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1. How do I know if my registration is current and if I already have requested a 

Vote-by-Mail (VBM) ballot? 

 

You can check if you are registered to vote and whether you have a current VBM 

request on file at the Supervisor of Elections (SoE) website, Sarasota: 

sarasotavotes.com OR Manatee: votemanatee.com. Complete information 

about VBM is also available on these websites. 

 

2. What is the difference between an absentee ballot and a vote-by-mail ballot? Do 

I have to be away from home to use VBM? 

 

Florida has no “absentee ballot with requirements,” just vote-by-mail by request. 

You can use a vote-by-mail ballot to vote no matter where you will be on election 

day. 

 

3. Do I have to request a vote-by-mail ballot by a certain time in advance of the 

election? 

 

You can request a VBM ballot by phone, by email, by mail, or by completing a 

form on the SOE website. Your request for a VBM ballot must be received no 

later than 5pm on the 10th day before the election. 

4. When will I receive my VBM ballot? 
 

The primary ballot will be sent to you between July 9-18th, 2020 and the general 

election ballot will be sent to you between Sept 24th - Oct 1st, 2020 

5. How long is a VBM ballot good for? Does it have to be renewed? 
 

A VBM request is valid for 2 years. you will be sent ballots for each of the 

primaries (if you declare a political party), and the elections. After the 2 year 

period, you will need to renew your VBM registration with the Supervisor of 

Elections in your county for another 2 year period. 

 

6. How can I know if my vote-by-mail ballot has been received and counted? 
 

You can track the status of your VBM ballot at the SoE’s website in your county. 

For example, you can track your VBM ballot in Sarasota County by selecting the 

Vote-by-Mail icon near the top of the page at: Sarasotavotes.com. Then you 



select “Track your vote-by-mail ballot” from the list, enter the required 

information, and the SoE’s website will tell you the status of your vote-by-mail 

ballot (e.g., your ballot has been received or your ballot has been counted). The 

Manatee county SoE website has the same structure with a Vote-by-Mail button 

and a list of options about your VBM ballot 

 

7. If I decide not to use my ballot can I still vote in person? 
 

Yes, you can vote in person as long as that is the only vote you cast. You should 

bring your vote-by-mail ballot (marked or not) with you to the polling place so it 

can be canceled and you can vote a regular ballot at the polls. 

 

8. What are the identification requirements for a VBM Ballot? 
 

The required information for a vote-by-mail ballot is: voter name, address, date of 

birth, and signature (if the request is written and the request is to an address 

other than the one on file) see: 

 

               https://dos.myflorida.com/elections/for-voters/voting/vote-by-mail 


