabbi Roni’s schmooze each week.
Now that we are in person for Sunday religious
school, we could use some volunteers to help with the
check-in process.
As always, thank you for all your support and involve-
ment.  Please feel free to reach out to either of us with
any questions or suggestions!  We know this is a
VERY different type of year but coming together for
services, events or holidays really does help bring a
sense of community to all this craziness.  Hopefully
you will join us for the second half of the year as more
events are planned.
Be safe and well!
Fondly,
Terri Rosen and Rachel Handis 
RSPSG Co-Chair

Now you know what “A Week in the Life of the BTBJ
President” looks like (although I admit that they’re not
always this busy!).  I want to thank all of our volun-
teers, especially those with specific skill sets who
help with these important issues, for their time and
dedication to BTBJ.  There are way too many to name
here, but we would be unable to run such a wonderful
organization without you!
Michael Drossner

Congregational Learning continues to provide pro-
gramming virtually. Our Beginner Hebrew program is
going strong, and Rabbi Grife encourages new mem-
bers to join.  We have additional textbooks for the pro-
gram, and hope you will consider joining. Classes
meet twice a month, see the Congregational Learning
brochure for more information.

Adult Trope will begin its new semester on February
10th, and offer both a synchronous and asynchro-
nous track.  If you are interested in joining, please
contact Cantor Benjamin or Sarah Ghosh
(sarah@ghosh.us).

Thank you to all the affiliates and the hard work of our
staff, and especially Val who worked tirelessly to bring
you the eight days of Chanukah programming.  It was
a wonderful way to share as a community the simcha
and miracle of light, and we hope you had a chance
to participate in one or more of the programs. 

Thank you to Amy Wine for leading our discussion on
The Blessing of a Skinned Knee. Please also join us
in April for the second installment of our parent series,
The Blessing of a B-, also by Wendy Mogel, that
addresses how to raise a resilient teen.

Rabbi Roni’s latest salon offering was a discussion
with her co-host Paula Dvorak on Sarah Hurwitz’s
book, Here All Along. The book was very well
received, and if you missed the conversation, we are
considering an additional program follow up touching
on some of the topics covered in the book.  We did
record the program, so please keep an eye out for the
link.

We hope you will join us for our upcoming program on
Sunday, February 7th, where we will have a virtual
program with Soferet, and Rabbi Rebecca Richman.
She will take a look at the letter forms traditionally
used to write sifrei kodesh (holy books), and partici-
pants will have an opportunity to “ask the soferet
(scribe)” questions about writing and maintaining
sacred writing. Please check constant contact for
more information. Sarah Ghosh

SAVE THE DATE!
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2021

Virtual Purim Celebration
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From the Desk of Rabbi Roni Handler       

The theme for this year at BTBJ is “Olam Hesed
Yibaneh – We will build this world from love/compas-
sion/lovingkindness.” As we navigate our political cli-
mate, as well as the ongoing threat of this global pan-
demic, these words continue to guide us and serve as
a reminder of how to greet each new day. 

This month, as part of my monthly salon series in
which we delve deeply into our theme, we read and
discussed “Here All Along: Finding Meaning,
Spirituality, and a Deeper Connection to Life – In
Judaism (After Finally Choosing to Look There)” by
Sara Hurwitz. In her book she describes hesed as an
action we take to “help those who are physically or
emotionally in need.”  We must always find time to
engage in acts of hesed. By doing so, Hurwitz writes,
we imitate G-d. We are told to “show up” for one
another and to do whatever possible to make one
another “feel loved.”

Though there continues to be much that is completely
out of our control, we do have the ability to show-up
for one another. Every day we are presented with
opportunities to support one another, to spread love,
and to show compassion. As Sarah reminds us, never
has she regretted the opportunity to show up for a
friend, family member, or coworker; she only regrets
the moments she did not. Look around each day and
notice what you can do today to build a world filled
with love/compassion/lovingkindness.

While vaccines are here and our population is slowly
being inoculated, we are not yet out of the woods. To
guide us on our journey and inspire us toward a world
filled with hesed, I offer “From Darkness to Light: A
Meditation on Receiving the COVID-19 Vaccine,” by
Rabbi Rebecca Kamil.

Rabbi Roni Handler
Associate Rabbi/

Director of
Congregational

Learning

As we move from darkness to light
May we take this vaccine as a sign of 

what is to come
A world reopened and renewed 
Embracing family and friends 

Gathering together in joy 
May we also be mindful of what has been 

The lives lost
The sorrow felt

And may the past and present intertwine 
Giving us hope for the future 



Early Childhood Center Pictures
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More ECC Pictures........ BTBJ Brag Bag
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We are expanding our Brag Bag........
We would like to acknowledge the super accomplish-
ments of all our talented congregants. We want to
celebrate our children, our families and our friends on
their special awards and honors. Please also let us
know of your life cycle events with pictures including
births, engagements, weddings, anniversaries, spe-
cial birthdays, etc. 

Mazel Tov To:
Jenna and Kenny Ayres, Robin and Ron Ayres
and Kenny and Beth Gordon on the birth of their
son and grandson, 
Jackson Ralph Ayres.

Donna and Lester Weinraub on the wedding of
Adam and Danielle Weinraub.



THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
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MEMORIAL FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Abrams and family

Lynne Erenberg
Dr. Leonard S. Abrams

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Aranowitz and family
Gerri Berkowitz

Ms. Joyce Block
Miriam Block

Ms. Randee M. Borosky
Paul Borosky

Mr. Robert A. Clair
Frances Meiman
Irving Clair

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Cohen and family
Abe Cohen
Walter Lowe
Fannie Krevsky

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Denmark and family
Linda Denmark

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and family
Sidney Dvorak
Harry Dworeck

Drs. Bruce and Toby Eisenstein
Ira Eisenstein
Edward Karet
Sylvia Karet

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Engleman and family
Arthur Ellman

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Glicksman
Leo Epstein
Esther Epstein
Cecilia Glicksman

Mr. Jonathan Goldring
Amy Goldring

Dr. and Mrs. Elihu Goren
Dora Goren

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Green and Family
John Wallach

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Handis
Edward J. Weiss

Ms. Gail Handler and family
Max Bralow

Mrs. Cindy Harris and family
Sylvia Feinman

Mrs. Ethel Herman
Elliott Herman

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Hochbaum and family
Joel Hochbaum
Herman Sack
Jack Licht

Mr. Alexander L. Kaufman
Faith R. Kaufman

Mr. Murray Klug
Mala Klug

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kudosh and family
Louis Kahanowitz
Lena H. Kudosh
Leah M. Weissberger

Ms. Florence Kuritz
Rose Sutow

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Levy
Anna Denish
Esther Levy

Mr. Max L. Lieberman
Julia Lieberman Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Mishkin
Frances Mishkin
Samuel Chud

Mr. and Mrs. David Nuddle and Family
Roselyn and Seymour Nuddle
Walter J. Lowe
Iris Morrison
Geraldine Bell
Irene Paul
Vicki Schimmel
Sylvia Feinman
Sharon Tubman
Leonard Carl Bulkin

Mr. Stephen Pearl
Benjamin Pearl
Rose Pearl

Mrs. Claire Schwartz
Kenneth Schwartz

Ms. Rebecca Singer
David L. Parnes

Ms. Lita Anne Smith
Walter J. Lowe

Mrs. Nancy Solnick
Walter J. Lowe

Ms. Beth Waxler
Doris M. Waxler

The Weisbaum Family
Morris Weisbaum

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Weissberger and family
Isadore Jacobson

Mr. and Mrs. John Yike and family
Harold Shapiro

Mr. and Mrs. Mario Zacharjasz and family
Bebe Markman

Ms. Naomi Zipkin and family
Sandra Feder

The Zuckerman Family
Bernice Zuckerman



ADULT EDUCATION FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Cohen and family

Mazel Tov on the occasion of the marriage of
Adam and Danielle Weinraub

BLUM FAMILY TEENS TOGETHER FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Chiara and family

In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Eliana Kaganovsky
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Juliana Ghosh

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and family
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Jemmi Seeherman
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Eliana Kaganovsky

BUILDING FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Engleman and family

In honor of the birth of Karen and Brett 
Neiderman’s grandson, 
Noah Riley Neiderman

PEGGY DVORAK MUSIC ENRICHMENT FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and family

Wishing Myra Weissberger a speedy recovery
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kudosh and family

In memory of Louis Kahanowitz
In honor of Dorothy Silverman’s special 
100th birthday
In honor of the birth of the Levine family’s 
granddaughter, Layla Levine
In memory of Michael Plotnick
In memory of Walter Lowe
In memory of John Stamm

Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Weinberger
Continued good health wishes to 
Myra Weissberger

EDUCATIONAL ENRICHMENT FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Halbert and family

In appreciation of Rabbi Roni’s support during
the Shiva in memory of Stanley Halbert

LINDA JOY GRIFE YAD L’YAD FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Abrams and family

In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Jemmi Seeherman

Ms. Rachel Dubin
Wishing Steve and Robin Katz a Happy and 
Healthy New Year

Mr. and Mrs. David Nuddle and family
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Jemmi Seeherman
Continued good health to Myra Weissberger
In honor of the birth of Ledger Gene Beletz

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Schwenderman and family
Wishing Myra Weissberger a speedy 
recovery
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Jemmi 
Seeherman
In memory of John Stamm
In memory of Morty Monsky
In appreciation and gratitude for 
caring support and prayers

LINDA’S FUND FOR THE LOVE OF ISRAEL
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Engleman and family

Mazel Tov to Ken and Beth Gordon on the 
birth of their grandson, Jackson Ralph Ayres
In memory of Walter Lowe

HONOR FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Cohen and family

In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Jemmi Seeherman
Wishing Kathy Gordon a speedy recovery
In honor of the 95th birthday of 
Millie Lautman

The Gittleman Family
Best wishes to Rabbi Grife as he is about to 
become a grandfather
In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of 
Ari Schwartzman
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Jemmi Seeherman
In honor of the engagement of 
Benjamin Greenfield

Mr. and Mrs. Stan Weisbaum and family
Mazel Tov to Donna and Lester Weinraub on 
the wedding of Adam and Danielle

Mrs. Susan Rees
Continued good health wishes to 
Lainie Levinton
Continued good health wishes to 
Debbie Blume
Continued good health wishes to 
Myra Weissberger
Continued good health wishes to 
Kathy Gordon
Continued good health wishes to 
Geri Abrams
Continued good health wishes to 
Lisa Schwenderman

Mrs. Lita Anne Smith
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Eliana Kaganovsky

Mr. Eric Temmel
Happy Hanukkah in celebration of friends 
and family of Randee Borasky

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
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WILLIAM HURWITZ SOCIAL MEDIA FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Halbert and family

In appreciation of Valarie Hurwitz and her 
support of the minyan in memory of 
Stanley Halbert

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Kudosh and family
In honor of Beth Tikvah B’nai Jeshurun

Ms. Martie Martin
In honor of Martie Martin’s Anniversary

PRESCHOOL FUND
Mr. and Mrs. David Kaganovsky and family

In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Eliana Kaganovsky

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Madvedoff and family
In memory of Jean Kramer
In memory of Sharon Tubman

Mr. and Mrs. Andreas Ringstad
In appreciation of BTBJ Early 
Childhood Center

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Simmens 
In memory of Linda Weisman
In memory of Roslyn Nissen
Wishing Barbara Dubin a speedy recovery
In memory of Kurt Adler
In memory of Fannie Simmens

Mrs. Amy Veloric and family
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Jemmi Seeherman
In honor of the birth of Karen and Brett 
Neiderman’s grandson, 
Noah Riley Neiderman
In honor of the birth of Amy and Ted Miller’s 
grandson, Ethan

SCHWENDERMAN FAMILY RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Chiara and family

In memory of Walter Lowe

JOHN AND HELEN STAMM AND FAMILY
PRESCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In memory of John Stamm

The Abbit Family
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Abrams and family
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Abrams
Mr. and Mrs. Irv Askow
Ms. Mary Etta Beckman
Dr. and Mrs. Bob Benjamin
BTBJ ECC Parent Support Group
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Bieber
Mr. and Mrs. Stephan Bieber
Drs. Alan and Sherry Blumenthal
Ms. Rita Broad
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Check
Mr. Anthony Coffarella
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. Ian Drossner and family
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and family
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Egan
Drs. Bruce and Toby Eisenstein
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Engleman and family
Mr. and Mrs. Harris Feldman
Mr. and Mrs. Bennett Fishbein
Mr. Marc Fishbein
The Franchak Family
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Freedman and family
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Gellman
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Glazerman
Ms. Heather Greenberg
Dr. and Mrs. Gordon Hodas and family
Ms. Kimberly Walcoff Howard and 
Ms. Susan Walcoff
Mr. and Mrs. David Ingber
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Karasick and family
Ms. Delores Kramer
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Krevolin
Mr. and Mrs. David Kurtz and family
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Landman
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Lapinson
Rabbi Robert and Ruth Layman
Ms. Michele Levin
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Manson
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JOHN AND HELEN STAMM AND FAMILY
PRESCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND (continued)

Ms. Jamie Margolies
Ms. Lisa Mittleman
Mr. Geoff Neimark
Ms. Susan Paul
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Pecket
Dr. Marty Polinsky and 
Dr. Barbara Cohen and family
Mrs. Susan Rees
The Rosenzweig Family
Mr. Stephen Saks
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Sargen and family
Mr. Peter Schoenbach and 
Ms. Anne Tobey
Mrs. Ruthe Schwartz
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Simmens
Ms. Lita Anne Smith
Mrs. Nancy Solnick
Mr. William H. Stamm
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Stamm and family
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Steinberg
Ms. Marla Sones
Mr. and Mrs. Perry Swartz and family
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Taylor and family
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Turk
Mr. Roland Turk and 
Mrs. Helen Victor Turk
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Walinsky and family
Cantor Buzzy and Ellen Walters
Mr. Eric Weise
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Wenzel
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Wittenberg
The Wizmur Family
The Woloff Family
The Zlotolow/Horschler Family

CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Ghosh and family

In appreciation of Cantor Benjamin for his 
help with Juliana’s Bat Mitzvah

Mr. and Mrs. David Kaganovsky and family
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Eliana Kaganovsky

Mrs. Helen Stamm and family
Thanking Cantor Benjamin for leading 
such a lovely and meaningful minyan 
service in memory of John Stamm

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Ghosh and family

In honor of Rabbi Grife’s help and guidance 
in honor of Juliana’s Bat Mitzvah and 
Zoom Mitzvah

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Halbert and family
In appreciation of Rabbi Grife for his support 
during the Shiva for Stanley Halbert

Mr. and Mrs. David Kaganovsky and family
In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Eliana Kaganovsky

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Papsin
Mazel Tov  to Donna and Lester Weinraub 
on the marriage of Adam and Danielle

BRICK CELEBRATION GARDEN FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Zitelman

In memory of John Stamm
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Become part of our Camp 
Become part of our 

Camp Green Lane family!

EXCITING SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND OUT-OF-CAMP TRIPS

Located in Green Lane, PA

CAMP 
GREEN
LANE

“Where Happiness Counts”

215-234-9211
info@greenlane.com
www.greenlane.com

Melissa and Jay Freedman and Rene and 
Adam Weiner

Owners / Directors

Coed, residential, 7 week camp
for ages 6-16.

Half session available.
Full athletic, arts, adventure, and

waterfront programs

Experts in creating 
memories and friendships 

that last a lifetime, 
since 1926

The Schiff Dental Group
813 Bethlehem Pike, Erdenheim, PA 19038
215-233-1163
theschiffdentalgroup.com

  Dentistry

Outstanding patient care  is our mission.

As a group of highly respected dental specialists, general 
practitioners, and staff, we can deliver the finest dental care 
no matter how complex your needs. From implant dentistry, 
periodontal treatment, restorative and preventive care, to 
pediatric and award-winning cosmetic dentistry, we help you 
attain and maintain optimal dental health! Having built one of 

the finest state-of-the-art facilities in the Delaware Valley, we 
invite you and your family to visit our office and experience 
for yourselves the difference exceptional dentistry can make 
in your lives.

Pictured (Left to Right): Dr. Jonathan Rothbart, Dr. Yoonkyung Oh, Dr. Jill Zurek, Top Dentist 
2014, Dr. Lawrence Schiff, Top Dentist 2010, 2012, 2014, Dr. Richard Titlebaum, Top Dentist 
2014, Dr. Jill Moniz, Dr. Jonathan Waasdorp, Top Dentist 2014
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Steve DelCarlino
Travel Planning Advisor 
(610)368-0908 | (833)578-7285
www.delstravelcompany.com
steve.delcarlino@cruiseplanners.com

Roosevelt
 Memorial Park

A Dignity Memorial Provider

NEW DEVELOPMENT AVAILABLE
JEWISH INNER FAITH COUPLES WELCOME 

PRE-PLANNING IS EASY 
Your Children Will Love You For It!

10% PRENEED SAVINGS
Contact Doreen Berest   (215) 219-9293

Doreen.Berest@DignityMemorial.com
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Contact Jules Rosenman to place an ad today! 
jrosenman@lpiseniors.com or (800) 477-4574 x6421 

For more information
call LPI Today 800-477-4574



SATURDAY, MARCH 20
Services................................................................10:00 am
Shi’ur Siddur.........................................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, MARCH 26
Light candles...........................................................7:01 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, MARCH 27
EREV PESACH
Services................................................................10:00 am
Torah Study...........................................................12:00 pm

SUNDAY, MARCH 28
PESACH - DAY 1
Services................................................................10:00 am

MONDAY, MARCH 29
PESACH - DAY 2
Services................................................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, APRIL 2
Light candles...........................................................7:08 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, APRIL 3
PESACH - DAY 7
Services................................................................10:00 am

SUNDAY, APRIL 4
PESACH - DAY 8
Services with Yizkor..............................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, APRIL 9
Light candles...........................................................7:15 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm
Shi’ur Siddur...........................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, APRIL 10
Junior Congregation.............................................10:00 am
Services................................................................10:00 am
Elana Meltzer, daughter of Dana and Josh Meltzer will be

called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah

FRIDAY, APRIL 16
Light candles...........................................................7:22 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, APRIL 17
Services................................................................10:00 am

Robbie Stutman, son of Debbie Blume and Steve
Stutman will be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

SCHEDULE of SERVICES SCHEDULE of SERVICES

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5
Light candles...........................................................5:06 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm
featuring Gimel students

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 6
Services................................................................10:00 am
Junior Congregation..............................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12
Light candles...........................................................5:15 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13
Services................................................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19
Light candles...........................................................5:23 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm
featuring Bet students

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20
Services................................................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26
Light candles...........................................................5:31 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
Services................................................................10:00 am
Havdallah Service...................................................5:30 pm
featuring Gan and Nitzanim students

FRIDAY, MARCH 5
Light candles...........................................................5:39 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, MARCH 6
Services................................................................10:00 am

Spencer Rosen, son of Terri and Samuel Rosen will be
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

FRIDAY, MARCH 12
Light candles...........................................................5:46 pm
Aleph Consecration Service....................................6:30 pm

SATURDAY, MARCH 13
Services................................................................10:00 am
Junior Congregation..............................................10:00 am

FRIDAY, MARCH 19
Light candles...........................................................6:54 pm
Services..................................................................6:30 pm
featuring Mechina students


