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Happy Passover!
  חג פסח שמח

PASSOVER 2021/5781
BEGINS THE EVENING OF SATURDAY, MARCH 27
AND ENDS THE EVENING  OF SUNDAY, APRIL 4

SEE PAGE 2 FOR ALL OF OUR PASSOVER PROGRAMS

PASSOVER SERVICES

SUNDAY MORNING, MARCH 28, 10AM
SATURDAY, APRIL 3, 10 AM  CONCLUDING 

PASSOVER SERVICE WITH YIZKOR

COMEDY NIGHT RE-IMAGINED - PAGE 5

UPCOMING ISRAEL PROGRAMS - PAGE 7

PEARLSTONE FRESH FOOD PICK-UP - PAGE 9
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Carrie Hirshfield, Controller
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 B'nai Mitzvah Academic Coordinator  

laaron@bnaitzedek.org

Laurie Greene,    
Executive Assistant to the Clergy

rassistant@bnaitzedek.org

Rabovsky Religious School 301/299-9751
Ronni Ticker,  Director of Family & Youth Learning

rticker@bnaitzedek.org

Beth Knobler, Administrative Coordinator 
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Liz Weiss, Remote Learning Coordinator
lweiss@bnaitzedek.org

Greenzaid Early Childhood Center 301/299-1149
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PaSSOveR at CBt
Passover Meals

This year Passover begins on Saturday night, March 27 and after 
all the prep you might want to enjoy a kosher for Passover 

Shabbat dinner made by someone else! Michael Medina 
and Kosher Kitchen Caterers will deliver Shabbat din-
ner to CBT on Thursday, March 25.

You can also order pesachdik food for delivery to CBT on 
Tuesday, March 30. Information and how to order will be 

available in the Egeret.

Chametz Sale 5781 
Sell your chametz  with Rabbi Tow - see more information and form on page 15.

Thursday, March 11 – 7:30 pm
How to Make a Virtual Passover - Seder Ready, Set, Go Pesach! 
With Rabbi Weinblatt
How to prepare your home, yourself, and your family for Pesach. We’ll take it one step 
at a time in this workshop so that you don’t feel overwhelmed by Passover prepara-
tions. Whether you are hosting an in-person seder, using Zoom or a taking a hybrid 
approach, this workshop will give you creative ideas for making your seder meaningful.

Sunday, March 14 - 10:15 – 11:15 am
Parent/Child Program for grades 3 – 6 
with Susan Wodiska Kusel, the author of The Passover Guest Book.

Wednesday, March 17- 8:30 pm
Songs to sing at your seder - with Cantor Marshall Kapell and Talia Garber
Learn songs to sing with your family at your seder.

Thursday, March 18 – 7:00 pm
Special Bedtime stories, songs and Shema - 
Stories of Elijah with Rabbi Tow
Join Rabbi Tow for stories and songs about Elijah, Eliyahu Hanavi, a faithful spiritual 
friend of the Jewish people in every generation. 

Thursday, March 25 - 
8:00 am Siyyum Bichurim - Fast of the First Born
Special Zoom service

7:30 pm Bedikat chametz with Rabbi Tow 
Grab a feather and wooden spoon (available at CBT) and join Rabbi Tow on a search 
for chametz! Remember to look carefully – all chametz must be found and burned 
before Pesach. 

Sunday, March 28 – 6:00 pm 
CBT’s Second Night Virtual Seder
 with Rabbi Tow
Families, empty-nesters, seniors…
all are welcome round our vir-
tual seder table! Join Rabbi Tow 
for a seder with fun music and 
other experiences to make this 
a meaningful seder.

We’ll follow the seder through 
the eating of matzah and maror 
before logging off to enjoy a fes-
tive meal, after dinner prayers and 
songs on our own.

Out of town family members are wel-
come to join!
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RABBINIC REFLECTIONS

Yom PandemiC – HOw tO maRk tHe anniveRSaRY Of tHe PandemiC
Rabbi Stuart Weinblatt

When you receive this newsletter and 
read this article, we will have reached 
the one year anniversary of the pan-
demic, the pandemic which turned our 
world upside down and halted all that 
was familiar about our lives and routines.

At our Shabbat dinner table, my children 
began musing on how to mark the anni-
versary of the pandemic, just as we mark 
other experiences in our national psyche, 
such as the exodus from Egypt, the giv-

ing of the Torah and so on. They wondered how we as Jews 
would mark the event and what rituals we would introduce. They 
wondered how we as Jews would mark the event and what ritu-
als we would introduce. Just as we mark other experiences in our 
national psyche, such as the exodus from Egypt, the giving of the 
Torah and so on. We had a good bit of fun imagining what this 
holiday would look like. We obviously would all don masks on 
the holiday. We would wash our hands multiple times during the 
holiday (like the rahtzah portion of the Passover seder), only we 
would use soap. If you ate out at a restaurant during the holiday, 
you would only eat outside. We would have to isolate and quar-
antine with a small bubble of close relatives – in fact, a custom 
but not halacha, which could be followed by some, but not all 
would be to have children move in with their parents. 

It would need to be total, absolute and instantaneous, for 
the piece de resistance is that it would come suddenly, on a 
random date, without any advance warning. 

While we will never forget the impact this terrible disease 
has had on our lives, I doubt that a holiday will be invented 
to commemorate it.

But the deeper, underlying truth of the fun my kids and I 
had inventing a fictitious holiday is predicated upon the fact 
that we Jews preserve memory by enshrining it in rituals and 
sacred days. We have holidays that celebrate triumph and 
victory over insurmountable odds and attempts to destroy 
us, such as Chanukah and Purim. We also mark days on our 
calendar that are more somber when we pause to reflect 
upon the loss of our independence, autonomy and sover-
eignty such as Tisha B’Av, which mourns the destruction of 
the Temple. There are occasions for introspection on the 
meaning of life itself and the kind of people we wish to be, 
such as Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, a period of judgment. 

And there is Shabbat — the weekly reminder to pause from 
our regular routines, when we seek not to create or com-
pete or deal with money, but to just be, to appreciate what 
has been created in the preceding week by us and by God. 
We refrain from work, step away from our computers and 
screens to devote time for family, for worship, for rest and are 
given the opportunity to introduce spirituality into our lives. 

We may question why WE need ancient customs and why 
bother to practice these rites which may seem meaningless. 
But in truth, they are powerful and meaningful. The rituals 
associated with each of our holidays contain the DNA that 
concretizes, and preserves memory. It links us with our his-
tory and reminds us of our purpose. Without ritual acts we 
are left with an ephemeral intangible expression of concepts 
and ideas, which eventually become vacuous and vapid. 

As the Passover holiday will soon be here, I hope that when 
you celebrate it, as well as Shabbat and other holidays, you 
will seek to enhance and add to your ritual observances. By 
doing so, you are doing your part to preserve, perpetuate 
and keep alive our sacred heritage. 

we wiLL Be ReadY fOR YOuR RetuRn
Scott Katz, Executive Director

Since the beginning of COVID 
and the shut-down of in-person 
programming, we have been 
working diligently to prepare for 
your return.  Our goal is to ensure 
a safe and healthy return for our 
congregants and staff.  We have 
made several purchases and 
changes to our procedures. The 
following are just a few items we 

have implemented while you've been away:

• Upgraded our HVAC filters to MERV 13, which helps to 
trap smaller particles, including viruses.

• Installed UV light and ionization filtration in our HVAC systems.

• Installed a temperature check kiosk for everyone entering 
the building.

• Purchased glass barriers for Rabbi’s and Cantor’s podium.

• Purchased plexi-glass barriers for front, GECC and Reli-
gious School offices.

• Enclosed sukkah, purchased tents, and purchased out-
door heaters for Religious School to operate outdoors.

• Instituted procedures requiring signing of liability waiv-
ers, daily health questionnaire, daily temperature check 
for everyone entering the building.

• Installed multiple sanitizer stations.

• Locked every other toilet and covered every other sink in 
all bathrooms to encourage social distancing.

• Purchased ionizing sprayer for increased sanitization coverage.

We are following all state required state guidelines for a safe 
return.  If you have any questions or suggestions, please con-
tact our Executive Director, Scott Katz @ 301-299-0225 x307.

We look forward to seeing you all again, in person, as soon 
as we can. 
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PReSident’S meSSage 
Caryn Silverman |  Bnaitzedekpresident@gmail.com

As I sit by the fireplace in my cozy 
home writing this column, I look ahead 
to the Spring Chagim. I look towards 
Purim, although it will be in our rear-
view mirror by the time you read this 
March/April Scroll edition. 

Purim is a day when good triumphed 
over evil; when being smart and stay-

ing true to ourselves brought a miracle and showed us that 
love and the good in the human spirit can conquer all. “Purim 
is a day when everything is turned around. Turn every bad 
thing in your life into a good thing,” as noted by Holy Sparks. 

We as Jewish people have had many trials and tribulations, 
such as being slaves unto Pharoh (hello Pesach). However, we 
have ALWAYS remained true to ourselves (with a little help at 
times) and come out triumphantly. 

I am grateful to, and awed by, the members of B’nai Tze-
dek. Whether as Jews facing antisemitism or as a nation and 
world facing a pandemic, we rise up, turn darkness into light, 
and come out as survivors and victors.

At this time last year, Marc Gerber (Brotherhood president) 
along with Rabbi Weinblatt, Rabbi Tow, Cantor Kapell, 
Deborah Fox (immediate past president), and the Board of 
Directors, discussed, debated, and ultimately decided to 
hold our annual Purim carnival in person, as planned. We 
made that decision based on the facts we had at the time. 
Many, if not most, other area synagogues chose to cancel 
their carnivals and to totally shut down. We all had the same 
information and all made the best decision we could at that 
time for our congregations. 

CBT heard a resounding chorus of “thank you” from our 
parents whose children were able to have that “one last 
gathering and childhood joy” before the world seemed to 
shut down. I am grateful that we continue to focus on what is 
best for each age group of our membership and our children 
are at the top of that list. 

In the past year since that carnival, Sisterhood and Brother-
hood have moved online. The Greenzaid Early Childhood 
Center, under the direction of Jane Greenblatt, set up in-
person classes and continues to provide for our youngsters 
while mitigating as much risk associated with Covid-19 as 
humanly possible. Ronni Ticker, Rabovsky Religious School 
Director, has implemented a two-campus system for in-
person and remote learning. Bar/Bat Mitzvah families have 
held their simcha on Zoom or in the sanctuary at the fami-
lies’ choosing whenever possible at any given time. Our 
clergy and Liane provide in-person walkthroughs and Zoom 
tutoring. Thanks to our clergy, Scott Katz, and BoD decision, 
we saw a Wednesday morning minyan in the building  and 
regular outdoor Friday night services  and chagim services/
celebrations/programming until it was simply too cold to 
do so. Rabbi Weinblatt’s weekly Torah Study has moved to 
Zoom, to the delight of our older members and snowbirds. 

And, let’s not forget Scott Katz, Heather Glick, Talia Garber, 
Carrie Hirshfield, Laurie Greene, and Amy Steinborn (our 
newest CBT staffer and member). They have held up our 
building, programming, office, etc., and kept us up and run-
ning this entire past year. They have been in the building as 
construction and maintenance began and was completed 
and they never let us see them sweat. 

We are not wearing masks like the ones we wear on Purim 
(although I have been known to use a more youthful photo 
on Zoom!) or fleeing Egypt (thank you for the holiday, 
Pharoh) but we have shown ourselves and the world that we 
stay true to our core values while using the information we 
have at the time. We continue to build community and make 
connections, whether in-person or remotely. Most of all, we 
look out for each other and are one community to enjoy the 
good times, hold each other up in the difficult times, and 
make lemonade out of lemons at all times. 

Many thanks to the Board of Directors for joining the clergy, 
staff, and membership as we continue to provide a warm 
and welcoming community and march to the beat our own 
drum right toward the Spring Chagim. 

I look forward to seeing each and every one of you on Zoom 
and in person soon.

Comedy Night 
CelebratioN re-imagiNed!

We have re-imagined 
our June 6, 2021 Com-
edy Night honoring 
Jay and Robin Ham-
mer and will honor the 

Hammers not once but twice!
Our June 6 event will be a virtual one for 
Patrons and Sponsors that will include special 
surprise guest appearances and tributes from 
family and friends. 
In the spring of 2022, we will hold our Com-
edy Night Fundraiser with comedian and 
actor Kevin Pollak, in person, so we can 
celebrate together. 
If you haven’t yet signed up as a Patron, 
please do, and if you already have, we look 
forward to seeing you both in June and 
next spring.



The Tzedek Scroll | March-April 2021 | 5  

exCiting uPCOming PROgRamS
HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE PROGRAM

CITIZEN 865:  THE HUNT FOR 
HITLER’S HIDDEN SOLDIERS IN AMERICA

APRIL 8 - 8:00 PM
Join Debbie Cenziper, a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning investigative reporter, 
contributing investigative reporter 
to  The Washington Post, and the 
newly named Director of Investigative 
Reporting at Northwestern University, 
as she discusses her new book.
 
The story spans 70 

years, but it is largely a post-Holocaust 
narrative about the prosecutors and his-
torians inside the U.S. Justice Department 
who identified and ultimately prosecuted 
more than a dozen men who served in an 
obscure SS killing force in occupied Poland. 
These so-called Trawniki men helped the 
Third Reich annihilate 1.7 million Jews in 
fewer than 20 months. After the war, the 
men slipped into the United States and lived here for decades 
before they were discovered.

Ms. Cenziper will speak about the recent Nazi deportation 
cases, the terrible rise in hate crimes both here and abroad 
and how the Nazi-hunting unit, after 30 years, has merged 
with a bigger unit inside the Justice Department to hunt war 
criminals from other hotspots around the world, including 
Rwanda and Bosnia. 

Her books can be purchased on Amazon, Barnes and Noble, 
and Hachette websites

international Women’s day 
speCial program

RUTH BADER GINSBURG – NOT JUST 
A JUSTICE, BUT A MENSCH OR WHAT 
I LEARNED ABOUT RBG IN WRITING 

TWO CHILDREN’S BOOKS ABOUT HER
MARCH 8, 8:00 PM

Legal pioneer.  Feminist “waypaver.” Brilliant jurist.                       
And with it all, such a mensch.

Join New York Times Best Selling 
Author Debbie Levy author of I Dis-
sent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg Makes Her 
Mark and Becoming RBG: Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg’s Journey to Justice for an 
evening of stories and insights about 
RBG, the first female Jewish justice of 
the U.S. Supreme Court.

These books can be purchased at Politics and Prose, and 
Greenlight Bookstore, Brooklyn NY

This program is generously underwritten by the 
Amor Lane Adult Education Fund.

WONDER WOMENWONDER WOMEN
OF ISRAELOF ISRAEL

MARCH-JUNE |  ONCE A MONTHMARCH-JUNE |  ONCE A MONTH
Talia & Sisterhood with the Bender & Pozez JCCs Present:

in-PeRSOn SeRviCeS
At our February Board meeting, the Board approved 
taking steps to allow for the gradual resumption of in-
person services in our beautiful facility.  The Shabbat 
morning services in the upcoming months when there 
is a bar or bat mitzvah will all be held in person, but 
limited to attendance of b’nai mitzvah families.  They 
will be live-streamed using the venues we are cur-
rently using. 

On Saturday morning, March 20  Friday night April 
16, and Friday and Saturday May 14 and 15 congre-
gants are invited to attend in person. In keeping with 
county and state regulations and health protocols, 
attendance will be limited. If you would like to attend, 
please email cbtinperson@gmail.com by the preced-
ing Thursday and we will notify you by 5:00 pm that 
day if we are able to accommodate you. These services 
will also be live-streamed for those who will not be 
able to attend.
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This month is the month we com-
memorate two very important days in 
Israel- Yom Ha’Zikaron and Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut (יום העצמאות ויום הזיכרון); 
the national Memorial Day for fallen 
soldiers and terror attack victims and 
then Israel’s Independence Day.

The fact that these two days are marked together is signifi-
cant, even if it feels a little odd to have a memorial day and 
then a big celebration, there is meaning behind it. The rea-
son we have the Memorial Day for fallen soldiers come just 
before we celebrate the independence day of Israel is that 
these are the men and women that gave their lives for the 
state of Israel to exist.

The importance of remembering how they are the reason 
we even have a country, is what helps get you through the 
very drastic transition between the days. I have found myself 
many times so overcome by sadness after watching the 
memorial videos all day (that’s all that is broadcast on televi-
sion, no regular programing is aired) that I can’t even think 
about going out to celebrate and have fun…so I really can’t 
begin to imagine how it must be for families of the fallen.

There is however something very comforting in the knowl-
edge that the whole country is grieving together. It is in 
these times that you really feel the strength and together-
ness that the Israeli people have. The country literally bows 
its head in silence together. This happens twice during Yom 
Ha’Zikaron- once on the eve of the day, when the siren is 
heard all over the country and everyone stops and stands 
in silence, then a second time on the morning of the day 
itself. The siren sounding is a very powerful moment in Israel 
and it only happens one other time throughout the year, on 
the Holocaust Memorial Day in Israel. This moment is prob-
ably a very strange moment for visitors in Israel, as all traffic 
stops, all the people stand still and for 2 minutes a loud siren 
pierces the silence.

That is one of the things I feel will be missing for me this year, 
as it is such a big part of these memorial days, it is such a 
meaningful thing to know that your whole country is doing 
the same thing as you for 2 minutes, standing in silence to 
remember the tragic loss of some of our brothers and sis-
ters. I know this is something that might be a little difficult to 
explain to someone who did not grow up with this ingrained 
in them, but for Israelis these days are some of the most 
important and respected of the year.

I look forward to bringing some of this to CBT when we have 
our special “Taste of Memories” event- this will be a chance for 
us to bring our kehilah together in remembrance on one night. 
This is a very special program that was created by another shli-
cha a few years ago, as she wanted to do something for Yom 
Ha’Zikaron. She decided that the best way for her and the 
community to connect to the soldiers is through cooking the 
recipes they loved so much. She contacted families of soldiers 
and asked if they would be willing to share some favorite 

dishes and stories about the fallen soldier. That is how Taste of 
Memories (מתכון עם זיכרון) was created—a way to remember 
through food and love. For me, doing this with my community 
on April 13,is very meaningful and I’m honored to be com-
memorating the fallen in this way. (See page 7 for details.)

I hope we can make this evening a memorable evening and 
find a new way to connect to Israel and the memory of those 
who protected it. Then, when we celebrate Yom Ha’Atzmaut, 
we can be thankful for having something to celebrate and 
know in our hearts why this is possible. 

Wishing for a future when we won’t have to add anymore 
fallen to our list and only celebrate life and peace, but until 
that time will come, I hope we can bring some meaning to 
these complicated and difficult days.

Until next time... (Ad Ha’Paam Ha’Ba’a...) עד הפעם הבאה

tHe SHLiCHa’S CORneR
Talia Garber 

fROm SCOtLand tO tHe HOLY Land
MARCH 4, 8:00 PM - FOR CBT MEN

MARCH 18, 7:30 - FOR THE GECC DADS

Join Talia, CBT Shlicha, for an evening of 
talking about the history of whiskey, learn-
ing about Israeli whiskey and spirits and of 
course tasting them too!

Your whiskey kit includes 5 samples of different whis-
kies and the “accessories” needed to fully experience 
the flavors of these whiskies. Light snacks are provided 
but please remember to eat well before – drinking on an 
empty stomach is not recommended! 

Pick-up whiskey kits at CBT (contactless pick-up – just 
call from your car) Monday – Thursday 10:00 – 5:00, start-
ing March 1.

The March 4 event is $18.00. The March 18 event, for 
GECC dads, has been generously paid for by the CBT 
Brotherhood for all the GECC Dads a Night “Out”

Zoom link will be provided to registrants.
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YOM HA'SHOAH - "WITNESSES IN UNIFORM" 
THURSDAY, APRIL 8TH

במדים עדים

YOM HA'ZIKARON - "TASTE OF MEMORIES" 
TUESDAY EVENING, APRIL 13TH

ISRAEL PROGRAMS
JOIN TALIA, OUR SHLICHA IN THESE UPCOMING

STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION 
SPECIAL FAMILY ACTIVITIES AND MORE!

 
FEEL FREE TO REACH OUT AT: TGARBER@BNAITZEDEK.ORG

YOM HA'ZIKARON - SIREN 
WEDNESDAY MORNING, APRIL 14TH

TRANSITION FROM YOM HA'ZIKARON TO YOM HA'ATZMAUT
WEDNESDAY EVENING, APRIL 14TH

YOM HA'ATZMAUT - MUSIC OF ISRAEL THROUGH THE AGES 
THURSDAY EVENING, APRIL 15TH
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THE GREENZAID EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

engaged, LeaRning and HaPPY
Jane Greenblatt, GECC Director

The GECC has been humming along, 
our children have been engaged 
in learning and happily socializing 
and making strong bonds with 
friends.  I am so thankful for the full 
cooperation and understanding 
of our families and staff, who have 
been following our protocols mak-

ing it possible for the GECC to be open! I’m also thankful that 
there is a light at the end of the tunnel, and at the time of this 
publication, more than 50% of our staff has been vaccinated 
as part of phase 1B.  We’ve welcomed new families into our 
school community the last few month and classes are at 
guideline capacity. Our 2021-2022 school year and Discovery 
Summer Program is now open, I urge prospective families to 
register as soon as possible, as space is limited. 

One of the wonderful things about our school is our beautiful 
surroundings, especially during Tu Bishvat!  The children cel-
ebrated trees and immersed themselves in our environment!

UPCOMING EVENTS 
March 6 
10:30 am
Lane Family Fund 
Program

Tot Shabbat with Lisa Baydush

March 13 PJ Havdalah with Rabbi Tow (please 
contact the GECC office for a craft kit)

March 18 Dad’s Night ‘Out’ Whiskey Tasting 
with Talia

March 24 Mom's Night ‘Out’ - watch for details

March 25
Bedikat Chametz - Grab your feather 
and spoon and hunt for chametz with 
Rabbi Tow

April 10 
10:30 am
Lane Family Fund 
Program

Tot Shabbat with Lisa Baydush

April 10 Family Pizza Night (please contact the 
GECC office for a pizza making kit)

 I am thrilled that our Parents Committee members have 
enthusiastically embraced the virtual world and are planning 
some great events! In February we had a Mom’s Night ‘Out’ 
Wine tasting and we will have a Dad’s Night ‘Out’ Whiskey 
Tasting with Talia, generously donated by brotherhood, and 
a Family Pizza Night! Additionally, we will be having a virtual 
PJ Havdalah program in March, Tot Shabbats in March and 
April and Passover programing. In this challenging time it’s 
so important we all stay connected, and the GECC is making 
that happen with our close relationships between parents 
and teachers and amazing programming and events.

Now enrolling for the 2021-2022 School Year

Providing a bridge from preschool to kindergarten The Greenzaid Early Childhood Center’s Transitional Kindergar-
ten (Gesher) program is the perfect fit for children who may not yet be ready for kindergarten, but require a more 
challenging and developmentally appropriate experience. Serving as a Bridge between preschool and elementary 
education, this class prepares students for the challenges of kindergarten.

Taught by highly qualified and experienced teachers, we combine self-initiated play and exploration, small group 
work as well as teacher directed activities for a well-rounded day. The rich classroom environment is set up to 
maximize learning opportunities in all domains including math, literacy, science, creative thinking, art and physical 
development. Academics include formal literacy and math, critical thinking, STEM and scientific hypothesis forming. 

In the Gesher classroom children will continue to build self-help skills, conflict resolution, taking ownership of our 
classroom and respecting others. Building confidence and resiliency while possessing positive social-emotional 
communication skills is vital to a successful school experience. 

In the tradition of the Greenzaid Early Childhood Center and B’nai Tzedek, the Gesher program will continue to em-
brace Jewish values and tradition, taking a deeper exploration into the meaning of Tzedekah, through classroom 
projects and Hebrew language learning through play and literacy. 

Please contact Jane Greenblatt at jgreenblatt@bnaitzedek.org or Marisa Marcus for more information at geccoffice@bnaitzedek.org.

TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN
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Now enrolling for the 2021-2022 School Year

A beautifully natural learning environment
The ideal setting for young minds to grow

Serving children
from 15 months -
Transitional
Kindergarten

Small class size &
indiviualized
attention

Early bird,
enrichment and
after care
scheduled for the
21-22 school year

SESSION I JUNE 14TH - JULY 2ND
SESSION II JULY 12TH - JULY 30TH

SESSION III AUGUST 9TH - AUGUST 20TH
 

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN

 

CAMP
DISCOVERY

 

PeaRLStOne kitCHen fReSH  fOOd PiCk-uP 
EVERY WEDNESDAY AT CBT FROM 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Let the bounty of Pearlstone’s kitchen offer you meals that are comforting, nourishing, and delicious.

Please check out the weekly Egeret for more information!

Support your CBT congregation - Pearlstone will donate a portion 
of all sales picked up at the synagogue to B’nai Tzedek. 
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THE BERNICE & MANNIE RABOVSKY RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

CReating a Kehillah - COmmunitY
Ronni D. Ticker, Director of Family and Youth Learning

Kehillah kedoshah, literally holy commu-
nity, is the strength we bring to each other 
in friendship and caring, it is what we get 
from being part of a community and even 
more about what we contribute. 

We are so keenly aware at this time 
how important community is to keep-
ing our sanity. I am so grateful for this 
community, the clergy, my colleagues, 

lay leaders, administrative team, faculty, teens, students, 
parents, and friends. According to Rav Kook, the first chief 
Rabbi of pre-state Israel, we join communities for us. How-
ever it is in our communal obligation to others that we find 
our essence. We are all essential. In the Torah in the book of 
Sh’mot (Exodus), when building the Mishkan to carry the holy 
tablets, we are commanded by God that all must contribute 
to the community, the rich shall not pay more and the poor 
shall not pay less. All are valued.

Communities are complicated. Even holy ones. This is noth-
ing new. Hillel and Shammai are two Rabbis in the Talmud 
who nearly always held opposing opinions. We are taught 
that both of their teachings are included, “these and those,” 
because they are both the words of God, holy, honored. 
There are numerous examples of what might seem to be 
contradictory teachings that coexist. In Conservative hal-
achah (Jewish law) there are a number of examples of two 
response, two rulings that are both acceptable. Two Jews. 
Three opinions. 

We pay close attention in the school to building kehillah 
kedoshah. We come together as a class for Morning Meeting to 
share what is happening in our lives, play a game, get to know 
each other. Circle time is not just for kindergartners anymore! 
In our classes when students are not sure of an answer, our 
teachers asks their classmates to help. Our teens play such an 
important role as “near peers” and role models to our students 
and partners to our teachers. Though we are on Zoom much 
of the time these days, our kids are getting into the rhythm of 
the Jewish year, finding virtual backgrounds that match the 
holiday. One of our parents, Lauren-Nicole Gabel led a family 
cooking elective, a wonderful way to build community.

We pray every time we come together during school. Praying 
together is a powerful way to build community. One of the 
prayers we say each week is the morning blessings, prayers 
of gratitude, and then we open it up for our students to share 
what they are grateful for at that moment. At one service in 
early February as I was writing this article, Eden Shaw, one of 
our sixth graders, said that what she is grateful for is kehilla, 
community. When I asked Eden to share more of what she 
was thinking, she wrote in an email, “Our kehilla is so spe-
cial because of the never-ending support. I know that I can 
always turn to members of our kehilla for advice, questions, 
and help. Our kehilla has motivated me to go outside of my 

comfort zone, and I have begun frequently leading prayers 
during services. Even if I mess up, I know that everyone will 
be really supportive and help me get back on track. I feel like 
I can truly be myself in our kehilla.” So well said.

I asked the same question to a teacher and a parent. Here are 
their responses:

“I feel that the religious school, students, teachers, parents 
and clergy are much more than a community for me. They 
are all like my extended family supporting, encouraging and 
showing concern from the heart. I will always be grateful.” 
Morah Batia Cross, faculty member

“When we joined as new members last year, my daughter 
was warmly welcomed into the Theater@CBT community. 
She made so many friendships and connections with the 
cast, crew, and volunteers. Dinners after each rehearsal 
included stories about dances she learned, jokes she shared, 
and play dates she wanted us to set up. I am so grateful to 
the community for making my daughter feel like a star- and 
not just the dancing star she was playing!” Ali Ehrlich, parent

One important aspect of our Jewish community is cel-
ebration. We are commanded in the book of D’varim 
(Deuteronomy), chapter 16, to celebrate with our community. 
As we approach the holiday of Passover, this is ever-present 
in our minds. Many of us anticipate a celebration that, for a 
second year in a row, will not include many members of our 
family and our community who we are accustomed to see-
ing around the table. This is a very hard time. Together we 
can get through this. Take advantage of some of the ways 
that CBT can support your Passover celebration including, a 
communal seder, classes, a book talk, and more. I look for-
ward to seeing you on Zoom.

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DATES TO NOTE

Sat., Mar. 6 6th Grades leading Shabbat morning services

Fr., Mar. 12  
6:30 pm                    L’Dor VaDor Musical Shabbat Service

Mar. 28-Apr. 5                Passover Break and Spring Break – 
No school

Wed., Apr. 7                    Upper School - Yom HaShoah program

Fri., Apr. 9  
6:30 pm                      L’Dor VaDor Musical Shabbat Service 

Sun., Apr. 11 Yom Ha’Atzama’ut Celebration of Israel

Wed. Apr. 14                   Upper School - 
Yom HaZikaron/Yom Ha’Atzma’ut program



The Tzedek Scroll | March-April 2021 | 11  

SiSteRHOOd
Rachel Berenzweig  | RachelBerenzweig@gmail.com  and Sharon Pollack | SharonTPollack@gmail.com, Co-Presidents

We extend a warm welcome to our 
new Sisterhood Board and commit-
tee members and a heartfelt thank 
you to our outgoing members, with 
special thanks to Arlene Karpas for her 
outstanding leadership as Sisterhood 
Co-President for the past three years. 
Sisterhood is delighted to announce 
our theme for this year, “Honoring 

Jewish Women.” We look forward to celebrating the Jewish 
women in our lives, from biblical to current times, through 
our rich array of programs and activities.

We hope you will join us for one or more of our upcoming 
events. On Tuesday, March 9, at 7:30 pm our Sisterhood Book 
Club will discuss The Stationery Shop by Marjan Kamali. Please 
RSVP to Karen Capon at Farklempt2@aol.com if you are able 
to attend. On Thursday, March 11, at 7:30 pm, we are honored 
to discuss Newark Minutemen with Leslie K. Barry, author and 
sister of congregant Donna Lewis. Please RSVP to Sherri Far-
rell at 5Farrellsmd@gmail.com. 

Have you ever baked a babka? Learn how on Thursday, March 
18, from 11:00 am to 1:30 pm, with baker Hannah Wolfman-
Arent at a special online workshop. RSVP to Tina Schechter at 
Tinabss@comcast.net for registration and payment details.

Please join Sisterhood for a Virtual Feminine Care Product Drive 
and Presentation on Sunday, March 21 at 10:00 am. These prod-
ucts are essential to our basic human needs, yet cost and other 
factors restrict access by vulnerable populations. Donating is sim-
ple, either from items in your home or by an online purchase. All 
of the details will be provided in the presentation, suitable for all 
ages of women. Please RSVP to Lisa Benjamin at lbenjamin@ngkf.
com if you are able to attend this important event.

Sisterhood was honored to continue our tradition of pur-
chasing chumashim for incoming B’nai Mitzvah students. 
Wishing students much mazel as you prepare for your spe-
cial day! We were also delighted to assist the shul with the 
purchasing of additional audio visual equipment to enhance 
our capacity for Zoom services from our sanctuary. 

In February, we celebrated Purim with another successful 
Mishloach Manot (sending gifts of food) fundraiser. Thank 
you to all of our congregants, clergy and staff who were able 
to donate. Our Matanot LaEvyonim (giving to the needy) 
recipients this year include Jewish Coalition Against Domes-
tic Abuse (JCADA) and Manna Food Center.

Sisterhood needs YOU! Please contact our Vice President of 
Membership, Lori Marks, at Lorismark@icloud.com or Co-
Presidents Rachel Berenzweig (RachelBerenzweig@gmail.
com) or Sharon Pollack (SharonTPollack@gmail.com) to find 
out more and to get involved. Wishing you all a joyful and 
meaningful Pesach!

HAVE YOU EVER BAKED A BABKA?
Join Sisterhood on Thursday, 
March 18, 11:00AM-1:30PM to 
learn how to make babka along-
side Hannah Wolfman-Arent, a 
baker for Sonny’s Pizza in D.C. 

The cost is $20.00 per person. 
A week before the event we will send each registered partici-
pant the Zoom link, the recipe, do-ahead steps and the list of 
ingredients to purchase before the workshop.

This will be a fun and delicious activity to do together!
RSVP to Tina Schechter at tinabss@comcast.net and send 
your $20.00 check payable to  B’nai Tzedek Sisterhood 
Mail to: 
Tina Schechter, 503 Redland Boulevard, Rockville, Md. 20850 
OR Venmo to @Bettina-Schechter 

SISTERHOOD’S BOOK CLUB
THE STATIONERY SHOP

 BY MARJAN KAMALI
TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 7:30 P.M.

Via Zoom at: http://bit.ly/3qrbmOE
Meeting ID: 918 8923 6699

 Password: 6emjLS

The Stationery Shop  is a beautiful and 
timely exploration of devastating loss, 
unbreakable family bonds, and the 
overwhelming power of love.

"The unfurling stories in Kamali’s soph-
omore novel (after  Together Tea) will 
stun readers as the aromas of Persian 
cooking wafting throughout convince 
us that love can last a lifetime. For 
those who enjoy getting caught up in 
romance while discovering unfamiliar 

history of another country."
– Library Journal

“Spanning decades and continents, Marjan Kamali’s richly 
imagined novel immerses us in the blossoming love affair 
between two Iranian teenagers, set against the political 
upheaval of 1950s Tehran. Evocative, devastating, and haunt-
ingly beautiful, THE STATIONERY SHOP explores love’s power 
to transcend time and distance—

– Whitney Scharer, author of THE AGE OF LIGHT
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PaSSOveR SaLe tHROugH maRCH 31
SHOP FROM HOME WITH SISTERHOOD GIFT SHOP 

CONCIERGE SERVICE
Traditional and contemporary items at broad price ranges.
Select from our inventory or let us know what you find on-line and you can 
receive a 15% Discount and it’s all tax-free!

Contact Joanne Leibowitz at: blindbat@aol.com or 202-297-6200 or Barbara 
Sandler at: Saftie@msn.com.

LAG B’OMER AT CBT
THURSDAY APRIL 29-

Look for an announcement about 
a Lag B’Omer outdoor cele-
bration as a community. 

Keep an eye on 
your email and 
Egeret for the 
details.

CONGRATS TO
 GAIL & GARY KUSHNER

Gail and Gary were recognized recently 
by the Jewish National Fund for their 
dedication and leadership. Gary is 
President of the Mid-Atlantic Region 
and Chair of the JNF National Task 
Force for Disabilities. 

CBT is proud to support the JNF Special 
in Uniform Program, which supports 
and integrates people with disabilities 
into the IDF. A BIG Mazel Tov from your 
CBT family!!

“B’nai Tzedek is the only place that 
has not let my family down!”

Iris Mersky Myles and Jessica 
and Amir Eyal have made a gen-
erous donation to CBT that allows 
us to complete the HVAC upgrade. 
We’ll be adding UV lighting to the 
system which will help kill the virus.

“I am happy to make this dona-
tion” Iris tells us “because B’nai 
Tzedek is the only place that has 
not let my family down over the 
past year.”

YOM
HA'SHOAH

annual holocaust commemoration

sunday, april 11, 2021
online 1:00pm

keynote speaker: elisha wiesel
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IN THE
 CBT FAMILY

mazal tov to

Hailey Block, Annabelle Enig, Robby Lefkowitz  
and Solomon Reichbach on their graduation 
from the Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School

Stuart and Symcha Weinblatt on the birth of 
their granddaughter, Atara Simone Weinblatt, 
daughter of Micha and Miriam Weinblatt 

Richard and Amy Cantor, on the birth of their 
grandson, Ilan Cantor Leblang 

Barbara and Irv Guterman  on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Hayden Sloane Guterman

We mourn the passing of

WelCome neW memBers

Eli, Becky, Noah, Isaac, and Avi Mazour

Nathan Silver, father of Larry Silver 12/17/2020

Bruce Becker, father of Steve Becker 12/23/2020

Bernie Berko, father of Arty Berko 12/25/2020

Ted Dorf, husband of Joan Dorf 12/25/2020

P.K. Williams, husband of Sammye Williams 
01/19/2021

Melvin Tanenbaum, father of Alan Tanenbaum 
01/27/2021 

Drew Davis, son of Larry and Susan Davis 2/17/2021 

Myra Adler, mother of Karon Green and 
grandmother of Ben Green 2/19/2021

CeLeBRating B'nai mitzvaH
Ben Mattison will become a bar mitzvah on Shabbat, March 
13. He is the son of Cara and Allen Mattison and the brother 
of Rachel (15). Ben is a 7th grader at Norwood Middle School 
where his favorite subjects are English and History. He also 
enjoys playing sports (soccer, lacrosse, and basketball) and play-
ing the saxophone. For his tzedekah project, Ben supported the 
Religious Action Center’s Reclaim Our Vote Campaign. He per-
sonally wrote more than 120 postcards and solicited others to 
write nearly 1, 300 postcards to encourage election participa-

tion. He will donate a portion of his bar mitzvah gifts to the Equal Justice Initiative. 
He will be joined for his simcha by his grandparents Marsha and Ed Mattison and 
Suzanne and Mickey Pollock. Guests will be attending virtually from North Caro-
lina, Massachusetts, Georgia, Tennessee, Florida, Pennsylvania and more! 

Asher Oppenheim will become bar mitzvah on Shabbat, April 
17. He is the son of Monty and Melissa Oppenheim and the 
brother of Case (11), Benjamin (9), and Solomon (7). Ben is a 
7th grader at Thomas W. Pyle Middle School where his favorite 
subjects are science and gym. He also enjoys art, rock-climbing, 
tennis, swimming, and skiing. For his tzedekah project, Asher 
is supporting forestry and green innovations in Israel through 
the Jewish National Fund. Asher is also making casseroles and 
sandwiches to help local families through the organization 
Small Things Matter. He is volunteering to organize food pack-

ages to help those experiencing food insecurity. He will be joined for his simcha 
by his grandparents Joost and Libby Oppenheim and Lolita and James O’Donnell. 

Brendan Sklar will become bar mitzvah on Shabbat, April 
10. He is the son of Andrea and Eric Sklar and the brother 
of Alex (19) and Jordan (16). Brendan is a 7th grader at Cabin 
John Middle School where his favorite subjects are Spanish 
and Science. He also enjoys playing lacrosse, soccer, and rec 
basketball. For his tzedekah project, Brendan has been mak-
ing casseroles, sandwiches, and cookies, to help address food 
insecurity in our community through the Small Things Mat-

ter Kokua Foods Program. He will be joined for his simcha by grandparents Arthur 
and Susan Bachman and Susan Sklar. Guests will be attending virtually from Florida, 
Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Massachusetts, and Georgia. 

Richard Fink will become a bar mitzvah on Shabbat, April 24. 
He is the son of Rochelle and Tim Fink and the brother of 
Daniel (12) and Larry (11). Richard is a 7th grader at Thomas 
W. Pyle Middle School where his favorite subject is History. He 
also enjoys basketball and flag football. For his tzedekah proj-
ect, Richard is donating to a dog shelter and to Camp Shoresh. 
He will be joined for his simcha by his grandparents Papa Tim, 
Grandma Joan, Grandpa Jay and Grandma Nancy. Guests will 
be attending virtually from Arizona, New Jersey, and more. 

Daniel Fink will become a bar mitzvah on Shabbat, April 24. 
He is the son of Rochelle and Tim Fink and the brother of 
Richard (12) and Larry (11). Daniel is a 7th grader at Thomas W. 
Pyle Middle School where his favorite subjects are History and 
P.E. He also enjoys Math, Spanish and Flag Football.  For his tze-
dekah project, Daniel is donating to a dog shelter and to Camp 
Shoresh. He will be joined for his simcha by his grandparents 
Nancy and Jay Chadock and Joan and Tim Fink. Guests will be 
attending virtually from Arizona and New Jersey.
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dOnatiOnS*

BaRBaRa SCHifteR memORiaL fund 
fOR SPeCiaL needS
Marty and Randi Meyrowitz in honor of Rabbi Weinblatt 
Marty and Randi Meyrowitz in memory of Gladys 

Meyrowitz
Mark and Fran Gloger in memory of Samuel Gloger

CantOR’S muSiC fund
Lauren Weiner in memory of Walter Lowe, father of 

David Lowe
Leonard and Michelle Tow in honor of Cantor Kapell's warm 

smile and beautiful voice that enhance our Shabbats
Elaine Kapell in memory of Werner N. Dannenbaum, 

Betty Dannenbaum and Helen Kapell
Rabbi Gary and Ilene Klein in appreciation of Cantor’s 

beautiful music during the Holy Days
Ken and Stacy Samet in memory of Bernie Berko, 

father of Arty Berko
Marty and Carol Segal in memory of Bernie Berko, 

father of Arty Berko
Laurie and Steve Mackey in memory of Bernie Berko, 

father of Arty Berko
Eric and Laurie Wenger in memory of Kayla Elena Wenger
Neil and Lucy Shapiro in honor of Neil Shapiro for 

reading Torah at Yom Kippur services
Donna Bass in memory of Anita Laura Sullivan

CaRing COmmunitY fund
Ric and Judy Erdheim in memory of Walter Lowe, 

father of David Lowe
Ric and Judy Erdheim in memory of Nathan Silver, 

father of Larry Silver
Batia Cross in honor of the speedy recovery of Rabbi 

Tow’s daughter
Ran Nussbacher
Beth Ingber in memory of Murray Goldkind
Beth Ingber in memory of Walter Lowe
Richard and Lynne Gans in memory of Eva Golubow's 

yahrzeit
Ric and Judy Erdheim in appreciation of the Caring 

Committee for its support during Judy's recovery

COvid-19 fund
Esther Weiner in memory of Walter Lowe, father of 

David Lowe
Vivi and Art Rosen in memory of Walter Lowe, father 

of David Lowe
Pamela Nadell and Edward Farber in memory of 

Walter Lowe, father of David Lowe
Richard and Karen Dreisen in memory of Ted Dorf, 

husband of Joan Dorf
Susan Felzer and Michael Siegel in memory of Bernie 

Berko, father of Arty Berko
Phil and Lisa Friedman in memory of Bernie Berko, 

father of Arty Berko
Avi Benaim in memory of Bernie Berko, father of Arty Berko
Andrea and Louis Marmon in memory of Leo Altman, 

father of Ian Altman

eteRnaL LigHt fund
Marc and Joy Gerber in memory of Walter Lowe, father 

of David Lowe
Paul and Yve Dinte in memory of Walter Lowe, father 

of David Lowe

eteRnaL LigHt fund (continued) 
Carol and Gary Berman in memory of Walter Lowe, 

father of David Lowe
Harvey Rumeld, in honor of Al Steren’s special birthday!
Stanley and Grace Morgenstein in memory of their parents
Marvin Menick, in memory of his mother Sarah Karmel
Paul Hamburger, in memory of Ted Dorf, husband of 

Joan Dorf
Paul Hamburger, in memory of Bernie Berko, father of 

Arty Berko
Paul Hamburger, in memory of Walter Lowe, father of 

David Lowe
Carol and Gary Berman in memory of Sara Dulcan, 

great-grandmother of Gary Berman
Carol and Gary Berman in memory of Joyce Saks 

Rubel, mother of Carol Berman
Carol and Gary Berman in memory of Israel Wolford 

Berman, father of Gary Berman
Carol and Gary Berman in memory of Dollye 

Kanstoroom Berman, mother of Gary Berman
Carol and Gary Berman in memory of Edna Dulcan 

Kanstoroom, grandmother of Gary Berman
Carol and Gary Berman in memory of Julius Sydney 

Rubel, father of Carol Berman
Carol and Gary Berman in memory of Sam Dulcan, 

great-grandfather of Gary Berman
Carol and Gary Berman in memory of Gussie Berman, 

grandmother of Gary Berman
Carol and Gary Berman in memory of Gustave Berman, 

grandfather of Gary Berman
Carol and Gary Berman in memory of Bernard 

Kanstoroom, grandfather of Gary Berman
Carol and Gary Berman in memory of Ted Dorf, 

husband of Joan Dorft and father of Mark Dorf
Andrea and Lou Marmon in memory of Ted Dorf, 

father of Mark Dorf
Marc and Joy Gerber in memory of Bernie Berko, 

father of Arty Berko
Yve and Paul Dinte in memory of Bernie Berko, father 

of Arty Berko
Martin Sachs, in honor of yahrzeit of William Sachs
Diane and Al Steren in memory of Bernie Berko, father 

of Arty Berko
Robin and Matthew Weinberg in memory of Bernie 

Berko, father of Arty Berko
Moises and Perla Steren in memory of Saul Offit, 

father of Howard Offit
Moises and Perla Steren in memory of Bernie Berko, 

father of Arty Berko
Matthew and Renee Young, in memory of Fannie Young
Jan Strompf in honor of the yahrzeit of his mother, 

Rose Strompf
Carol and Gary Berman in memory of Leo Altman, 

father of Ian Altman
Paul and Yve Dinte in memory of Leo Altman, father 

of Ian Altman
Marc and Sheri Freedman in memory of Leo Altman, 

father of Ian Altman
ViVi and Art Rosen in memory of Leo Altman, father 

of Ian Altman
Jan Strompf in memory of Gregory Alan Strompf
Paul and Rosanne Hurwitz in memory of Leon Cohen
Norman and Ronnie Sweed in memory of Sara Sweed
Paul and Rosanne Hurwitz in memory of Leon Cohen, 

grandfather of Rosanne Hurwitz

eteRnaL LigHt fund (continued) 
Paul and Rosanne Hurwitz in memory of Helene 

Apfeldorf, grandmother of Rosanne Hurwitz
Beth Ingber in memory of Leo Altman
Gary and Caryn Silverman in memory of David Graber
Paul and Rosanne Hurwitz in memory of Jacob Isaac 

Hurwitz
Neil and Lucy Shapiro in memory of Bernard Shapiro
Marc and Sheri Freedman in memory of David Lowes' 

father and Arty Berko's father
Paul and Yvelisse Dinte in memory of Ronald Lewis Dinte
Terri Gober other yahrzeit of Raymond Lassen
Stephen and Laurie Mackey in memory of Nathan Silver

gOLdStein/LeiBOwitz famiLY aduLt 
eduCatiOn
Helane and Richard Goldstein 

gReenzaid eaRLY CHiLdHOOd CenteR
Caryn Silverman and the CBT Board of Directors, in 

memory of Eleanor Gross, mother of Jane Greenblatt
Abby and Brian Gleicher, in memory of Eleanor Gross, 

mother of Jane Greenblatt
Families of GECC 2020-2021, in memory of Eleanor 

Gross, mother of Jane Greenblatt
Debbie Schick in memory of Eleanor Gross, mother of 

Jane Greenblatt

HidduR fund
Matthew Bogin and Emily Stashower in memory of 

Walter Lowe, father of David Lowe
Matthew Bogin and Emily Stashower in memory of 

Bernie Berko, father of Arty Berko
Matthew Bogin and Emily Stashower for the yahrzeit 

of Henry Bogin
Matthew Bogin and Emily Stashower for the yahrzeit 

of David Stashower

mitzvaH fund 
David and Joanne Leibowitz in memory of Walter 

Lowe, father of David Lowe
Bart and Pat Tessler in memory of Walter Lowe, father 

of David Lowe
Carol Preston and Dick Israel in memory of Walter 

Lowe, father of David Lowe
Sharon Gershon in honor of Marty, Randi and Andy 

Meyrowitz and the Wine Harvest
Pat and Bart Tessler in memory of Ted Dorf, husband 

of Joan Dorf
Andy and Melissa Polott in memory of Walter Lowe, 

father of David Lowe
Richard Israel in memory of Eileen Blaug

nat & etHeL POPiCk YOutH &                       
eduCatiOn fund
Stanley and Patricia Beder for the yahrzeit of Samuel Beder

PRaYeR BOOk & RituaL fund
Stanley and Patricia Beder for the yahrzeit of Samuel Beder

Continued on next page

*as of January 31
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facebook.com/CBTPotomac

Selling Chametz:
Rabbi Tow is designated to act as the agent for members of Bnai Tzedek to sell 
their remaining chametz to a non-Jew, who makes a small down payment and 
purchases it before Pesach.  After the final day, April 4, 2021, Rabbi Tow asks for 
the balance.  If he/she does not wish to pay the full amount, he/she sells it back 
to us through the Rabbi.
 
To observe this important tradition, you may designate Rabbi Tow as your 
agent for the selling of chametz by emailing this form to rabbineiltow@gmail.
com by Thursday March 25.
 

Mechirat Chametz Agreement – Pesach 5781/2021

 
Name _____________________________________________________________

 
Address ___________________________________________________________

Additional addresses where chametz might be found (e.g., place of business, col-
lege dorm room)

 __________________________________________________________________
 

I hereby designate Rabbi Neil Tow to act on my behalf in selling the chametz in 
my possession.  I understand that unless I am notified to the contrary, I may use 
the chametz after 8:08 pm on April 4, 2021. 
 
Date________________________Signature ______________________________

Chametz SaLe 5781/2021
SELL YOUR CHAMETZ
The Disposal of The Leaven
The Bible prohibits eating chametz, leavened bread, during Pass-
over (Exodus 12:15-20).  Chametz refers to any food prepared from 
five species of grain:  wheat, barley, oats, spelt and rye that has 
been allowed to leaven or ferment, meaning a gas is produced 
that lightens the dough.  Ashkenazi tradition added rice, millet, 
corn and legumes.

Matzah is unleavened bread made from any of these five species of grain.  It is 
customary, however, to make the matzah from wheat flour only.  It is essential that 
the wheat or flour be given no chance to leaven.  For this reason, the grain used for 
matzah must be kept perfectly dry.

The rule against leaven applies not only to its consumption, but also to enjoying any 
benefit from it and even to its possession.  Therefore, before Pesach, all leaven must 
be removed from one’s home nor should one have leaven in one’s legal possession.

To satisfy these requirements, we search for leaven in our homes, nullify the leaven 
in our homes with a blessing (found in the beginning of the Haggadah), removal of 
leaven and the selling of leaven.  Any leaven we keep in our homes following the 
sale must be kept in one area and sealed off for the duration of the holiday.

Passover Resources
You can learn more about how to prepare for Passover ( kashering the home) and 
Passover dietary rules by reading the 5781 Passover Guide of the Conservative Movement, 
found at www.rabbinicalassembly.org

RaBBi tOw’S diSCRetiOnaRY fund
Marsha Seidelman in memory of her uncle, Bernard Ravitz

RaBBi weinBLatt’S diSCRetiOnaRY 
fund
Paula and David Lowe in appreciation of Rabbi Weinblatt 

leading the shiva minyan for the memory of Walter Lowe
Norm Oblon
Marsha Seidelman in memory of her brother, Gary 

Seidelman
Marc Schaefer
Melanie and Rene Moreno in memory of Melanie’s 

mother, Belle Flatt Frishman
Allan and Annette Chandler in honor of Rabbi 

Weinblatt's new granddaughter
Avi Benaim in memory of Remond Benaim
Richard Cantor in memory of Ruth Cantor
Stephen and Esther Lakner in memory of Armand 

Lakner
Arthur and Bonnie Berko in appreciation of Rabbi 

Weinblatt and our CBT family for all the love and 
support we have received following the recent 
passing of Arty's father, Bernie Berko

Robert and Dena Hirsh in memory of William 
Friedman, stepfather of Robert and Michael Hirsh

Bob and Holly Bloom in memory of Nathan Silver
Carol Burman in memory of Arnold S White
Richard Greenhouse in memory of Richard Danto

SamueL uLanOw SPeCiaL needS fund
Marty and Randi Meyrowitz yahrzeit donations
Leslie and Lori Ulanow in memory of Blanche Ulanow

SOCiaL aCtiOn fund
Ellin Wolfand in memory of Fred Swartz

SPOnSOR a viRtuaL SeRviCe
Abbe Lowell in memory of Walter Lowe, father of 

David Lowe
Larry and Susan Davis in memory of Nathan Silver, 

father of Larry and Denise Silver
Carol and Gary Berman in memory of Bernie Berko, 

father of Arty Berko

SudHaLteR famiLY LiBRaRY fund
The Sudhalter family in memory of Walter Lowe, 

father of David Lowe
The Sudhalter family in memory of Bernie Berko, 

father of Arty Berko
Fred and Jane Jacobs for the successful recovery of 

Erich Spero

teaCHeR ReCOgnitiOn fund
Evan and Diana Siegel in memory of Carol Siegel
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exPeRienCe a SPeCiaL Shabbat maRCH 12
6:30 PM – SERVICE      7:30 PM – DINNER
8:00 PM – SHABBAT AROUND THE TABLE

Shabbat Across CBT is an opportunity to experience the magic of Shabbat – 
this year from the comfort of your home.

Let us know you’ll be participating by registering on our website. Registering 
also reserves a special Shabbat kit that you can pick up from CBT on Friday. It 
includes a challah, candles, small grape juice and a booklet with the blessings 
and songs.

After services we will turn off our cameras and mute our microphones so that we 
can enjoy Shabbat dinner.  We’ll even have a few virtual dining rooms if you’d like 
to join others while enjoying your meal (cameras and mikes on for this option!)  

We’ve made it easy if you prefer not to cook by arranging Shabbat-in-a-Box 
delivery of a gourmet, traditional Shabbat dinner for 6 people from Signature 
Catering for $109  The menu and order form will be available on our website 
and in the Egeret.

After dinner we will gather around a virtual Shabbat table, hearing stories, 
singing songs and welcoming Shabbat as a sacred community. 

Even though we are not hosting an in-person Shabbat dinner we can still come 
together to enjoy the spice and spirit that makes Shabbat an inspiring, nourish-
ing, and uplifting experience.

Register online to celebrate with your CBT community.


