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December temperatures may fall, but at Temple Sinai
things are just beginning to heat up!

However you spell it...Hanukkah, Chanukah or Hanukah, the
Festival of Lights means lots of candles and flames for sure. It also
means lots of parties, events and, of course, our annual Erev
Shabbat Rhythm and Jews Chanukah service. Read on for more
about our December featured events including A Night at the
Theater: Broadway and More and Hands on Hanukkah. And if you
haven’t yet made your gift to the Annual Appeal, now is a perfect
time!

This Month's Featured Articles

e Festival of Lights from Chazzan Cliff Abramson

e Taking it on the Road: Hands on Hanukkah By Gail Glickman

.
~“TEMPLE SINAI



From Chazzan Cliff Abramson

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

Every year we look forward to celebrating
Chanukah. We exchange gifts, we eat special
food and we sing different music. Most of all, we
take special joy in the lighting of the Chanukah
candles.

We remember the miracle of how one cruse of oil lasted for
eight nights. As we add a new candle each night to the
menorah, there is one detail that we often overlook and that is
perhaps the biggest miracle of all.

That one cruse of oil did not light itself. In the face of hopeless
darkness, someone had to take action. Someone needed to
strike a flint in order to create the flame that would light the
oil. This is true for our Chanukah candles as well. Every time
we light the Chanukah candles, we carry on the tradition of
taking action in the face of desperate times because of our
faith in God. This is where the miracle really begins.

Just as we learn in the Midrash, it was only after he saw that
Nachshon had enough faith in God to walk head high into the
sea that Moses held up his staff and parted the water. [t was
that same faith in God that helped the Maccabees prevail
against all odds returning the temple to the Jews.

May we all remember as we light the Chanukah candles this
year that there is nothing we cannot overcome. Take the light
of the holiday into your hearts so that you can carry the
lessons of action, courage and faith with you all year long.

L’shalom,
Chazzan Cliff Abramson
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Dear friends,

As I sit at my desk contemplating
my monthly message to you, I'm
reminded of things just passed
and things to come. At our
November 4 Erev Shabbat service,
Chazzan reminded us of the
anniversary of Kristallnacht,
thought by many as marking the
beginning of the Holocaust. This
morning, I was deeply moved by
our Holocaust Survivor Speaker
Series when presenter Helga
Melmed told of her personal
experiences surviving the hate and
persecution of the Holocaust. And
then there was last week’s news of
the successful interception and
suppression by the FBI of a threat
against a synagogue in New
Jersey. These are all painful
reminders that our Jewish way of
life cannot be taken for granted.
We must learn from the lessons of
the past and speak up about the
atrocities happening today.

Now, more than ever, we also
need your financial help! Our staff
and volunteers work tirelessly to
curate events that match our
values and interests and which
take time and money to
implement.

LETTER FROM
THE PRESIDENT

“A Night at the Theater” on
December 10 and the "Sarasota
Jewish Food Festival" on January
29 are ways to showcase our
synagogue, provide creative and
entertaining programs AND raise
much-needed funds. “Hands on
Hanukkah” December 18-23 gets us
out into the community, reaching
unaffiliated families in Sarasota
and Manatee counties. It is free to
attend but not to produce; your
donations help us to fund that
program and many others.

Many of us recently attended a
Veterans Day Erev Shabbat service
recognizing each of our synagogue
members who served in the
military, honoring the sacrifice
they made to keep our country
safe and preserve our freedom.
Now we ask each of you to make a
financial sacrifice to sustain our
synagogue and protect our Jewish
religion and culture for future
generations. Faced with the recent
and continuing wave of
antisemitism in our country and
around the world, we need your
help by contributing to the Annual
Appeal to keep us financially
strong and enable us to thrive now
and into the future.

L’shalom,
Alan Chalfin, President
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HANDS ON HANUKKAH

Jalbing, if 0w the Road

By Gail Glickman

Temple Sinai’s festive Hands on Hanukkah this year is “taking it on the road” in
five different locations throughout the week of Hanukkah. The free programs
open to the community will feature a variety of performers, activities, raffles,
giveaways, mitzvah (social action) projects and a menorah lighting ceremony.
Are you a champion dreidel spinner? Test your skills at the Dreidel

Game /Spinning. There will be a Lego menorah building contest, face painting
and dreidel cookie decorating, which will be fun and tasty. And don’t forget to
take your photo with Daveed the Dreidel or Chana the Chanukiah!

The week kicks off Sunday, December 18, at 4:00PM at the Mall at University
Town Center (UTC) in front of Saks Fifth Avenue with activities, a
performance by Florida Studio Theatre and candle lighting by Temple Sinai’s
Senior Clergy, Chazzan Cliff Abramson.

Monday, December 19, at 5:00PM at Selby Gardens, Lights in Bloom, the
Players Centre for Performing Arts will present Hanukkah dances, and candle
lighting will be by Erik Arroyo, Mayor of the City of Sarasota.

Tuesday, December 20, at 4:00PM at St. Armand’s Circle, Rise Above
Performing Arts Centre will entertain, and Sarah Wertheimer, Executive
Director of Embracing Our Differences, will conduct the candle lighting
ceremony.

Thursday, December 22, from 4:00PM to 6:00PM at Waterside Place at
Lakewood Ranch, sponsored by The Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee,
features Booker High School Modern Band and Shep Englander, CEO of The
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, will be conducting the candle lighting
ceremony.

Friday, December 23, at 6:00PM the week will conclude at Temple Sinai with a
festive service, a concert performance by the Sarasota Jewish Chorale, and
Chazzan Abramson leading the candle lighting ceremony. Dinner open to the
community follows the service, S18 for adults and S5 for children 12 and under.

To register for Friday night dinner, click here.
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TEMPLE SINAI PRESENTS
“ANIGHT AT THE THEATER -
BROADWAY AND MORE!”

By Gail Glickman

You are invited to a special musical performance on Saturday,

December 10, from 7:00pm to 9:00pm at Temple Sinai, by the outstanding
husband-and-wife team, mezzo-soprano Sarah Nordin and bass-baritone
Tyler Putnam. Nordin and Putnam have been delighting audiences across
the country with a variety of American standards and opera, classical and
musical theater songs. The two met while working on a production of
Rodgers and Hammerstein's South Pacific in New Hampshire and have
been touring the country together ever since.

Ms. Nordin has performed with the Metropolitan Opera and toured with
the company in Japan. She is a specialist in operas by Mozart and Rossini.
Praised by Opera News for the “clear beauty” of her voice and her “spot-
on comic timing,” Ms. Nordin has charmed audiences at opera houses in
Tampa, Orlando, St. Petersburg and St. Louis. Most notably, in 2021, Ms.
Nordin made her solo debut at Carnegie Hall.

Mr. Putnam has performed with The Santa Fe Opera, Opera Omaha, and
Manitoba Opera. Possessing a voice described as “robust and resonant” by
TheatreMania and deemed a “standout” by Opera Magazine, Mr. Putnam
is in high demand. World premieres, operettas and musicals further
distinguish the broad scope of his abilities as a singer and actor.

The performance is open to the public. Refreshments will be served
during the intermission. Tickets are $S36 for general seating and $54 for
premium seats (space is limited). For more information and to purchase
your tickets, please click this link.


https://www.templesinai-sarasota.org/event/night-at-broadway.html

BOARD BRIEF FROM
OCTOBER BOT
MEETING

Chazzan Cliff Abramson, Senior Clergy

Chazzan Abramson opened with a message from the Talmud with
exactly how long time really was and the need to come together as
a community to support each other.

Alan Chalfin, President
Alan thanked the Ritual Committee on a job well done with services
over the High Holy Days.

NEW BUSINESS:

Jerry Thomas, Volunteer Kitchen Manager

Some items in the kitchen have been disappearing from the walk-in
cooler and freezer. Looking to change the locks in the kitchen so
this stops happening. He stressed the importance of stopping this
from happening and the need to account for all of the items. The
Board is in agreement for changing the locks and the keys will be in
office. Individuals will need to ask for them to enter the kitchen.

Andrea Eiffert, Director of Communications and Programming
Andrea spoke about marketing and ways to collaborate in a more
effective and efficient way to help our synagogue. We are hosting
more events post-COVID, and the synagogue is busy. We need to
work together, including congregants and the marketing team, to
get the word out regarding events. She spoke regarding e-blasts
and the need to balance them to ensure people continue to read
them and do not unsubscribe. A couple of weeks out from the
event is our target for marketing events.
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BOARD BRIEF FROM
SEPTEMBER BOT
MEETING
(CONTINUED)

She is working on a new Jotform with a reduced number of
questions so we can have a quicker turnaround time. Some
frustrations were noted with events or ideas that need immediate
attention and ways to plan ahead.

Barbara Pollack, VP of Ritual and Ellyn Bender, Immediate Past
President

Barbara and Ellyn discussed website enhancements, including
possible homepage modifications and easier navigation to the
donations page. Ellyn reported there are funds available to hire a
web design consultant, and a meeting will be scheduled to explore
options.

Barbara Pollock, VP of Ritual

Barbara spoke regarding past presidents being part of the pool for
Erev Shabbat Announcements. It was agreed upon that the past
presidents can be included in presenting the announcements. We
discussed that everyone should stand to introduce themselves and
state their role.

David Weiss, VP of Facilities

David spoke regarding ways for the synagogue to save money.
Looking for simple things we all can do every day in little ways to
save. One idea was to schedule evening meetings (which are not
religious or income-generating) only one day during the week to
save money on running the building. This motion was passed. The
building will be dark on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday evenings.
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BOARD BRIEF FROM
SEPTEMBER BOT
MEETING
(CONTINUED)

Alan Chalfin, President and Sherry Thomas, President-Elect
Alan discussed putting a board retreat together to help define and
explore roles and responsibilities.

Women of Sinai and Sinai Men’s Club

These groups requested an organization chart so that members
will know who the leaders are and the way the organization flows.
It was stated that the organizational chart is being worked on as
job descriptions and roles are being added to the chart.
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PROOFREADERS AND
EDITORS NEEDED!

e 2-5hours per week

e Volunteer from home

e Must be detail-oriented and a
stickler for grammar

Click here to volunteer
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~ ANNOUNCING CIRCLE OF
Foiendy

Rob Krasow, VP Development

We are grateful to acknowledge donors, who so far this year have
donated to Temple Sinai in some way or another beyond their
membership commitment fees. Our Circle of Friends are families who
have donated $1,800 or individuals who have gifted S900 in addition
to their dues. We are proud to report that currently over 250
synagogue members are part of the Circle of Friends.

A large component of our Circle of Friends is the crucial Annual
Appeal. Our Past Presidents are spearheading this effort to create a
stronger tomorrow. The goal is 100% participation! As you know,
membership dues do not cover all our expenses. Much the same way,
when you attend our area’s world-class theater, opera or orchestra,
ticket prices do not cover their cost of doing business. We rely on
these gifts for events like Hands on Hanukkah, which are free to
attend but not to create and present.

What does Temple Sinai mean to you? What do you value about
Temple Sinai? As you contemplate these questions, please consider a
gift that matches your love and commitment to Temple Sinai. Please
be generous as you plan your year-end gifting. Consider sharing your
IRA distribution, transferring stock, writing a check, paying by credit
card, via ShulCloud...or maybe transferring bitcoin!

We wish you a healthy and fun holiday season.



December 2022 TABLET BRIEFS
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Circle of Friends

Donors as of November 15, 2022

bappatt

Ner Tamid $10,000 to $24,999
Cahall, Donald & Betty

Richter, Milton
Silvershein, Lisa & Jeffrey

Magen David $5,000 to $9,999
Cohen, Douglas & Janine
Goldblatt, Bob & Judye

Milchman, Mark & Pollack, Lisa
Women of Sinai

TEMPLE SINAI

CONNECT WITH U$
— GROW WITH Us
e CELEBRATE WITH Us...

*Received and Recorded
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Circle of Friends
Donors as of November 15, 2022

ps
gt/

Scribe $1,800 to $4,999

Baseman-Ziomek, Gwen Krasow, Herbert & Elinor
Bloom, Cookie Krasow, Robert
Chalfin, Alan & Fredda Kravitz, Gary & Sandy
Collier, Ronald & Janis Labiner, Charles &
Del Pico, Mark & Elizabeth Miller, Michelle
Eiffert, Andrea & Eric Lachowitzer, Laurie
Epstein, Mitchell & Dawn Levin, Adam & Emily
Fishbein, Alan & Judith Pollack, Barbara & Michael
Freund, David & Nancy Rosen, Marvin &
Huntting, Rabbi Geoff Namiot, Sheila
and Sue Sander, Joseph & Barbara
Hyde, S. F. Schirtzer, Hollace & Hyman
Kamiel, Jerry & Kathie Stern, Richard & Kathryn
Temple Sinai Men's Club

TEMPLE SINAI

CONNECT WITH US
[ GROW WITH Us
—— CELEBRATE WITH U

*Received and Recorded
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TEMPLE SINAI GENERAL FUND
Aravilla

Elaine and Theodore Gast

Debi Prince

Shirley Rose

In Honor of:

Harriet and Don Gersman’s 60th
Wedding Anniversary: Marilyn Ridgway
Emily and Adam Levin becoming
grandparents to twin girls: Joanne and
Alan Trachtenberg

Karen and Daryl Worobow: Roslyn
Worobow

In Appreciation of:

Milton Richter’s generous donation of an
ambulance to Magen David Adom: Ellyn
Bender and Pamela Paschall

In Memory of Arnold Spitalny:
Nancy and James Geisinger
Marilyn and Stuart Goldfarb
Bertha Bodenheimer

Harriet and Marc Rosen
Sandy and Gary Kravitz
Brenda Zlatin

Judith and Leonard Swerdlow
Judy and Zvi Rogovin

Roberta Gerlach

Joanne and Alan Trachtenberg
Eve and Ed Pokornicky

Karen and Daryl Worobow
Gloria Peretz

Harriet and Don Gersman

In Memory of:

Alma Martin: Caren Carr and

Anthony DiRamio

Dr. Irving Harter, father of Sheila
Wollheim: Sheila and Warren Wollheim
Morris Goldberg: Delores Lustig

Jean Green, mother of Vivian McDorman:
Judith and Leonard Swerdlow

CHAZZAN’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Appreciation of:

Chazzan Abramson’s wonderful services for
Temple Sinai: Elinor and Herbert Krasow
Chazzan Abramson, for caring about
temple members: Lorraine Asarch

Barbara and Michael Pollack, for your fine
hospitality: Elana and Mark Margolis

In Memory of Arnold Spitalny:
Rae Ellen and Robert Levene
Doris and Ron Benice

Jane and Marvin Glusman

Betty and Don Cahall

Gillian and Chester ‘Pearl’ Perlinski
Gail Glickman

Ellyn Bender and Pamela Paschall
Deborah Linick

Dorothy and Howard Katz

Karen Witte

In Memory of:

Jean Green, mother of Vivian McDorman:
Elana and Mark Margolis

Brother-in-Law of Kathy and Myron
Bernstein: Elana and Mark Margolis
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CHAZZAN'’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

In Memory of:

Max Lerman: Dorothy and Howard Katz
Bernard Katz: Dorothy and Howard Katz
Ruth Perlinski: Gillian and Chester ‘Pear!’
Perlinski

Edward Glickman, beloved father-in-law:

Gail Glickman

Bill Witte: Gillian and Chester ‘Pearl’
Perlinski

Joan Lappin: Gillian and Chester ‘Pear!’
Perlinski

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH EDUCATION’S
DISCRETIONARY FUND

Cynthia Davis Guttman

Jill and Chris Malkin, for Hands on
Hanukkah

Gillian and Chester Perlinski

In Memory of: Arnold Spitalny
Peggy and Bob Miller
Jamie and Mark Heisler

DIRECTOR OF EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Jamie and Chazzan Cliff Abramson
Lisa and Amir Arbisser

Cecile Alexander

Ellyn Bender and Pamla Paschall
Kathy and Myron Bernstein

Barbara Bryden-Gruenberg and
Michael Gruenberg

Betty and Donald Cahall

Janis and Ronald Collier

DIRECTOR OF EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION'’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
(continued)

Laurie and Mark Criden

Carly and Evan Danzig

Elyse and Marvin Diamond
Catherine and Daniel Eitan
Sondra and Tom Ettlinger

Joyce and Roger Fine

Judy and Eric Fox

Coleen and Marc Freedman
Margo and Barry Friedman
Elaine and Theodore Gast
Roberta Gerlach

Gail Glickman

Jane and Marvin Glusman

Alice and Mark Golub

Hyatt and Josh Helmuth

Rabbi Geoff and Susan Huntting
Lawrence Hurvitz

Harriet Kittner

Cecile and Barry Klayton

Keren and Josh Lifrak

Delores Lustig

Skye and Paul Mata

Elana and Mark Margolis

Peggy and Bob Miller

Caitlin and Michael Moustoukas
Cindy and Michael Nash

Donna and Brian Oshrin

Gillian and Chester ‘Pear!l’ Perlinski
Shelly and Jack Plotnik

Barbara and Michael Pollack
Britt and Noah Riner

Lynn and Jerry Rothenberg
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DIRECTOR OF EARLY CHILDHOOD

EDUCATION’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

(continued)

Lynn and Jerry Rothenberg
Ellen and Sidney Rothschild
Judy and Zvi Rogovin

Harriet and Marc Rosen
Allison and Adam Ross

Heidi and Harris Schild
Patricia and Allan Schreiber
Myrna and Jack Shapiro
Marian Siegel

Lisa And Jeffrey Silvershein
Kathy and Richard Stern
Bonnie and Harvey Sussman
Chloe and Adam Swerdlow
Judith and Leonard Swerdlow
Phyllis and Stephen Swerdlow
Joanne and Alan Trachtenberg
Amy and Stephen Wenke
Karen Witte

Laura and Paul Zatz

In Honor of:

Laura Freedman, for your Mitzvah in
caring for our congregational family:
Donna and Brian Oshrin

In Appreciation of:

Laura Freedman, for your services to the

Gan: Sondra and Tom Ettlinger

In Memory of:

Madeline Hyman, sister of Bonnie Perry:

Joyce and Roger Fine

GAN FUND
Gillian and Chester ‘Pearl’ Perlinski, for
Gan Security

In Honor of:
Harriet and Don Gersman’s 60th
Wedding Anniversary: Myna Stoltz

In Memory of: Arnold Spitalny
Laura Freedman
Ronni and George Freed

CECILE T. ALEXANDER SOUND &
PRODUCTION ENHANCEMENT FUND
In Memory of: Arnold Spitalny

Cecile Alexander

Vivian McDorman

RITUAL PROGRAM
Arkady Koltun, to support the Live
Stream Programs and Services

ANCHIN FUND

In Appreciation of:

Alexandra and Gregory Band: Richard
Ratner

URJ SUMMER PROGRAM SCHOLARSHIP
FUND

In Memory of:

Marvin Scheer: Heidi and Harris Schild
Daniel Schild: Heidi and Harris Schild
Arnold Spitalny: Laurie Lachowitzer
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ROBERT L. BASEMAN FUND FOR THE
ENHANCEMENT AND PROMOTION OF
TEMPLE SINAI

In Appreciation of:

Arnold Baer for spearheading the Sukkah
at Sinai: Elana and Mark Margolis

In Memory of: Arnold Spitalny
Elana and Mark Margolis

FANCHON D. ROSENSTEIN SOCIAL
ACTION FUND (for Mitzvah Day)
Amy and Lance Cassell

Judy and James Feldman

Roberta Gerlach

Jane and Marvin Glusman

Shelley and Gregory Markus

Judith and Zvi Rogovin

Patricia and Allan Schreiber
Suzanne and Michael Weinstein
Amy and Stephen Wenke

Laura and Paul Zatz

Joanne and Alan Trachtenberg

Judy and Leonard Swerdlow

Elaine Kampmann

Laurie Lachowitzer

Annette and Arthur Kirshner

Lisa and Amirr Arbisser

Barbara Bryden Gruenberg and Michael
Gruenberg

In Memory of: Dori Davis, beloved mom
and mother-in-law and grandma
Shelley and Gregory Markus

ADULT PROGRAM FUND

In Honor of:

Andrea Eiffert, for organizing the best
pizza truck party ever: Renae and
Stephen Lasday

Dr. Michael Gordon’s fantastic job
officiating the October 28 Erev Shabbat
Service: Ellyn Bender and Pamela
Paschall

In Memory of: Jason Scott Kobrin
Sara Konvitz

SHERRY LINHART FLOWER FUND
Michelle Portnow Rivas and Jimmy Rivas

In Memory of: Arnold Spitalny
Marilyn and Paul Blankman

PICK ME UP RIDES FUND
In Memory of: Bill Witte
Lisa Nueslein

Thonib g
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(WE REMEMBER THEM)

The family of Joan Lappin our congregant,
who died on October 24, 2022.

Loraine Asarch for her father, Max Bennett
Sheila and Ron Bellamy for Rose B. Carmel
Betty and Don Cahall for Penny Buss
Dolores Carl for Alfred Carl

Emilie Coopersmith for Jerry Coopersmith

Geraldine and Leonard Drexler
Anne for Okonowsky Brooks

Diana and Lawrence Ehrlich for Sylvia Lewis
and Leon Ehrlich

Sally Lucke Elkes for Dr. Joel Elkes

Eleanor and Bruce Feldman for Sylvia
Doniger

Irene and Robert Fritsch for Harry Friutsch
and Rebecca Kaplan

Maxine Goodheim for Willard Goodheim and
Rebecca Goodheim

Barbara Bryden Gruenberg and Michael
Gruenberg for Maria Norina Gorelick

Micki Sherin Evans and Eugene Evans for Phil
Sherin and Mike Molack

Marilyn Katz for Gayle Katz Feingold
Clara Kopel for Arnold Spitalny

Myrna and Herbert Lauber for Harry
Mayersohn

Rae Ellen and Robert Levene for Karl H.
Strohl

Delores Lustig for Stanley Lustig

Barbara Mandel for Muriel Sachs
Nancy and Pierre Menard for Alfred Carl

Marlene and Calvin Miller for David Miller for
Rose Blum

Irving Mishkin for Norman Finkelstein

Gillian Lash Perlinski and Chester Perlinski
for Jonathan D. Lash

Eve and Ed Pokornicky for Lilian Neviaser
Marilyn Ridgway for Arnold Spitalny

Judy and Zvi Rogovin for father of Judy
Rogovin, Paul Schoenfeld

Sheila Namiot and Marvin Rosen for Arnold
Spitalny

Roz Rosenthal for Ron Rosenthal, Richard
Finn and Sandra Finn

Ellen and Sidney Rothschild for Oscar Bretz

Barbara and Jonathan Ryder for Simon
Gershon

Gail and Ronald Schimel for Jane Schimel and
Ruth Springer

Mimi Seitman for husband, Murray Seitman
Cynthia and Arthur Solomon for Hy Solomon

Bonnie and Harvey Sussman for Lydia
Weisberg

Janet Tolbert for Eve Rintzler and Leon
Rintzler

Sheila and Warren Wollheim for Ella
Wollheim

Zichronam Livracha
May their memories be for a blessing.
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WHO WE ARE

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

CHAZZAN CLIFF ABRAMSON

SENIOR CLERGY
Email: ChazzanAbramson@templesinai-sarasota.org

ey

SENIOR STAFF MEMBERS

ANDREA EIFFERT | DIRECTOR OF
COMMUNICATIONS AND PROGRAMMING
Email: aeiffert@templesinai-sarasota.org
Phone: (941) 924-1802, option 6

LAURA FREEDMAN | DIRECTOR OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Email: laura@templesinai-sarasota.org
Phone: (941) 926-9462

BETHANY LEINWEBER | DIRECTOR OF YOUTH
EDUCATION AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
Email: bleinweber@templesinai-sarasota.org
Phone: (941) 263-2015

MARIAN SIEGEL | CONTROLLER /ADMINISTRATOR
Email: msiegel@templesinai-sarasota.org

STAFF MEMBERS
OFFICE CUSTODIAL YOUTH
TINA BARAN HORACIO VALDIVIA DELGADILLO ~ JOSH LEINWEBER

tina@templesinai-sarasota.org  custodian@templesinai-sarasota.org  Jleinweber@templesinai-sarasota.org

CONTACT US

e office@templesinai-sarasota.org e (941) 924-1802 @ www.templesinai-sarasota.org

4631 S Lockwood Ridge Rd.
Sarasota, FL 34231
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