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CBT GOeS GLOBaL
OVER 30,000 PEOPLE FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
JOINED OUR HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES

UNITeD STaTeS
Albuquerque, NM
Beaumont, TX  
Chapel Hill, NC
Charlotte, NC 
Chicago, IL 
Cincinnati, OH
Clark, NJ
Cleveland, OH
Columbus, OH
Corpus Christi, TX
Denver, CO
El Paso, TX 
Falls Church, VA
Fayetteville, NC 
Florida
Ft. Bragg, C A
Houston, TX
Lawrenceville, GA
Long Island, NY
Los Angeles, CA
Louisville, KY 
Massachusetts
Miami Beach, FL
Miami, FL 
Moses Lake, WA
New Jersey
Newton, MA 
North Bethesda, MD
Northern NJ 
New York, NJ

Ocean City , NJ
Pennsylvania
Quinnesec, MI 
Rehoboth Beach, MD 
River Falls, WI
Royal Palm Beach, FL
Saddle Fiver, NJ  
San Francisco, CA
Santa Fe, NM
Sarasota, FL
Savannah, GA
Somerset NJ
St. Augustine, FL
Stamford, CT
Tennessee
W. Caldwell, NJ 
Washington DC 
Wayne, NJ 
Wisconsin

INTERNATIONAL
Barranquilla, Colombia
Berlin, Germany 
Bogotá Colombia
Bolivia
Brazil
Canada 
Dominican Republic 
Galipan, Venezuela  
Guatemala City  
Israel
Kenya  

WHaT PeOPLe WeRe SaYING: 
(a sampling of many comments)

Shanah Tovah to all from Sosua in the                                 
  Dominican Republic 

My first Yom Kippur 

Boker Tov from Denver. Thank you for giving us the 
opportunity to participate with you. 

Thank you for allowing us to see this beautiful service.

 May you all be inscribed the Book of Life... from Miami, FL

Great service...watching from Corpus Christi,TX

Boker Tov from Long Island, NY

Wonderful service. Thank you from Cincinnati 

Greetings from Taiwan !! 

Thank you for this wonderful service..from Wayne, NJ 

Thank you from Albuquerque

Thank you from Miami Beach - beautiful service. 

Shalom, from Tennessee! 

Shalom from Uruguay 

Shana tova From Guatemala City  

Watching and dovening in Toronto Baruch HaShem 

Thanks for sharing your beautiful service

Thank you giving me this opportunity to daven with you for Yom Kippur. It means a lot 
to me. Thank you.. Gmar Khtimah Tova to all.

Gmar jatima tova from Galipan, Venezuela  

To have online services at this time is a true blessing! 

Thank you for a meaningful service SHANA TOVA from La Paz - Bolivia 

Thank you Rabbis and Cantor for a meaningful Yom Kippur service. 

La Paz - Bolivia 
Mexico
México City  
Montreal, Canada)
Munchen 
Port of Spain, Trinidad
Quebec, Canada
Taiwan
Toronto, Canada 
Uruguay 
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OUR STaff IS HeRe TO SeRve YOU

Congregation B'nai Tzedek
10621 South Glen Road
Potomac, MD 20854
www.bnaitzedek.org
info@bnaitzedek.org

B’nai Tzedek is affiliated with the 
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism

Administrative Office – 
301/299-0225 
fax: 301/299-1365

Rabbi Stuart Weinblatt, Senior Rabbi
potomacrebbe@bnaitzedek.org

Rabbi Neil Tow, Associate Rabbi
ntow@bnaitzedek.org

Cantor Marshall Kapell
cantorkapell@bnaitzedek.org

Scott Katz, Executive Director
skatz@bnaitzedek.org

Heather Glick,    
Director of Programming & Engagement

 hglick@bnaitzedek.org

Talia Garber, Shlicha (Israeli emissary)
 tgarber@bnaitzedek.org  

Carrie Hirshfield, Controller
chirshfield@bnaitzekek.org

Liane Aaron, 
 B'nai Mitzvah Academic Coordinator  

 laaron@bnaitzedek.org

Laurie Greene,    
Executive Assistant to the Clergy

 rassistant@bnaitzedek.org

Rabovsky Religious School 301/299-9751
Ronni Ticker,  Director of Family & Youth Learning

 rticker@bnaitzedek.org

Beth Knobler, Administrative Coordinator 
 bknobler@bnaitzedek.org

Elizabeth Weiss, Remote Learning Coordinator
   eweiss@bnaitzedek.org

Greenzaid Early Childhood Center 301/299-1149
Jane Greenblatt, Director

GECCDirector@bnaitzedek.org

Marisa Marcus, 
 GECCoffice@bnaitzedek.org  

Caryn Silverman, President
 president@bnaitzedek.org

JSSA Liaison 
Roberta Drucker

 rdrucker@jssa.org, 301-610-8369

Thank you
For choosing

Congregation B’nai Tzedek

• Best Preschool - Greenzaid Early Childhood Center

• Best Hebrew School - Rabovsky Religious School

• Best Family Friendly Shabbat Service
• Best Special Needs Shabbat Service
• Best Kiddush
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RABBINIC REFLECTIONS

WHaT We Have LeaRNeD fROm COvID19
Rabbi Stuart Weinblatt

We had no idea what to expect as we 
prepared for a High Holiday unlike 
any we have ever experienced. After 
much consideration and deliberation, 
taking into account the guidelines 
of our health care professionals and 
government regulations, the Board 
decided to livestream our services 
from the Berman Sanctuary, with 
parts pre-recorded. 
 
The next question we had to decide 

was whether we should offer them password protected 
for members only, or make it available for anyone to see. 
There were pro’s and con’s to either approach. The decision 
to make it accessible to the general public was the right 
one, as viewership continued to grow with the progression 
of the services. People joined us from around the country 
and around the world, including Thailand and Africa! By the 
time of the Ne’ilah closing Yom Kippur service, we had 20– 
30,000 people viewing our service, as 11,000 devices tuned 
in. Needless to say, this is considerably more than what we 
usually have at our Ne’ilah service. 

While the cantor worked on adapting music to the medium, 
I had to decide how to approach the sermon. Rather than 
give three separate sermons as I normally would, I decided 
to divide one sermon and give it in three parts, spread 
out over the two days of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. 
The message of the first one can best be characterized 
as attempting to offer what is called “grief leadership” – 
recognizing and acknowledging what we are feeling and 
going through and how the crisis is affecting us. In the sec-
ond sermon, I shared insights from Jewish sources and our 
experience and history while considering the theological 
perspective and meaning of the pandemic. I concluded 
the series by offering suggestions about where we go from 
here, what lessons we can learn and what we should retain 
from this unprecedented time. 

Jewish resiliency and sustainability is the product of the dance 
between the tension of adapting to the times, while maintain-
ing and retaining our traditions, and the key to our longevity. 

While it is natural to speculate on what aspects of the adjust-
ments and accommodations we had to make will become 
permanent, as I said in the third sermon, “let us not forget 
that what we do is a response, a temporary response, to the 
Coronavirus crisis. We are applying the age old Talmudic 
principle of sha’at ha’dahak, permission granted in a time of 
emergency to suspend certain restrictions and make tem-
porary adjustments and adaptations so that we can reach 
the time when things return to normal and our standards 
can apply again.” 

Hopefully we will gain an appreciation of the crucial role 
played by both the Jewish home and the synagogue as the 

places where we live, express, observe and transmit our 
Judaism, and of the need to strengthen and support both.

Part of the challenge in preparing for the High Holidays is 
that it is a time of community, a time when we look forward 
to seeing each other, and getting caught up with fellow con-
gregants, while at the same time creating an atmosphere 
conducive to the spirituality we look forward to at this time 
of year. In other words – finding a way to be together as a 
community and simultaneously alone in our own private 
quest for meaning, introspection and inspiration. 

To that end, many of our members refrain from or limit their 
use of electronics on the holidays to enhance their ability 
to focus on the themes of the holiday season. As a result, 
holding the services virtually necessitating the use of elec-
tronic devices presented a unique set of challenges. 

We were pleased that so many people responded so posi-
tively to the services, and especially that so many expressed 
that regardless of how much they appreciated the services, 
they nevertheless look forward to being able to be back 
together in person next year. The desire to have in-person 
experiences was validated when over 100 people turned 
out for our annual informal walk after the conclusion of the 
morning service, and prior to the discussion on Yom Kippur. 

If you wish to see any part of the service, including the 
beautiful prayers chanted by Cantor Kapell with members 
of the congregation, the sermons, or any other part of the 
service, just go to YouTube and type in B’nai Tzedek. 

As I said on Yom Kippur, “The first two recorded quarantines 
in history were when the Jews had to stay in their homes until 
midnight prior to their departure from Egypt, and before 
they received the Ten Commandments at Mt. Sinai. Just as 
the ancient Hebrews emerged from their isolation and came 
to receive the Torah at Mt. Sinai, so too will we emerge from 
this arduous isolation as stronger and better people.”

aRe YOU STRUGGLING         
BeCaUSe Of COvID19?

 If you are facing financial difficulties, unemployment or 
other job-related challenges; difficulties at home, spou-
sal abuse, loneliness, health ailments or other challenges 
brought on, caused or aggravated by the Coronavirus, I 
want you to know we are here for you and are here to 
offer help.  Please feel free to call or send me a confiden-
tial email if you would like to speak or if there is any way 
we can offer you help or support during the pandemic. 

Rabbi Weinblatt
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PReSIDeNT’S meSSaGe 
Caryn Silverman |  Bnaitzedekpresident@gmail.com

According to Dictionary.com, the 
word Welcome means “to greet the 
arrival of (a person, guest, etc) with 
pleasure or kindly courtesy.” Collins 
Dictionary explains, when some-
one is welcoming, “they are friendly 
to you…so that you feel happy and 
accepted.”

The B’nai Tzedek membership has always prided itself on 
its welcoming nature. We are welcoming to newcomers 
on Shabbat, we welcome new parents and students upon 
entering our GECC and Rabovsky Religious Schools by pair-
ing them with “buddy” families, and we welcome and treat 
both new and long-time staff members as part of the CBT 
family. I was delighted but not surprised when this year, I was 
so warmly welcomed as the current president of CBT Board 
of Directors. As a synagogue community, we never stop 
making our members and staff feel welcomed, included and 
valued. 

Recently, our clergy, staff and lay leaders worked tirelessly 
in tandem to provide meaningful and joyful connections 
and services for the High Holidays and fall chagim; while 
keeping our eye on our members’ experience. Little did we 
realize that we would be walking in the path we have always 
followed, albeit virtually, as we welcomed so many mem-
bers and non-members and provided a wonderful holiday 
experience for all. Yes, without even thinking about it, we 
continued to be warm, welcoming and inclusive. During this 
pandemic, we have even had new members join the B’nai 
Tzedek family. At time when other synagogues are trying to 
simple maintain membership and pay the bills, we contin-
ued to attract new members. 

We received so many emails from both members, and non-
members, after the High Holidays that lifted our spirits, 
warmed our hearts, and made all the sleepless nights worth 
it, that I thought I would use my first ”president’s column” 
to share some of what we heard. Here are just a few of the 
many comments we received:

Heard over and over again — “I love this congregation, wish I 
lived near it.”

“…despite the obvious and unprecedented challenges, you 
succeeded in providing us with a truly meaningful and mem-
orable spiritual experience.”

“…totally surpassed my vision…beautiful…"

“…the Rabbi was so animated, even behind plexiglass."

“…Cantor used some new melodies, but it’s always beautiful.”

“…well done…these were probably the best High Holiday 
services…ever…”

“…love B’rosh Hashanah and a surprise visit of Natalia…”

“…Rabbi Weinblatt’s sermons never disappoint.”

“…many thanks...from Germany “

…very grateful…hope to visit one day…”

“…love from Israel. Toda and Shana Tova!”

“Great service…” from Texas “

“…lovely singing…”

“Thank you for your words, Rabbi…wonderful and uplifting…”

 “Impressive”

”Thanks for keeping us connected”

"Thank you for doing this – So glad we found it. This is exactly 
the kind of service we were looking for."

This is a small sampling of the compliments and expressions 
of gratitude from within our congregation and the world over. 
I’d like to add my thanks to our lay leaders and staff, led by 
Michael Chernoff, Scott Katz, Heather Glick, Laurie Greene, 
Ronni Ticker, Talia Garber, Helane Goldstein and so many 
more. I’d also like to thank those congregants who sat with our 
producer, Rob Hicks, and helped make services run smoothly, 
and not feel like a production, to that end, thank you Michael 
Podberesky, Bonnie and Artie Berko, and Burt Ammernick.

Most of all, I would like us all to join together to thank our clergy, 
Rabbi Weinblatt, Rabbi Tow and Cantor Kapell for setting the 
pace and adapting to an unconventional time, while keeping 
the CBT member experience at the forefront of our holidays. 

Wishing each and every one of you a year filled with health, 
happiness and spiritual connectively. 

THeaTRe@CBT'S PReSeNTS

CLUe: STaY-aT-HOme veRSION!
Saturday, deCemBer 5 at 7:30pm

Sunday, deCemBer 6 at 2pm

Come watch your fel-
low congregants and 
local actors tell this 
classic story, based on 
the boardgame. Fun for 
all ages.



The Tzedek Scroll |November 2020 | 5  

IN THE
 CBT FAMILY

mazal tov to

Shelly Fischer on the occasion of his 90th 
birthday on Oct 6, 2020

Mark Iwry on being awarded the Harvard 
Kennedy School 2020 Alumni Public Service 
Award for his extraordinary public service on 
behalf of the people of the United States. 

We mourn the paSSing of

Robert Lipsher, husband of Lisa Benjamin 3/9/2020
Moshe Reichbach, father of Micki Niakani 
    and Michael Reichbach 3/30/2020
Beatrice Berkman, grandmother of Michelle 

Cornblatt 4/10/2020
Larry Haberman, father of Barry Haberman 

4/19/2020
Stanley Silverberg, father of Denise Silverberg 

4/19/2020
Burt Reiner, father of Randy Reiner 4/22/2020
Lenore Lassen, mother of Terri Gober 4/22/2020
Esther Rosenberg, grandmother of Laura Hosid 

4/23/2020
Ana Kraft, sister of Moishe Steren 5/16/2020
Bonnie Yorke, mother of Geri Shapiro 5/21/2020
Gladys Meyerowitz, mother of Martin Meyerowitz 

6/15/2020
Dale Azimow Salmanson, mother of Ilissa Wood 

Lipworth 6/20/2020
Beatrice Howard, mother of Dan Steinway 7/9/2020
Paul Edward Buren, father of Mindy Buren        

7/10/2020
Arthur Beck, father of Jill Gould 7/11/2020
Shirley Berman, mother of Paula Lefkowitz 

7/14/2020
Elizabeth Sweed, mother of Karen Rumeld 

7/23/2020
Babette Whitman, mother of Patricia Beder 

8/18/2020
Ellen Casper, mother of Karen Feldstein 8/27/2020
Seena Swibel, grandmother of Matthew Swibel 

9/16/2020
Theodore Leizman, father of Stacey Danoff 

9/27/2020
Ambassador Richard Schifter 10/3/2020

(Please note our last issue of the Scroll was in March)

WelCome neW memBerS
Jeff and Stephanie Holtzman
Rene and Melanie Moreno
Craig and Randi Bernstein
Tim and Rochelle Fink
Wayne Martin
Gary Goldberg
Murry and Lisa Gunty

CaNTOR'S NOTeS
 Cantor Marshall Kapell

The High Holidays are a 
time for our congrega-
tion to come together 
to share in the New 
Year and to spiritually 
prepare ourselves to 
become someone bet-
ter. The goals of this year 
are no different. In some 

ways, Covid-19 has forced us to transform, 
and we are constantly struggling to figure 
that out. Since all of this is unprecedented 
in our lifetimes, we are constantly experi-
menting and discovering as we go. 

The High Holiday season is more than 
the days of Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur. Our talented team of lay lead-
ers and professionals spent numerous 
hours crafting innovative and creative 
experiences as well as a plethora of 
opportunities for engagement. It was 
evident that all of these efforts helped 
to facilitate a collective respite from 
what’s is going on in our world today.

As in previous years, I had the opportu-
nity to prepare some of our post-b’nai 
mitzvah students to help lead the 
Torah service and the honor to sing 
prayers from the High Holiday liturgy 
with extraordinarily talented men and 
women. Though, as you all know, this 
year came with many challenges. 

Honestly, I wasn’t sure how I would be 
able to make this work in our virtual 
world. I basically had to get a degree 
in video production/editing. It was a 
real challenge. With the help of Rob 

Hicks, our video guru for the High Holi-
days and Michael Chernoff, I was able 
to put together our dues/trios for Rosh 
Hashana and Yom Kippur. 

I want to thank everyone who worked so 
enthusiastically with me in preparation for 
the High Holidays and who have inspired 
the congregation with their lovely voices: 
Duets: Melissa Marks, Natalia Derechin, 
Elizabeth Weiss, Olivia Mackey, Ellie 
Arenstein, Kaylee Chernoff, and Michael 
Chernoff.
 
Post B’nai Mitzvah leading RH and YK 
Torah Service: Yoni Eyal, Samantha 
Snow and Dara Tow.

To our lay leaders, thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for working so 
hard to help us continue to make CBT 
as best as possible given these circum-
stances. To the professional staff at 
CBT…I am in awe (pun intended) on 
how much time and effort you’ve put 
into adapting to all of these changes, 
managing changes in your own per-
sonal lives, and still continuing to be 
exceptional in all that you do. I feel 
grateful every day that I am part of this 
extraordinary congregation.

This spirit of our services wouldn’t be 
possible without the help and spiritual 
support of Rabbi Tow and the partner-
ship and friendship of Rabbi Weinblatt.
 
I am very grateful to all who helped 
make this year’s services so special. 
Todah Rabah!

WE WELCOME NEW STAFF TO CBT
Scott Katz, Executive Director

Scott has over 
thirty years of expe-
rience in the Jewish 
Non-Profit world 
spending over 25 
years at JCCs serv-
ing in a multitude of 

positions including COO and Executive 
Director. Scott most recently worked 
at Pearlstone Center just outside of 
Baltimore where he served as COO. 
Scott brings a wealth of experience in 
management, finance, HR, operations 
and programming

Talia Garber, Shlicha
Talia, 29, is from Ra’anana. Her 

parents made aliyah from England. 

She was a military photographer in the 
Home Front Command unit, working for 
the Emergency Television Broadcasting 
Studio, and Galatz (the IDF radio sta-
tion). Talia lived in Jerusalem for five 
years, studying at the Sam Speigel Film 
and Television School, and then moved 
Tel Aviv to work as a video editor. She 
has been involved and worked with the 
Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI) for many 
years, and went to Camp Ramah for 
seven summers as a shlicha and the in-
house videographer. She then worked 
as a member of the training and exami-
nation team for the Summer Shlichim 
Unit at JAFI. Talia is also a professional 
makeup and special effects artist, and 
enjoys singing and dancing, and mak-
ing and watching movies!
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Weekly - Thursdays 9:30 – 10:30 pm
Palace Intrigue of King David with Rabbi Weinblatt
WCome and join us as we study the story of Israel’s greatest 
king, King David.  Upon conclusion of the Book of Samuel, we 
will study the weekly Torah portion.

Weekly - Tuesdays 10:00 – 11:00 am - Starting November 10
From Exodus to the Talmud – Discovering our Past 
Through Texts and Archaeology with Stan Beder
This program will cover ancient Israel and Judaism and will use 
Biblical texts, including the Dead Sea Scrolls, the origins and 
early history of the Midrash, and the emergence of Rabbinic 
Judaism. Classes are interconnected but each class stands 
alone and does not require attendance at any previous classes.

Sunday November 15, 12:30 – 1:30 PM
Meryl Chertoff and Terrence Johnson
Please see back cover.

Thursday November 19 , 8:00 – 9:00 pm
Klezmer Music with Seth Kibel

Klezmer, which literally means “tool 
of song” in Yiddish, is the secular folk 
music of the Jews of Central and East-
ern Europe. In the first decades of the 
1900s, this music flourished not only 
in the Old World but also in the New, 
in the immigrant community of New 
York City, mixing the sounds of the 

European “Fiddler on the Roof” with the sounds of early jazz 
and Tin Pan Alley. Join us to trace the history and evolution 
of this music, from the Old World to the New, up until the 
present day and the modern klezmer revival. Vintage audio 
clips and “live” performances from the instructor will make 
this program as exciting as the music itself.

Sunday December 6, 7:30 – 8:15 pm
How Jews Won the Right to Vote for American Women 
with Ann Lewis
You have probably heard a lot about women winning the vote 
this year - the 100th anniver-
sary of the 19th amendment to 
the Constitution – but did you 
know the important role played 
by American Jews? CBT mem-
ber Ann F. Lewis, has studied 
the suffrage movement for years and will discuss why the Jew-
ish community was so important to the effort and teach us 
about some of the women and men who were leaders in the 
fight. Ann Lewis’ collection of suffrage material has been on 
display at the National Gallery of Art; the Library of Congress, 
the Constitution Center, the Library of Virginia and more.

aDULT eDUCaTION
These programs are made possible by the Amor Lane Adult Education Fund

Thursday November 19 – 7:30 pm 
Potomac Area Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
A livestream, pre-recorded service program with local reli-
gious communities.  This year’s theme is health & holiness.  It 
will also include volunteer members from the communities 
who want to take part in a virtual choir – to join the choir or 
get more information about this event, please contact Rabbi 
Tow at ntow@bnaitzedek.org. 

Sunday December 6, 3:00 pm
JFGH Virtual Holiday Dance
Every year the Inclusion Committee hosts a Chanukah cel-
ebration for the residents and staff of the Jewish Foundation 
for Group Homes.  This year it will be a virtual party with a DJ 
and game party for an hour. As a special Chanukah treat we 
have arranged delivery of Chanukah cookies from Sunflower 
bakery be sent to each home!

Monday December 7, 8:00 pm
Transforming Hate with speaker Daryl Davis

Sunday December 20, 12:30 pm
Zionism: A Personal Journey

TRAVEL WITH THE BOOMERS
In 2020, Boomers took an average 4-5 leisure trips per 
year and were responsible for 80% of all spending on 
luxury travel. Missing the thrill of discovery, the novelty 
of exploration, the tastes, smells and sounds of foreign 
places?

Get ready to travel again – without your passport.  Per-
haps a tour of Jewish Copenhagen or a master class to 
make Tiramisu with a dessert chef in Italy – we’re look-
ing at all the best virtual opportunities to put together a 
once-a-month trip to someplace new! Finish 2020 with 
a trip to Amsterdam in November and a soon-to-be 
decided trip on December 13.  

Sunday November 22, 9:30 – 10:30 am 
Amsterdam
We’ll learn about the rich history of the Netherlands, explore 
the city of Amsterdam, visit museums, the Anne Frank 
House, and more on this virtual tour.  Our guide Ian has 
given tours 
in  Brazil, Bel-
gium, Ireland 
and the Neth-
erlands and 
loves to share 
the wonderful city of Amsterdam with visitors.

Sunday December 13, 9:30 – 10:30 am 
We’ll continue our international travels – watch the 
website and newsletter for up to date information.

The Amor Lane Fund for Adult Education was established by 
Bruce and Leslie Lane and Anita Lane in memory of Bruce’s 
father and Anita’s husband, Amor, (z”l) to support programs, 
classes and events that create life-long learning opportunities for 
adults.  More information about this fund and other named funds 
will be highlighted in an upcoming Campaign Highlights booklet.
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SISTeRHOOD
Arlene Karpas | arlenekarpas@verizon.net & 

Rachel Berenzweig | berenzweig5@verizon.net, Co-Presidents

November 9, 7:30 pm 
The Sisterhood Film 
Fest will discuss the 
new movie, The Glorias, 
which is currently being 
streamed on Amazon 
Prime. The all-star cast 
includes Julianne Moore, 
Alicia Vikander, Janelle 
Monae and Bette Midler. 

Please RSVP to Melissa Polott at Polott57@gmail.com if you 
are able to attend. 

November 15, 10:00 – 11:30 am
When Home Isn’t Safe
Join JCADA Executive Director, Amanda Katz, along with Lee 
Ann Anderson, a domestic violence survivor and advocate, 
who will give us insight into the ongoing crisis of domes-
tic violence and elder abuse cases. Sisterhood member and 
JCADA board member Joyce Schneider will also take part in 
the program. Learn what is happening in our community, how 
JCADA and other agencies are working during these times of 
lockdown, and what you can do to help someone in trouble.
Please RSVP to Sherri Farrell at 5farrellsmd@gmail.com.

November 23, 7:30 – 9:00 pm
Book Club
We’ll discuss As Bright As Heaven by Susan Meissner. For more 
information, contact Karen Capon at farklempt2@aol.com.

December 3
Virtual Appreciation Reception to Honor our Torah Fund 
Contributors
For questions, please contact: Barbara Guterman at (301) 
537-8681 or bguterman@comcast.net
Randi Meyrowitz at (301) 704-6714 or rkm857@yahoo.com

Tuesday December 29, 7:30 – 9:00
Book Club
We’ll discuss The Universe Has Your Back by Gabrielle Ber-
nstein. For more information, contact Karen Capon at 
farklempt2@aol.com.

ON-GOING
Wednesdays at 7:30 pm
Canasta:
Our friendly group is always looking for new faces (or voices 
during this time!) If you are interested in joining us, please 
reach out to either Sherri Farrell (5farrellsmd@gmail.com) 
or Melissa Polott (polott57@gmail.com) and they will be in 
touch with you regarding the details.

THe SHLICHa’S CORNeR
The month of November is mean-
ingful for different reasons, it is 
significant for different people in 
different ways; For some it is when 
they celebrate Thanksgiving and 
think of all the things they are 
thankful for, for me and for other 
Israelis, it is the month when we 
mourn and remember the loss of 
Yitzhak Rabin, the former Prime 
Minister of Israel. 

I was quite young when the assassination happened, but I 
remember the whole country being in mourning, I remember 
thinking it seems like everyone was grieving for the Prime Min-
ister as if they had lost a friend or a family member. Those are 
the moments that really show the strength of a community, and 
it seems that Israelis where coming together in this time of pain.

There is a song that comes to mind for me every year on 
this day, it is “הו רב חובל”/“Oh Rav-Chovel” (a mourning song 
I used to sing almost every year at the municipal טקס/tekes/
memorial ceremony). After doing some research, I found out 
that this song is a translation of a song that was originally in 
English (and was actually a poem). It is based on Oh Captain, 
My Captain, written by Walt Whitman after the assassination 
of Abraham Lincoln. After Rabin was assassinated, Naomi 
Shemer translated the song and Meital Trabelsi set it to music 
and sang it for the first time on the first anniversary of the 
assassination. I was so shocked that all these years singing this 
song (and even inviting Meital Trabelsi to attend one of our 
ceremonies), I never knew its connection to American history. 
So now, being here in America on this day, it feels even more 
meaningful to me- it is a representation of the connection 
America and Israel have, of the shared history we have. 

As part of my work here, to bring our communities together, 
I feel it is very fitting to remember our past; the things that 
make us who we are as a community, and those that unites us. 
It is incredible and so sad that we even have to sing this song, 
I wish we could share happier memories and moments in his-
tory, but even the grief and sorrow will teach us for the future. 
Hopefully we can rise from these things stronger and more 
united and hopefully hate will not lead the way in the future.

I hope that this November is a month of peace and happi-
ness, I hope that we can bond over things that are good and 
uplifting, not sad and mournful. I hope that we can sit (hope-
fully all together again soon) at Thanksgiving tables and be 
thankful for one another, for our shared history and espe-
cially our shared future. I know I am thankful for being here, 
at CBT, and I am thankful for being able to play a role (how-
ever big or small) in bringing our countries and communities 
together and building a strong bond between them. 

Until next time (Ad Ha’Paam Ha’Ba’a) עד הפעם הבאה.

Talia Garber
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THE BERNICE & MANNIE RABOVSKY RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

ONe KeHILaH (COmmUNITY)/TWO CamPUSeS
Ronni D. Ticker, Director of Family and Youth Learning

We opened school on September 13th with options! Students learn at our In Person Outdoor campus or 
Remote via Zoom. As one parent shared, “I actually think the mix of in person and at home has been great 
and the kids have enjoyed being home together for tefillah the last two weeks.” We are all thrilled to be 
back learning, praying, and playing together.

Yay! BMRRS was voted Best Hebrew School for Greater Washington. It takes a village! Thanks to all for your 
collaboration and partnership

IN PERSON OUTDOOR CAMPUS

4th Grade Hebrew ClassRosh Chodesh Girls Gathering

Confirmation Class in the Sukkah

OUR REMOTE CAMPUS

Rosh Hashanah Art

Simchat Torah Creation Masks

Edible Sukkah

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DATES TO NOTE
Shabbat Dates

L’Dor VaDor Intergenerational Musical Shabbat Service 
with students leading the Kabbalat Shabbat prayers 
Dates: Friday nights @6:30, Nov. 13 and Dec. 11
Shabbat service link

Holiday Dates
Religious School and CBT Youth Chanukah Parties
Join us for festive Chanukah celebrations with singing, 
storytelling, and so much more! 
Dates: Tuesday nights, Dec. 16 & 17
Check out Yedion and Egeret for links

SPECIAL SHABBAT PROGRAMS
 SPONSORED BY

THE LANE FAMILY FUND FOR 
SHABBAT CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING

DATE PROGRAM AGE(S)

Saturday, November 7, 10 – 10:45am Tot Shabbat 0-5

Friday, November 13, 6:30pm L’dor Vador Service Students & 
Families

Saturday, November 21, 10 – 11:30am Bnai Mitzvah Minyan 6th grade

Saturday, December 5, 10-10:45am Tot Shabbat 0-5

Friday, December 11, 6:30pm L’dor Vador Service Students & 
Families

Saturday, December 19, 10 – 11am Mini Minyan 3rd – 5th grade
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THE GREENZAID EARLY 
CHILDHOOD CENTER

exCITeD TO Be BaCK
Jane Greenblatt, GECC Director

The Greenzaid Early Childhood 
Center was just voted 2020 Best 
Preschool by Washington Jewish 
Week!

The GECC has been humming with 
the sound of children learning, 
laughing and love being at school! 

We are so excited to be back at school and proud of our 
wonderful families and amazing staff for following our 
new protocols and helping to keep our school safe and 
doors open. We have ushered in the new year with sounds 
of the shofar, classroom sukkot, nature hikes and visits to 
our creek.  We’ve reunited with our old friends and met so 
many new ones as well! It’s a great start to a new year.
 
Here are just some of the events upcoming in November 
and December: 
Sing, dance and celebrate Shabbat with our 
Zoom Tot Shabbat led by Rabbi Tow. 
November 7, 10:00 am
 
Special Chanukah-themed Shabbat - December 5, 
at 10:00 am
 
Parent Committee led My Gym Play Dates - November 7

And don’t forget to join us for 
Shabbat Sing with Cantor Kapell
Every Friday, 10 am
On Facebook Live https://www.facebook.com/CBTPotomac
 
Bedtime Stories with Rabbi Tow
Every Thursday at 7 pm
On Facebook Live https://www.facebook.com/CBTPotomac

Naomi Maxine Wollman will become 
a bat mitzvah on Shabbat, November 7. 
She is the daughter of Bruce Wollman 
and Orit Sasson and the step-daughter 
of Ainsley MacLean. Naomi is the sister of 
Natalie Wollman (9), and the step-sister of 
Ramona Helman (9) and Ramsey Helman 
(9). Naomi is a 7th grader at Hoover Mid-
dle School where her favorite subjects 

are Mandarin, Math, PE,  and Science.  She also enjoys field 
hockey, acting, jazz and ballet dance, and theatre. For her 
tzedekah project Naomi is donating to Hayim, which is a chil-
dren’s cancer program in Israel. Naomi is the granddaughter 
of Ilana Sasson, Shlomo Sasson (z”l),  Arthur Wollman (z”l), 
Maxine Wollman (z”l). Rosalind and David MacLean (Ains-
ley’s parents), Naomi’s aunts, uncles, cousins and friends of 
the family will all be joining in from around the world on this 
special day.

Alec Donath will become a bar mitzvah 
on Shabbat, November 14. He is the son 
of Glen Donath and Laura Zuckerman 
and the brother of Evan (11). Alec is a 7th 
grader at Georgetown Day School where 
his favorite subjects are science and his-
tory. He also enjoys reading and piano. For 
his tzedekah project, Alec is supporting 
Save A Child’s Heart. Alec is the grandson 

of Eric and Mariel Donath and Roger and Irene Zuckerman. 
Grandparents, Uncles, Aunts and Cousins will be attending 
his bar mitzvah from New York.

Jonathan Alexander Gordon will 
become a bar mitzvah on Shabbat, 
November 21. He is the son of Larry and 
Laura Gordon. Jonathan is a 7th grader 
at Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School 
where his favorite subjects are S.T.E.A.M 
(science, technology, engineering, art, 
math), history, ancient civilizations, 
politics and debate. He also enjoys fenc-

ing and piano. For his tzedekah project, Jonathan is raising 
money for Magen David Adom as well as tutoring students in 
Hebrew language. Jonathan is the grandson of Marilyn Gor-
don (z”l) and Joseph and Phyllis Saltzman (z”l). Guests will 
be attending from California, Oregon, New York, New Jersey, 
Illinois and Israel. 

Ryan Parker Attman will become a bar 
mitzvah on Shabbat, November 28. He is 
the son of Donna and Scott Attman and 
the brother of Sydney (10) and Samuel (7). 
Ryan is a 7th grader at Herbert Hoover 
Middle School where his favorite subjects 
are history and English. He also enjoys 
playing basketball, skiing, and wrestling. 
For his tzedekah project Ryan will be mak-

ing a donation to the Associated Federations Covid Relief 
Fund. Ryan is the grandson of Sharon and Bob Fields and 
Stephanie and Ron Attman.

B'NaI mITzvaH @ CBT
Sydney Janna Stern will become a bat 
mitzvah on Shabbat, December 12.  She is 
the daughter of Rena and Barry Stern. 
Sydney is the sister of Adin Max (11). Sydney 
is a 7th grader at Cabin John Middle School 
where her favorite subjects are History 
(Ancient), Writing, Science and Politics. She 
also enjoys soccer and fitness training. For 
her tzedekah project Sydney is donating 

to and supporting a homeless shelter. Sydney is the grand-
daughter of Dr. Norman and Evelyn Levy, Mr. Boris Shedrin, 
Dr. Stephen and Linda Stern. Guests will be attending from 
Florida and Connecticut.
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2020   •   14 CHESHVAN 5781

 9:30   Support Group for Parents with Children with Disabilities
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2020   •   15 CHESHVAN 5781

7:00P  Minyan
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2020   •   16 CHESHVAN 5781

7:00P  Minyan
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2020   •   17 CHESHVAN 5781

8:00A Minyan
1:00P JSSA Support Groups
7:00P Minyan
7:30P SH Virtual Canasta

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2020   •   18 CHESHVAN 5781

9:30A Torah Study with Rabbi Weinblatt
7:00P Bedtime stories, songs and Shema
7:00P Minyan

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2020   •   19 CHESHVAN 5781

10:00A   Shabbat Sing
4:44P     Candle Lighting
6:30P     Shabbat Evening Service

SHABBAT, NOVEMBER 7, 2020   •   20 CHESHVAN 5781

Parshat Vayera
10:00A  Tot Shabbat
10:00A  Shabbat Service

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2020   •   21 CHESHVAN 5781

8:00P   Exodus as Myth and Motivator in American Black/Jewish Relations
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2020   •   22 CHESHVAN 5781

7:00P Minyan
7:30P Sisterhood Movie Night

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2020   •   23 CHESHVAN 5781

10:00A  From Exodus to the Talmud – Discovering our Past Through Texts and  
                Archaeology
7:00P    Minyan

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2020   •   24 CHESHVAN 5781

ALL DAY Veterans Day
8:00A Minyan
1:00P Cancer Support Group
7:00P Minyan
7:30P SH Virtual Canasta

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2020   •   25 CHESHVAN 5781

9:30A Torah Study with Rabbi Weinblatt
7:00P Bedtime stories, songs and Shema
7:00P Minyan

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2020   •   26 CHESHVAN 5781

10:00A  Shabbat Sing
4:38P Candle Lighting
6:30P L'Dor VaDor Service

SHABBAT, NOVEMBER 14, 2020   •   27 CHESHVAN 5781

Shabbat Mevarchim Parshat Chayei Sara
10:00A  Shabbat Service

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2020  •  28 CHESHVAN 5781

10:00A  Sisterhood Program JCADA
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2020   •   29 CHESHVAN 5781

7:00P  Minyan

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2020   •   1 KISLEV 57811

Rosh Chodesh Kislev
10:00A  From Exodus to the Talmud – Discovering our Past Through Texts and  
                Archaeology
7:00P     Minyan

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2020   •   2 KISLEV 5781

8:00A Minyan
1:00P JSSA Support Groups
7:00P Minyan
7:30P SH Virtual Canasta

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2020   •   3 KISLEV 5781

9:30A Torah Study with Rabbi Weinblatt
7:00P Bedtime stories, songs and Shema
7:00P Minyan
8:00P Klezmer Music with Seth Kibel

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2020   •   4 KISLEV 5781

10:00A Shabbat Sing
4:33P Candle Lighting
6:30P Shabbat Evening Service

SHABBAT, NOVEMBER 21, 2020   •   5 KISLEV 5781

Parshat Toldot
10:00A  Shabbat Service
10:00A  B'nai Mitzvah Minyan for 6th Graders

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2020   •   6 KISLEV 5781

9:30A Travel to Amsterdam with the Boomers
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2020   •   7 KISLEV 5781

8:00A Minyan
7:00P Minyan
7:30P Sisterhood Book Club

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2020   •   8 KISLEV 5781

10:00A   From Exodus to the Talmud – Discovering our Past Through Texts and  
                 Archaeology
7:00P    Minyan

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2020   •   9 KISLEV 5781

8:00A Minyan
1:00P Cancer Support Group
7:00P Minyan

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2020   •   10 KISLEV 5781

ALL DAY Thanksgiving Day
7:00P Minyan

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2020   •   11 KISLEV 5781

10:00A Shabbat Sing
4:30P  Candle Lighting
6:30P  Shabbat Evening Service

SHABBAT, NOVEMBER 28, 2020   •   12 KISLEV 5781

Parshat Vayetzei
10:00A  Shabbat Service
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2020   •   13 KISLEV 5781

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2020   •   14 KISLEV 5781

7:00P Minyan

CBT NOvemBeR PLaNNeR

SAVE THESE DATES IN DECEMBER:
12/5   7:30P   Theatre @CBT Presents Clue: Stay-at-Home Version!
12/6  2:00P   Theatre @CBT Presents Clue: Stay-at-Home Version!
        3:00P   JFGH Chanukah Dance and Party
           7:30P   How Jews Won the Right to Vote for American Women with Ann Lewis
12/7 8:00P Transforming Hate with speaker Daryl Davis
12/13  5:00P  Nes Gadol at CBT
12/20  12:30P  Zionism: A Personal Journey
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DONaTIONS - JULY 1 – OCTOBeR 13
CaNTOR’S mUSIC fUND
Debra Taylor in memory of Alice Taylor
Jay Dorman in honor of Cantor Kapell’s continued 

leadership and inspiration
Carol Preston in honor of Alene Fisher and the Caring 

Committee
Michal Niakani in appreciation of your kindness and 

support during my father’s shiva 

eTeRNaL LIGHT fUND
Bart and Pat Tessler for the yahrzeit of Sidney Tessler
Norman Ressin for the yahrzeit of Kate Ressin
Norman Ressin for the yahrzeit of Libby and Irv Jaffe
Robert and Carol Burman for the yahrzeit of Nathan 

and Rose Burman
Mark Gloger in memory of Zlata Gloger
Dena Hirsh for the yahrzeit of Litman Litow
Martin Sachs for the yahrzeit of Alice Sachs
Carol and Gary Berman in memory of Elizabeth Sweed
Michael Weber for the yahrzeit of Marion Weber
Paul Hamburger for the yahrzeit of Jerome Frumkin
Paul Hamburger for the yahrzeit of Joel Hamburger
Neil, Lucy, Brandon and Jared Shapiro in honor of the 

yahrzeit of Norma Shapiro
Dick Israel in honor of the yahrzeit of Celia Israel and 

Sidney Israel
Robert Hirsh in honor of the yahrzeit of Mercedes 

Friedman
Randy and Orna Reiner in memory of Paul Buren
Beth Inger in honor of yahrzeit of Abraham Ingber
Sharla and Frank Neuberger

HIDDUR fUND
Emily Stashower and Matthew Bogin in memory of 

Beatrice Howard

mITzvaH fUND 
Carol Preston for the yahrzeit of Paul Buren

NaT & eTHeL POPICK YOUTH &        
eDUCaTION fUND
Stanley and Patricia Beder for the yahrzeit of Estelle 

Beder

PRaYeR BOOK & RITUaL fUND
Stanley and Patricia Beder for the yahrzeit of Estelle 

Beder
Marj and Dan Druckman for the yahrzeit of daughter 

Kathy Druckman Berggren and 
    Marj’s father Norbert Kahn.  

RaBBI WeINBLaTT’S DISCReTIONaRY 
fUND
Stacy Samet in memory of Sheldon Wilkes
Jan Strompf for the yahrzeit of Irving Strompf
Harvey and Karen Rumeld in appreciation for the 

graveside service for Elizabeth Sweed
Avi Benaim in memory of Michelle Benaim
Joshua Ingber and Christine Stearn in appreciation of 

conversion of their son, Charlie
Lori Greenberg Tolchin
Benjamin E. Berman
Julia Rothenberg
Bob and Holly Bloom in memory of Sid and Shirley 

Rogut, Dan and Ruth Bloom
Stephen and Laurie Mackey in memory of Babette 

Whitman
Michal Niakani in appreciation of your kindness and 

support during my father’s shiva

BaRBaRa SCHIfTeR memORIaL fUND 
fOR SPeCIaL NeeDS
Alan Blank
Judy Cooper Erdheim and Ric Erdheim
Phyllis Cohen and Lewis Linn

CaRING COmmUNITY fUND
Ric and Judy Erdheim in memory of Mitchell Cooper

COvID-19 fUND
Holly and Rick Gelford in honor of the beautiful High 

Holiday services
The Chevat Family in memory of Ellen Casper, mother 

of Karen Feldstein 
Vivi and Art Rosen, in honor and in memory of 

Babette Whitman

fINaNCIaL aSSISTaNCe
Jo Brecher and Michael Peck and Family in memory of 

Silvia Brecher
Matt and Renee Young

GReeNzaID eaRLY CHILDHOOD CeNTeR
Jo Brecher and Michael Peck and Family in memory of 

Silvia Brecher
Doug and Karen Monsein in honor of Betty and Sam 

Sandler and birth of granddaughters, Zara and Liat
Beth and Rob Grimes in memory of Theodore Leizman

HIGH HOLIDaYS  
Roslyn and Allan Kushner
Olivia Easley
Dan Kellmer
Sandy Siman
Gail Moskowitz
Al and Diane Steren
Dick Israel
Denise Silverberg
Laurie and Eric Wenger
Doug and Carol Sherman
Sandra Youth
Mitchell Kurtzer

mITzvaH fUND 
Susan and Larry Davis in memory of Theodore 

Leizman
Judy and Ric Erdheim in honor of Joanne Leibowitz’s 

birthday
Melissa and Andy Polott in memory of Babette 

Whitman 
Millie Silverman, in memory of friend, Mel Krupin
Betty Sandler, in memory of friend, Mel Krupin
Barbara Rosenblum in honor of Luis Gardia’s birthday
 

RaBBI TOW’S DISCReTIONaRY fUND
Michal Niakani in appreciation of your kindness and 

support during my father’s Shiva

ReLIGIOUS SCHOOL fUND
Suzanne and Michael Podberesky in memory of Seena 

Swibel
Joan and Abe Brauner in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 

Eden Katz

SOCIaL aCTION fUND
Sharon Seidel Moss and Steve Moss for Alan Karpas

OUR JANUARY/FEBRUARY 
2021 ISSUE OF 

THE CBT SCROLL 
WILL LIST THIS YEAR’S 

DONORS TO THE RABBI’S 
CIRCLE AND SUPPORTER’S 

FUND CAMPAIGNS.

 IF YOU HAVEN’T YET MADE 
YOUR END-OF THE-YEAR, 
TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONA-
TIONS TO SUPPORT B’NAI 
TZEDEK, YOU CAN DO SO 

ON OUR WEBSITE.
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exODUS aS mYTH aND mOTIvaTOR IN ameRICaN 
BLaCK/JeWISH ReLaTIONS

SUNDaY NOvemBeR 8, 8:00 Pm

American Jewish culture in the 20th century was predicated upon a 
deep affinity and commonality of interests and aspirations between 
the African-American and Jewish communities. American Jews point 
with pride to Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel and other rabbis and Jews 
who, inspired by the Jewishly informed commitment to equal rights, the 
alleviation of poverty and social justice played prominent roles in the 
civil rights movement. Black leaders in turn have often been the first to 
defend Jews against anti-Semitism. But events in the last twenty years, 
and a change of consciousness in a younger generation of Black Ameri-
cans requires us to ask how can we renew our commitment to a cherished 
alliance based on an updated view of history and cultural norms?

 
About the speakers:

Terrence L. Johnson is an Associate Professor of Religion and Politics 
in the Department of Government and a Senior Research Fellow at 
the Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and World Affairs at George-
town University..

Meryl Chertoff is the Executive Director of SALPAL 
(Project on State and Local Government Policy and 
Law) and an adjunct professor of law at George-
town Law.

UPCOmING IN PeRSON 
OUTDOOR eveNT 

aT CBT

NES GADOL AT CBT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13

5:00 – 6:00 PM
Celebrate Chanukah at CBT.  
We’ll light the menorah, have a 
Chanukah sing-along, learn about 
Chanukah traditions in Israel and 
enjoy sufganiyot.  

Outdoor events require pre-regis-
tration.  Visit www.bnaitzedek.org 
to sign up today!


