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OuR Staff iS HeRe tO SeRve YOu

Congregation B'nai Tzedek
10621 South Glen Road
Potomac, MD 20854
www.bnaitzedek.org
info@bnaitzedek.org

B’nai Tzedek is affiliated with the 
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism

Administrative Office – 
301/299-0225 
fax: 301/299-1365

Rabbi Stuart Weinblatt, Senior Rabbi
potomacrebbe@bnaitzedek.org

Rabbi Fabián Werbin, Associate Rabbi
fwerbin@bnaitzedek.org

Cantor Marshall Kapell
cantorkapell@bnaitzedek.org

Scott Katz, Executive Director
skatz@bnaitzedek.org

Ashley Ginsburg,      
Director of Programming & Engagement 
 aginsburg@bnaitzedek.org

Talia Garber, Shlicha (Israeli emissary)
tgarber@bnaitzedek.org

Amy Steinborn, 
Office Manager/Communications Associate

asteinborn@bnaitzedek.org

Carrie Hirshfield, Controller
chirshfield@bnaitzekek.org

Liane Aaron, 
 B'nai Mitzvah Academic Coordinator  

laaron@bnaitzedek.org

Rabovsky Religious School 301/299-9751
Ronni Ticker,  Director of Family & Youth Learning

rticker@bnaitzedek.org

Beth Knobler, Administrative Coordinator 
bknobler@bnaitzedek.org

Liz Weiss, Remote Learning Coordinator
lweiss@bnaitzedek.org

Greenzaid Early Childhood Center 301/299-1149

Jane Greenblatt, Director
GECCDirector@bnaitzedek.org

Marisa Marcus, 
GECCoffice@bnaitzedek.org  

JSSA Liaison 
Roberta Drucker

rdrucker@jssa.org, 301-610-8369

Meet OuR New Staff MeMebeRS... 
RABBI FABIÁN WERBIN, ASSOCIATE RABBI

“Mitzvah Gedolah Le’hiyot Besimcha Tamid”

Rabbi Nachman of Breslov, a Chassidic rabbi of the 19th century, taught “Mitzvah 
Gedolah Le’hiyot Besimcha Tamid” — “It is a great mitzvah to always be in a state of 
happiness.”

Even though it is very difficult to accomplish the last word of the phrase, tamid 
(always) I strongly believe the best way to live a Jewish life is with joy.

It is my honor and privilege to join the B’nai Tzedek family and look forward to 
inspiring the community to create a better world, to spread a message of Torah, 
and to live meaningful and joyful lives. 

Now a little more about our new Associate Rabbi: 

Rabbi Fabián Werbin was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina. He attended elemen-
tary and Jewish high school there. He received his two undergraduate degrees, in 
Bible and in Jewish Thought, from Haifa University in Israel. Rabbi Werbin received 
his rabbinic ordination in 2003 from the Seminario Rabinico Latino Americano in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

While pursuing his studies, Rabbi Werbin led a 350-family congregation in Parana, 
Argentina, for three years. After rabbinical ordination, he was the rabbi for five 
years of a 130-family congregation in Barranquilla, Colombia. After that he moved 
to the U.S. where he served for seven years as Rabbi of Beth Israel Synagogue 
in Roanoke, Virginia, and six years at Congregation Beth El, Bethesda, Maryland. 
Rabbi Werbin holds certification as an Elementary and High School teacher. He is 
conversant in Spanish, Hebrew, Italian, and English.

Rabbi Werbin is married to Patricia Gradel, a psychologist with a master’s degree in 
Jewish Education. They are devoted parents to four children: Ariel, Catalina, Naomi, 
and David. In his (limited) spare time, Rabbi Werbin enjoys studying Talmud, reading, 
soccer, and a good joke.

Welcome Rabbi Fabian Werbin to the B’nai Tzedek Family!!

ASHLEY GINSBURG, DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMMING
AND ENGAGEMENT

Ashley Ginsburg is joining the CBT staff as our Director of Programming and 
Engagement. Ashley has worked as a part of the Admission team at CESJDS the 
past six years, welcoming new families to the school. 

A graduate of Churchill and The College of Charleston, Ashley attended the first 
B’nai Tzedek GECC class when it was held at the former Tilden Middle School, 
prior to our purchase of our current beautiful location.

Ashley and her husband Danya live in Damascus, MD with their three children: 
Eden (9), Aurora (7), and Nikolai (4.5), as well as 3 dogs, 5 hermit crabs, and an 
ever-multiplying batch of tetra fish. 

Ashley hopes to help CBT build a stronger community, connect people, and 
bring creative and impactful programming in a post COVID world to bring peo-
ple back together.
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RABBINIC REFLECTIONS

wHeN SHOuLd SCHOOL begiN?
Rabbi Stuart Weinblatt | potomacrebbe@bnaitzedek.org

School boards across the country have 
faced unprecedented challenges since 
March of 2020 when the pandemic 
first hit and turned our lives upside 
down. In addition to figuring out how 
to educate our children in an entirely 
new way and how to navigate unchar-
tered and unanticipated situations, 
they have also had to deal with com-
posing a school calendar. 

There was an added twist this year. 
Many school systems wanted to commence on Tuesday, 
September 7, the day after Labor Day – which just so hap-
pens is the first day of Rosh HaShanah. 

Needless to say, the Jewish community expressed appropri-
ate concern over this being the first day of the new school 
year and the impact it would have on Jewish children. 

In a letter to the Montgomery County School board, my col-
league and good friend, Rabbi Adam Raskin of Har Shalom, 
said it best when he alerted them to the problem and wrote, 
”This would force the many Jewish students, faculty, and staff of 
MCPS to make a difficult choice between religious obligations 
and the beginning of a new, and much anticipated school year.” 

As a result of the work of local rabbis and our Jewish Com-
munity Relations Council, the decision was made to start on 
Wednesday, September 8 instead. Score one for the Jews.

But as happy as I am that the school year will not start on the 
same day as the Jewish New Year, I didn’t fully rejoice. Why 
not? Because Wednesday, which is now when school will 
commence, is also Rosh Hashana! Needless to say, it would 
be chutzpahdik were we to ask that the beginning of the 
school year be pushed back another day, to Thursday of that 
week to accommodate our religious calendar and obser-
vance. I do not suggest we do that.

And so, we have a dilemma. The dilemma is that while many 
Jews do not regard the second day of Rosh Hashana with 
the same import or sanctity as the first day, it should be. The 
Talmud refers to the two days as “Yom Arichta”, one long con-
tinuous day, with both having equal weight. 

When I was growing up, I did not go to school on either day 
of the holiday. Nor for that matter, did I go to school on the 
other festivals – Sukkot, Passover and Shavuot. Admittedly, 
we had a good thing going for us. I grew up in Pikesville, in 
Baltimore, and attended a public school that was 95% Jew-
ish. I told my parents no one else was going to school that 
day, and it would be a waste for me to go. The deal my par-
ents made with me was – I could miss school on the holiday, 
and do what I wanted in the afternoon, but I had to go to 
shul in the morning. 

As we prepare to celebrate the fall Jewish holidays, I encour-
age you to put them on your calendar now, to miss work and 
to come instead to services. And yes, I also encourage you 
to keep your children out of school as well, even on the sec-

ond day of Rosh Hashana. By so doing, you are showing that 
being part of the Jewish community is an important value. 
In the long run, they will come away with an appreciation 
of being a part of the Jewish people and might even get 
more out of coming to services with you than they would by 
spending a day in school. 

twO gReat OppORtuNitieS  tO 
tRaveL tO iSRaeL iN 2022

Make your first trip out of the coun-
try post-Covid with B’nai Tzedek 
to Israel! In May of 2022 Rabbi 
Weinblatt will lead a trip for adults. 
In addition to seeing fascinating 
sites and seeing first-hand Start-
Up Nation as well as exploring our historic connection 
to the land, we will meet fascinating Israelis, and hear 
from some of Israel’s foremost opinion and political lead-
ers. Information will be forthcoming, but please let Amy 
know asteinborn@bnaitzedek.org if you are interested, to 
reserve a place on what promises to be a memorable and 
meaningful experience.

And for families, join us during winter break, in December of 
2022 for the best family vacation imaginable, with activities 
and an itinerary geared towards parents and kids – grand-
parents and members of your extended family are welcome! 
Email Amy at asteinborn@bnaitzedek.org if you are inter-
ested, to reserve a place on what will be a fun and rewarding 
family trip.
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In preparing to teach a few conversion 
students recently, I drew from a presenta-
tion called “New to Jewish Prayer, Helpful 
ideas to guide you in your first experiences 
in Jewish communal prayer.” In short, the 
message of this presentation was the fol-
lowing: “It is normal to feel overwhelmed 
during a service.” But, the presentation sug-
gests, try simply remembering where you 
are. Feel the weight of your body sitting in 

your chair. Feel your feet on the floor. Feel the air moving in 
and out of your lungs, feel your heart beating. Feel the emo-
tions that come through. These beginning steps, can help 
you find your own authentic and meaningful prayer practice. 

In teaching the students I realized how relevant this message 
is for all of us. Simply being present can be an act of prayer 
in itself. I hope that this message can make all of our experi-
ences with prayer, not just those going through conversion, 
more meaningful.

ATTENTION SHOFAR BLOWERS
On another note, it has been wonderful to see many of your 
faces at synagogue recently. In looking toward the High Holi-
days, it is important to recall the role of the shofar. The shofar 
serves as a type of “wake up call.” It reminds us to atone for 
our sins at one of the holiest times in the Jewish calendar. 

If you have experience with shofar blowing and would like 
to sound the shofar at the High Holidays, please contact me 
at  mkapell@bnaitzedek.org. This is a great way to provide 
you and others with a meaningful High Holiday experience. 

pReSideNt’S MeSSage 
Caryn Silverman |  Bnaitzedekpresident@gmail.com

CaNtOR'S NOteS
 Cantor Marshall Kapell | mkapell@bnaitzedek.org

Wow, what a difference a year makes! 
This time last year, we were still in the 
thick of the Covid-19 pandemic. There 
was no vaccine, Donald Trump was 
president, and the world was largely 
shut down. The Clergy, staff and lay 
leaders took great pains to make sure 
that although the High Holidays and 
fall chagim would not be “normal,” 

they would be heartfelt, memorable, and special. Many of 
you expressed your gratitude and said we hit the mark. 

Today, 99% of our B’nai Tzedek membership and 100% of our 
employees are vaccinated. The state of Maryland, and more 
specifically Montgomery County, along with most of America 
is returning to pre-covid life in almost every manner. 

We at B’nai Tzedek took our value of Pikuach Nefesh (safe-
guarding life) seriously. We included in that task not only the 
physical value of life, but also the psychological one. Thanks 
to Jane Greenblatt and Ronni Ticker, our schools remained 
open. A true blessing for our youngest members. Our staff 
remained in the building most days and have recently 
returned to full-time in-building work. Our clergy continued 
to tend to the entire congregation for all life-cycle events, as 
well as during daily life. 

I could write a book on how B’nai Tzedek rose to the occasion, 
but I’ll keep this short since we all lived through the past year 
and a half together. We took what some considered to be rock 
bottom on so many levels and used it as the foundation to 
continue growing. And grow we did. Welcome to all our new 
CBT Family members! 

We looked for extraordinary moments and opportunities to 
rejoice together. We celebrated and consoled one another. We 
believed that kol Yisrael areivim zeh bazeh (we are responsible 
for one another) is our guiding principle, and showed up for 
one another.

Now, there is a vaccine, we have a new(ish) President, Joe 
Biden, and we still have each other. Will the High Holidays 
and fall chagim look like they did pre-pandemic? No. Will 
they be leaps and bounds different from last year? Yes. Will 
we remain committed to our community and continue to 
grow and be grateful for one another? You betcha! 

In closing, I’d like to welcome our new staff members Amy 
Stienborn (who many of you have met) in the front office, 
Ashley Ginsburg (Director of Programming and Engagement) 
and Rabbi Fabián Werbin (Associate Rabbi) to the B’nai Tzedek 
team. Please come in and welcome them to our family. 

L’shana Tova to all! 

CeLebRatiNg a Bar Mitzvah
Brent Langer became bar mitzvah on 
Shabbat, May 22, 2021. He is the son of 
Deborah and Jonathan Langer and 
the brother of Jed (19) and Eli (17). Brent 
is a 7th grader at Cabin John Middle 
School where his favorite subjects are 
math and social studies. He also enjoys 
soccer and basketball. For his tzedekah 
project, Brent collected donations for 
the NIH Children’s Inn “Wish List.” He 
was joined for his simcha by grandpar-

ents Joyce Hurwitz and Debra and Stanley Langer.  Guests 
attended virtually from Pennsylvania, New York, Florida, 
and New Jersey!
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HigH HOLidaYS aRe baCK iN peRSON at Cbt!
Please keep an eye out for our high holiday mailer for the full schedule of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur services and events.

Erev Rosh Hashana  Monday September 6, 2021

Rosh Hashana Day 1 Tuesday September 7, 2021

Rosh Hashanah Day 2 Wednesday September 8, 2021

Kol Nidre Wednesday September 15, 2021

Yom Kippur Day Thursday September 16, 2021

MazeL tOv Cbt’S 
HigH SCHOOL gRaduateS! 

SEE WHERE THEY ARE GOING 

       Name                          College/University in Fall 2021*
Sam Benaim University of North Carolina   
                                                      Chapel Hill

Hailey Block  The University of Indiana

Annabelle Enig   Emory

Sam Ferber GW University

Brett Fisher University of Miami

Matthew Freeman University of Rochester

Maxwell Freishtat Hamilton College

Olivia (Liv) Gottdenker University of Michigan

Samuel Greenblatt Tulane University

Dean Katz   University of Michigan

Jessica Klein  Tulane University

Robby Lefkowitz University of Virginia

Samuel Parsons University of Wisconsin

Maya Pollack University of Maryland at College Pk. 

Jared Rapaport Culinary Institute of America

Jonah Sachs Washington University in St. Louis

Benjamin Scheck University of Colorado Boulder

Joshua Shein  University of Delaware

Zachary Shein  University of Tampa

HigH HOLidaY fOOd dRive
At the High Holidays, we traditionally perform the mitzvah 
of Ma’achil R’eivim (Feeding the Hungry).

We are collecting nonperishable canned and packaged 
food to donate to Manna Food Center in Montgomery 
County. 

Please bring your nonperishable food items to CBT any-
time until Kol Nidre.

There will be a collection box located in the Lobby. Please 
see Manna’s healthy food wish list at mannafood.org

Thank you for helping us to make a              
difference in our community!

HigH HOLidaY tiCKetS
You will soon be receiving a High Holidays booklet with infor-
mation about obtaining tickets for the High Holidays. 

You can stream our High Holiday services 
on our website (bnaitzedek.org), our 
Facebook page,  and Youtube.

Please return your ticket form by 
August 16.

*Please send an email to asteinborn@bnaitzedek.org to let 
us know where your graduate is going.
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SiSteRHOOd
Rachel Berenzweig  | RachelBerenzweig@gmail.com  and Sharon Pollack | SharonTPollack@gmail.com, Co-Presidents

We continue our year celebrating Jew-
ish women with a d’var Torah from 
Sharon Pollack around Yom HaZikaron 
on the story behind Yerushalayim Shel 
Zahav, a song written by Naomi Shemer 
describing the Jewish people’s 2,000-
year longing to return to Jerusalem. 
On June 7, 1967, the IDF took over con-
trol of  eastern Jerusalem  and the Old 

City from the Jordanians. Shemer was about to perform for 
a troop of paratroopers and instead of simply announcing 
this to the troop, she quickly wrote a new verse modifying 
the second verse informing the paratroopers, through the 
song, that Israel had captured the Western Wall and Temple 
Mount. Rachel Berenzweig shared a d’var on the Book of Ruth 
which is read on Shavuot in conjunction with the celebration 
of receiving the Torah. Ruth was the first convert to Judaism 
and through her actions showed the importance of learning 
to do what’s right, even if it’s difficult. A lesson we learn from 
Ruth is that when we pursue something, we never know 
what will sprout from the seeds we are planting: after all her 
efforts, Ruth became the great grandmother of King David. 
Additionally, Randi Meyerwitz shared with us the meaning 
and origins of the chamsa, a symbol with a deep connection 
to women and a sign of peace and protection for Jews and 
Muslims alike.

Sisterhood hosted a number of exciting programs in May 
and June!

	Sisterhood Book Club had an engaging discussion of 
The Only Woman in the Room, by Marie Benedict.

	The Wonder Women of Israel series held two ses-
sions in May and June that were well attended by 
CBT Sisterhood members. The May presentation 
was led by IDF commanders and the June session a 
Health and Cooking Expert, Sharon Gavish.  

	Our incredible Shlicha, Talia Garber, led an eye-
opening discussion of the Israeli film, Gett: The Trial of 
Vivienne Amsalem. Given Talia’s background in film, 
she was able to highlight elements and symbolism 
in the movie that we otherwise wouldn’t have been 
aware of.

	Sisterhood collected and donated feminine hy-
giene products for I Support the Girls, a local 
organization that supports under-served women in 
need of a range of feminine products.

	Sisterhood Shabbat was held by Zoom on Saturday, 
June 12, with members leading the services, taking 
aliyot honors and chanting Torah and Haftarah.

	Online Canasta continues every week on Wednes-
days! If you are interested in joining us, please reach 
out to either Sherri Farrell (5farrellsmd@gmail.
com) or Melissa Polott (polott57@gmail.com) and 
they will be in touch with you regarding the details.

We thank all members of sisterhood for their tireless efforts 
this year in developing and executing meaningful program-
ming to keep us all connected!

Looking forward to 2021/2022!

	Fall Retreat: Sisterhood is having its first ever fall 
retreat at Capital Camps and Retreat Center, October 
1-3, which will be a relaxing opportunity to celebrate 
Shabbat together, connect with other women in our 
community and participate in meaningful Shabbat 
programming. If you’re interested in attending please 
contact Arlene Karpas arlenekarpas@gmail.com 
and with any programming ideas, email Paula Lowe 
paula@phlowecoaching.com.

	Membership brunch on Sunday, November 7. We’re 
honored to have Dr. Edith Eger as our presenter, 
born to Hungarian Jewish parents, is a psychologist 
practicing in the United States. She is a Holocaust 
survivor and a specialist in the treatment of post-
traumatic stress disorder. She has written several 
memories which include The Choice - Embrace the 
Possible, and The Gift - 12 Lessons to Save Your Life was 
published in September 2020. We’ll start our event 
off with a boutique and a light brunch and end with 
a meaningful interview between our president, 
Rachel Berenzweig, and Dr. Eger.

	Book club, Canasta and so much more!

Sisterhood needs YOU! Please contact our Vice President of 
Membership, Lori Marks, at Lorismark@icloud.com or Co-Pres-
idents Rachel Berenzweig (RachelBerenzweig@gmail.com) or 
Sharon Pollack (SharonTPollack@gmail.com) to find out more 
and to get involved. Wishing you all a wonderful summer and 
looking forward to seeing everyone in person in the fall! 

JOiN tHe b’Nai tzedeK  
SiSteRHOOd bOOK CLub 

FOR THE DISCUSSION OF:
FEAST YOUR EYES  

BY MYLA GOLDBERG

Join us via Zoom 
Tuesday, August 17

 at 7:30 p.m.
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B N A I  I S R A E L  &  B ' N A I  T Z E D E K  P R E S E N T :

ISRAEL
TV TIME

WITH 
TALIA & NETTA

 

THURSDAYS, SEPTEMBER THROUGH DECEMBER, ONCE A MONTH
7:30 PM  | IN PERSON @ CBT OR ON ZOOM

MORE INFORMATION TO COME!

4 Months, 4 Sessions, 4 TV shows 
with surprises & special guests 

SAVE THE DATES:
SEPTEMBER 30TH

OCTOBER 14TH
NOVEMBER 18TH

DECEMBER 9TH

tHeatRe@Cbt iS baCK
Join Theatre@CBT and Globe Openstage 
for their upcoming production of District 
Merchants. Auditions will be held in late 
July, with performances streaming Saturday 
evening, October 9 and Sunday afternoon, 
October 10.

Love and litigation, deep passions, and 
predatory lending are taken to a new level in 
this uneasy comedy, which wades fearlessly 
into the endless complexities and contra-

dictions of life in America. Set among the Black and Jewish populations 
of an imagined time and place—simultaneously Shakespearean, post-
Civil War Washington, DC, and today—District Merchants is a remarkable 
tale of money, merchandise, and mercy brought to the stage by four-time 
Helen Hayes Award-winner Aaron Posner.

IN THE
 CBT FAMILY

Mazal tov on the Birth of....
Hayden Sloane Guterman, daughter of Brian and Irene Guterman, 

granddaughter of Irvin & Barbara Guterman
Allison Eve Kornbluth, daughter of Matthew and Susan Kornbluth
Olivia Jo Weiss, daughter of Stephen and Ashley Weiss
Logan Avery Malet, daughter of Ryan and Lauren Malet, 

granddaughter of Philip & Debra Malet
Brody Ezra Beck, son of Samantha and Corey Beck and grandson 

of Suzanne and Marvin Rabovsky
Caleb Adam Chheda, son of Ariel and Steven Chheda, and 

grandson of Katie Borten
Liev Lyubinsky, son of Dara and Michael Lyubinsky, grandson of 

Eric and Risa Yaffe

We Mourn the Passing of

Mazal tov on the engageMent of....
Suzanne and Marvin Rabovsky’s daughter Nikki Rabovsky to Zack 

Gordon 
Phil and Joyce Schneider’s son Jonathan Schneider to Jennifer Salko
Daniel and Gina Steinway's son Matt Steinway to Julia Strelitz
Bruce and Carin Cooper's son, Jordan Cooper to Lauren Goldenberg

Laurence Fisher, father of Noel Fisher
Gary Albert, husband and father of Maddie Albert, Riley and 

Adam Albert
Manuel Collier, father of Marla Schwartz
Norman Tayler

WelCoMe neW MeMBers
Paul and Debra Simon & their son Miles
Michael Rubin and Anna Borshchevskaya & their kids Sohpie and Andrew
Jason Sherman & his kids Lior and Raphael
Joshua and Courtney Krutoy & their kids Elet, Nevin, and Danica
Jacob and Alisa Rosenberg & their kids Harrison and Anna
Ittai and Karri Dvir & their kids Noa and Ethan
Lindsay and Adam Maarec & their kids Jordanna and Jacob
Cinthia and Horacio Rozanski & their kids Miriam and Samantha
Scott and Karyn Ferber & their kids Sam, Oliver, Chloe, and Kassidy
Adam Pearlman and Rebecca Farber & their kids Evan and Theo
Daryl and Lisa Shapiro & their kids Max and Hannah
Ben and Vanessa May & their kids Isabelle, Hannah, and Evelyn
Elliott and Estee Portnoy & their kids Joshua, Noah, and Daniela
Terri Plotkin
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THE BERNICE & MANNIE RABOVSKY RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

Sukkat ShaloM: buiLdiNg a CaNOpY Of peaCe tOgetHeR
Ronni D. Ticker, Director of Family and Youth Learning

Sukkat shalom, (dwelling of peace), is a 
beautiful vision of a canopy of peace pro-
tecting us from fragility and harshness 
that we sometimes experience in life. We 
build a sukkah during the holiday of Suk-
kot as a reminder of the temporary shel-
ters that the Israelites built in the desert 
as they wandered and awaited their en-
try into Israel. Our ancestors built sukkot 
when they immersed themselves in the 

long and tedious task of reaping the fall harvest. We build suk-
kat shalom metaphorically, as we come together as a loving 
kehillah kedosha, sacred community, protecting each other 
and ourselves from life’s storms, extending acts of loving kind-
ness, and sharing in the joy of each other’s celebrations.

Hashkiveinu, the second blessing in the Ma’ariv service fol-
lowing Shema, is a prayer asking God to create a Sukkat Sha-
lom over us so that we can have a restful, safe night’s sleep. 
Hashkiveinu also prays that all humankind can live in har-
mony together, a divine picture imagining heaven on earth.

Today we pray for the blessing of Sukkat Shalom as we try so 
hard to endure this pandemic, our current mitzrayim, narrow 
place, that is inflicting such pain. For some the pain is physi-
cal with our bodies trying to heal from the disease or the 
ailments brought on by lockdowns and other constraints. 
For many, the toll of this struggle is emotional pain, trauma, 
mental anguish, anxiety, depression, social isolation, and 
I could go on. We feel it. We know it. Our children struggle 
with it. So do our parents. We endure this to survive.

And endure we will. Throughout the school year, as we ex-
plore together what we can do to bring Sukkat Shalom into 
our synagogue, homes, and communities, we will fulfill the 
mitzvah of Tikkun Olam, repair of the world. How do we do 
this? What are the elements? What are the steps? Let’s dream 
and discover this together. Along the way, I am confident we 
will find joy, gratitude, connection, and kindness.

If you have not yet registered your children for school for 
next year, please do that now! If you have friends who might 
be interested in joining our community, please give them 
my contact information or give me theirs. If you want to join 
our faculty or know someone else who might want to spend 
Sunday mornings or Tuesday/Wednesday afternoons with 
us teaching or working in the office, please let me know. We 
may still have openings.

We have some exciting things happening at the Bernice & 
Mannie Rabovsky Religious School in the next few months. 
Please put these on your calendar!

 ✏ Choose your child’s 3rd-6th grade Hebrew Schedule: 
If you have not yet done so, login to your account 
at www.bnaitzedek.org and submit the Midweek 
Hebrew Preference Form to choose times for Small 
Groups and Private Tutoring. For help reach out to 
Beth at bknobler@bnaitzedek.org.

 ✏ Madrichim Meet-Up: Wed., Sept. 1 (5:00-6:15 pm) for 
7th-12th graders

 ✏ Rosh Chodesh Tishrei Gathering: Wed., Sept. 1 (6:15-
8:00 pm) for 7th & 8th grade girls

 ✏ K-3 High Holiday Fun Day @ CBT: Sun., Sept. 12 
(10:15-11:30 am), outside weather permitting

 ✏ K-7 Opening Sunday: Sun., Sept. 19 from 9:00 am-
12:00 pm with Parent Coffee (9:00-10:00 am) and 
Opening Celebration (11:40 am-12:00 pm)

 ✏ Teen Sukkot Smash with DJ: Sun., Sept. 26 (6:00-8:00 
pm), outside weather permitting

 ✏ Prospective Family Open Houses: September 12 
(10:15-11:30 am) & 26 (9:30-10:30 am)

 ✏ Midweek Hebrew Opening Days: October 4-7

 ✏ Upper School Opening Day: October 6 (6:15-8:30 pm)

My wish for all of us is to enjoy this summer as a time of Suk-
kat Shalom in which you find peace, rest, time apart, and 
time together after the madness we have been living. May 
the year 5782 be one that ushers in, on the evening of Sep-
tember 6, the 1st day of the Hebrew month of Tishrei, a year 
of joy and gladness with the koach, strength, to endure the 
time ahead together.

Do you have friends interested in learning more
about our award winning Religious School?

Let them learn about us:

Prospective RS Open House
Sunday, Sept. 12 @ 10:15-11:30 am &

Sunday, Sept. 26 @ 9:30-10:30 am

Children are invited to spend the morning at CBT to 
experience the learning and the fun! 

To RSVP or if you have any questions, please contact the Religious School office at 301-299-9751 
or send an email to Ronni Ticker rticker@bnaitzek.org. 
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REGISTRATION FOR THE BERNICE 
& MANNIE RABOVSKY RELIGIOUS 

SCHOOL IS OPEN!
We hope your children will join us in the fall! 

To register for RS 2021-2022 school year, please go to www.
bnaitzedek.org:

• First click the gray  Login  button in the top right cor-
ner of the website and then log in with your email ad-
dress. If you do not remember your password, please 
click Forgot Password below the Sign In button.

• Scroll down to the bottom of your account page to the 
My Events & School Registration Section.

• Click grey Start School Enrollment button in that 
section. 

• Find the box that says Choose an Account and be-
gin to enter your family name starting with your last 
name. Click on the correct account once it pops up. 

• Then you are asked Which term are you enrolling 
to select Religious School 2021-2022 from the drop 
down. Press Continue button.

Questions? Please contact the Religious School office at 301-
299-9751.

MADRICHIM, TEEN BUDDIES                
AND TEEN HEBREW TEACHING               

ASSISTANTS WANTED!
We are now accepting applications from teens to assist for 
the 2021-22 year of The Bernice & Mannie Rabovsky Religious 
School. What are the options?

• Madrichim (literally “guides”) Program – Open to 8th-
12th graders, madrichim support classroom learning 
and student engagement. There are opportunities 
within the classroom as well as with chugim and in the 
office. Can’t commit to every week? We have a need for 
teens who can only come some Sundays!

• Teen Buddies Program – Open to 8th-12th graders, our 
Teen Buddies work one-on-one with students who re-
quire individualized attention. 

• Teen Hebrew Teaching Assistants – Open to 7th- 12th 
graders, our assistants support learning during midweek 
Religious School on Tuesday and Wednesday. Teens are 
an essential part of the learning process. Facilitating in-
dividualized attention for students requiring assistance.

• Mini Madrichim Program – Open to 7th graders, our 
mini-madrichim program begins Sunday morning Mar. 
12 once 7th grade Sunday classes end. This program 
introduces our 7th graders to the CBT Sunday morning 
Madrichim program.

All teens volunteer until they turn 14 and then are eligible 
to be paid. If you think you would be a good fit for one of 
these challenging and rewarding opportunities, please 
contact Beth Knobler at 301-299-9751 ext. 328, bknobler@
bnaitzedek.org or complete the Madrichim Application on 
our website: https://www.bnaitzedek.org/form/religious-
school-madrichim-application-2021-2022-form.html. 

MADRICHIM FIRST EVENT OF THE YEAR
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

5:00-6:15 PM

WELCOME MADRICHIM MEET UP 
WITH PIZZA & ICE CREAM!

Please have interested madrichim 
RSVP to Beth bknobler@bnaitzedek.
org if attending.Religious School in Action: 

Top left: Blanket making for a 
class tzedakah project. 

Top right: Special delivery  to 
students from the Religious 
School staff.

Bottom left: Celebrating Shavuot 
with an ice cream party.
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THE GREENZAID EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER

SuMMeR fuN aNd a gReat SCHOOL YeaR aHead
Jane Greenblatt, GECC Director

The GECC has been very busy this 
summer with Camp Discovery, our 
summer program. The children 
have been exploring our environ-
ment, learning about growing 
vegetables, getting messy and hav-
ing a blast splashing and playing! 
Although it may be 100 degrees 
outside, we have also been plan-

ning and getting ready for the upcoming school year. We 
are thrilled to be offering our new Transitional Kindergar-
ten program. This coming year it 
is especially important that child 
have the time they need to get 
ready for elementary school, and 
this program provides a bridge 
that many children may need. We 
will also be adding an Atelier (art 
specialist) to our staff who will 
work with each class in collabora-
tion with their teachers to help 
engage deeper into explorations. 
Of course, we can’t be know what 
guidelines may be in place, we are 
sure of one thing – the school year will be great!

One of the many wonderful things about our school is the 
way in which teachers collaborate with one another, parents 
and the CBT community to create the best possible expe-
riences for our children. During Staff Development Week 
in August, teachers will have the opportunity to not only 
work together through group discussions and learning, but 
will also benefit from sessions with the Rabbis, shaliach, our 
music and art specialist and parents committee chairs. We 
are looking forward to being together in the same room and 
learning together!

Happy, healthy New Year & Shanna Tova!

Just a sample of the things we are excited about…
• Our New Transitional Kindergarten, The Gesher Class, 

led by Hava Shirazi

• Our Music program with Lisa Baydush – in Person!   

• The addition of an Atelier (art Specialist), who will work 
with each class in the studio.

• Collaborating with Rabbis Weinblatt and Werbin – in 
person!!

• Creative and engaging enrichments for our 3’s and 4’s 
that include Movement with Aidan, Art Inspirations, 
STEM, Hebrew and of course, cooking with Yafa!

• Early bird and extended day offered – please contact 
the office for details

Upcoming Dates to Note…
• Thursday, September 2, Classroom Meet & Greets on 

Playground

• Thursday, September 9, First Day of School & Wel-
come Back Tea  

• Friday, September 24 , Schmooze in the Sukkah with 
Rabbi Werbin

• Saturday, October 2, Tot Shabbat Kick-Off

• Thursday, October 14, Back to School Night 
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dONatiONS* *as of July 8

SHARE WITH US… 
Please inform the synagogue 
of any significant life events, 

births, engagements, 
weddings, anniversaries, 

so we can be in touch 
and include it in future 

Scrolls so we can say 
MAZEL TOV as a community.

FOR OUR  
EXCITING ADULT ED 

PROGRAMS TO START 
IN OCTOBER AFTER 

THE HOLIDAYS

B’Nai Mitzvah fuNd
Elliot & Sandy Liss in memory of Gary Albert
Roslyn Maxick with best wishes to Renee Young’s 

retirement and 75th birthday

buiLdiNg fuNd
Paul & Rosanne Hurwitz in memory of Erwin Apfeldorf

CaNtOR’S MuSiC fuNd
John & Lisa Steren in appreciation of Cantor Kapell 

and his celebration of Alex and Sissy’s aufruf
Sammye Williams in honor of Cantor Kapell for the 

beautiful shiva service for P.K.

CaRiNg/GEMilut ChESSED fuNd
Ric & Judy Erdheim in memory of William Erdheim

deCKeLbauM tORaH fuNd 
Marcy Hershin memory ofHarryette Deckelbaum (16 

Sivan) and Anna Deckelbaum (5 Sivan)

digitaL Cbt HebRew ReSOuRCe CeNteR
Eric & Wendy Ellman in honor of Renee Young and all 

the teachers at B’nai Tzedek
Constance Heller in honor of Renee Young
Sally Murek in honor of Renee Young
Ira & Miriam Raskin best wishes to Renee Young
Andrew & Heather Sachs in honor of Renee Young, a 

wonderful teacher
Suzanne Smuckler in honor of Renee Young
Brett Young in honor of Renee Young
Matthew & Renee Young in honor of Renee Young

eteRNaL LigHt fuNd
Robert & Lisa Blaker in memory of Gary Albert
Alan & Sternfield Blank in memory of Gary Albert
Alan & Sternfield Blank in honor of Class of 5781/2021 

Confirmation Class - Mazal Tov!
Nancy Cherner in honor of Mr. Abe Genderson’s 102nd 

birthday
Shawn Capon in memory of Gary Albert, our neighbor 

and friend
Barry & Carole Forman with best wishes to Mr. & Mrs. 

Abe Genderson on their 75th wedding anniversary
Edward, Nadell, & Pamela Farber in memory of Bert 

Harris
Michael & Felicia Gottdenker in memory of Allan Gottdenker
Frederic & Holly Gelfond in memory of Yahrtzeit of 

Allan Gelfond
Frederic & Holly Gelfond in memory of Gary Albert
Robert & Dena Hirsh in memory of Morris Hirsh and 

Zelda Litow
Constance Heller in honor of Renee Young’s Retirement
Beth Ingber in memory of Joan Goldkind
Bruce & Leslie Lane in memory of Ellis Barron
Sandy Ressin in memory of in memory of Irving Jaffe
Sandy Ressin for a speedy recovery to “Dear Iris,
Wishing you a speedy recovery!  You can’t keep a great 

gal down.” 
Gary & Caryn Silverman in honor of Sam Epstein on 

becoming a Bar Mitzvah and a job well done.  Mazel Tov!
Elsa Weinstein in memory of Manuel (Manny) Collier

gOLdSteiN/LeibOwitz faMiLY aduLt 
eduCatiON
Robert & Linda Bogin in honor of Stan Beder, for his 

excellence as a teacher
Ric & Judy Erdheim in honor of Stan Beder for his 

wonderful class
Peter & Jorgy Gorog in appreciation of Stan Beder’s 

“From Exodus to the Talmud” class
Beth Ingber in honor of Stan Beder for his wonderful class
Daniel Sheehan in honor of Stan Beder for his hard 

work on the Adult Ed Classes!
Marvin & Barbara Menick in honor of Stan Beder
Richard & Ilene Mudge in honor of Stan Beder
Saul & Diane Schweber in honor of Stan Beder’s Adult 

Education Classes

JewiSH CONtiNuitY fuNd
Paul & Rosanne Hurwitz in memory of Jonas Apfeldorf

Mitzvah fuNd 
Barry & Susie Haberman in memory of Susan Glauberman
Alan & Carole Kuritzky in memory of Seymour Adler
Gerald & Geri Shapiro in honor of Baby Parker Naming

Nat & etHeL pOpiCK YOutH &                      
eduCatiON fuNd
Glenn Easton in memory of Gary Albert

New CLeRgY dONatiON
Michael & Jodi Chernoff 

NuRSeRY SCHOOL fuNd
Dan & Rose Renberg in memory of Gary Albert

Rabbi weiNbLatt’S diSCRetiONaRY 
fuNd
Ted & Donna Bartko in appreciation of Rabbi Weinblatt
Stanley & Patricia Beder in honor of Rabbi Weinblatt 

for all your support and assistance
Glenn Easton in honor of Rabbi Weinblatt
Dean & Norma Eisen in honor of Irma Poretsky”s 90th 

birthday
Joanne Levin in honor of Rabbi Weinblatt’s kindness in 

calling and visiting my mother because of the loss of 
a family member. Thanks Rabbi Weinblatt!

Irvin & Barbara Guterman in honor of Hayden’s Baby 
Naming

Bruce Lubich in appreciation of Rabbi Weinblatt for 
the eulogy of Ida Lubich

Peter & Rachel Federowicz in honor of Rabbi 
Weinblatt and his dedication to Eretz Israel

Aaron & Marilyn Linchuck in honor of Samantha and 
David’s Wedding 

Ryan & Lauren Malet in honor of Rabbi Weinblatt’s blessing 
and the naming for Logan Malet and Olivia Weiss

Elliot & Sandy Liss in appreciation of a yearlong study 
with Morgan and the confirmation class

John & Lisa Steren in honor of Rabbi Weinblatt for 
his guidance and support of Alex and Sissy, and for 
celebrating their aufruf

Sandra Zolotor in honor of Rabbi Weinblatt’s teaching 
the confirmation class

RituaL fuNd
Richard Lowe in appreciation of the CBT Wednesday 

morning minyan, enabling me to join my brother 
David in saying Kaddish for our father

SOCiaL aCtiON fuNd
Michael & Mimi Kress in memory of Joel Brodsky

UPHEAVAL:
 THE JOURNEY OF 
MENACHEM BEGIN

OCTOBER 3, AT 4:00PM 
AT B’NAI TZEDEK

This film is an authentic look at a proud 
Jew who was motivated by pride in 
the Jewish people and concern for the 
well-being of the Jewish people.

More information to follow.



10621 South Glen Road
Potomac, MD 20854
www.bnaitzedek.org

Welcome Back to CBT Weekend!
BARCHU AND BBQ - Friday August 27

 5:30 PM Dinner | 6:30 PM Services outdoors
Information about how to RSVP for the BBQ COMING SOON!

SELICHOT SERVICE - Saturday August 28, 9:00 PM
Each of our clergy will teach their favorite prayer from the High Holidays, 

followed by the moving Selichot service

Welcome Back to CBT Weekend!

Welcome 
Back

Sunday, August 29, 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM

MEET NEW AND OLD FRIENDS 
JOIN US FOR SOME FUN!

• Food Truck 
• Israeli Dancing 
• Social Action Project 
• Face Painting 
• And Much More!


