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“Welcoming” implies that we encourage and extend opportunities to
others to join our programs, classes, services and community. We do
this and do it well! But what about creating a feeling of “belonging” for
all? Making sure everyone feels they belong means that we take
measures to co-create an environment with our synagogue community
in which there is space and a voice for all. It means being open to
changing the way we do things in order to ensure all who enter not only
feel welcome but also want to belong because they “feel” that they
belong. 

Together we can do this!

Temple Sinai is the most welcoming synagogue in
town, but can we take it a step further? 



what you are free from this year that you were not free from last year.
It was wise advice since many are held captive by something during
the course of any given year. It is healthy to examine what you have
been freed from over the past year - whether a deadline, illness or
perhaps a spiritual crisis - that resembles the freeing from bondage
that the Israelites experienced. This is more than a symbolic gesture as
we have likely all experienced both the feeling of arrested personal
growth when we are shackled by something, and the exhilarating
feeling of personal freedom when we have gotten beyond the problem.

Since the time I wrote that first article, I became aware of a piece of
the puzzle that I think was missing from my former teacher’s advice.
The missing piece came to me through a very clear message I found in
the way we pray and how I believe it relates to the way we celebrate
Passover. Admittedly, despite its clarity that message had eluded me
for some time. 

A weekday worship service differs from a Shabbat service in a
particular way. During the week, the Amidah (the part of the service
where we stand to say the Avot V’Imahot and the G’vurot, which starts
with “Adonai S’fatai….) is followed by eighteen (really nineteen)
benedictions. In these benedictions there are many requests of God.
We ask God to hear our voices, for forgiveness, good health and
several other things. On Shabbat there is only one benediction. While
it is true that there is a prayer that asks God to be accepting of our
worship, the only real request of God is for peace. In the Shabbat
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A few years ago I wrote a Tablet article in which I
shared some practical advice from a wonderful teacher
at HUC about how to make the most of the Passover
holiday experience. My teacher was prolific author
Carol Ochs and she said that the most basic thing one
can do to make Passover meaningful is to determine



Evening service we sing Shalom Rav and in the Shabbat Morning
service we sing Sim Shalom. In both cases we are asking for peace.
This timeless request provides a sense of looking forward and is the
last of the benedictions before the silent prayer. This sense of looking
ahead mirrors what we do on Passover in a remarkable way.
While my teacher’s sound advice to think back is always helpful to
make Passover personal, looking forward is the very culmination of
how we make meaning of Passover each year. Just as the prayer for
peace ends a very important part of our worship service; a request for
peace ends the telling of our Passover story every year. In the
Haggadah we read the following passage: “Peace for Us! Peace for
everyone. For all people, this is our hope: Next year in Jerusalem! Next
year may All be free!” Is this too not about looking ahead? 

May you all have the sweetest of Passovers, filled with knowledge and
freedom from what no longer binds you and the hope that the year to
come will be filled with peace.

L’Shalom,

Chazzan Cliff Abramson
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At Temple Sinai, we have dovetailed the Life & Legacy™ program
with our Rabbi Geoffrey Huntting Endowment Fund, consolidating
our efforts to provide a secure home for future generations. Our
Rabbi Geoffrey Huntting Endowment Fund now totals $465,000.
This year we received a Life & Legacy gift of $9,300 from the Alan
and Beverly Fendrick Charitable Remainder Trust.

Our Life & Legacy™ team continues to work to increase our
resources and plan for our future by increasing the size of our
endowment to make a meaningful contribution to Temple Sinai's
annual budget. The ultimate goal of an endowment is to provide an
organization with a steady stream of funds. Ideally, according to
the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, 20% or more of an
organization’s operating funds should come from its endowment. If
membership or fundraising dips – or a pandemic abruptly arrives
on the scene – the organization will have funds so as not to teeter
on the verge of collapse.

On Friday, March 3, the Life & Legacy™ team hosted the Donor
Appreciation Shabbat Service expressing gratitude to our donors.
After a delicious Oneg Shabbat sponsored by Life & Legacy™, team
members and donors participated in a Rhythm and Jews service led
by Chazzan Abramson. Pierre and Nancy Menard greeted our
donors and Rob Krasow provided remarks on behalf of the ailing
Janine Cohen thanking our donors. Laurie Lachowitzer and Elana
Margolis handled the announcements on behalf of the Board
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and Larry Linhart opened the ark. Finally, Karen and Daryl
Worobow chanted the Kiddush and Motzi and Barbara and Mike
Pollack served as ushers. 

You, too, can join with 70 plus donors and be remembered forever
at Temple Sinai with a gift from your will, trust, retirement account
or life insurance policy. To quote Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel,
“Every individual is a pillar on which the future of Judaism rests.”

On behalf of the Life & Legacy Team
Janine Cohen, Chair

Life & Legacy™  is a program sponsored by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation,
a philanthropic organization established in 1991 and deeply committed to
charitable giving, primarily in the Jewish world.
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MEETING SUMMARY

VP of Administration: Myron Bernstein will continue on past this
term.
Pearl Perlinski will be replacing David Weiss as VP of Facilities
Incoming Trustees will be Michael Rubin and Florey Miller
Amy Drachman, Leigh Gordon and Alyssa Mandel have agreed to
serve on the Nominating Committee next year.

President’s Remarks: Alan Chalfin spoke regarding the Jewish Food
Festival, which he said was an "absolute joy.” He thanked the Event
Chair, Patty Glah, her committee and all the volunteers. He also
commented that Chavurot Shabbat was fabulous, the feeling of
community is back and the difference is evident.

Nominating Committee Update: Ellyn Bender shared updates with the
board:

Live Control: VP of Ritual, Barbara Pollack, proposed transitioning to
static streaming instead of livestreaming. The advantage of this is that
there is no cost, however, there would be no live operator and the
camera angle would not move during the streaming. Some expressed
concerns if livestreaming is unavailable, then some members who are
homebound would be unable to attend service and we might lose their
membership. We have a few more months of paid livestream credits so
the issue will be revisited again in the coming months.

Honors: VP of Ritual, Barbara Pollack, addressed that moving forward
bimah honors should only be offered to synagogue members.

Board  of  Trustees
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MEETING SUMMARY

Possible Gan Expansion: Laura Freedman, Director of Early Childhood
Education provided a proposal of what a possible Gan expansion would
entail. Laura presented the following things that need to be explored to
determine if an expansion is feasible and financially advantageous:
construction costs, increased training and credentials needed for
teaching staff, extra two rooms and extra teachers. Laura expressed
that the possibility of including a baby room would make the most
logical sense. More discussions will be forthcoming. 

Line of Credit Update: VP of Finance, Marvin Rosen provided an update
on our line of credit. The line of credit has been approved and the
specifics align with board expectations.

Security: Trustee and Security Chair, Pearl Perlinski, reported that a lot
goes on behind the scenes regarding security. He stated that the
synagogue doors are always locked. The security guard is the first line
of defense with security cameras on and the guards know where
everyone is at all times. With respect to the Gan and JQuest, someone
always has a radio to keep security and communication tight. Active
shooter training has been provided and he is working with the Jewish
Federation and participates in government Zoom calls. The current
security requirement is that if over 25 people are expected to attend an
event security must be scheduled. Security must be scheduled for all
facility rentals as well.

Board  of  Trustees
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MEETING SUMMARY

Casino Night Caterer Approval: Pearl reported that Atria catering has
been chosen as the caterer for Casino Night and has been trained on
kitchen rules and regulations. Additionally, there are cameras in the
kitchen now. So as long as a catering company is on the approved list,
there is a procedure in place so we don't need board approval to use
them moving forward.

Member Reach Out: President-Elect, Sherry Thomas, requested that
board members contact members as a way to connect and reach out to
members. Each board member will call 10-15 synagogue members.

Calendar Process Update: Director of Communications and
Programming, Andrea Eiffert, presented a flow chart demonstrating the
process by which events will be added to the calendar for the upcoming
fiscal year. Andrea explained how the process works to get events
marketed and requested that people don't wait until the last minute to
make their requests. The protocols need to be followed strictly so we
can promote as many events as possible and also be able to
accommodate quality events that come to us last minute.

Long-Term Strategic Task Force Update: Sherry Thomas reiterated
that this task force is a long-term commitment with only a few
meetings completed at this time. This task force will give periodic
updates as needed.

Board  of  Trustees
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FOR MORE INFORMATION AND OUR COMPLETE CALENDAR, VISIT: 
www.templesinai-sarasota.org/calendar

EVENTS
Upcoming Featured

https://www.templesinai-sarasota.org/event/passover-seder.html
https://www.templesinai-sarasota.org/event/familypassoverseder.html
https://www.templesinai-sarasota.org/event/casino-night.html
https://www.templesinai-sarasota.org/event/antisemitism-in-the-21st-century-how-to-confront-the-worlds-longest-hatred-today.html
https://www.templesinai-sarasota.org/event/sinai-solos.html
https://www.templesinai-sarasota.org/event/sundays-at-sinai.html
https://www.templesinai-sarasota.org/event/community-yom-haatzmaut-celebration1.html
https://www.templesinai-sarasota.org/calendar
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https://www.templesinai-sarasota.org/annual-appeal.html
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For the 2023 Temple Sinai Donor Roll through 
February 10, click here.

https://www.templesinai-sarasota.org/annual-appeal.html
https://images.shulcloud.com/13735/uploads/Member-Documents/Annual-Appeal-Donor-Lists/DonorRollThrough2.10.23.pdf
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TRIBUTES

TEMPLE SINAI GENERAL FUND
Aravilla

In Honor of:
Betty Burstyn Cahall: Beth Sperber
Fredda Chalfin’s birthday: Alan Chalfin

Speedy Recovery of:
Vivian McDorman: Judith and Leonard
Swerdlow

In Memory of: 
Rose Hoffing, Sheila Wollheim’s aunt:
Sheila and Warren Wollhein
Aunt Bea Wollheim (Little Bea),
Warren Wollheim’s aunt: Sheila and
Warren Wollheim
Sheila Lash, mother and mother-in-
law of Gillian and Chester ‘Pearl’
Perlinski: Harriet and Marc Rosen
Sheila Lash: Betty and Richard
Greenspan
Sheila Lash: Diana and Lawrence
Ehrich
Sheila Lash: Holly Schirtzer
Sheila Lash: Laura and David Einstein
Hyman Schirtzer: Betty and Richard
Greenspan
Lillian Marenberg: Eleanor and Bruce
Feldman
Hyman Polakoff: Mickie and Jerry Kaye
Lynne M. Gordon: Leigh and Michael
Gordon

Hyman Polakoff: Karen Witte
Hyman Schirtzer: Carey Cohen

CHAZZAN’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Holly Schirtzer

In Honor of: 
Patty Schreiber’s special birthday: Betty
and Don Cahall

In Appreciation of:
Chazzan Abramson’s beautiful
Celebration of Life service for Sheila
Lash, Gillian’s mother: Gillian and
Chester ‘Pearl’ Perlinski

Speedy Recovery of:
Ellen Rothschild: Gillian and Chester
‘Pearl’ Perlinski

In Memory of Hyman Schirtzer:
Barbara Greer-Picoult
Kathleen and William Hedges
Ree and Tom Marco
Mary Angela Dundon
Lisa and Jeffrey Silvershein
Laraine and Lowell Fine
Sheryl Ranzman

In Memory of:
Sheila Lash: Lisa and Jeffrey Silvershein
Ruth Lerman: Dorothy and Howard Katz
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TRIBUTES
(CONTINUED)

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH EDUCATION’S
DISCRETIONARY FUND
Tiffany Caldwell and David Freeman,
for the lunch
Lauren and Brian Hersh, for the Jacob
‘Spike’ Kraus family luncheon 
Gillian and Chester ‘Pearl’ Perlinski
Jennifer and Bradley Weitzner, for the
dinner

DIRECTOR OF EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION’S DISCRETIONARY
FUND
In Memory of:
Linda Politzer: Joyce and Roger Fine

GAN FUND
In Memory of:
Sheila Lash: Kathryn and Richard
Stern
Harold M. Stern: Kathryn and Richard
Stern
Rosalie Finkel, mother of Judith
Swerdlow: Judith and Leonard
Swerdlow

ANCHIN FUND
In Memory of: 
Sheila Lash, mother and mother-in-law
of Gillian and Chester ‘Pearl’ Perlinski:
Ellen and Sidney Rothschild
David Krantz, father of Gail Glickman:
Gail Glickman

SHERRY LINHART FLOWER FUND
Speedy Recovery of:
Holly Schirtzer: Gillian and Chester
‘Pearl’ Perlinski

In Memory of:
Sheila Lash: Patricia Pyka
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David Freeman and Tiffany Caldwell on the
death of David’s brother, Michael Freeman,
who passed away on February 28, 2023.

Jerry and Mickie Kaye on the death of Jerry’s
sister, Elaine Rose, who passed away on
March 5, 2023

To the family of Margery Shurberg, Temple
Sinai congregant, who died on March 19,
2023.

Lorraine Asarch in memory of her niece,
Nicole Eisenberg and father-in-law, Henry
Asarch.

Kathy and Myron Bernstein in memory of
Irving Bernstein.

Vicki and Richard Boslow in memory of
Hyman Schirtzer. 

Amy Drachman in memory of Allan Drachman
and Sheila Lash.

Judith and Herbert Gofman in memory of
Lola Safier and Edith Safier.

Carole and Fred Gorin in memory of Anita
Winer.

Maxine Goodheim in memory of Norman
Carmel and Isadore Goodheim.

Marilyn Katz in memory of her mother, Ruth
Gottlieb.

Mickie and Jerry Kaye in memory of Jacob N.
Kliegman, Dutchy Kliegman and Joseph
Kolichstein.

Lois and Brian Levinsohn in memory of
Seymour Kirschman.

Martha Magenheim in memory of Milton
Magenhein. 

Peggy and Bob Miller in memory of Harry
Miller.

Irving Mishkin in memory of Ruth Mishkin.

Susanne and Henry Mosler in memory of 
 Belle Popluder.

Judith and Howard Polivy in memory of
Howard's father, Irwin Polivy.

Lynn and Jerry Rothenberg in memory of
Martin Krumholz.

Judith and Zvi Rogovin in memory of mother
of Judy Rogovin, Rachel Schoenfeld.

Carol and Joe Rubin in memory of Hyman
Schirtzer.

Francine and Paul Schatz in memory of Lillian
Marder Schatz.

Patricia and Allan Schreiber in memory of
Ruth Biggard and Fannie Gross.

Bonnie and Harvey Sussman in memory of
Evelyn Sussman.

Laura and Paul Zatz in memory of Rebecca
Wilkinsky.

CONDOLENCES AND
YAHRZEITS

WE REMEMBER THEM

Zichronam
Livracha  

May their memories
be for a blessing.



4631 S Lockwood Ridge Rd.
Sarasota, FL 34231

STAFF CONTACT
INFORMATION

CHAZZAN CLIFF ABRAMSON
SENIOR CLERGY

SENIOR STAFF MEMBERS
ANDREA EIFFERT | DIRECTOR OF
COMMUNICATIONS AND PROGRAMMING
Email: aeiffert@templesinai-sarasota.org
Phone: (941) 924-1802, option 6

LAURA FREEDMAN | DIRECTOR OF EARLY
CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
Email: laura@templesinai-sarasota.org
Phone: (941) 926-9462

BETHANY LEINWEBER | DIRECTOR OF YOUTH
EDUCATION AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
Email: bleinweber@templesinai-sarasota.org
Phone: (941) 263-2015

MARIAN SIEGEL | CONTROLLER/ADMINISTRATOR
Email: msiegel@templesinai-sarasota.org

OFFICE CUSTODIAL

TINA BARAN
tina@templesinai-sarasota.org

HORACIO VALDIVIA DELGADILLO
custodian@templesinai-sarasota.org

YOUTH

JOSH LEINWEBER
Jleinweber@templesinai-sarasota.org

CONTACT US

Email: ChazzanAbramson@templesinai-sarasota.org
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