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Passover Reflections
Dear Beth El family,
Storytelling is fundamental to the Jewish people.
Perhaps that is why Passover is such a beloved
holiday. To tell the Exodus story, the Haggadah
insists that we must first tell the story of the Jewish
people from the beginning.
The act of storytelling becomes a vital tool for
strengthening the Jewish community. Through
an oral history of our ancestor’s experiences,
we transmit the meaning of their struggle and
pass their narrative through the generations.
Doing so allows modern Jews to maintain
memories of events that we have not ourselves
experienced. Indeed, the more we see ourselves
as if we were there, the greater significance and
relevance that the story has for us. This is how
the Jewish people empower one another, and

how Jewish communities make each individual
member stronger.
At the Seder, each Jew is commanded to retell
the Passover story as if they were personally
enslaved by Pharaoh in Egypt and were freed by
God’s outstretched arm.
Thus, the (re)telling of the Exodus story requires
us to rely on two different types of memories:
communal and individual.
The Jewish collective memory is the history of our
people: The Exodus from Egypt, the revelation at
Mount Sinai, the settling of the Land of Israel, and
in more recent history, the Shoah. These shared
memories connect us together as Jews.
But we also maintain our individual memories,
perhaps of attending various Sedarim with

beloved relatives or the taste of our mother’s matzah ball
soup. We know who made the best brisket and whose
charoset recipe reigns supreme. We remember who we
sit next to every year, and we also notice when, inevitably,
that person is no longer around to fill their traditional spot
at the Seder table.
Passover mandates that the Jewish people convey the
Exodus story from one generation to the next. We will tell
that collective story. But we will also share our individual
story; that of our families and friends transmitted through
the recipes we cook, the traditions we share, and jokes
we tell. Even our treasured heirlooms - such as a family
kiddush cup, seder plate, or a matzah cover - tell our story.
The children will ask questions, and this is how we answer.
We hope that this will be a joyous Passover for all of you.
May your Sedarim be filled with laughter and song, and
comfort in the warm embrace of family and friends, and
may we all merit to celebrate Pesach for many more years
to come, but next year in Jerusalem!
On behalf of the clergy, board of trustees, and staff of
Beth El Congregation, we wish you all !חג פסח כשר ושמח
Chag Pesach Kasher v’Sameach!
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There’s something about Passover
that speaks deeply to the Jewish soul.
According to the 2014 Pew Portrait of
American Jews, the Passover Seder is
celebrated by even more Jewish people
than Yom Kippur and Hanukkah.
Not surprisingly, many Jewish families
have made the holiday their own
by adding particular customs and
unique traditions developed over many
generations. Such is the case for two
Beth El families - the Boonshafts and
the Janets - each of whom created their
own Haggadah to observe the Seder.

THE BOONSHAFT FAMILY

Jack and Marcia Boonshaft have developed quite a few family
traditions in their 52 years of marriage, but none are as cherished as
their Passover celebration.

“

I feel immersed in my Jewishness when
preparing for Passover, Marcia said.

"

Anyone would be hard-pressed not to become engrossed in the
Passover spirit at the Boonshaft Seder.
“Everyone in the family receives a personalized Haggadah with their
name on it,” Jack Boonshaft said. “A few days before Passover, I go
through everyone’s Haggadah and assign each person a portion to
read based on their personalities and interests.”
A few days before the first Seder, Jack can be found editing each
guest’s Haggadah with multicolored pencils. He changes the
assigned readings every year, customizing each person’s passage to
encourage active participation and spur meaningful discussions.
“Our guests look forward to finding out their part,” Marcia said.
“One of our daughters is the family wine connoisseur, so she usually
gets the blessings over the wine.”
Inclusiveness is an integral part of the Boonshaft Seder.
“Everyone reads regardless of whether or not you know Hebrew,”
Jack said. “We’re all part of the Exodus story, so we make sure
everyone at our Seder participates, though sometimes the person
assigned to the Simple Child takes offense!”

 DISCUSSION: We ask many questions during the Passover Seder.
What questions has Judaism encouraged you to ask (of yourself, your community, and the world)?

The Boonshafts invite their family - and friends who
feel like family - to join them for Seder, no matter
where in the country they live.
“We invite all of our Wandering Jews,” Marcia said.
“Once you have an invitation, it’s for life!”
Among those to receive a lifetime invitation to the
Boonshaft Seder is Beth El’s Marketing Specialist,
Esti Showell.
“The Boonshafts’ Seder is so warm and joyous, I felt
like a part of their family,” Esti said.
Among those traditions is a Miriam’s Cup.
“The Jewish woman’s role is to keep Judaism and
Israel alive in the home,” Marcia said. “We include a
Miriam’s Cup to honor my mother and all the other
women in our lives who keep Jewish values thriving.”
The Boonshafts’ matzah cover belonged to Marcia’s
mother and has been in the family since 1941. But
the Boonshafts pass more than heirlooms through
the generations.
“We have six grandchildren, and they've all
celebrated their B’nai Mitzvah at Beth El,” Jack
said. “Two of our grandchildren were raised Jewish,
and the other four have learned about their Jewish

heritage through holiday celebrations at our home.
Passover is their touchstone to Judaism.”

THE JANET FAMILY

The Janet family’s lively Seders have become well
known in the community.

I've always loved Passover because it
combines big family meals with a rich
historical narrative as well as a lot of fun
customs, said Howard and Rina, z”l Janet’s
eldest son, Andrew.

“

"

“Our mom loved Passover and decided to make a
family Haggadah to add a personal touch to our Seder."
The origins of the Janet family Haggadah go back
to Rina’s grandfather, who made elaborate poster
boards to celebrate holidays and commemorate
joyous life events. Rina carried on the tradition and,
before long, applied her creative flair to the family’s
Passover Seder.
“She would research meaningful Passover texts,
combined with pictures and stories of our family
members both living and dead, songs we liked to
sing, and even the inside jokes our family has told
and passed down for many years,” added Andrew’s
younger brother, Adam.

 DISCUSSION: Freedom is the central theme of Passover. When in your life have you felt most free?
Describe a time when you, a friend, or family member made a journey to freedom.

“Adam’s great aunt used to tell this one joke every
year, and Rina included that joke in our Haggadah
at that specific moment during the Seder when his
Aunt used to tell it,” explained Adam’s wife, Corinne.
“Everything is in sequence.”
In doing so, Rina curated a living chronicle of the
Janet family’s history.
“Rina would update the Haggadah following major
milestones or when the Janets welcomed new family
members,” explained Anna, Andrew’s wife. “When
Andrew and I got married, Rina added pictures of
my family to the Haggadah, which was so special for
me and my parents.”
The Haggadah serves as a snapshot of family
memories. Among Adam’s most cherished
photographs is a picture from his bris.
“There’s a note next to the picture of my bris that
reads: We had to have Adam’s bris early in the
morning so that we could still serve bagels before we
had to get rid of chametz for Passover,” Adam said.
Rina wanted to celebrate her mother (now 95-yearsold), so, like the Boonshafts, she introduced a
Miriam’s Cup to the Seder. At that point in the Seder,
all the women grab tambourines and noisemakers

and dance around the table singing Debbie
Friedman’s version of “Miriam’s Song.”
“It’s quite a joyous, unique, and unforgettable
part of the Seder,” Anna said. “It’s an example
of the flourishing and magnetic Jewish spirit of
Jewish women.”
Last year was the first Seder since Rina passed,
but her legacy is preserved in the Haggadah she
helped create.
“Not only did Rina design the Haggadah, but, as
the leader of our Seder, she’s the
one who took us
through the
Haggadah,”
Corinne
said.
“Without
question we’ve
carried on the
tradition in her
memory and
spirit.”

 DISCUSSION: What is the strangest place you hid the afikomen?
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INFORMATION

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Friday, April 19:
Saturday, April 20:
Sunday, April 21:
Monday, April 22:
Tuesday, April 23:
Wednesday, April 24:
Thursday, April 25:
Friday, April 26:
Saturday, April 27:

Erev Pesach
Yom Tov
Yom Tov
Chol HaMoed
Chol HaMoed
Chol HaMoed
Chol HaMoed
Yom Tov
Yom Tov (Yizkor)

6:00 PM
Shacharit 10:00 AM
Shacharit 10:00 AM
Shacharit 7:45 AM
Shacharit 7:45 AM
Shacharit 7:45 AM
Shacharit 7:45 AM
Shacharit 10:00 AM
Shacharit 10:00 AM

Mincha 1:00 PM
Mincha-Ma’ariv 5:30 PM
Mincha-Ma’ariv 6:45 PM
Mincha-Ma’ariv 6:45 PM
Mincha-Ma’ariv 6:45 PM
Mincha-Ma’ariv 6:45 PM
Mincha-Ma’ariv 6:00 PM
Mincha-Ma’ariv 7:45 PM

SELL YOUR CHAMETZ TO BETH EL

You can authorize Beth El to “purchase” your chametz by filling out a form in the office or sending an
email to Ritual Director Ben Kreshtool (ben@bethelbalto.com). The form must be signed, and emails
received no later than 10:00 AM on Friday, April 19.

 DISCUSSION: In Hebrew, the word for Egypt is “Mitzrayim,” which means “narrow place.”
What is your personal Mitzrayim? What is holding you back in life?
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LET ALL WHO ARE
HUNGRY COME AND EAT!
If you would like to host a
community member at your
Seder, or if you are looking for
a Seder to attend, please
email Lisa Silverstein at
lisa@bethelbalto.com no later
than Monday, April 15.

NEED A HAGGADAH FOR
YOUR SEDER?
Visit our Judaica Shop
to purchase your Beth El
Haggadah. All items are taxfree and all proceeds go to the
projects of the Congregation
and Beth El schools.
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