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HANUKKAH 
at Beth El Congregation 

IGNITING THE SPARK 

Inside this Edition 
• Eight Values for Eight Nights

• Recipes to Ignite Your Senses



NIGHT ONE: 

FAITH 
December 10th
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FAITHFULNESS
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NIGHT THREE: 

COURAGE
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NIGHT FOUR: 
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NIGHT FIVE: 

INNER STRENGTH
December 14th
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NIGHT SIX: 
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December 15th
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NIGHT SEVEN: 

LOVE 
December 16th
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NIGHT EIGHT: 

WONDER 
December 17th
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Eight Nightly Communal 
Hanukkah Experiences
DESIGNED TO BRING LIGHT INTO THE DARKNESS
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Join us on Zoom or Facebook Live 
every night of Hanukkah

7:30 p.m. Live Virtual Candle Lighting
7:45 p.m. Pre-recorded Hanukkah Experience
8:15 p.m. Live Virtual Community Discussion 
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 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֲאֶשר ִקְדָשנּו ְבִמְצֹוָתיו ְוִצָּונּו ְלַהְדִליק ֵנר ֶשל ֲחֻנָכה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav, 

v’tzivanul’hadlik ner shel Chanukah

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe who has sanctified us with 
His commandments and commanded us to light the Chanukah candles. 

 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶשָעָשה ִנִסים ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַבָיִמים ָהֵהם ַבְזַמן ַהֶזה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, sheasa nissim lavotanu, bayamin hahem bazman hazeh

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe  
who made miracles for our ancestors in their days in this season. 

ON THE FIRST NIGHT: 

 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶשֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְיָמנּו ְוִהִגיָענּו ַלְזַמן ַהֶזה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, shehechiyanu, v'kiyamanu, v'higiyanu lazman hazeh

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe who has kept us alive, 
sustained us, and brought us to this season. 

 ַהֵנרֹות ַהָללּו ֶשָאנּו ַמְדִליִקין, ַעל ַהִנִסים ְוַעל ַהִנְפָלאֹות ְוַעל ַהְתשּועֹות ְוַעל ַהִמְלָחמֹות,
 ֶשָעִשיָת ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַבָיִמים ָהֵהם ַבְזַמן ַהֶזה, ַעל ְיֵדי ֹכֲהֶניָך ַהְקדֹוִשים. ְוָכל ְשמֹוַנת ְיֵמי ַהֲחֻנָכה
 ַהֵנרֹות ַהָללּו ֹקֶדש ֵהם ְוֵאין ָלנּו ְרשּות ְלִהְשַתֵמש ָבֶהם, ֶאָלא ִלְראֹוָתם ִבְלָבד, ְכֵדי ְלהֹודֹות

 ּוְלַהֵלל ְלִשְמָך ַהָגדֹול ַעל ִנֶסיָך ְוַעל ִנְפְלאֹוֶתיָך ְוַעל ְישּוָעֶתָך
We kindle these lights on account of the miracles, the deliverances and the wonders which thou didst 

work for our fathers, by means of thy holy priests. During all the eight days of Chanukah these lights are 
sacred, neither is it permitted us to make any profane use of them; but we are only to look at them, in 

order that we may give thanks unto thy name for thy miracles, thy deliverances and thy wonders.

Before We Light We Bless
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Picture a blustery, frigid night in  
December. The sun, having set long 
before evening traffic jams, gives way 
to a moonless sky. The wind hammers 
tree-branches against the window 
panes. But just inside that window 
shines the inviting glow of nine  
candles. 

“We celebrate Hanukkah during 
the darkest time of year. There is no 
moon in the sky during the 25th 
Day of Kislev,” explained Rabbi Steve 
Schwartz. “So we light the menorah 
to push back the darkness - both the 
literal darkness of winter, but also the 
metaphorical darkness that can  
creep into our lives.”

For eight nights, winter’s icy grasp 
melts under the heat of latkes frying 
in oil. While this year, the glow of 
Zoom screens might replace the 
light of Hanukkah candles, the 
COVID-19 pandemic offers the perfect 
opportunity to revisit the Maccabees’ 
story.

“Hanukkah is a festival that celebrates 
the victory of the human spirit,” Rabbi 
Schwartz revealed. “But more than 
that, it’s a clarion call for Jewish  
identity.” 

Since the Holocaust nearly  
extinguished the light of European 
Jewish tradition, American  
Jews have become some of the  

longest-standing keepers of Jewish  
identity. How appropriate, then, that 
they would become the torchbearers 
for the Festival of Lights, elevating a 
once minor holiday to the forefront  
of Jewish consciousness. 

“Hanukkah marks the darkest time 
of Jewish history to that point, a 
time when our people’s identity was 
so fragile that Judaism could have 
ceased to exist,” Rabbi Schwartz  
explained.

Let’s be clear: the Maccabees were 
closer to zealots than revolutionaries 
for religious tolerance. They fought 
a war on two fronts: against the 
ruling Seleucid-Greeks and against 
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Igniting the Spark: 
HOW JEWISH VALUES LIGHT THE WAY



their fellow Hebrews, who no longer 
viewed Jewish rituals and tradition as 
relevant. 

Ironically, Hanukkah has become 
the most assimilated Jewish holiday. 
Would Matisyahu be okay with 
Hanukkah presents? What would 
Judah do with a mensch-on-the-
bench? 

"The way we deliver Judaism to 
people is shifting,” observed Rabbi 
Dana Saroken. “We must take what 
we love about Jewish tradition, hold 
it close, and fight for it. While at the 
same time, we should be excited to 
take our beloved Judaism and use it 
to creatively respond to the needs 

of Jews at this moment in time and 
the challenging times that lie ahead. 
Together, we can spark something 
beautiful to emerge from this 
moment.”

Over two millennia, Hanukkah has 
evolved, as each generation of Jews 
tells the Maccabees’ story as they need 
to hear it. In adapting Hanukkah’s 
lessons to the challenges of their 
day, each generation embodies 
Hanukkah’s meaning, a rededication 
of their Jewish identities. 

This Hanukkah, Beth El will explore 
eight middot (divine values) -
emunah, ne'emanut, ometz lev, 
netzach, gevurah, hakarat hatov, 

ahavah, and malchut. Each night, we 
will gather for a live, virtual candle 
lighting, a pre-recorded experience 
focusing on the daily value, and 
finally, a live community conversation, 
based on the discussion questions 
in this guide, all in the same Zoom. 
Together, we will illuminate the 
darkness, increasing our joy with each 
value, and expanding our light with 
each subsequent candle. ■

Rambam interpreted emunah as the 
knowledge that God created the 
world and continues to run all of 
creation. Thus, faith is the recognition 
and acceptance that nothing exists or 
occurs without God.  
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“God loves the Jewish people, but God 
is limited in what God can do to care 
for Israel and other peoples as well,” 
Rabbi Schwartz noted. “For example, 
COVID-19 happened because people 
are susceptible to disease, and God no 
longer intervenes in human history.”

Consequently, a person’s emunah  
imbues accountability, purpose, and 
meaning into life. Faith made clear to 
the Maccabees that their Jewish identity  
was non-negotiable, viewing the 
individualist secularism of Greek culture 
as an existential threat to Judaism. 

“A person’s emunah allows them to tap 
into the mysteries they sense around 
them in the universe,” Rabbi Schwartz 
observed. “At one-time synagogue 
was the primary place where a Jewish 
person could tap into something 
greater than themselves.”

But in the Maccabees’ time, as is true 
today, mainstream Jews began to look 
outside their faith for enlightenment.

“The danger of not having faith is that 
life becomes meaningless, and the 
faithless person has no mechanism to 
connect to that something greater,”  
Rabbi Schwartz said. 

While American Jews enjoy 
unprecedented religious freedom, there 
are similarities between the Jewish  

experience in Western culture and the 
Hellenistic culture in which the 
Maccabees lived.

“The problem with the ‘me first’ culture 
is that it focuses on the individual as 
opposed to the group,” Rabbi Schwartz 
asserted. “This is not the way faith 
traditionally works, and I would argue it 
waters down the power of a faith 
experience, which is in part about 
letting go and submitting your will and 
needs to God, whose existence is 
something you’ll never be able to prove 
logically or rationally.”

Faith emboldened the Maccabees to 
fight against insurmountable odds and 
led them to reignite the extinguished 
light of the Temple Menorah. Neither 
were logical or rational decisions, which 
is why the act of lighting the Menorah is 
the very essence of faith. Once burning, 
that flame had to be tamid - constant - 
and the Maccabees had no way of 
knowing how long the small jar of oil 
would last.

But they lit it nevertheless, 
demonstrating that emunah is the light 
that illuminates the darkness, a spark 
that must be stoked over time. ■

Emunah
FAITH, TRUTH, AND CONVICTION

Igniting the Spark of 

Faith
Thursday, December 10 
7:30 p.m. 

ON FACEBOOK LIVE AND ZOOM 
Can we learn from history or  
are we doomed to repeat it?  

Join Ritual Director Ben  
Kreshtool as he explores how 
a foundational faith allows the 
Jewish People to find life’s  
purpose and meaning.
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Discussion questions  

for our nightly breakout 

sessions on Zoom:

1.  How might challenging times
strengthen our faith?

2.  What’s the danger of living
without faith?

3.  What role does faith play in a
“me-first” culture?
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Discussion questions  

for our nightly breakout 

sessions on Zoom:

1.  How might challenging times
strengthen our faith?

2.  What’s the danger of living
without faith?

3.  What role does faith play in a
“me-first” culture?



Ne'emanut
FAITHFULNESS, LOYALTY, AND A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
“There’s a difference between  
believing in God and having a 
relationship with God,” said  
Rabbi Dana Saroken. 

Ne’emanut, defined as  
“faithfulness” or “loyalty,” is the  
middah that describes the implicit 
Jewish insistence that we count in 
the long run, because we are part 
of a long run in which to count. 
Faithfulness, then, is understanding 
that we are all links in a divine chain 
of being, even though we will never 
know the identity of the other links. 

“So while faith is a conscious thought, 
faithfulness is exclusively an internal 
state of being,” Rabbi Schwartz  

expanded. “That the tradition extends 
beyond a single person’s life span is  
in part what makes it worthy of our 
faithfulness – it links us into a greater 
chain of events, and in that sense 
gives us a taste of immortality.”

“Faith can comfort the soul, but a 
sense of safety and security comes 
from a person’s relationship with 
God,” Rabbi Saroken explained. “We 
have to work on our relationship 
with God so that in the moments 
when we urgently need something, 
it becomes easier to ask God for help 
because we’ve already invested in the 
relationship.”

The Maccabees’ story is the story of 
human beings, fallible and imperfect, 
whose faithfulness allowed them to 
overcome doubts, reject the odds, 
 and chart a new future. They refused 
to live in darkness and found their 
internal light.

This year, as Jews worldwide prepare 
to welcome Hanukkah during the  
continuing pandemic, they would  
do well to remember their eternal, 
internal light. That one little light, 
flamed by an enduring faithfulness, 
can banish a great deal of darkness. ■

Igniting the Spark of 

Faithfulness 
Beth El’s 2015 full orchestral performance of Judas Maccabeus

Friday, December 11 | 7:30 p.m. 

ON FACEBOOK LIVE AND ZOOM 
Cantor Thom King provides behind the scenes commentary as 
we rewatch Beth El’s epic 2015 performance of Judas Maccabeus, 
the story of the Jewish People’s triumph told in music of high 
drama and glorious pageantry, featuring a full-orchestra and 
75-person choir.

Discussion questions for our 

nightly breakout sessions  

on Zoom:

1.  What is the difference between faith
and faithfulness?

2.  How was the Maccabees revolt an
example of faithfulness or loyalty?

3.  How can you improve your relationship
with God, in a way that feels
authentic, connective, and revealing?
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 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֲאֶשר ִקְדָשנּו ְבִמְצֹוָתיו ְוִצָּונּו ְלַהְדִליק ֵנר ֶשל ֲחֻנָכה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav, 

v’tzivanul’hadlik ner shel Chanukah

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe who has sanctified us with 
His commandments and commanded us to light the Chanukah candles. 

 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶשָעָשה ִנִסים ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַבָיִמים ָהֵהם ַבְזַמן ַהֶזה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, sheasa nissim lavotanu, bayamin hahem bazman hazeh

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe  
who made miracles for our ancestors in their days in this season. 

ON THE FIRST NIGHT: 

 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶשֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְיָמנּו ְוִהִגיָענּו ַלְזַמן ַהֶזה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, shehechiyanu, v'kiyamanu, v'higiyanu lazman hazeh

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe who has kept us alive, 
sustained us, and brought us to this season. 

 ַהֵנרֹות ַהָללּו ֶשָאנּו ַמְדִליִקין, ַעל ַהִנִסים ְוַעל ַהִנְפָלאֹות ְוַעל ַהְתשּועֹות ְוַעל ַהִמְלָחמֹות,
 ֶשָעִשיָת ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַבָיִמים ָהֵהם ַבְזַמן ַהֶזה, ַעל ְיֵדי ֹכֲהֶניָך ַהְקדֹוִשים. ְוָכל ְשמֹוַנת ְיֵמי ַהֲחֻנָכה
 ַהֵנרֹות ַהָללּו ֹקֶדש ֵהם ְוֵאין ָלנּו ְרשּות ְלִהְשַתֵמש ָבֶהם, ֶאָלא ִלְראֹוָתם ִבְלָבד, ְכֵדי ְלהֹודֹות

 ּוְלַהֵלל ְלִשְמָך ַהָגדֹול ַעל ִנֶסיָך ְוַעל ִנְפְלאֹוֶתיָך ְוַעל ְישּוָעֶתָך
We kindle these lights on account of the miracles, the deliverances and the wonders which thou didst 

work for our fathers, by means of thy holy priests. During all the eight days of Chanukah these lights are 
sacred, neither is it permitted us to make any profane use of them; but we are only to look at them, in 

order that we may give thanks unto thy name for thy miracles, thy deliverances and thy wonders.

Before We Light We Bless
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igniting our senses
ILLUMINATE YOUR HOLIDAY WITH  THESE HANUKKAH RECIPES 

Feta and Olives 
with Oregano  
Dairy. Serves: 2 - 4. Prep time: 5 minutes
  By: Miri Rotkovitz, Food Educator 
FROM BUBBE AND ME IN THE KITCHEN ©2016,  
BY MIRI ROTKOVITZ 

Take a break from latke-frying and throw light on the 
Hanukkah miracle with this simple, delicious plate of 
feta and olives. A classic Greek mezze, it’s also per-
fect for showcasing Israeli cheese, olives, and herbs. 
Better yet, it’s a nod to the lesser-known tradition to 
eat cheese on Hanukkah in honor of the valiant Ju-
dith, who seduced and slew the Syrian-Greek gener-
al Holofernes with the aid of cheese, turning the tide 
of a battle that took place hundreds of years before 
the Maccabees.

INGREDIENTS:
•  Eight (8) ounces high-quality sheep

or cow’s milk feta cheese
•  Dried oregano
•  Extra-virgin olive oil
•  Kalamata olives, or your favorite mix

of black and green olives, drained

DIRECTIONS: 
•  Slice the feta into ½-inch thick slabs.
•  Arrange on a serving platter or individual

plates.
•  Sprinkle each piece with a generous pinch

of oregano, then drizzle with extra-virgin
olive oil to taste.

•  Spoon four to five olives alongside
each piece of feta.

•   Serve immediately with warm pita,
lavash, or latkes.
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Tali’s Traditional 
Savory Latkes 
By: Tali Adelstein, Senior Events Manager 

The only thing you need to celebrate Hanukkah is 
nine candles and a menorah. But if you ask us, it's not 
the Festival of Lights without a fresh batch of crispy 
latkes. Whether you're a first-time latke maker or a 
phenom of the frying pan, Tali's recipe is sure  
to light up the room with one bite.

INGREDIENTS: 
• Six (6) medium sized Yukon Gold potatoes
•  One (1) large Vidalia onion
•  Three (3) cloves of crushed garlic (optional)
•  Three (3) eggs
• Kosher salt
•  Cracked white pepper
•  Baking powder
• Unbleached Flour
•  Corn or peanut oil. Feel free to substitute with an

oil of your choice (but not olive oil).

DIRECTIONS: 
• Shred potatoes, place in large bowl
• Grate your onion and add to bowl with potatoes
•  Mix in 1/4 cup of flour, 1/4 teaspoon of baking

powder, eggs, and garlic (optional) to your bowl
with potatoes and onions.

•  Heat a large drizzle of oil in a large, preferably
non-stick pan, over medium-high heat

•  Form potato and onion mixture into patties, place
into frying pan

•  Cook until both sides have reached a golden crisp,
flipping halfway through

•  Remove latke from pan and place onto plate with
paper towel.

•  Service with sour cream, apple butter, or apple
sauce.
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Igniting the Spark of 

Courage 
Hanukkah at the Drive-in
Saturday, December 12  
6:00 - 8:30 p.m. 
Rosenbloom Owings Mills 
JCC Drive-In Theatre 

tinyurl.com/Hanukkah-Drive-In 
$18/car

Baltimore’s Conservative Jewish 
community comes together for a 
community candle lighting and 
a drive-in screening of Full Court 
Miracle, an uplifting Hanukkah 
themed movie for all ages.

Discussion questions  

for our nightly breakout 

sessions on Zoom:

1.   How does the Hanukkah story
illustrate courage?

2.   The Jewish people have always
relied upon their inner strength
to endure dark times. How can
ometz lev help us cope with
the pandemic and all the
challenges our society has
faced this year?

3.  What helps you pause and find
your inner strength during
your big feeling moments?

Ometz Lev
COURAGE OF THE HEART
Driven by their faith and faithfulness, 
the Maccabees set out to accomplish 
the impossible. While the middot of 
emunah and ne’emanut provided 
the mission and justification for their 
revolt, the Maccabees would need to 
call upon ometz lev, “courage of the 
heart,” to realize their victory.

While today’s Jews might not face 
the same mortal dangers as the 
Maccabees, they must still cultivate 
courage in the small and large actions 
of their lives.

“Our Berman-Lipavsky Religious 
School students explore ometz lev by 
identifying excitement, anger, stress, 
and other ‘big feelings’ moments in 
their lives, then practicing how to 
pause and use their inner strength 
to manage those feelings,” said Amy 
Goldberg, Religious School Director. 
“We study how our ancestors - like 
Abraham, Moses, Miriam, and the 
Maccabees - called upon their ometz 
lev to find the inner strength needed 
to deal with ‘big feelings’ during 
critical moments throughout Jewish 
history.”

“Sometimes navigating our everyday 
lives requires tremendous courage. 
Sometimes it takes courage to say 
something that you need to say to 
someone, to speak out for what you 
believe in, sometimes it takes courage 
to face a difficult or challenging 
situation, like illness or loss,” Rabbi 
Schwartz said. 

To that end, the teachable moments 
of Hanukkah are particularly relevant 
in today’s age of social inequality and 
political polarization.

“2020 reminds us what Hanukkah 
has taught us through the centuries: 
the courage of the Jewish people is 
a powerful force,” suggested Cantor 
Melanie Blatt. “When we are our 
authentic selves, bravely proclaiming 
our Jewish identity and living our 
Jewish values, we can be a beacon of 
light that shines in this dark period.” ■
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How did the Maccabees maintain hope 
through their rebellion and decades of 
assimilation? Netzach. 

“Jews are certainly known for their 
perseverance – a people that has 
survived for so long and has so often 
faced dire circumstances, in both 
ancient and modern times,” Rabbi 
Schwartz observed. “True resilience 
is shown when a person - or a 
people - continues to maintain hope, 
and continues to fight for a better 
future, even when the odds seem 
insurmountable.”

This ability to “bounce back” from 
hard times is a hallmark of the Jewish 
people, who call upon a deep well of 
spiritual values for sustenance during 
dark times.

“The netzach that the Maccabees 
possessed came from the power of 
their faith in God,” explained Cantor 
Thom King. “It was that powerful 
faith that gave them the strength 
to persevere against seemingly 
insurmountable odds.”

“The Maccabees were not meant to 
win the war. They were up against a 
much stronger enemy, but their sheer 

perseverance and grit allowed them to 
push through and survive,” Cantor Blatt 
said. “While the Maccabees’ military 
victory itself was a miracle, it was made 
possible by the strength of the Jewish 
people. Through the pandemic, we 
have seen our Beth El community - as 
well as the global Jewish community - 
grow closer, making us stronger, wiser, 
and more resilient.” ■

Netzach
GRIT, PERSISTENCE, AND VICTORY 

RABBI STEVEN SCHWARTZ

Igniting the Spark of 

Perseverance 
Sunday, December 13 | 7:30 p.m. 

ON FACEBOOK LIVE AND ZOOM 

Join Rabbi Steve Schwartz for a conversation with the 
families of Holocaust survivors who understand that 
the qualities of grit and perseverance have allowed the 
Jewish people to thrive.

Discussion questions  

for our nightly breakout 

sessions on Zoom:

1.  How can grit and perseverance make
us more resilient to hard times?

2.  What was so miraculous about the courage  
of the Maccabees?

3.  In light of the continuing pandemic, what
perspective can we gather from the Jewish
people’s historical resilience?
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 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֲאֶשר ִקְדָשנּו ְבִמְצֹוָתיו ְוִצָּונּו ְלַהְדִליק ֵנר ֶשל ֲחֻנָכה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav, 

v’tzivanul’hadlik ner shel Chanukah

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe who has sanctified us with 
His commandments and commanded us to light the Chanukah candles. 

 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶשָעָשה ִנִסים ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַבָיִמים ָהֵהם ַבְזַמן ַהֶזה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, sheasa nissim lavotanu, bayamin hahem bazman hazeh

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe  
who made miracles for our ancestors in their days in this season. 

ON THE FIRST NIGHT: 

 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶשֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְיָמנּו ְוִהִגיָענּו ַלְזַמן ַהֶזה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, shehechiyanu, v'kiyamanu, v'higiyanu lazman hazeh

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe who has kept us alive, 
sustained us, and brought us to this season. 

 ַהֵנרֹות ַהָללּו ֶשָאנּו ַמְדִליִקין, ַעל ַהִנִסים ְוַעל ַהִנְפָלאֹות ְוַעל ַהְתשּועֹות ְוַעל ַהִמְלָחמֹות,
 ֶשָעִשיָת ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַבָיִמים ָהֵהם ַבְזַמן ַהֶזה, ַעל ְיֵדי ֹכֲהֶניָך ַהְקדֹוִשים. ְוָכל ְשמֹוַנת ְיֵמי ַהֲחֻנָכה
 ַהֵנרֹות ַהָללּו ֹקֶדש ֵהם ְוֵאין ָלנּו ְרשּות ְלִהְשַתֵמש ָבֶהם, ֶאָלא ִלְראֹוָתם ִבְלָבד, ְכֵדי ְלהֹודֹות

 ּוְלַהֵלל ְלִשְמָך ַהָגדֹול ַעל ִנֶסיָך ְוַעל ִנְפְלאֹוֶתיָך ְוַעל ְישּוָעֶתָך
We kindle these lights on account of the miracles, the deliverances and the wonders which thou didst 

work for our fathers, by means of thy holy priests. During all the eight days of Chanukah these lights are 
sacred, neither is it permitted us to make any profane use of them; but we are only to look at them, in 

order that we may give thanks unto thy name for thy miracles, thy deliverances and thy wonders.

Before We Light We Bless
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Gevurah
STRENGTH, DISCIPLINE, AND HEROISM
“The Maccabees fought a war not only 
against the Greeks, but also against 
the Jews who agreed to leave God 
and become Greek,” explained Dr. Eyal 
Bor, Director of Education and the 
Rabbi Mark G. Loeb Center For Lifelong 
Learning. “Their victory proves that the 
bigger army does not necessarily win, 
but rather, those whose convictions 
give them strength from God.”

The Maccabees’ military victory is 
certainly heroic. But perhaps more 
“heroic” was the gevurah required 
to maintain their Jewish identities 
and values in the face of unrelenting 
assimilation. 

“For people who care deeply about 
Judaism, it’s terrifying to think that 
external forces might threaten their 
faith,” Rabbi Saroken illustrated. “There 
have been many times throughout 
Jewish history, and even in the scope 
of our lifetimes, that Judaism has come 
under threat. Through those moments, 
we can feel what the Maccabees felt.”

In many ways, the threat of Hellenistic 
assimilation parallels the current 
experience of American Jews, who 
are redefining their faith in the 21st 
Century.

“The million-dollar question for 
modern Judaism is whether or not 
today’s Jewish communities will 
have the will-power to maintain our 

collective Jewish identity,” Rabbi 
Schwartz posed. “Early indications 
are that it will be difficult for younger 
generations of Jews to stay as 
committed to Judaism as their parents 
and grandparents.”

Hanukkah means “dedication” or 
“rededication.” On the 25th of Kislev the 
Maccabees reclaimed the Holy Temple, 
and though ransacked, immediately 
rededicated the sanctuary to the 
service of God. More significantly, 
the Maccabees responded to violent 
religious persecution by rededicating 
themselves to Judaism. They resolved 
that their Jewish commitment would 
not be the same as before; rather, it 
would rise to a higher level.

“The Judaism we’ve always known is 
changing right before our eyes, just 
as it had for the Maccabees,” Rabbi 
Saroken said. “The challenge at this 
major transitional point is to find 
new and creative ways to deliver the 
tradition so that it remains central and 
relevant.” 

“Popular culture teaches us that the 
material world, with its pleasures and 
desires, is the only thing that matters,” 
Cantor King said. “Jews can, and have, 
maintained their faith under such 
conditions, but the battle in that case 
is not with our oppressors, but with 
ourselves.” ■

Igniting the Spark of 

Inner Strength
Monday, December 14 
7:30 p.m.  

 ON FACEBOOK LIVE AND ZOOM 

It is said that wherever a  
Maccabean soldier fell in battle,  
a red flower would bloom. Since 
then, the red flower has become  
a symbol of strength for Israel.  
Join Dr. Eyal Bor for an  
enlightening exploration of  
how the Maccabean values of 
strength, discipline, and heroism 
forged a new national identity  
for Israel. 

Discussion questions  

for our nightly breakout 

sessions on Zoom:

1.  What does it mean to be
spiritually disciplined?

2.   In an increasingly secular
world, how can modern Jews
cultivate the “willpower” to
maintain their Jewish
identities?

3.  How can we use gevurah
to change our world?
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When fighting these battles, it is natural 
to see only personal challenges and 
lose sight of life's blessings. Fortunately, 
Jewish tradition offers a built-in 
mechanism for cultivating gratitude, 
through Hakarat HaTov, literally 
translated to “recognizing the good.” 

“One of the most beautiful aspects of 
our Jewish tradition is that we recite 
blessings even in the most difficult 
situations,” Rabbi Saroken observed. 
“Amidst tragedy, loss, suffering, and 
pain, we are asked to experience 
God’s presence, bringing light into the 
darkness.” 

Importantly, the act of gratitude does 
not invalidate painful feelings, but 
instead encourages a Jewish person “to 
dig deep enough to see the blessing,” 

Rabbi Saroken added. 

To that end, the siddur and Mussar 
demonstrate that gratitude is refined 
through prayer.

“There are two primary barriers to 
gratitude. One is that we tend to take 
things for granted. The sun came up 
today? Of course it did; it always comes 
up! The other barrier to gratitude is that 
we begin to believe we deserve what 
comes to us: I’ve done well because 
of me, because of my hard work, and 
I deserve whatever I’ve got,” Rabbi 
Schwartz expanded. 

Rabbi Saroken agreed and further 
offered: “When we practice and 
cultivate gratitude, it can help us 
navigate the tough days and focus on 

the many blessings we have in our lives. 
It reminds us we should not take things 
for granted, and that even small things 
throughout the day are true blessings.”

Certainly, the Maccabees had enough 
to lament. Their enemies defiled the 
Holy Temple and ruled Jerusalem 
under an antagonistic culture. But 
in practicing Hakarat HaTov, the 
Maccabees looked beyond their 
suffering to glimpse not defeat, but the 
possibilities of the future: the Temple as 
it would be rebuilt. 

Today’s Jews face the same choice 
as their ancestors: whether to see 
only disappointment and misery in a 
challenging time, or an opportunity to 
transform defeat into hope. ■

Hakarat HaTov
RECOGNIZING THE GOOD

Igniting the Spark of 

Gratitude 
Tuesday, December 15 | 7:30 p.m. 

ON FACEBOOK LIVE AND ZOOM 

The Alvin & Lois Lapidus Center for Healing & Spirituality, our 
Soul Center, invites you to increase the light and joy in your life. 
Julie Hettleman (Program Coordinator), Rachel Siegal (Managing 
Director), and several special guests, will show you how cultivat-
ing a daily gratitude practice can pave a pathway to happiness.

Discussion questions  

for our nightly breakout 

sessions on Zoom:

1.  How and why should a person practice
gratitude when times are hard, both
personally and globally?

2.  What are the barriers to gratitude in
your life?
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Tali’s Sweet Apple 
Fritter Latkes 
By: Tali Adelstein, Senior Events Manager 

Why should potatoes have all of the pan-fried fun? 
Indulge your sweet tooth this Hanukkah with  
Tali's recipe for Sweet Apple Fritter Latkes. Not overly 
sweet or complicated to make, this fresh take on a 
beloved holiday dish is sure to win over all the hun-
gry Maccabees in your family. 

INGREDIENTS: 
•  Four (4) medium tart apples of your choice

(Tali recommends Granny Smith apples,
but you could also try pears).

• 1/2 cup powdered sugar
•  1 1/2 cups of all-purpose unbleached flour
• Two (2) eggs
• Two (2) teaspoons of baking powder
• 1/2 teaspoon of salt
• One (1) cup of whole milk
• One (1) lemon

DIRECTIONS:
•  Make the batter. In a medium bowl, combine

flour, baking soda, and salt.
•  Slowly add milk to the bowl with flour,

baking soda, and salt.
•  Beat your eggs well and add them to the

bowl. Set aside.
•  Core peel and cut apples into 1/3 inch slices.
•  Dip apple slices into batter and fry in butter

or an oil of your choice.
•  Once apples reach a crispy, golden brown,

remove them from the pan and dry.
•  Garnish both sides with powdered sugar.

Enjoy!

igniting our senses
ILLUMINATE YOUR HOLIDAY WITH  THESE HANUKKAH RECIPES 
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 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֲאֶשר ִקְדָשנּו ְבִמְצֹוָתיו ְוִצָּונּו ְלַהְדִליק ֵנר ֶשל ֲחֻנָכה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav, 

v’tzivanul’hadlik ner shel Chanukah

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe who has sanctified us with 
His commandments and commanded us to light the Chanukah candles. 

 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶשָעָשה ִנִסים ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַבָיִמים ָהֵהם ַבְזַמן ַהֶזה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, sheasa nissim lavotanu, bayamin hahem bazman hazeh

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe  
who made miracles for our ancestors in their days in this season. 

ON THE FIRST NIGHT: 

 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶשֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְיָמנּו ְוִהִגיָענּו ַלְזַמן ַהֶזה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, shehechiyanu, v'kiyamanu, v'higiyanu lazman hazeh

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe who has kept us alive, 
sustained us, and brought us to this season. 

 ַהֵנרֹות ַהָללּו ֶשָאנּו ַמְדִליִקין, ַעל ַהִנִסים ְוַעל ַהִנְפָלאֹות ְוַעל ַהְתשּועֹות ְוַעל ַהִמְלָחמֹות,
 ֶשָעִשיָת ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַבָיִמים ָהֵהם ַבְזַמן ַהֶזה, ַעל ְיֵדי ֹכֲהֶניָך ַהְקדֹוִשים. ְוָכל ְשמֹוַנת ְיֵמי ַהֲחֻנָכה
 ַהֵנרֹות ַהָללּו ֹקֶדש ֵהם ְוֵאין ָלנּו ְרשּות ְלִהְשַתֵמש ָבֶהם, ֶאָלא ִלְראֹוָתם ִבְלָבד, ְכֵדי ְלהֹודֹות

 ּוְלַהֵלל ְלִשְמָך ַהָגדֹול ַעל ִנֶסיָך ְוַעל ִנְפְלאֹוֶתיָך ְוַעל ְישּוָעֶתָך
We kindle these lights on account of the miracles, the deliverances and the wonders which thou didst 

work for our fathers, by means of thy holy priests. During all the eight days of Chanukah these lights are 
sacred, neither is it permitted us to make any profane use of them; but we are only to look at them, in 

order that we may give thanks unto thy name for thy miracles, thy deliverances and thy wonders.

Before We Light We Bless
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Tali’s Succulent Sufganiyot: 
Israeli Jelly Donuts 
By: Tali Adelstein, Senior Events Manager 

A cross between a beignet and a jelly donut,  
sufganiyot are pillowy donuts eaten in Israel and 
around the world during Hanukkah to symbolize 
the miracle of the oil that burned for eight days 
instead of one in the Hanukkah story.

INGREDIENTS: 
•  Two (2) eggs, well beaten
•  1/2 cup of sugar
•  One (1) tablespoon of vegetable oil
•  2 1/2 cups of unbleached flour
•  1 1/2 teaspoons of baking powder
•  1/2 teaspoon of salt
•  One (1) cup of whole milk
•  1/4 teaspoon of vanilla extract
•  Your choice of jam or jelly

(Tali recommends strawberry or blueberry)
•  Powdered sugar

DIRECTIONS:
•  Beat two (2) eggs in a medium bowl until well

scrambled.
•  Add 1/2 cup of sugar, then beat again.
•  In a separate bowl, combine flour,

baking powder, and salt.
•  Add half of the dry mixture into the bowl with your

beaten eggs, then beat again. You’ll use the rest of
your dry mixture in the next step. (Tali’s tip: you may
need to add more flour in order to form a soft dough.)

•  Refrigerate dough for one - two hours.
•  Roll the dough until it reaches ¼ inch thickness,

then cut the dough into 32 circles.
•  Place a teaspoon of a jam or jelly of your

choice onto half the circles.
•  Now, use the remaining dough circles to

cover each jellied circle, pinching around the edges.
•  Heat a large drizzle of oil over high heat,

then deep fry your doughnuts.
•  Remove when golden, and place onto a

paper towel to dry. Enjoy!
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Tali’s Succulent Sufganiyot: 
Israeli Jelly Donuts 
By: Tali Adelstein, Senior Events Manager 

A cross between a beignet and a jelly donut,  
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need to add more flour in order to form a soft dough.)

•  Refrigerate dough for one - two hours.
•  Roll the dough until it reaches ¼ inch thickness,

then cut the dough into 32 circles.
•  Place a teaspoon of a jam or jelly of your

choice onto half the circles.
•  Now, use the remaining dough circles to

cover each jellied circle, pinching around the edges.
•  Heat a large drizzle of oil over high heat,

then deep fry your doughnuts.
•  Remove when golden, and place onto a
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Ahavah
LOVING WITH AN OPEN HEART

The Torah commands the Jewish 
people to love over 40 times, and 
specifies three entities to which a Jew 
should devote their love: God, their 
fellow human beings, and the stranger.

“What’s remarkable about the Jewish 
view of love is that it’s the foundation 
for living a moral life,” Rabbi Schwartz 
said. 

The first two of these commandments 
— love for God and love for our fellow 
humans — are actualized through 
mitzvot, a system that shapes ideals 
into behavior and is deepened through 
communal norms. But what about 
loving the stranger? 

“The Jewish people have the capacity 
for radical empathy - especially for the 
stranger - because far too often we 
have been strangers in a stranger land, 
thrust into vulnerable circumstances,” 
Rabbi Schwartz continued.

Similar to the other middot, the value 
of ahavah is an action, which must 
be performed with regularity. Doing 
so reinforces the Jewish people’s 
collective capacity for action.  

“The Hanukkiah is a beautiful symbol 
for how human beings need to live 
together,” Rabbi Saroken shared. “The 
Hanukkiah has a Shamash, which we 
use to light all the other candles. Just 
as the Shamash serves to illuminate the 
other candles, and bring their light into 
the world, each of us, as Jews, should 
strive to bring light into others’ lives 
and to illuminate our world.”

Rabbi Saroken suggested that: “During 
these challenging times, each of us 
must also remember to keep our 
personal Shamash, our internal flame, 
burning brightly so that we have light 
to share. To consider what keeps us 
inspired, what helps us to feel most 
hopeful, most fulfilled and most joyful. 
Our personal light, our shared light, 
and our belief that miracles can and do 
happen, will enable us to endure the 
challenges and hard times when they 
come our way." ■

Discussion questions  

for our nightly breakout 

sessions on Zoom:

1.  How can we express love in
a culture of divisiveness and
hatred?

2.  The Torah commands the
Jewish people to love. Why
and for what purpose? How
can we be commanded to
experience an emotion?

3.  A Jewish person expresses
their love for God by studying
Torah and emulating God.
How might embodying God’s
attributes bring love into the
world?

Igniting the Spark of 

Love
Wednesday, December 16 
7:30 p.m.

ON FACEBOOK LIVE AND ZOOM 
Between the darkness of 
winter and the uncertainties of 
our world, we’re all looking for 
hope and a sense of agency.  
Join Rabbi Saroken and  
community leaders,  
Linda Hurwitz and Larry Ziffer, 
for a workshop that will  
inspire you to love to your  
fullest capacity.
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 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֲאֶשר ִקְדָשנּו ְבִמְצֹוָתיו ְוִצָּונּו ְלַהְדִליק ֵנר ֶשל ֲחֻנָכה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav, 

v’tzivanul’hadlik ner shel Chanukah

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe who has sanctified us with 
His commandments and commanded us to light the Chanukah candles. 

 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶשָעָשה ִנִסים ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַבָיִמים ָהֵהם ַבְזַמן ַהֶזה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, sheasa nissim lavotanu, bayamin hahem bazman hazeh

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe  
who made miracles for our ancestors in their days in this season. 

ON THE FIRST NIGHT: 

 ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶשֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְיָמנּו ְוִהִגיָענּו ַלְזַמן ַהֶזה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, shehechiyanu, v'kiyamanu, v'higiyanu lazman hazeh

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe who has kept us alive, 
sustained us, and brought us to this season. 

 ַהֵנרֹות ַהָללּו ֶשָאנּו ַמְדִליִקין, ַעל ַהִנִסים ְוַעל ַהִנְפָלאֹות ְוַעל ַהְתשּועֹות ְוַעל ַהִמְלָחמֹות,
 ֶשָעִשיָת ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַבָיִמים ָהֵהם ַבְזַמן ַהֶזה, ַעל ְיֵדי ֹכֲהֶניָך ַהְקדֹוִשים. ְוָכל ְשמֹוַנת ְיֵמי ַהֲחֻנָכה
 ַהֵנרֹות ַהָללּו ֹקֶדש ֵהם ְוֵאין ָלנּו ְרשּות ְלִהְשַתֵמש ָבֶהם, ֶאָלא ִלְראֹוָתם ִבְלָבד, ְכֵדי ְלהֹודֹות

 ּוְלַהֵלל ְלִשְמָך ַהָגדֹול ַעל ִנֶסיָך ְוַעל ִנְפְלאֹוֶתיָך ְוַעל ְישּוָעֶתָך
We kindle these lights on account of the miracles, the deliverances and the wonders which thou didst 

work for our fathers, by means of thy holy priests. During all the eight days of Chanukah these lights are 
sacred, neither is it permitted us to make any profane use of them; but we are only to look at them, in 

order that we may give thanks unto thy name for thy miracles, thy deliverances and thy wonders.

Before We Light We Bless
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Experiencing miracles, as Rabbi 
Saroken described, is fundamental to 
the Jewish experience. 

“Miracles enable us to see the world 
with awe and wonder,” Rabbi Saroken 
suggested. “They help us maintain 
hope. They give us space to believe in 
the unimaginable and the things that 
we can’t see or figure out.”

The Jewish people absorb the divine 
influence by embodying God’s 
character traits, including the middot 
our community will collectively explore 
this Hanukkah. 

“Miracles are very deceptive 
because we often expect them to 
be supernatural in nature,” Cantor 
King noted. “But miracles occur when 
God’s hand is not seen, but hidden. 
This is the kind of miracle in which 
an outnumbered, under-trained, 
inexperienced Maccabean army 

was able to reach into their inner 
repositories of courage and faith to 
allow a miraculous victory to occur.” 

In this sense, malchut is the most 
important of the mystical middot, as it 
demonstrates that God  acts through 
human beings.

“God didn’t wave a magic wand and 
make the Assyrians disappear,” Cantor 
King concluded. “The Maccabees 
had to fight and suffer to make that 
miraculous victory happen.”

This is malchut in the truest sense: 
God’s attributes, expressed and 
enacted by human beings.  

“The true miracle of Hanukkah is that 
someone thought to look for the oil 
with which to light the Menorah in 
the first place,” Rabbi Schwartz said. 
“The act of lighting the Menorah is 
akin to the aish tamid (eternal light) in 

our sanctuary: Sometimes, it flickers, 
sometimes it’s weak, sometimes it’s 
strong. But the light is on every day 
and continues to shine. That’s the 
Jewish people.”

Indeed, just as the Maccabees called 
upon the timeless middot which have 
sustained the Jewish people since 
Abraham, so too can today’s Jews call 
upon those same values to endure any 
modern challenge, whether political 
polarization or pandemic.

“The Hanukkah story is the story of 
a group of Jews who, despite living 
in dark times, maintained hope and 
vision,” Rabbi Saroken concluded. 
“They could see not only what was 
happening to them in the present, 
but also, into the future of what might 
become. They dared to live in the here 
and now with an eye to the future and 
all of the possibilities that lie ahead.” ■

Malchut
THE AWE AND WONDER OF GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY

Discussion questions for our nightly 

breakout sessions on Zoom:

Igniting the Spark of 

Wonder
Monday, December 14 - 
Thursday, December 17, 4:30 - 5:00 p.m. 
at Beth El’s Weil-Mandel Pavilion
An outdoor, walk-through exhibit of Hanukkah 
lights for preschool families in the Pauline Mash 
School for Early Childhood Education. Space is  
limited, and registration is required.

1.  What about Hanukkah makes you light up with 
child-like wonder?

2.  How will you pass on your Hanukkah traditions to 
the next generation?

3.  What's a miracle you've experienced lately?
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ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֲאֶשר ִקְדָשנּו ְבִמְצֹוָתיו ְוִצָּונּו ְלַהְדִליק ֵנר ֶשל ֲחֻנָכה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, asher kidshanu b’mitzvotav, 

v’tzivanul’hadlik ner shel Chanukah

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe who has sanctified us with 
His commandments and commanded us to light the Chanukah candles. 

ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶשָעָשה ִנִסים ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַבָיִמים ָהֵהם ַבְזַמן ַהֶזה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, sheasa nissim lavotanu, bayamin hahem bazman hazeh

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe 
who made miracles for our ancestors in their days in this season. 

ON THE FIRST NIGHT:

ָברּוְך ַאָתה ְיָי ֱאֹלֵהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶשֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְיָמנּו ְוִהִגיָענּו ַלְזַמן ַהֶזה
Baruch ata ADONAI Eloheinu Melech Ha-Olam, shehechiyanu, v'kiyamanu, v'higiyanu lazman hazeh

Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe who has kept us alive, 
sustained us, and brought us to this season. 

ַהֵנרֹות ַהָללּו ֶשָאנּו ַמְדִליִקין, ַעל ַהִנִסים ְוַעל ַהִנְפָלאֹות ְוַעל ַהְתשּועֹות ְוַעל ַהִמְלָחמֹות,
ֶשָעִשיָת ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַבָיִמים ָהֵהם ַבְזַמן ַהֶזה, ַעל ְיֵדי ֹכֲהֶניָך ַהְקדֹוִשים. ְוָכל ְשמֹוַנת ְיֵמי ַהֲחֻנָכה
ַהֵנרֹות ַהָללּו ֹקֶדש ֵהם ְוֵאין ָלנּו ְרשּות ְלִהְשַתֵמש ָבֶהם, ֶאָלא ִלְראֹוָתם ִבְלָבד, ְכֵדי ְלהֹודֹות

ּוְלַהֵלל ְלִשְמָך ַהָגדֹול ַעל ִנֶסיָך ְוַעל ִנְפְלאֹוֶתיָך ְוַעל ְישּוָעֶתָך
We kindle these lights on account of the miracles, the deliverances and the wonders which thou didst 

work for our fathers, by means of thy holy priests. During all the eight days of Chanukah these lights are 
sacred, neither is it permitted us to make any profane use of them; but we are only to look at them, in 

order that we may give thanks unto thy name for thy miracles, thy deliverances and thy wonders.

Before We Light We Bless
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 ַהֵנרֹות ַהָללּו ֶשָאנּו ַמְדִליִקין, ַעל ַהִנִסים ְוַעל ַהִנְפָלאֹות ְוַעל ַהְתשּועֹות ְוַעל ַהִמְלָחמֹות,
 ֶשָעִשיָת ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ַבָיִמים ָהֵהם ַבְזַמן ַהֶזה, ַעל ְיֵדי ֹכֲהֶניָך ַהְקדֹוִשים. ְוָכל ְשמֹוַנת ְיֵמי ַהֲחֻנָכה
 ַהֵנרֹות ַהָללּו ֹקֶדש ֵהם ְוֵאין ָלנּו ְרשּות ְלִהְשַתֵמש ָבֶהם, ֶאָלא ִלְראֹוָתם ִבְלָבד, ְכֵדי ְלהֹודֹות

 ּוְלַהֵלל ְלִשְמָך ַהָגדֹול ַעל ִנֶסיָך ְוַעל ִנְפְלאֹוֶתיָך ְוַעל ְישּוָעֶתָך
We kindle these lights on account of the miracles, the deliverances and the wonders which thou didst 

work for our fathers, by means of thy holy priests. During all the eight days of Chanukah these lights are 
sacred, neither is it permitted us to make any profane use of them; but we are only to look at them, in 

order that we may give thanks unto thy name for thy miracles, thy deliverances and thy wonders.

Before We Light We Bless
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