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Rabbinic Reflections - Purim
RABBI JORDAN HERSH | RABBI@BETHSHOLOMFREDERICK.ORG

MINYAN AT BSC
Please join us in the 
Beth Sholom sanctuary 
on Thursdays at 
8:00 AM for minyan.

There is a rabbinic story, related to us 
by the talmudic sage Rabbi Shimon 
ben Lakish (“ReiSH Lakish), about 
the way in which Haman convinced 
King Achashverosh to agree with his 
plot to destroy the Jews of Persia. 
He told the king the story of the 
Exodus from the point of view of 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians--about 

how Pharaoh allowed the Jewish people to take a three day jour-
ney to the mountain of their God to worship Him. He told the king 
about all the gifts that the Egyptian people lent to the Israelites as 
they left on the first leg of what was to be a round-trip journey. 
“How,” Haman asks, “did the Jewish people repay the kindness of 
the Egyptians?” By running off with all the riches of the Land of 
Egypt that the Egyptians generously allowed the Jews to borrow. 
This major labor force left without warning, leaving Egypt in dire 
economic straits. When Pharaoh, upon hearing that the Jews were 
fleeing, chased after them to recover what rightfully belonged to 
him and the Egyptian people, their God drowned him and his 
company in the sea! “You see,” said Haman to the king, “what a 
devious people the Jews are.”

What is most striking about this Midrash (which I share in a highly 
condensed version) is not merely how the Egyptians are portrayed as 
the victims and the Jews as the offenders, but that it was a third century 
rabbinic sage who portrayed them as such. That ReiSH Lakish could 
put himself in the shoes of one of Israel’s most bitter enemies and so 
eloquently frame the biblical story in such a way that negatively col-
ored the Jewish people is astounding. While us post-moderns might 
not think much of this, for an ancient person to recognize that one 
of his central narratives could be viewed through the lens of a differ-
ent truth was truly revolutionary. The text of the midrash contains no 
hints of irony or humor; it makes an honest effort to understand the 
experience and point of view of the Egyptians.

It is most appropriate that such an intellectual feat is found relating to 
the story of Purim, for reasons that ReiSH Lakish was surely aware of. 

When most of us think of Purim, carnivals and costumes, and per-
haps a few l’chaims, are what come to mind. The midrash I shared 
above and each of these Purim rituals all have one thing in com-
mon, which is that their central act is transcending established 
boundaries. On Purim, we dress up as somebody or something 
not ourselves, many imbibe in liquid inebriant so that, as the tal-
mud tells us, we “cannot tell the difference between Blessed be 
Mordechai and Cursed be Haman,” and we afford ourselves the 
freedom to put ourselves in another’s shoes. 

Many of the laws of Purim reflect this borderless nature of the 
holiday. For example, it was traditionally forbidden to dress in 
clothes associated with the opposite gender. On Purim, however, 
it was permitted. On Purim we move beyond definitions of self 
and attempt to reach a place where we can truly see through the 
eyes of another. Costumes, alcohol and revelry, are merely tools we 
use to help us achieve this spiritual goal.

While Purim can, like any other holiday, be made to appeal to 
kids and engage children on a simple level, the true themes of the 
day, such as what I just discussed above, are clearly adult-oriented. 
Purim is not merely a children’s holiday, but one for adults to take 
seriously as well. The fact that we do so in such an unserious way is 
actually an integral and intentional aspect of the day itself!

In addition to our annual multi-generational Purim Carnival, we 
will also be celebrating together this year with an “of-age” Purim 
Bash! With Purim falling on Motzei Shabbat (Saturday night), we 
are thrilled to be able to come together and experience Purim in a 
way that many of us have simply not had the opportunity to do in a 
few years; namely, in a way not geared specifically toward children. 
With fabulous food, intriguing costumes, music, and beverages of 
both the alcoholic and nonalcoholic variety, we are most certainly 
in for an amazing evening of revelry and celebration.

Purim this year, as it could be every year, is truly a holiday for 
Jews of all generations. With some events geared toward children, 
some toward families with children and the Purim Bash for adults 
only, Beth Sholom is ready for a meaningful and uplifting Purim 
for everyone. 
 
Cantor Shulie and I look forward to seeing you all at the Purim 
Bash! (But not Ziv and Edden; they look forward to seeing you at 
the Purim Carnival on Sunday morning!)

28 Thomas Johnson Drive  |  Frederick, Maryland 21702  |  (301) 694-3366 

Quality moving solutions
• Local
• Domestic
• International

www.ramarmoving.com
Household goods  •  Electronics  •  Tradeshows  •  Special Products  •  Logistics  •  Storage  •  Commercial  •  Rigging

Agent for United Van Lines
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Message from the President - Planned Giving
SHARON EDELSTEIN | SMABEG@GMAIL.COM 

THANK YOU
 To our Kitchen Volunteers:

ROZ NASHER
BARBARA FROMER

JUDY POILEY- NELSON
SANDY DORFMAN

MARY MOGAN- VALLON
SHURRON CARPEL
SHARON BOTKIN

As a reminder, there’s many ways to give 
to Beth Sholom. Please see the informa-
tion below and make your donations 
today. 

 
BECOME A SOLAR SUSTAINER  We 
have launched a new campaign to allow 
congregants become Solar Sponsors. We 
are offering naming on each of the 221 

panels for a minimum donation of $180. Make your pledge today 
at https://www.bethsholomfrederick.org/form/solarsponsor    We 
will install a display in the hallway with each panel labeled with the 
donor’s name.  Better yet, become a Solar Sustainer and commit to 
making your donation repeat annually for 10 years! Contact David 
at dbass@ bethsholomfrederick.org to make that annual pledge.

BECOME A NAMED EVENT SPONSOR Throughout the year, 
we have many events that you can contribute towards and be a 
named sponsor. Examples include the gala, our annual Purim car-
nival for kids or party for adults, Chanukah party, weekly kiddush 
lunches, and more. 

MEMORIAL & HONORARY GIFTS  Throughout the year, 
memorial or honorary gifts may be made in memory or in honor 
of a person for a birthday, anniversary, holiday, or for a personal 
achievement. Gifts may be made to the General Fund, to a named 
fund or to the Beth Sholom Legacy Endowment Fund, and will be 
acknowledged each month in our Bulletin. 
 
MONTHLY SUPPLEMENTAL DONATIONS  You can set up 
a monthly supplemental donation which will help Beth Sholom 
meet our day-to-day operating expenses, which we call our “SOS 
Fund.” These may be made in honor of a person as described 
above. Such gifts will be acknowledged each month in our Bulletin. 
 
LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES Life insurance policies are often 
an advantageous way to fund an endowment gift because a large 
donation can be created through relatively small tax-deductible 
premium payments. 
 
CHARITABLE TRUSTS One flexible method for leaving a con-
tribution to Beth Sholom is through a Charitable Remainder 
Trust, which also provides tax-free benefits to the donor. 
 
CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES Similar to charitable remainder 
trusts, gift annuities provide another way to contribute to the future 
of Beth Sholom, take advantage of tax free benefits, and ensure a 
continual stream of investment income for the congregation. 

Speaker Series: 
SUNDAY, MARCH 17TH AT 11:30 AM 

SHARI SCHER: CHILDREN OF 
INCARCERATED PARENTS PARTNERSHIP 

When a parent or family member is incar-
cerated, the effect on the child is usually 
financial, social, emotional and academic. 
Children Of Incarcerated Parents Part-
nership (COIPP), a 20-year-old nonprofit 

run almost all by volunteers, is there to help. 
Today’s interactive presentation will include 
the history of this grass roots Frederick 

group, how we serve the children and their 
families and the statistics on incarceration both locally and across the 
nation. Programs we have, resources we distribute and award-win-
ning children’s books on this subject will be shared. Most important, 
throughout the talk I will share real life stories. As the COIPP Founder 
and Executive Director please join me to learn about a population 
that does not get the attention it needs and deserves.
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Religious School News
DR. JENNIFER NEWFELD | RSPRINCIPAL@BETHSHOLOMFREDERICK.ORG

Learning to read Hebrew and access 
the prayers of our tradition is a major 
goal of our religious school. I wanted 
to highlight our Hebrew program this 
month and share some additions we 
have this year. 

Jewish Life Vocabulary (JLV)
Jewish Life Vocabulary is a collec-
tion of Hebrew words and phrases that 

increases one’s connection to Jewish people, traditions, culture 
and life. Each week in school we focus on one JLV word. Teachers 
talk about it in their classrooms and following Tfillah we have an 
interactive moment about the word with the whole school. Once a 
JLV word or phrase has been taught in Hebrew we try to only use 
the Hebrew in school. 

Hebrew through Movement (HTM)
Hebrew through Movement is a language learning strategy in 
which students learn Hebrew by hearing and responding to 
Hebrew commands. We offer this option each week to our 1st and 
2nd graders as well as some 4th graders. In our second year of 
HTM, students are able to understand sentences such as “Put your 
hands on the wall.” or “Jump to the door” completely in Hebrew. 
Hebrew through Movement introduces Hebrew is fun and playful. 
It creates a positive early link between our students and Hebrew. It 
is supported by brain research on language acquisition.
 
Hebrew Power Hour
We have made two big changes to Hebrew Powerhour this year. In 
3rd grade Power Hour is now an included part of the curriculum. 
This means that our 3rd graders are receiving 1.5 hours of Hebrew 
instruction each week. The future plan is to continue with this 
class making each subsequent year contain a weekday element to 
amplify their Hebrew learning. Secondly, we have switched from 
an open time drop in system to small group focused instruction. 
Each student who chooses to participate in Powerhour in grades 
4-7, were matched with 1-3 other students of similar reading abil-
ity and they engaged in a dedicated, small group twenty minute 
lesson each week. 

Hebrew Classes
We have started using the PhD: Phonetic Hebrew reading and 
Decoding program in our first two years of Hebrew instruc-
tion. This program offers students a strong foundational base for 
decoding and writing Hebrew. We also increased Hebrew teaching 
time by 25% this year across all grades. Now 3rd-7th each have 
one hour of dedicated Hebrew instruction as well as 30 minutes of 
Tfillah every Sunday. 

With these additions, we can’t wait to see our students making 
great strides in Hebrew. 
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Upcoming Opportunities To Donate/ Sponsor 
And Volunteer:

BETH SHOLOM’S ADULT PURIM BASH 
(21+) is Saturday, March 23rd at 8:00 PM and the Purim Carnival is Sunday, March 24th at 12:00 PM. 
For both events volunteers are needed for planning, set-up and clean-up. To signup for planning, click 
here: https://www.bethsholomfrederick.org/form/purimplanning. If you would like to sponsor these 
events, click here or contact David: https://www.bethsholomfrederick.org/form/purimpartydonation

BETH SHOLOM IS GOING SOLAR! 
We have 221 solar panels on our roof and want you to sponsor a panel (or many panels!) We’ll 
have a display featuring the name of each of our Solar Sponsors. The minimum sponsorship 
is $180 per panel-- but why not sponsor a panel for each member of your family or friends. 
We are excited about this community fundraising opportunity for our congregation and our 
planet. As we say at Beth Sholom, From Generation to Generation...Together We Grow!

To be part of this project, https://www.bethsholomfrederick.org/solarproject

THE HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY PROGRAM 
is Sunday, May 5th, 2024. Planning has been well under way, and the speaker this year is Patri-
cia Weil Coates, telling the story of her mother, Helga Wehrheim. Patricia will talk about her 
mother’s life as a teenager in Hitler’s Germany, surviving the all-female concentration camp, 
Ravensbrück and life after liberation. 

If you would like to donate to the Holocaust Program you can do so by going to our donate 
page: https://www.bethsholomfrederick.org/support-us/donate and leave a note indicating 
this is for the Holocaust Remembrance Day Program.

BINGO VOLUNTEERS! 
Bingo is planning for its volunteer schedule   and could use some additional volunteers in 
March and April. If you have volunteered in the past, or want to start please reach out to Mar-
cia Newfeld, Ellie Kinland or Sharon Edelstein. Bingo is an essential part to Beth Sholom and 
we would love to have more volunteers! 

UPCOMING EMAIL TO WATCH FOR:
An email will be coming to you in the first week of March to start our Mishloach Manot. 
Please watch for this email and the deadline to complete the forms so we can get the cards out 
to recipients on time. It will operate like years prior.

Looking ahead, we would like to hear ideas for next year, if you would like to help and be part of 
that team, please reach out to our Office Manager, Ash Ross at: aross@bethsholomfrederick.org
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WE WANT TO KNOW….
Are you under the weather? Do you know someone who 
is? Please let us know. We want to reach out! If a mem-
ber of our community is sick or in need of a call or visit, 
please call David in the office at 301-663-3437 or email us 
at bethsholom@bethsholomfrederick.org.We need their 
names in order to say a Mi Sheberach (prayer for all those 
in need of healing) from the bima on Shabbat. If you know 
their and their mothers’ Hebrew names, please give us this 
information also. Please help to keep us informed because 
we care about you.

BINGO VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Volunteering at Bingo is both a great way to help the 
finances of the congregation and to get to know both 
the broader Frederick community and Beth Sholom 
congregants. It’s great way to meet new people, and 
have fun while also helping our community. Please 
get in touch with Marcia Newfeld (Mknewfeld1251@
gmail.com) or Sharon Edelstein (smabeg@gmail.com) 
about volunteering.

602 Center Street • Suite 203 • Mt. Airy, MD
301.829.6588 • www.mtairysmiles.com

David Hasson, D.M.D., P.A.
Allison Green, D.D.S.
Michael Virts, D.D.S.
Specialists in Pediatric Dentistry 

 Dr. Stuart Sheer
Specialist in Orthodontics for Children and Adults
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DAVID BASS
WARREN BETTER
SHARON BOTKIN

CRAIG CORNBLATT
CINDI DIAMONDSTONE

SANDY DORFMAN
MIKE EISSENSTAT
DEREK FRANKEL
CINDY FEINBERG

JAY FEINBERG
SHELDON GNATT

GERRY GOLDGRABEN
JOE HERZOG

HEATHER KASPER
JENNY LAZARUS

PAM LLYOD

ERIC MARCUS
ROZ NASHER

DAN PEARLMAN
JANET POTASH

GERRY ROYSTON
HOWARD SCHER

SHARI SCHER
ROBIN SCHNAPPER
ROLAND SEBBANE

YEHUDA SHEM- TOV
EILEEN STAHL
FRED STAHL

MELISSA VIVARI
ALAN WINTER

SANDY WINTER
ETON YELLIN

A Place For All Seasons 
to honor and Celebrate Life 

Beth Sholom has become the 29th Partner Congregation at the 
Garden of Remembrance Memorial Park in Clarksburg, Maryland. 
For over 20 years, the Garden of Remembrance (Gan Zikaron) Memorial Park 
has become an integral part of the fabric – and a true landmark – for the entire 
Washington Jewish community, the area’s  only community-based, non-profi t 
Jewish cemetery. Beth Sholom has two new sections at Gan Zikaron including 
an interfaith section.
Explore the many benefi ts of pre-planning for you or your family. For more 
information, call 301-428-3000, or visit www.gardenofremembrance.org.

Beth Sholom Congregation Joins
The Garden of Remembrance
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LIFE CYCLE INFORMATION - 
WHEN A DEATH OCCURS

When a death occurs during the work-
ing hours, please call the synagogue 
office at 301-663-3437 and ask for 
David Bass so that we may offer assis-
tance. After hours, please call David’s 
cell phone 607-727-4298.

Chesed/Religious Affairs Committee:
The Chesed Committee assists families 
who have experienced a death by pro-
viding food following the funeral. The 
Religious Affairs Committee will help 
set up and lead shivah minyanim. We 
welcome your interest and encourage 
your participation and assistance. We 
need you. Please join us in helping fel-
low congregants.

If you have any questions, please contact 
David Bass at 301-663-3437.

Yahrzeits
MARCH 2024
ADAR I - ADAR II 5784

Support The Gift 
Shop 

The Gift Shop is now open on 
Sundays during Religious School 

hours, or by calling 
the synagogue office at                        
301-663-3437 to set up 

an appointment during office hours 
Monday through Friday.

You can also shop online at: https://
bethsholomgiftshop.com/

FEB. 24TH - MAR. 1ST
Days Names will be read from the Bima 2/24-2/25

Beatrice Altman
Simon Bloom

Herman Blumenthal
Nettie Buntman
Joseph Dorfman

Bernard Feierstein
Saul Feuer
Tye Garner

Maurice Glassman
Sarah Gorelick

Joseph H. Jacobs
Regina Kann

Leonard Kessler
Jacob Levine

Joseph Orenstein
Samuel Poiley

Norman Rivkin
Jacob Samuel Schneider

Julius Scholle
Kate Sherby
Ruth Siegel

Rose Skripsky
Morris Tischler

Sophie Vogel
Sherrill Wender

MARCH 2ND- MARCH 8TH
Days Names will be read from the Bima 3/2-3/3

Virginia Allex
Abraham Bailin

Ida Bloom
Stuart Boren
Edith Chapin
Jacob Cron

Bob Dunham
Luba Frederick

Betty Blank Kushner
Jerome Levy

Lena Mendelson
Rae Needle

Morris Pargament
Cecelia Potlock
Lillian Prensky

Pauline Rosenblatt
Elsie Spielman

Maureen Siegel Tischler
Simon Turner

MARCH 9TH – MARCH 15TH
Days Names will be read from the Bima 3/8-3/9

Conrad Adelman
Lawrence Maslan

Arlene Nekrutman
Hamaline Peltz

Deborah Pollicove
Morton Reitman
Sherry Sanabria

Jack Sautman

MARCH 16TH – MARCH 22ND
Days Names will be read from the Bima 3/15-3/16

Annette Canter
Elizabeth Goldfinger

Henry Gordon
Frank M Hardy

Jack Hersh
Andrew G. Kuebbing

Jerry Pincus
Maurice Rottenberg

Zelda Zlotin

MARCH 23RD- MARCH 29TH
Days Names will be read from the Bima 

3/22-3/23:
Ernest Berger

Ida Blatt
Dorothy Johnson
Cecilie Korycan
Marilyn Lovitt

Bessie Nathanson
David Raab

Jerome Solomon
Ethel Weiss

William Zahler

MARCH 30TH- APRIL 5TH
Days Names will be read from the Bima 3/29-3/30

Etta Cohen
Norman Green
Evelyn Lewin
Aaron Novick

Rose Ross
Celia Shatsky
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Morris Kosman z”l | Rabbi Emertius |

Jordan Hersh | Rabbi
rabbi@bethsholomfrederick.org

Sharon Edelstein | President 
smabeg@gmail.com

David Bass | Executive Director
dbass@bethsholomfrederick.org

Shulie Hersh | Cantor
cantor@bethsholomfrederick.org

Donations

11

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
Alexander Smith

Jane Miller
Edward Myers

Dori Bailin
Nicole Gordon
Ilana Haring

Ren Stone
Heather Cohen

Fred Stahl
Tom Brancato

Natalie Buckwold
Seth Nicholas
Alison Lynch
Peter Newfeld

Beth Berkowitz
Judith Poiley-Nelson

Rosanne Patchen
Natalie Eyler
Ava Vivari

Paul Kessler
Sharyn Sadownik

Joseph Herzog
Gayle Bromberg
Martin Potash
Peyton Maller

Matthew Kuebbing
Brian Saltzmann

Zeke Groag
Alexis Cohen

David Bass
Beverly Chado
Ronald Rubin

Rabbi Jordan Hersh
Robert Stone

Samantha Egly
Phillip Nicholas
Oliver Lazarus

Sue Rovin
Margery Karbeling

Adam Tepper
John Lloyd

Harvey Levy
Rachel Tuer
Shaina Egly

Deborah Photiadis
Carolyn Snyder

Adina Imes
Daniel Pearlman

Bruce Zagnit
Jack Schnapper
Garen Minton

Sara Levine
Anita Ebinger

Sydney Feldman

Warren & Laura Better
Mark & Anita Ebinger
Howard & Ibby Levine

Jeff & Susan Rossio
Michael & Deborah Blum

Paula & Larry Cornish
Sheri & Scott Levine

BOOK FUND:
Roz Nasher for the yahrzeit of Ernest Nasher
Roz Nasher for the yahrzeit of William 

Nacher

BUILDING FUND:
Shirley Miller for the yahrzeit of Etta Miller
Shirley Miller for the yahrzeit of Regina 

Miller

EDUCATION FUND:
J. William & Saundra Kerpelman for the 

yahrzeit of Bettye Freehof
J. William & Saundra Kerpelman for the 

yahrzeit of Nan Kerpelman Sarb
Denny & Ricki Deragisch for the yahrzeit of 

Fannie Meyer
Peter & Marcia Newfeld in honor of the birth 

of Janet & Michael Kaplan’s grandson
Paula Nathanson for the yahrzeit of Zelda 

Zlotin
Brent & Talia Turner for the yahrzeit of 

Simon Turner

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FUND:
Peter & Marcia Newfeld for the yahrzeit of 

Rose Newfeld
Peter & Marcia Newfeld in memory of Shirley 

Lebowitz

GENERAL FUND:
Earl Nelson & Judy Poiley- Nelson for the 

yahrzeit of Samuel Poiley
Earl Nelson & Judy Poiley- Nelson for the 

yahrzeit of Helen Poiley
Douglas Legum
Howard Scher & Shari Ostrow Scher for the 

yahrzeit of Frank Kleinman
Howard Scher & Shari Ostrow Scher for the 

yahrzeit of Dorothy Kleinman
Marty & Janet Potash for the yahrzeit of 

Leonard Gorelick
Marty & Janet Potash for the yahrzeit of 

Fannie Meyer
Marty & Janet Potash for the yahrzeit of 

Sarah Gorelick
Gary & Phyllis Schwartz for the Misheberach 

of Susan Hersh

GENERAL FUND (continued):
Stuart & Amy Altman for the yahrzeit of 

Beatrice Altman
Charles & Arlene Corby for the yahrzeit of 

Jerome Solomon
Shirely Neufeld for the yahrzeit of Lorraine 

Glixon
Dan & Sharon Kuebbing for the yahrzeit of 

Andrew G. Kuebbing
Dori Bailin for the yahrzeit of Abraham 

Bailin
Dori Bailin for the yahrzeit of Bob Dunham

HOLOCAUST PROGRAMMING:
Alberto Goetzl & Melinda Cohen

ISRAEL SUPPORT FUND:
David Hill & Ann Ungar

MIKVAH FUND:
Roz Nasher for the speedy recovery Michelle 

Kandel

NEWFELD SOCIAL HALL FUND:
Daniel & Amy Allex for the yahrzeit of 

Virginia Allex

RABBI’S DISC. FUND:
David & Susan Hersh for the yahrzeit of 

Annette Hersh
Peter & Susan Korycan for the yahrzeit of 

Cecilie Korycan
Diane Reba

TZEDEK COMMITTEE FUND:
Matt & Hannah Feldman for the yahrzeit of 

Herman Blumenthal
Matt & Hannah Feldman for the yahrzeit of 

Leyba Blumenthal

S-O-S FUND:
Mark Vallon & Mary Mogan- Vallon

SUSTAINABLE GARDEN FUND:
Philip & Mona Canter for the yahrzeit of 

Annette Canter
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