
  

OCTOBER  2020 VOLUME  XXIV   NUMBER 4 

4631 South Lockwood Ridge Rd., Sarasota, FL 34231 
   (enter ONLY from Proctor Road between Beneva and Swift Roads) 

         Phone (941) 924-1802    www.SINAISRQ.org      

             Anonymous 

Covid-19 Temple Sinai Tablet Digital Edition 



2 

 

 

  IMPORTANT  
TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

 

 

SINAI OFFICE                                (941) 924-1802 
 

    OFFICE ADMINISTRATION:  
        TINA BARAN                                     PRESS 1     
    CONTROLLER/ADMINISTOR:             PRESS 4 
        MARIAN SIEGEL 
     

THE GAN: LAURA FREEDMAN     (941) 926-9462 
 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH EDUCATION, OUTREACH 
AND ENGAGEMENT:   

         BETHANY LEINWEBER        (941) 263-2015 

 
The Tablet is published for the sole purpose of  

disseminating information about the 
 happenings and events at Temple Sinai. 

 
Mickie Kaye, Editor     
Jerry Kaye, Consultant  
Proof Readers:   

Gail Glickman, Phyllis Lasky  

SPECIAL NOTES: 
 

Though we are physically 
distancing ourselves for all  
our health and safety, we are 
continuing to find ways to 
socially and emotionally 

connect, grow and celebrate. 
 

Please refer to pages 10-11 of 
this tablet along with visiting 
Temple Sinai's website and 

Facebook page. 
 

Temple Sinaiõs Website: 
https://templesinai-sarasota.org/ 

 

Temple Sinaiõs Facebook Page: 
https://www.facebook.com/ 

templesinaisarasota/?ref=bookmarks 

 

During this Covid-19 crisis,  
if the temple office is not available, 

please contact 
Temple Sinai Clergy directly for the 

following: 
 

* čf you hear of a congregant who is ill 
or in the hospital 

* čf you have a death to report 

* If you have a Yahrzeit that you 
would like read or changed 

 

RABBI SAMANTHA KAHN 
rabbikahn@sinaisrq.org 

 

CHAZZAN CLIFF ABRAMSON  
chazzancwa@aol.com 

 TABLET DEADLINE 
 articles, flyers and photographs  

 

for the NOVEMBER issue, 
no later than OCTOBER 1ST.  

 

All text, flyers and best photos  
(refer to emailed info) must be   

e-mailed to mickietablet@gmail.com.  

     (941) 376-0708 
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Chazzan Cliff Abramson 

WHAT I LEARNED FROM A 

VIRTUAL HIGH HOLIDAY SEASON  

 

After tripping over microphone wires for the 
hundredth time and finding new places in my home 
to store lighting equipment and boom stands, I was 
faced with one last challenge. It seemed that even 
my newest computers were not new enough to 
handle the Zoom requirements for the use of a 
virtual background. I had no choice but to go out 
and buy a new computer. Was this really what the 
High Holy Days are about? I was searching for 
some guidance on the matter and I finally found it. 

 

For help with this relatively deep dilemma, I 
searched through all the usual places for a deeper 
meaning to our most sacred of holidays. Inspiration 
from the sages did not help and neither did our 
more contemporary guides. No one seemed to be 
able to address my query. How do we celebrate the 
New Year and reflect on what we need to do to start 
afresh  after we come to the end of the Neila 
Service on Yom Kippur: how can we try  to be our 
best selves in the year to come, while staring at a 
computer screen? And, how, even more to the point 
for me, as a cantor, how can I assist in this 
endeavor when I am praying to a camera?  
 

No, my answer did not come from Rabbi Akiva, 
Rabbi Heschel or even Rabbi Sacks. Mind you, 
more often than not these sages have had answers 
for me. This time I found my answer from a new and 
much less educated and spiritual source. It was Rav 
Google. I am by no means making light of this 
situation. What I needed to learn, I found in a 
Google search for a colleague to whom I had not 
spoken for some time.  
 

I had lost my rabbinic colleagueôs contact 
information and was searching for the synagogue I 
believe he was currently serving. What my search 
revealed was a listing of different synagogues with 
the following words next to their websites: ñFor 
technical assistance for this yearôs High Holiday 
Services call/click here.ò It seems everyone was 
having some kind of problem; - at least technically. 
It was then that I found my answer. I felt like the 
man pulling at the bars of a cage never realizing 
that the side of the cage with the door was unlocked 
and open. 
 

Yes, it is true that as a cantor, as your cantor, I miss 
not being able to pray in the same room as you. And 
yes, having to pray virtually is a far cry from simple 
exchange of energy that comes from being together. 
But, the answer was not to come from getting a 

better microphone, a different computer or even a 
professional lighting setup. While these are all 
technical problems that accompany the need to pray 
together virtually, the real technical problem is not 
technical at all. 
 

My father told me that when he was still just a little 
boy his family was too poor to officially join a 
synagogue. Although they could come to some 
services, the Kol Nidre Service was far too crowded 
for them to come for free. Even though my 
grandfatherôs family was related to the millionaire 
Harry Fischel, who was then Vice-President of the 
Hebrew Free Loan Society, Beth Israel Medical 
Center and Beth Hamedrash Hadadol on the Lower 
East Side,  no money came for my dadôs family to 
go to services in New York. Instead came a 78 rpm 
recording of Yosselle Rosenblattôs Kol Nidre. Of 
course, they had no gramophone to use, but a 
neighbor allowed them to borrow theirs for the 
holiday season. 
 

My father told me that every time they would play 
the record, the whole family would be moved to 
tears -  not just at Rosenblattôs rendering of the 
prayer but in the hope that if they did a better job as 
human beings, the year ahead would be better for 
the world and for them. Well, here I am in Sarasota, 
Florida, one of the most beautiful places in the 
world, sharing this story. 
 

Virtual or not, the question is one of Kavanah (inner 
intention), which is the technical assistance that we 
all need. The way we can we learn to be better 
connected with the core values of our tradition is 
what makes a High Holy Day Season meaningful. 
Whether we are together in person, on Zoom, or 
simply listening to a heartfelt prayer on a borrowed 
gramophone, what we feel in our hearts is the key to 
our growth for the coming year.  
 

After hours of studying the algorithms of Zoom and 
the best equipment for live streaming, let me share 
with you that the best technical assistance you can 
find already exists in your heart. 
 

May the year ahead be filled with acts of loving 
kindness that come from this very special place in 
each of us. 
 

BôShalom, 

FROM YOUR CLERGY  
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SINAI  MENõS CLUB     
We begin this monthôs article with 
a simple question.  Have you sent 
your dues in yet?  Here it is 
October, and you have been 
inundated with emails, letters, 
ShulCloud announcements and 

even perhaps a personal phone call.  So, what are 
you waiting for?  We are trying to continue to 
provide programming, albeit virtual, and we look 
forward to your participation and support. 
 

Have you participated in the SMC Book Club?  We 
meet every third Thursday at 12:30 p.m. Check the 
announcements for the latest book, or email Allan 
Schreiber for more information. 
 

Have you participated in a Schmooze?  We meet 
once a month.  Check the latest announcements or 
email Mark Criden for additional information 
 

What about the newly formed Film Forum?  We will 
be meeting again in October.  Check the 
announcements for more information, or email 
Malcolm Roberts for a personalized informational 
response. 
 

We will be having our first Breakfast on November 
8th.  We are currently finalizing our program and 
speaker.  Stay tuned.  We wonôt be serving 
breakfast, but that doesnôt mean that we wonôt be 
thinking about breakfast as well as having a great 
speaker. 
 

Keep informed. You might just find programs 
that suit you. We welcome suggestions as we 
continue to navigate our virtual world. 
 

We in the SMC wish you all a happy Sukkot.  We 
are saddened that our joint service and brunch with 
the WOS will not be happening this year.  It makes 
us just that more anxious to look forward to next 
year when we can all be together again as we 
celebrate the High Holy Days and Sukkot. 
 

Lô Shalom, 
 

Malcolm Roberts 
Richard Brown 
Co-Presidents 

SMC FAMOUS SCHMOOZES  

 

For questions/reservations, contact 

Mark Criden  

criden@gmail.com  

(716) 713 - 0014  

 

   TREE OF LIFE 
 

    A Dove is $300;  
      a Leaf is $150.   

 
   For information, contact  

   Barry Friedman at 
   barryafriedman@aol.com 

 

The Temple Sinai Menôs Club (SMC) is 
comprised of members who 

value fellowship and who work together for the 
betterment of Temple Sinai. 

 
The Club is dedicated to promoting and 
advancing spiritual and social activities. 

 
Howard Polivy, Membership Chairman 

cell: (571)228-0063    teachtel21@frontier.com 

SMC BOOK CLUB  

3rd Thursday  

of the month  

 

Allan Schreiber at  

allanschreiber@yahoo.com  
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ANNUAL  APPEAL  2020/5781  
Our Annual Appeal has been underway for a month and weôve received a 
tremendous outpouring of support from our membership. Even before the 
official campaign launch on Rosh Hashanah, members donated more than 
$40,000 to ensure we secure the necessary donations to build a bridge to a 
better year.  
 

If you havenôt taken the opportunity to contribute as of  yet, please open your 
hearts and wallets and give generously to help us build that bridge. If you 

donated last year, please increase your gift by 10%. If you didnôt participate last year, please give at least 
$18. Every gift matters.  
 

Please join us in thanking our hard-working Campaign Cabinet who are dedicated to ensuring our success. 
Hats off to President Ellyn Bender, Greg and Alexandra Band, Alan and Fredda Chalfin, Betty and Don 
Cahall, Janine Cohen, Judy and Bob Handleman, Elana Margolis, Pearl Perlinski, Dori and Mark Spector, 
Jamie and Mark Heisler, David Stein, Len and Judy Swerdlow, Cookie Bloom, Daryl Worobow, Carole 
Gorin, Ilene Gelber, Gary Kravitz, Tony and Jan Joseph, Richard Stollman, Ted Gast and Rich Greenspan. 
Thank you to Peggy Miller, Judy Feldman and Suzanne Weinstein for getting our mailing out.   
 

Please save them - and yourself - a nudging reminder call and make your gift now.  
 

Chag Sameach Sukkot and Simchat Torah. Thank you for your kind and generous support.  
 

Mark and Laurie Criden, Co-Chairpersons  

DEVELOPMENT : VIRTUAL  BINGO 
Dear Congregants,  
 
 I just wanted to say thank you to all of you who participated in our first Virtual Bingo event on Saturday, 
August 22, 2020.  The turnout was fantastic!  We had a total of 72 registrations.   Congratulations to the four 
winners ï Bonnie Sussman, Charley Madell Turon, Suzy Smuckler and the big winner, David Einstein.  I 
would like to thank Jamie Heisler and Risa Segal from the Communications Committee for their hard work in 
promoting this event.  I also want to thank Laura Einstein, VP of Development, and Bethany Leinweber, 
Director of Youth Education, Outreach and Engagement, who assisted me in making sure this was a total 
success 
 
Following the event, a survey was sent out.  The comments received indicated that it was a well-organized, 
easy and fun virtual event that most of you would like to see repeated on either a monthly or bi-monthly 
basis.  Because of the overwhelming positive responses, we will be hosting another Virtual Bingo very soon!  
Please keep your eyes open after the High Holy Days for a Bingo announcement.  

 

Best regards, 
 

Chester W. Perlinski, Jr. (Pearl) 
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 HAPPY BIRTHDAY !          RITUAL  

October 1 
Robert Fritsch 
 

October 2 
Nancy VeShancey 
 

October 3 
Tiffany Caldwell 
 

October 4 
Laurie Lachowitzer 
 

October 5 
David Freeman 
Joni Mandel 
 

October 7 
Raymond Swart 
 

October 8 
Cheryl Cooper 
 

October 9 
Sandra Coran 
Edward Safran 
 

October 10 
Elyse Gordon 
 

October 12 
Janine Cohen 
Paul Zatz 
 

October 14 
Ronald Shapo 
 

October 15 
Louis Lasday 
 

October 16 
Micki Sherin Evans 
Felton Marans 
Donna Orlove 
 

October 17 
Benjamin Labiner 
Sharon Pines 
Jerold Stone 

As I sit down to write this article in ear-
ly September, the world is certainly a 
different place. Here at Temple Sinai, 
we have met the challenge, and contin-
ue to bring you virtual services for the 
High Holy Days, festivals, and Erev 

Shabbat. The time and effort that Rabbi Kahn and 
Chazzan Abramson have put into developing these 
beautiful and spiritually meaningful services contin-
ue to amaze me. A special thank you to Laura & 
David Einstein, Gillian & Pearl Perlinski, and their 
committee for the organization and filming of the 
honors for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
 

The month of October corresponds to the Hebrew 
month of Tishri and Cheshvan. While the fall holi-
day season officially ends with Sukkot and Simchat 
Torah, we have our Erev Shabbat Services that 
continue to bring joy and hopefully some rest into 
our virtual lives. On October 2, we will have our Er-
ev Shabbat Sukkot Service, and on Saturday morn-
ing we will welcome the first day of Sukkot with our 
Shabbat morning Service at 10:30 a.m. The WOS 
will be participating in this service. Thank you to 
Dobbie Linick for organizing the service, and Peggy 
Miller for her dôvorah Torah.   I will miss gathering in 
the Sukkah  and shaking the Lulav and Etrog as a 
congregation, but I hope many of you are able to 
build your own sukkah at home.  
 

The joy continues with the October 9 Erev Shabbat 
Consecration Service with grades K-2. Please 
use the links on our website and enjoy the smiling 
faces of our youngest students as they begin their 
Jewish education. The following day, October 10, 
will be our Shemini Atzeret and Yizkor Shabbat Ser-
vice at 10:30 a.m. The weekend continues with 
Simchat Torah on Sunday, October 11 at 9:00 
a.m. The month of Tishri eases into Cheshvan, 
when on October 23 we will join our third graders as 
they help lead the Erev Shabbat Services. 
 

As our ñnew normalò continues with virtual services, 
I want to remind you that even though we are not 
physically connected, we are spiritually connected 
through the wonders of Zoom and YouTube. Please 
refer to the weekly email schedule of virtual events, 
as well as the temple website for login information 
and links to our services.  
 

Thank you to all of you who have graciously record-
ed the honors of candle lighting, kiddush and motzi. 
 

Judy Swerdlow, VP Ritual  
 

 

October 18 
Molly Gersh 
Stanley Goldsmith 
Shelley Prada 
 

October 19 
Jean Andriesse 
 

October 21 
Scott Engel 
Jean Fox 
Elizabeth Zimtbaum 
 

October 22 
Joan Sands 
Leonard Swerdlow 
Karen Witte 
 

October 24 
Fletcher Wyatt 
 

October 25 
Roslyn Bassin 
Amelia Brock 
Lori Dreffin 
 

October 26 
Jerry Maliot 
 

October 28 
Karen Weiner 
 

October 29 
Allan Gersman 
 

October 30 
Vivian McDorman 
 

October 31 
Dobbie Linick 

Please join with us as we wish  

Happy Birthday to our fellow 

congregants who are celebrating 

their special day in October.  

Membership Matters!  
 

Elana Margolis,  
VP Membership 

elanatemple@aol.com 
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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

Ellyn Bender, President 

 
We hear: 
 
Temple Sinai is always asking me for money 
Why should I pay my commitment fee (ñduesò) when everything is virtual? 
Why isnôt Religious School free? 
Why do we need sponsors for events that cost us money? 
Every email wants me to donate money 
Whatôs happening to all this money I pay? 
 
Temple Sinai is a non-profit religious institution. That means that we donôt make money. So why do we fundraise? 
Simple ï our income (revenue) from membership fees is less than 50% of our operating expenses. And our operat-
ing costs include everything we do to support our educational programs and ritual services; our Clergy and staff, our 
teachers, supplies, telephones, safety and security, utilities, building maintenance, and so on. Fundraising of all 
kinds ï Annual Appeal, donations, WOS and SMC, Food Festival, and Gala, to name a few ï make up the differ-
ence.  
 
Covid-19 Impact on the Budget 
The Board of Trustees passed its annual budget for fiscal 2020-21 (July 1, 2020- June 30, 2021) as required at the 
onset of the shutdown. Not being able to assess the impending impact of COVID-19, it reflected the good financial 
year we were experiencing in 2019-20 in which our members gave generously. It would have been our best financial 
year everéuntil mid-March struck.  
The Board has been measuring the impact of this pandemic on our income and expenses. We shut down on March 
13, 2020. The Gan closed (a significant contributor to our revenue stream), the Religious school closed, and the 
building ñclosedò. However, ñweò never shut down. ñWeò continued to work together, mostly by Zoom. We imple-
mented ShulCloud and built an entirely new website. We converted the paper Tablet to digital in order to communi-
cate more effectively and reflect schedule changes swiftly. From the first Shabbat on, the Clergy conducted Shabbat 
services, working continually with new technologies to improve our experience.  The Gan and Religious School went 
virtual. ñWeñ never shut down. 
The impact of COVID-19 on Temple Sinai is now evident in the new 2020-21 budget passed by the Board in Sep-
tember.  We calculated a loss of more than $500,000 in revenue that includes an estimated loss of $150,000 in 
fundraising activities; High Holy Day ticket sales, Temple wide dinners, Food Festival, Gala and many other events.  
The financial contribution from The Gan has decreased significantly due to COVID  closures and limitations. We are 
losing significant Social Hall rental and catering income.  
Expenses? The PPP loan enabled us to pay salaries, mortgage interest, and utilities for 8 weeks. We have worked 
hard to decrease all expenses, but COVID-19 and moving into the virtual world has, in fact, increased some expens-
es, especially related to sanitization/supplies and religious service production, including the High Holy Days. Most of 
our expenses are fixed: mortgage and interest payments, utilities, salaries, and facility maintenance. And then there 
is the aging leaking roofé  
 
Going Forward 
We have a plan. The Gan is operating safely at full speed. The Religious School is over 80 students strong. Our 
Building and Maintenance Fund is there to support us as needed.  We are in the process of refinancing our mort-
gage. Our Development Team is exploring novel and fun ways to play and pay.  We will continually assess both in-
come and expenses and tighten the latter as needed. We will continue to provide financial assistance to our mem-
bers and turn no one away. And we promise to keep you updated as we move through the year. 
We all want to return to Temple Sinai when it is safe. In order to ensure that, we are asking for those of you who are 
financially able during these very difficult times, to be as generous as you can to whatever Temple Sinai fundraising 
effort you chose to participate in: Annual Appeal, dedications, events etc. Our future is dependent on you. 
 
We have ushered in the year 5781. We have celebrated and atoned. We have renewed our commitment to the fu-
ture of Temple Sinai and we are strengthened by each other. 
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WOMEN OF SINAI  
ñ Becoming a mother is learning about 
strengths you didnôt know you had and 
dealing with fears you didnôt know ex-
isted.ò                            Linda Wooten 
 

As the school year begins, we recog-
nize that many mothers (and grandmothers) are ag-
onizing over decisions regarding education, health 
and security.   It is our hope that our programs can 
help support you during this difficult time. 
 

In the education arena, kudos go to Judy Polivy.   
She (with some help from her spouse) completed 
the school packs which the Women of Sinai provide 
to Booker Elementary School.    Because of the limi-
tations on using common areas in the temple build-
ing, Judy and Howard did all the work personally.    
We are incredibly grateful to them and pleased that 
our commitment was fulfilled.     
 

Our fall programming will begin with Movie & More 

on October 18.  Join us at 6 p.m. for discussion via 

Zoom led by Carol Kleinberg and orga-

nized by Janet Tolbert.  The movie is 

ñDeath of Stalinò and is available via Net-

flix.   If you donôt currently subscribe to 

Netflix, you can take advantage of a free 

trial offer to view this movie.      
 

Our popular Book Club continues via Zoom.  The 

links to join the Zoom meetings will be available on 

the website and emailed to participants a 

few days before the meeting.   The next 

book club meeting will be held October 15 

at 2 p.m.  The book under discussion will 

be ñThe Guest Bookò by Sarah Blake and 

the discussion will be led by Marge Ellin.  
 

Of course, all plans are subject to revision depend-
ing on circumstances, but we will continue with the 
Women of Sinai Newsletter via email and will keep 
the website up to date with any schedule changes.  
If you are not receiving our emails, please let me 
know so we can correct our records.  
 

Finally, the Women of Sinai wishes to thank every-
one who has already paid their dues.   The Simcha-
gram letters will be mailed out in October and must 
be returned during December.  This is a service for 
our members, and you donôt want to be left out.    
 

Stay safe, stay optimistic, stay well.  
 
Peggy Miller, WOS President 
 
 

Happy October!! I want to say a 
personal THANK YOU! There are 
so many of you who donated adult 
and childrenôs clothes, diapers and 
wipes and other ñextraò items. We 
had two days of collections at the 
temple and on  both days we had 

many bags of items. By the second day, we had a 
full SUV and were able to take the donations di-
rectly to Hope Family Services. In addition, we had 
another filled SUV from people who couldnôt come 
to the temple on the collection days. Remember, 
Hope Family Services is a wonderful support agen-
cy  for survivors of domestic abuse.  It has a com-
plete and confidentially located shelter as well as 
their Hope Chest store for folks to shop. Your do-
nations mean the world to the survivors. The work-
ers at Hope Chest happily accept all items we bring 
and are so appreciative of our donations.  
 

We picked up a huge donation 
to HOPE Family Services in 
advance because there would 
not be enough room tomorrow 
for other donations to fit in our 
vehicle with all of Cyôs clothes. 
Thank you, Gail Glickman.  
 

Howard and I just spent the 
first of two days of collections 
and this is what we got: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Normally, I would be 
collecting items such as books for HIPPY (Home 
Instruction for Parents of Preschool Youth) and dia-
pers/wipes and childrenôs clothing during our 
monthly luncheons. Unfortunately, we are not hav-
ing our luncheons so I will not be placing a crate in 
the Gan Lobby for the collections. However, HIPPY 
and Hope Family Services continue to need do-
nations. If you have items that you would like to 
donate, I am happy to set up a time to pick up 
your items. Please contact me to do that. 
 

Again, thank you so much for your generosity. 
 

Judy Polivy, VP WOS Mitzvah   
 

home: (941) 355-1184      cell: (703) 624-7093     
teachtel21@frontier.com 


