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Tonight we celebrate one of the most festive holidays of the year, the holiday of Purim.  
As is true of all of our holidays, there is a great deal of anticipation and preparation 
beforehand.  In addition to all the work our sisterhood does preparing the beautiful shlach 
manot packages, we are getting ready for the big carnival tomorrow, as well as the 
megillah reading and play tonight.  People are getting their costumes ready, and some 
wonder what to wear, while others may speculate what surprise the rabbi has in store for 
us this year.  

The frivolous nature of the day is based on the sense of relief and joy we feel because the 
plot devised by Haman, the personification of evil, to destroy the Jewish people was 
thwarted.  The evil Haman, advisor to King Achashverosh won the king’s approval to 
destroy all the Jews in the kingdom on the 13th day of the month of Adar.    

Mordechai discovered the plot, and together with his niece Esther jeopardized and risked 
their own lives to save their people.  They made a personal plea to the king and appealed 
to him to reverse his order.   

Much of the story reads like a farce, and lends itself to parody.  The holiday takes on a 
unique mood of joy and celebration, for the outcome is the opposite of the original intent 
of those who plotted to annihilate the Jews.  In the end, Haman and his offspring are hung 
on the very gallows originally intended to be used for the Jews.

Like any good literature that lasts, the story operates on several levels and has multiple 
layers of meaning.  

One of the first questions it raises is:  Why were the Jews going to be destroyed?  

A pathological, paranoid individual, the evil Haman resented and was jealous of the 
accomplishments of Mordechai, whom he considered to be his rival.  His furor was 
further fueled when Mordechai refused to acquiesce and bow before Haman when he 
rode in the streets.  Haman decided on his plot and aroused the king’s ire and suspicion 
by telling him that there is “a certain people scattered about and dispersed among the 
other peoples” living in their midst. 

And the French saying comes to mind:  plus son change, plus son de meme, the more 
things change, the more they are the same.

Throughout history there have been those who sought to destroy us.  In fact, the Passover 
seder memorializes our experience by saying, “Bechol dor vador:  In every generation 
there are those who rise up seeking to destroy us.”



The reason given in the story of Esther is so silly and arbitrary, and that is an important 
point we need to remember.  It shows that there is no justification for anti Semitism, nor 
should one even attempt to rationalize irrational and unjustifiable hatred.
One cannot help but wonder why it must be this way, why there is such irrational, 
unjustified, passionate hatred and why the desire to eradicate Jews exists?

If only it were the stuff of fantasy or literature from the ancient past.  

But the painful reality is that the unbridled hatred which should have been put to rest with 
the Holocaust did not end in the middle of the last century.  With the demise of Nazism 
and the repudiation of the destructive racist fanatical hatred of the fascists, one would 
think that Jews would be entitled to a “pass.”  It is not expecting too much to hope that 
the world would have awakened to the horror committed in the name of anti Semitism 
and to the realization that hatred of Jews ultimately destroys the very ones who harbor 
such feelings.  

There are those who dismiss the story of Esther as some kind of fairy tale of long ago 
Persia.  

But one need look no further than today’s headlines to see that the desire to annihilate the 
Jewish people has not subsided.  In fact, in the same locale of the biblical story of Esther, 
in present day Persia, there is another madman who has expressed a foreign policy 
remarkably in line with Haman’s intent.

Just the other day, Iran’s president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in a speech in Sudan 
responded to increased international pressure over his country’s nuclear program by 
unleashing inflammatory rhetoric about Israel and denouncing Zionists as the "true 
incarnation of Satan".  And that was one of his milder statements.  We know that words 
lead to actions and therefore must be taken seriously.  An Argentine court recently found 
Iran responsible for the attack on the AMIA Jewish community center in the heart of the 
largest Jewish community in Latin America, in Buenos Aires that killed 85 and wounded 
hundreds.

The Iranian regime is not alone in its hatred.  Throughout the entire Arab and Moslem 
world today, similar visceral negative images of Jews are commonly promulgated and 
circulated.  Much of the drivel reads as if it came straight from the pages of Nazi 
propaganda.  In a sermon broadcast on Radio Damascus earlier this week about the 
campaign for the “liberation” of the Al-Aqsa Mosque, using “classic” and Islamic anti-
Semitic themes, Jews are accused of breaking agreements, hating peace, betraying Allah 
and his prophet.  They take away Muslims' dignity, money and blood, and strive for 
killing and bloodshed throughout history. 

Anti-Semitic incitement in Syria and other Arab and Islamic nations makes no distinction 
between criticizing the State of Israel and spreading hatred against the Jewish people.



This Shabbat is known as Shabbat Zachor, and we are commanded to remember.  
Unfortunately, the things we need to recall are not from the distant past.  They are part of 
current world events.  I suggest that what we need to remember is the courage of Esther 
and Mordechai, of their willingness to act on behalf of their fellow Jews for they 
recognized that every member of the Jewish community has the responsibility to take 
care of each other, and to insure our collective survival.  
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