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The Black Wedding

Pesach 5780 / 2020.  A year to remember.

Annually Jews worldwide gather in the spring around
Seder tables to recount the epic of how God rescued
the Israelites from Pharaoh and Egyptian bondage.
We tell the story each in our own way as we list the
Eser Makot, the 10 Plagues, from Dam (Blood)
through Makat Bechorot (The slaying of the firstborn).
This year, we have an 11th plague to add – the
spread of the coronavirus.

Every year we ask… 

Why is this night different than all other nights?

This year we’ll supplement the traditional answers
with…

This year I’m looking at all my relatives on line
instead of in person!

This year my Bubby and Zayde are staying home
to be safe!

This year my cousins can’t fly here but we’ll
Facetime with them!

Exodus 3 relates what God said to Moshe at the
Burning Bush…

I have seen the plight of My people in Egypt; I have
heard their cries because of their taskmasters and am
mindful of their suffering.  I have come down to res-
cue them because their cries have reached me.  I
shall send you to Pharaoh and you will free my people
from Egypt.

Every year we gather to retell the story and to cele-
brate our freedoms as we rededicate ourselves to
bringing freedom and peace to all.

This year, Seder gatherings are going to look differ-
ent.  Much will be done over the internet by live
streaming.  In Israel, a group of rabbis including
Rabbi Eliyahu Abergel, head of Jerusalem’s rabbini-
cal court, the Chief Rabbi of Kiryat Gat, Rabbi Shlomo
ben Hamo and Rabbi Aharon Cohen of Yakir, have
signed a halachic ruling permitting the Passover
Seder to be held in the presence of the “Zoom” pro-
gram.

The ruling refers to the possibility of holding the Seder
with the software being opened before the start of the
holiday so that elderly people who cannot be physi-
cally close to their family members due to the coron-
avirus epidemic can hold the Seder while seeing their
family through the program.

The rabbis state in the ruling that there is no need to
worry about the issue of operating the program, since
it is launched before the start of the holiday.

Similar initiatives will occur around the world.  Every
year at BTBJ I lead a community Seder on the 2nd
night of Pesach which this year is Thursday, April 9th.
We are making plans to present a “Virtual Seder” on
line that will include all who join us.  I greatly look for-
ward to this annual tradition even if and especially if it
has to be on line!  More power to us!!  Details to fol-
low.

Jeremy Brown, author of Influenza: The Hundred-
Year Hunt to Cure the Deadliest Disease in History
shares the story from the previous century of the
Shvartze Chassaneh, which is Yiddish for the
“Black Wedding”.

One hundred years ago, the Black Wedding became
a particularly Jewish response to previous life-threat-
ening epidemics of cholera, typhus and influenza and
occurred right here in Philadelphia!

The ceremony was simple: a man and a woman,
each unmarried and either impoverished or orphaned
were married as husband and wife under a huppah in
a cemetery.  The couple’s new home was established
with donations by the community.  With this act of
group hesed (kindness), it was hoped that the plague
would be averted.

For example, one such ceremony took place 101
years ago as the Jews of Philadelphia gathered in a
cemetery with the goal of defeating the deadly
influenza outbreak.  By the time it was over, the Great
Flu Pandemic of 1918-1919 claimed over 50 million
lives worldwide with over 670,000 in the US.  And so,
the Jews there celebrated a Black Wedding.
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According to newspaper reports, they chose
Fanny Jacobs and Harold Rosenberg as the
bride and groom.  The two were married at the
“first line of graves in the Jewish cemetery” near
Cobbs Creek at 3:00 pm on Friday, October 25,
1918.  More than a thousand Jews watched as
Rabbi Lipschutz officiated.  “And when amid their
stark surroundings the couple were pronounced
man and wife, the Orthodox among the specta-
tors filed solemnly past the couple and made
them presents of money in sums from 10 cents
to a $100. until more than $1000. had been
given.

The Jewish community had chosen this interven-
tion so that the “attention of God would be called
to the affliction of their fellows if the humblest
man and woman among them should join in mar-
riage in the presence of the dead”.  An odd
choice for today perhaps, but not so given the
reality of life during the Great Flu Pandemic.  In
1918, viruses had not been discovered yet.
Today medical knowledge is infinitely advanced;
hopefully the work on solving corona will prove
efficacious as soon as possible!  But back then,
it was believed that the disease was caused by
an inauspicious alignment of the planets.  The
famous 17th CE English physician Thomas
Sydenham believed that these epidemics were
related to heavy rains that filled the blood with
“crude and watery particles”.  Following a devas-
tating outbreak of influenza in the winter of 1889
there were rumors that the epidemic had been
brought to England by imported Russian oats
which were eaten by horses who then spread the
infection into the human population.  Other theo-
ries of origin included rotting animal carcasses,
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions and effluvia (a
disagreeable or noxious vapor) discharged into
the air from underneath the earth.

Physicians resorted to organic remedies such as
burning orange peels or dicing onions to sterilize
the room.  Others recommended tea, eucalyptus
leaves or tonics containing quinine.  Others rec-
ommended alcohol and wine.

Some doctors resorted to bloodletting, hoping to
drain the body of toxins and disease.  The proce-
dure which had been a mainstream practice for
over 2000 years is frequently mentioned in the
Talmud which mandated a blessing to be made
before it was undertaken.  (Guess the Daf
Yomi’ers will run into that in the days and years
ahead!)

The Black Wedding ceremony had been import-
ed from Eastern Europe where it had been prac-
ticed since the 18th century.  The earliest record-
ed Black Wedding was performed in 1785 in the
presence of one of the great founders of the
Hasidic movement, Rabbi Elimelech of Lizhensk.
It took place in response to an outbreak of
cholera.  The bride was a 36-year-old villager
and the groom a 31-year-old water carrier.
Despite their humble situation, the wedding was
attended by other Hasidic leaders including the
famed Seer of Lublin.

Black Weddings took place in both Tzfat and
Jerusalem in 1865 following another natural dis-
aster: a massive plague of locusts that had
destroyed the crops and resulted in the deaths of
many hundreds.  An eyewitness account report-
ed that “the leaders of the holy city took boys and
girls who were orphans and married them off to
each other.  The huppot were in a cemetery
between the graves of our teacher the Ari (Rabbi
Isaac Luria Ashkenazi) and the Beit Yosef (Rabbi
Yosef Karo).  “Thanks to God who removed the
deadly outbreak from among them!”  The wed-
ding in Jerusalem took place on the Mount of
Olives and “was attended by many in a very joy-
ous occasion”.  There are newspaper reports of
similar ceremonies in Berdichev in northern
Ukraine in 1866, Opatow, Poland in 1892, and in
the small Ukrainian village of Olyka, which suf-
fered from a typhus epidemic, as human and ani-
mal corpses were left unburied on the battlefields
of World War I.  Other Black Weddings from
Winnipeg to Odessa occurred too.
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In the early 19th century and in response to outbreaks
of cholera, towns from Massachusetts to Kentucky
had observed a public day of fasting and prayer by
“designation of the civil authorities”.  With no notion
as to the cause of the illness, no way to prevent its
spread and no medications to alleviate the suffering,
it is little wonder that the Jewish communities turned
to folk medicine and married off poor orphans in a
Black Wedding – for what else was there to do?

Regardless of whether they believed in the treat-
ments they were prescribing, physicians understood
the importance of maintaining morale in the face of
the pandemic.  “It is our duty”, said Chicago’s health
commissioner that winter, “to keep the people from
fear.  Worry kills more people than the epidemic.  For
my part, let them wear a rabbit’s foot on a gold watch
chain if they want to and if it will help them get rid of
the physiological action of fear”.  Which is precisely
what the Jews of Philadelphia did on that cold
October afternoon.  But instead of using a rabbit’s
foot, they arranged a marriage in a cemetery.

My friends, as we battle the global spread of corona
by maintaining safe distances from each other and
following all the guidelines of staying clean and
healthy, now is the time to summon our courage and
optimism like those before us were challenged to do
especially in view of how far we have come since that
first Black Wedding!

Scientists and doctors have a much better under-
standing of how we can conquer those diseases that
were mysterious and life-threatening to our great-
grandparents.  Much is being done to promote our
safety until a vaccine and a cure can be found for
corona.  And in the face of this epidemic, we no
longer feel the need to gather at the local cemetery to
marry off an unfortunate couple in order to invoke
God’s mercy.  Instead, BTBJ is gathering on line to
pray, study and inquire after each other’s welfare.  We
are offering a daily regimen of Zoom offerings that
has brought congregants and others from near and
far to unite on line in common purpose and well-wish-
ing.  Many have expressed how helpful and satisfying
our on-line meetings have been in the absence of
being able to gather in our shul.  We plan on continu-
ing to meet like this for as long as it takes until the
times prove safe again to gather in person.  In the
meantime, I hope we will all do what we can to stay
safe and smart, positive and optimistic!!  One day this
too shall end.  Then, we will look back on this time of
physical separation and isolation and tell the story of
how we lived during the corona outbreak.  I hope we 

will all be able to say that we were strong and support-
ive for ourselves, our families, our friends and all oth-
ers!!  Humanity and the Jewish people have contend-
ed with much worse during less hopeful times.  I wish
us all the best as we stay apart yet join together on
line and in our thoughts and prayers on behalf of us
all as we fight the good fight until better safer days
again prevail!!

Please e-mail me at sgrife@comcast.net with all your
Pesach questions.  I look forward to presenting the
annual service of the First Born on Wednesday morn-
ing, April 8th beginning at 8:00 am. along with other
preparatory Pesach sessions.  That morning we will
daven, followed the by my traditional study session
which will allow us to celebrate and break the fast of
the Jewish first-born with a Seudat Mitzvah, a mitzvah
meal that breaks the fast for all and allows us to more
easily busy ourselves with food preparation for Erev
Pesach.

My friends, the Haggadah says…

And the Lord heard our cry and saw our affliction.  So
the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand
and with an outstretched arm, in the midst of great
awe, signs and wonders.  In every generation God’s
salvation has sustained us.  For enemies have risen
up to destroy us, but God has delivered us from their
hands.

My friends, may our belief in God and all that is good
coupled with our belief in ourselves, our Tradition, our
values, our leaders and in others sustain us as we
battle corona until we witness the end of this pandem-
ic to reach healthier and safer times!!  Remember the
days of the Black Weddings and what previous
Jewish generations did to battle life’s mystery epi-
demics and to elicit God’s powerful intervention!  Stay
strong and hopeful!! Be safe and promote the well-
being of others!!  Remember that while at the first
Pesach our ancestors were scurrying for their very
lives and survival, we will remain in the comfort of our
homes dining on a delicious holiday meal in freedom!!
Even or especially during these trying times, may we
still all count our blessings and share them enthusias-
tically with others.  I hope we will all give what we can
to allow others less fortunate to eat during Pesach
and the spring season!!

Despite the current global situation, I wish us
all a joyous Pesach and 
spring holiday season…

AMEN!!   
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Rabbi Grife (continued) Permission to Sell Hametz
Hametz “Permission to Sell” Slip

Jews traditionally sell their hametz for Pesach.
Beginning now, you can appoint Rabbi Grife as
your agent to do so for the Pesach 5780 holi-
day.  You can do so until Wednesday, April 8th,
the day before Pesach.  At that time, Rabbi will
turn over the list to one of his fellow clergymen
for the duration of the holiday.  In this unique
year of social distancing, you can sign up by
mailing this completed form to the synagogue
before Pesach or by giving Rabbi Saul permis-
sion in an e-mail to kgordon@btbj.org.  Rabbi
Saul is honored to be our agent to perform this
important Pesach mitzvah every year!    

PERMISSION TO SELL HAMETZ

I appoint Rabbi Saul I. Grife to sell my
hametz on my behalf for Pesach 5780/2020

Name________________________________

Email________________________________

Signature_____________________________

The Annual Service for the First-Born 

Every year the Jewish first-born males are required to
fast the day before Pesach leading up to the Seder in
gratitude that while their Egyptian counterparts were
lost they were spared.  Since that day is especially
difficult to fast as we are surrounded in food preparing
for the Seder, rabbinic tradition has created the ritual
of the service for the first born.  Every year we gather
for services on the morning of Pesach.  Every year I
share some Jewish learning at the service's end.
Every year we celebrate the learning we have done
by reciting the Kaddish di'Rabbanan (the Scholars'
Kaddish), then break the fast with a Seudat Mitzvah,
a celebratory meal because of what we have learned.
Once we eat, the fast has been broken for the entire
day.   

Every year I do this at BTBJ. 

Why is this year different than all other years?

Because this year I am going to lead the service and
study session on Zoom on line on Wednesday morn-
ing, April 8th at 8:30 am!  The service and program
will last about an hour.  I plan on teaching passages
from Talmud Pesachim, the Talmudic tractate on
Pesach.

You don't have to be male, a first-born or even be
Jewish to join us for this unique annual offering.  After
we finish, everyone is free to celebrate by having
breakfast on their own as we look forward to the year
when we can share this again in person.  In the
meantime, Tradition and our will and attitude runs
strong as we continue to live the most meaningful
Jewish lives we can!!

See you Wednesday morning April 8th!! 

Li'shalom,
Rabbi Saul 

Interested in Chanting
Megillah next year?

Contact Cantor
Benjamin!

bgreenfield@btbj.org
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I hope you are all feeling well and that we are
seeing an improvement with the Coronavirus
outbreak in this area and our country.  I know
this has been a very trying time for all of us
and I want to thank our AMAZING community
for coming together at a time like this which
none of us ever expected to experience in our
lifetime.

I hope that the daily outreach from our clergy
and the emails you have been receiving from
Val have made you feel comfortable in know-
ing that BTBJ has been here to support you in
whatever way necessary.  We appreciate all
of you understanding the changes we have
had to make in how we function as a shul and
a preschool and religious school. The clergy,
professional staff, lay leaders and custodians
have been working around the clock to ensure
that we are doing everything in our power to
support all of you.  The custodians have taken
this time to do a deep cleaning of all of the
classrooms, offices, bathrooms and the rest
of the building. We are going to make sure
when our doors reopen that you can all be
assured that you are coming to a safe clean
environment.

I want to thank all of our upcoming B’nai
Mitzvah families for being so understanding
during this time and working with Val and our
clergy to reschedule your very special day.
We are going to have a very busy 2020-2021
season!

Please know that I am always here for you
and let’s hope we can get back to our “normal”
lives soon.  I hope to see you soon!

Nancy Center
President

NANCY CENTER
President

Thank you to Marcie and her 
staff for continuing to 
teach our children!
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David Barrist,
Men’s Club
President

“Seinfeld” was, and still is, a top-rated sitcom.  It
spanned nine seasons being billed as “the show
about nothing.” On a weekly basis, the show made us
laugh out loud as Jerry, George, Elaine, and Kramer
just went through the quirkiness of their daily lives.
Like many of you, probably most of you, I feel like my
life right now is a daily recurring episode of “Seinfeld.” 

Episode 1-  The Supermarket.  Forget the food!
Gather up as much toilet paper as you can!  Stock
pile enough to spend three consecutive months on
the toilet. 

Episode 1-A-  Wait, the country is closing down.  Get
as much food as possible.  Grab anything!  Vegan?
Tough; you’re eating meat.  Peanut allergy?  Grab the
Epi Pen, you’re having a PB & J.  Kosher?  OK, fine,
you can have a substitute to the pulled pork.

Episode 2-  The Home: This is where the rubber really
hits the road.  Do we, as a family, really like each
other?  Do the dishes, do the laundry, make the cof-
fee, I’m not a short-order cook.  You want lunch?
Make it yourself!

You get the idea.  Our “new normal” is turning the
mundane into pure comedy or horror, depending on
your perspective.  By the way, our family’s “sweeps
week” episode was at 5:30 this morning when the dog
woke everyone with explosive diarrhea in the house.
Yup, fun times!  It is really difficult for us to be there
for each other when we are told to be nowhere near
each other.  

There are heroes emerging from this Pandemic.  First
and foremost, our nation’s heath care providers and
first responders.  They are, quite literally, risking their
own health to attend to others.  Supermarket employ-
ees.  Without missing a beat, they are standing face
to face with thousands of customers on a daily basis.
There  are  no more  rubber gloves  for them  to wear 

because all have been donated to hospitals. 

Nearest to most are our teachers.  Whether it’s pre-
school through university, educators have been able
to alter their year’s lesson plans on the fly.  Every day
I watch my high school senior and college sophomore
engage with their teachers and professors via Zoom,
Facetime, and other platforms.  What’s been most
incredible is seeing my wife Stefanie hold a 10:00 AM
Zoom call with her BTBJ, 2-year-old, “Little Wonders”
class.  I sit on business related Zoom calls and adults
could learn some lessons from these 2-year-olds.
Maybe we just need preschool teachers to lead busi-
ness calls.

The bottom line is that “old normal” will eventually
return.  When it does, let’s not forget that there are
plenty of heroes among us.  Maybe Dicks Sporting
Goods will start selling jerseys from the nurse and
doctor who treated you when you were sick.  It could
be that Giant, Weis, and Acme start selling jerseys of
your favorite grocery clerk.  Heroes wear all types of
uniforms.  They’re not always shown on National TV.

Stay safe and healthy.  I look forward to SEEING
everyone again soon.

David Barrist 

Thank you to the
Preschool Parent
Support Group,

Religious School Parent
Support Group and

everyone who came out
and volunteered to

make the Purim Carnival
and Megillah Reading a

Great Success!
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PASSOVER
GREETINGS FROM

Jonathan & Geri Abrams and family
Debbie, Matthew and Sarah Benish

Sherry & Alan Blumenthal
The Brosof  Family
The Center Family

Lori and Warren Chiara & Family
Howard, Farryl & Fayne Cohen

The de Koninck/Handler Family
Ben & Sylvia Fishbein

Richard & Deborah Friedman
Richard, Meryl, Dannah 

& Aaron Gersh
The Ghosh Family

Julie, Josh, Lily, 
Maya & Harrison Goldstein

Jay, Dori, Alyssa & Carly Green
Cantor Benjamin Greenfield

The Grife Family
The Haley Family - 

Payce, Tom, Haiden & Davin
Michael & Donna Harris, 

Jared & David
Shelly & Morris Hochbaum &

Family

The Hurwitz Family
Rosalind & David Ingber & Family

Kim & Steve Ingber
Dan, Marianne, Liz and 

Gabi Isaac-Herzog
Marcie, Farryl, Hal & Becca Leshner

Max L. Lieberman & Family
The Madvedoff  Family

The Meltzer Family
Mike, Ellen, Cara, 

Jared & Darcy Miller
Jill, David, Seth & Remi Nuddle
Lisa, Chris, Jake & Rob O’Brien

Sam, Terri, Spencer & Bayla Rosen
Stephen H. Saks and Family

Ruthe Schwartz & Family
The Simmens - Barbash Family

Lita Anne Smith
Marla Sones & Family
Cindy & Aaron Soowal

Annette & Perry Swartz & Family
Amy H. Veloric

Fred, Myra & Brett Weissberger
Jan, Mario, Mindy & Shelly

Zacharjasz
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Joshua Barrie
Son of 

Stephanie Barrie and
Michael Barrie 

Brother of Zachary 
New Bar Mitzvah Date
September 12, 2020

Evan Spector
Son of 

Alison and Michael
Spector

Brother of Harrison
New Bar Mitzvah Date
September 5, 2020 

Evan Wolf Spector is a 7th grade honors student at
Colonial Middle School. He loves to play soccer and
tennis for CMS and for Colonial Soccer League.  He
also spends time playing video games, listening to
music and hanging with his brother shooting hoops,
riding bikes or wrestling in the name of brotherly love.
In his remaining free time, he loves to watch the
Eagles and root for all Philadelphia hometown teams.

Evan has been a part of the BTBJ community since
he was two years old, as a preschooler, camper and
religious school student.  He has spent the last five
summers at Camp Nock-A-Mixon, his home away
from home, and is already counting the days until this
summer.

For his Bar Mitzvah project, Evan combined his love
and compassion for animals by helping dogs and cats
in need of love, medical care and homes.  He
shopped, baked, bagged and delivered more than
800 dog cookies to raise money for Mulligan Animal
Rescue. Mulligan is a small rescue located in Mt.
Royal, NJ that is run by four women who operate the
rescue out of their homes. They believe all animals
deserve a Mulligan - a second chance. They use
donations to rescue abandoned, abused, injured, and
homeless animals, help them get healthy, and find a
permanent home for them. 

Evan’s family is so very proud to share this simcha
with his extended family and friends.  He has always
been a source of great pride and love for all who
know him, and we hope this day will be one of the
many joyous milestones in his life.  We would like to
thank Rabbi Grife, Rabbi Roni, Cantor Benjamin and
all of the teachers and staff at BTBJ who have helped
him reach this special day.

It is hard to believe that Josh will become a Bar
Mitzvah this month. It seems like yesterday that he
started preschool at BTBJ when he was just 18
months old. Josh continues his studies at BTBJ in the
religious school. 

Josh is a distinguished honors student at Colonial
Middle School. He is looking forward to playing on the
middle school tennis team this spring. After school
Josh can be found playing Xbox, playing outside with
friends and walking our dog, Reilly. Josh is quite the
comedian and really knows how to make his friends
and family laugh. Josh is an avid Philadelphia Sports
fan and enjoys attending all live sporting events. 

Josh is excited to spend his 5th summer at Lake
Owego Camp in the Poconos. His favorite activities
include camp craft, tennis, rocketry and swimming.
Josh loves spending his summers with his camp
friends.

For his Mitzvah project Josh teamed up with his friend
Ryan Drossner to bake and sell hamentashen to raise
money for the Juvenile Diabetes Foundation (JDRF).
Josh, Ryan and their families have been baking
hamentashen together since before they were born.
Ryan was diagnosed with diabetes in 2017. Josh and
Ryan raised over $2,500 and Josh is so thankful that
he was able to support this important cause. 

Josh’s family is extremely proud of how hard he has
worked to reach this milestone. We are proud of Josh
everyday and are so thankful for the love and humor
that he brings to our family. 

Special thanks to Rabbi Grife and Cantor Benjamin
for working so hard with Josh and our family to pre-
pare for this day. We also want to thank Rabbi Roni,
Valarie and all of the BTBJ staff for for all that they do.
Josh is so happy to celebrate this special day with
family, friends and the entire BTBJ community. 
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Matthew Hay
Son of 

Melanie and Jared
Hay

Sister of Abby

Matthew is an amazing young man who loves noth-
ing more than learning about history and collecting
items from America’s past. When he wants to learn
about something he does it fully and completely
without fail.  In addition to Matthew’s love of history,
he enjoys playing soccer, rock-climbing, metal
detecting and visiting new places. He especially
loves spending time with his family and friends and
his favorite “Belle-dog”. Matthew is an incredibly
hard worker and is very proud to have made the
Principal’s Honor Roll at Springfield Middle School
six times in a row. He is determined and dedicated
and his teachers are always complimenting him on
being an excellent student. Matthew has also
worked very hard in his Hebrew studies in prepar-
ing for his Bar Mitzvah and we have loved listening
to him practice his prayers and songs. 

For his Mitzvah Project, Matthew chose to support
the Australia Zoo Wildlife Warriors (https://wildlife-
warriors.org.au/support/united-states). His love of
animals along with the impact that the recent bush
fires in Australia have had on them led him to
choose this organization. The Australia Zoo Wildlife
Warriors was established in 2002 by Steve (the
Crocodile Hunter) and Terri Irwin as a way to
include and involve other caring people in the pro-
tection of injured, threatened or endangered
wildlife.

Matthew, parents Melanie and Jared and sister
Abby greatly appreciate the incredible support of
BTBJ. We would especially like to thank Rabbi
Grife, Rabbi Roni, Cantor Benjamin, Hazzan Arlyne
Unger, Valarie Hurwitz, Matthew’s BTBJ teachers
and the wonderful office staff for their patience,
guidance and wisdom. Mazel Tov, Matthew!

March started out with a bang!  Under the direc-
tion of Alana Dunoff we enjoyed two days of
hamantaschen baking with many delicious fill-
ings.  It was really great to see the smiles on the
kids faces as they mixed, rolled and filled our
yummy hamantaschen.  Thank you to ALL the
volunteers that showed up to help assist with the
students and in the kitchen.  As we have said
before, it truly takes a village for all of these won-
derful programs to happen.  As a follow up to our
baking, there were plenty to sell at our Purim
Carnival and enjoy at the Megillah reading as
well.

A HUGE shout out to Josh Gayle for stepping up
to the plate and leading us in an amazing and
super fun Purim Carnival.  There were games, a
clown, face painting, tattoos and raffles.  There
was also a costume contest. Congratulations to
Talia Wine for bringing home the grand prize.
Thank you to the Preschool for preparing the
delicious food that was served as well!  Thank
you also to all the amazing volunteers who set
up, sold tickets, passed out wristbands, ran sta-
tions and cleaned up. 

All and all, a very festive and successful month.
Unfortunately, our world has been thrown quite a
curveball and many upcoming events needed to
be cancelled, including our talent show.  We will
be sure to plan this event again next year when
all of this is behind us so keep practicing your tal-
ent.

Please stay safe and healthy!  We miss seeing
you all! 

Please feel free to reach out to either of us with
any questions or suggestions!

Fondly-
Terri Rosen and Rachel Handis 
RSPSG Co-Chairs



MEMORIAL FUND
Ms. Hedy Baker

Sylvia Taub
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Chiara and family

Attilio (Duke) Chiara
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Cohen and family

Bernice Luber
Ms. Joan Cramer

Morris Muchnick
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and family

Gertrude Dworeck
Drs. Toby and Bruce Eisenstein

Bernice Luber
Mr. and Mrs. Bennett Fishbein

Irving Levinson
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Friedman and family

Joseph Friedman
Mrs. Marcia Goldberg

Nigel Plumridge
Myra Plumridge

Dr. and Mrs. Elihu Goren and family
Lillian Rosenberg

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Hochbaum and family
Milton Hochbaum

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Kelman and family
Thomas J. Gibbons, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin Krevsky
Irving Abrams

Ms. Florence Kuritz
Howard S. Kuritz

Rabbi and Mrs. Robert Layman
Bernice Luber

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Lundy and family
Lynn Cohn

Ms. Jodi Miscannon and family
Naomi Apparies

Mr. and Mrs. John Mitchell and family
In memory of Susan Wasserman’s mother

Dr. and Mrs. Christopher O’Brien and family
Myron Kaplan

Mrs. Susan Rees
Bernice Luber

Mrs. Claire Schwartz
Morris Prusan

Mrs. Ruthe Schwartz and family
Dora Schwartz
Jack Weinstein
Bernice Luber

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Schwenderman and family
Bernice Luber

Mr. and Mrs. Perry Swartz and family
Albert Greenberg

Mr. Robert Wachs and Ms. Ellen Braun and family
Lenore Wachs

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Weisbaum and family
Doris Weisbaum

Ms. Beth Waxler
Katie Saxe

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Weissberger and family
Ruth Jacobson
Leah Weissberger
Reuben Jacobson

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Wenzel
Charles Wenzel

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
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ADULT EDUCATION FUND
Mrs. Cindy Harris

Continued good health wishes to 
Howard Cohen

PEGGY DVORAK MUSIC ENRICHMENT FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and family

In memory of Bernice Luber
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Weissberger and family

In memory of Carl H. Gustafson
Best wishes to Shelli Bugis on her retirement

LINDA JOY GRIFE YAD L’YAD FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and family

Continued get well wishes to Howard Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Weissberger and family

In memory of Bernice Luber
Mazel Tov to Rabbi Grife on the wedding of 
his daughter, Alana to Ofir

LINDA’S FUND FOR THE LOVE OF ISRAEL
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and family

In memory of Rona Saltzman
Mrs. Cindy Harris

Mazel Tov to Rabbi Grife on the wedding of 
his daughter, Alana to Ofir

HONOR FUND
Mr. Don Agriss

Mazel Tov to Rabbi Grife on the wedding of 
his daughter, Alana to Ofir

Mrs. Cindy Harris
Mazel Tov to Lester and Donna Weinraub on
the engagement of their son,
Adam to Danielle

Cantor and Mrs. Buzzy Walters
In honor of Andrew Walters reading Torah, 
Jeffrey Walters reading Haftarah and the 
Walters family aliyah

PRESCHOOL FUND
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Oglensky and family

In memory of Rona Saltzman
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Simmens

In memory of Susan Rickles
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Tabak and family

Continued get well wishes to Marcie Leshner
Mazel Tov to Jan and Mario Zacharjasz on 
the engagement of their daughter, 
Shelly to Devin

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Mrs. Stephanie Barrie and family

Mazel Tov to Rabbi Grife on the wedding of 
his daughter, Alana to Ofir

Mr. and Mrs. David Blum and family
In honor of Rabbi Grife officiating at 
Amanda and Eddie’s wedding

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Cohen and family
Mazel Tov to Rabbi Grife on the wedding of 
his daughter, Alana to Ofir

Dr. and Mrs. Richard Friedman and family
Mazel Tov to Rabbi Grife on the wedding of 
his daughter, Alana to Ofir

Mrs. Ruthe Schwartz and Mrs. Dorene Karasick 
Mazel Tov to Rabbi Grife on the wedding of 
his daughter, Alana to Ofir
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Become part of our Camp 
Become part of our 

Camp Green Lane family!

EXCITING SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND OUT-OF-CAMP TRIPS

Located in Green Lane, PA

CAMP 
GREEN
LANE

“Where Happiness Counts”

215-234-9211
info@greenlane.com
www.greenlane.com

Melissa and Jay Freedman and Rene and 
Adam Weiner

Owners / Directors

Coed, residential, 7 week camp
for ages 6-16.

Half session available.
Full athletic, arts, adventure, and

waterfront programs

Experts in creating 
memories and friendships 

that last a lifetime, 
since 1926

The Schiff Dental Group
813 Bethlehem Pike, Erdenheim, PA 19038
215-233-1163
theschiffdentalgroup.com

  Dentistry

Outstanding patient care  is our mission.

As a group of highly respected dental specialists, general 
practitioners, and staff, we can deliver the finest dental care 
no matter how complex your needs. From implant dentistry, 
periodontal treatment, restorative and preventive care, to 
pediatric and award-winning cosmetic dentistry, we help you 
attain and maintain optimal dental health! Having built one of 

the finest state-of-the-art facilities in the Delaware Valley, we 
invite you and your family to visit our office and experience 
for yourselves the difference exceptional dentistry can make 
in your lives.

Pictured (Left to Right): Dr. Jonathan Rothbart, Dr. Yoonkyung Oh, Dr. Jill Zurek, Top Dentist 
2014, Dr. Lawrence Schiff, Top Dentist 2010, 2012, 2014, Dr. Richard Titlebaum, Top Dentist 
2014, Dr. Jill Moniz, Dr. Jonathan Waasdorp, Top Dentist 2014
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Steve DelCarlino
Travel Planning Advisor 
(610)368-0908 | (833)578-7285
www.delstravelcompany.com
steve.delcarlino@cruiseplanners.com

Roosevelt
 Memorial Park

A Dignity Memorial Provider

NEW DEVELOPMENT AVAILABLE
JEWISH INNER FAITH COUPLES WELCOME 

PRE-PLANNING IS EASY 
Your Children Will Love You For It!

10% PRENEED SAVINGS
Contact Doreen Berest   (215) 219-9293

Doreen.Berest@DignityMemorial.com
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Contact Jules Rosenman to place an ad today! 
jrosenman@lpiseniors.com or (800) 477-4574 x6421 

For more information
call LPI Today 800-477-4574



SATURDAY, MAY 2
SHABBAT

FRIDAY, MAY 8
Light candles...........................................................7:45 pm

SATURDAY, MAY 9
SHABBAT

FRIDAY, MAY 15
Light candles...........................................................7:52 pm

SATURDAY, MAY 16
SHABBAT

FRIDAY, MAY 22
Light candles..........................................................7:59 pm

SATURDAY, MAY 23
SHABBAT

THURSDAY, MAY 28
EREV SHAVUOT

FRIDAY, MAY 29
SHAVUOT - DAY 1
Light Candles..........................................................8:04 pm

SATURDAY, MAY 30
SHAVUOT - DAY 2

FRIDAY, JUNE 5
Light Candles..........................................................8:09 pm

SATURDAY, JUNE 6
SHABBAT

FRIDAY, JUNE 12
Light Candles..........................................................8:13 pm

SCHEDULE SCHEDULE

FRIDAY, APRIL 3
Light candles...........................................................7:09 pm

SATURDAY, APRIL 4
SHABBAT

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8
EREV PESACH

THURSDAY, APRIL 9
PESACH - DAY 1

FRIDAY, APRIL 10
PESACH - DAY 2
Light candles...........................................................7:16 pm

SATURDAY, APRIL 11
SHABBAT

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15
PESACH - DAY 7

THURSDAY, APRIL 16
PESACH - DAY 8

FRIDAY, APRIL 17
Light candles...........................................................7:24 pm

SATURDAY, APRIL 18
SHABBAT

FRIDAY, APRIL 24
Light candles...........................................................7:31 pm

SATURDAY, APRIL 25
SHABBAT

FRIDAY, MAY 1
Light candles...........................................................7:38 pm


