
1011 N. Market Street
Frederick, MD 21701

301-663-3437
bethsholom@bethsholomfrederick.org

www.bethsholomfrederick.org

OCTOBER 2023
Tishrei - Cheshvan 5784

Oneg in the
Sukkah
F R I D A Y

S E P T E M B E R
2 9 T H

Kiddush in
the Sukkah

S A T U R D A Y
S E P T E M B E R

3 0 T H

Schmooze &
Booze in the

Sukkah
7pm

T H U R S D A Y  
O C T O B E R  5 T H

Sushi in the
Sukkah
6:30 pm
T U E S D A Y

O C T O B E R  3 R D

Oneg in the
Sukkah
F R I D A Y

O C T O B E R  6 T H

Kiddush in
the Sukkah

S A T U R D A Y
O C T O B E R  7 T H



Beth Sholom Congregation2

Rabbinic Reflections - Heading into 5784

RABBI JORDAN HERSH | RABBI@BETHSHOLOMFREDERICK.ORG

When Moshe, having well passed 
the mark of his eightieth birthday 
presented himself before his Creator, 
he was asked two simple questions.

“How was it on Earth, Moshe and 
what did you with the life you were 
granted?”

And Moshe said, “Oy was I unlucky, O Lord! Oh yes, the planet 
was beautiful; all this green pastures, those oceans and these coun-
tries so rich and easy to live in… But I spent my life fighting in a 
hostile environment, hostile neighbors and I did not stop cursing 
the day I was born. Life was hard and dangerous. And if I wanted 
to leave my situation and go somewhere else, it looked more dan-
gerous still. I was hated by everybody. I suffered a lot, I did not 
like to work. O Lord, I spent my life taking my revenge on others; 
I hurt my wife who resented my laziness, I renounced my children 
who fled my house. True, I was a bad man, O Lord, but it is hard 
to be kind and honest in days like these. I believe I deserve some 
compensation for all these sufferings, and now that I am here, 
could I not have some time in paradise?”

The Almighty stroke pensively his beard. “Ah, Moshe,” he said, 
“you did too many bad things to be granted acceptance in my 
paradise, like this, on the spot, right away. I have to give you some 
punishment so that you can atone for your sins. I am sending you 
back to Earth…”

“Please, Lord, just a taste of paradise” Moshe implored, 

“No”, the Almighty said, “back to Earth. The archangel Gabriel will 
bring you back. Fifty years. Go.”

The archangel Gabriel carried Moshe away paying no heed to the 
brandished fist, the foaming lips and the raging insults.

When Shlomo who had also well passed the mark of his eightieth 
birthday, presented himself before his Creator, he was asked the 
same questions.

“How was it on Earth, Shlomo, and what did you do with that life 
that was granted to you?

“O Lord!” Shlomo said enthused. “I was so blessed, really! The planet 
was blue and white, fertile and beautiful, and I lived in a marvelous 
country. I had neighbors with whom I tried to get along and share 
the milk and honey. I always tried to be a good Jew, a good husband 
and a good father, and all my children were there to close my eyes 
when the time came. Oh sure, work was hard, sometimes, but it was 
so good to sit in the evenings, at home, surrounded by my loved 
ones, watch television and look with pity in my heart at the outside 
world fighting stupid wars. O Lord, I loved with all my heart, that 
spot you entrusted me with and I am grateful for that Life you gave 
me, so satisfactory in spite of the hardships”

And the Almighty stroke his beard, and expressed his pleasure. 
“Very well, Shlomo,” he said. “You are a good candidate for my 
paradise. But before I let you pass the gates, I am going to give you 
a reward. You are going back to Earth. The archangel Gabriel will 
take you back. Fifty years for you to sing your praise. Go.”

The archangel Gabriel carried away a happy Shlomo who was 
smiling with bliss and praising the Lord.

When the archangel Gabriel came back from his mission, he said, 
“I do not understand, O Lord. You punish Moshe by sending him 
back to Earth, and you reward Shlomo in the same way!”

And the Almighty nodded and smiled, “Moshe was unhappy on 
Earth, he will go on being unhappy and will be punished. Shlomo 
was happy there and he will go on being happy so he’ll be rewarded.”

Perspective has the power to change our reality. Both Moshe and 
Shlomo occupied the same space and time. To one, the world was 
dangerous and full of hate and violence. To the other, the world was 
filled with wonder and love and cooperation. Which of these nar-
ratives reflects the truth of the world? Neither? How about both?

Stories like this one force us to ask questions about the very nature 
of reality. If our perspectives have the power to determine our expe-
rience of the world, well…then just how concrete is the world itself? 

Today, we gather to celebrate the creation of the world, as we will 
chant over and over again in a few minutes during the Cantor’s rep-
etition of the Mussaf Amidah: היום הרת עולם, today the word is born. 
But the truth is a bit more subtle than that. It isn’t so much that Rosh 
Hashanah commemorates the Creation of the world, but the birth of 
humanity. Today, the first of Tishrei, is the day our tradition holds that 
Adam and Eve were created. Today is the day we celebrate the birth of 
human perspective and awareness of the world. 

What’s even more powerful to ponder, is that our perspective—
human consciousness—is not just something that exists outside of 
Creation, as an observer looking into the world, but is part of the 
very essence of creation itself. We, along with our consciousness, 
were not created on the 8th day, after Creation and material reality 
was complete, but on the sixth day. We, and our consciousness/
perspective, exists within the very fabric of material reality.

If this is so, then perhaps we can say that our perspectives don’t 
just change our experience of reality, but shape the very nature of 
reality itself. 

I got to thinking of this as I was watching a documentary discuss-
ing the Mandela Effect. Are you familiar with this concept? It is 
the very real phenomena of a mass group of unrelated individuals 
sharing a vivid memory that appears to never have happened. The 
term “Mandela Effect” was coined by researcher Fiona Broome 
when she discovered that there were thousands of people all across 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3



Beth Sholom Congregation 3

Support The Gift Shop 
The Gift Shop is now open on Sundays during Religious 

School hours, or by calling 
the synagogue office at                        
301-663-3437 to set up 

an appointment during office hours 
Monday through Friday.

You can also shop online at: https://
bethsholomgiftshop.com/

the world who shared vivid memories of Nelson Mandela dying 
in prison in the 1980s. They recalled similar news stories, world 
shock, and even an internationally televised speech given by his 
wife after his death. 

The only problem: Not only did Mandela not die in prison in the 
1980s; he was released in 1990 and subsequently went on to serve 
as President of South Africa from 1994-1999. So how come so 
many people remember otherwise?

Some of the other well-known examples of the Mandela Effect are 
frankly rather fun to ponder. For example, growing up in the 80s, I recall 
the commercials for Raisin Bran. Remember those? Their mascot, the 
sun, was wearing what? Sunglasses! I remember that vividly. Except if 
you look now, there is zero evidence that the Raisin Bran sun ever wore 
sunglasses…except for the fact that many of us remember that.

Another fun one is the line that many people remember Darth 
Vader saying to Luke Skywalker: “Luke, I am your father.” Rewatch 
that scene from Return of the Empire. Apparently, he actually says, 
“No, I am your father.” Or did he…

After the holiday, look up well-known examples of the Mandela Effect, 
you’ll have your mind blown…or at least be mildly entertained.

Now, an individual, or even closely related group of individuals, 
having a false memory is easily explainable. But such an immense 
group of dispersed and unrelated people? Makes you wonder. And 
wonder we have. Several theories have been proposed to explain 
this phenomenon, from the psychological to sociological and even 
physics. Amongst all the theories that are seriously proposed is one 
known simply as the multiple universes theory; one that scientists 
themselves admit cannot be ruled out. This theory states that there 
may be a multiplicity of universes in which events unfold differ-
ently than in all the other universes and that sometimes, somehow, 
we, either individually or collectively, move between these differ-
ent universes. Such a theory would suggest that the folks who 
remember the death of Nelson Mandela in prison are not some-
how experiencing a false collective memory, but a very real one. 
From another dimension. 

Its like there’s a doorway, and “beyond it is another dimension 
— a dimension of sound, a dimension of sight, a dimension of 
mind. You’re moving into a land of both shadow and substance, 
of things and ideas. You’ve just crossed over into the Twilight…”

Ok…multiple universes?…this just took a turn I bet you weren’t 
expecting. My goal this morning is not to discuss the merits of the 
Mandela Effect, but to use this example to highlight the fact that 
the very nature of reality is not a settled matter.

This realization hit me while I was reading an article in the Jeru-
salem Post. Being an Israeli newspaper, it is keenly interested in 
news from the world of archeology. A few weeks ago they ran an 
article about the long-lost ancient city of Helike, a once power-
ful Greek city-state. Helike, once thought to exist only in legends, 
was recently discovered and the identity of this recent find was 
confirmed when archeologists uncovered in the city the temple to 
the famed patron god of Helike, Poseidon; the god of both earth-
quakes and the sea. 

The article goes on to tell us that the legend of the city was that it was 
violently destroyed by the wrath of its own patron deity. But I had 
to laugh out loud when it went on highlighted the foolish fallacy of 
such a claim; of course Helike wasn’t destroyed by Poseidon, an angry 
god of earthquakes and the seas…we actually know how the city was 
destroyed… it was destroyed by an earthquake and tidal wave!

So which was it? If you’re scientifically minded and don’t believe in 
ancient pagan deities, then of course the idea that it was destroyed 
by a god is absurd, its destruction was the result of a natural 
sequence of events. If you were an ancient citizen of Greece, who 
experienced the world through the powers of the Gods then the 
idea of a natural sequence of events, uncontrolled by the gods, is 
itself an absurdity, Helike’s destruction by an earthquake and tsu-
nami were obviously the work of an angry Poseidon. 

What is real here?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Now, far be it from this rabbi to stand on the bima, on Rosh Hasha-
nah of all days, and argue for the existence of ancient Greek gods. I 
of course do not believe in the existence of Poseidon. But….but…
you’ve got to acknowledge the true absurdity here: that the article 
rejects the claim that this god destroyed the city-state, only to then 
claim it was destroyed instead by the exact powers attributed to 
that god!

It seems here that we are dealing only with a difference of perspec-
tive. Neither of these perspectives has consequences on the facts of 
what happened; only the cause of those events.

We can see how this plays out in our own lives: imagine yourself 
on a trail in the woods. As you walk you hear the rustling of the 
leaves, the crunching of squirrels squirreling about in the fallen 
leaves, you feel the coolness of the shaded air and can smell the 
whole cycle of life contained in the forest. You reach a ridge and 
behold an expansive view, as the sun begins its descent behind the 
mountains in the distance. Perhaps you see the sea off to the side, 
as the colors of the sky begin to mix 
into a vibrant glow.

What a sight to behold. Is it the 
artistry of God? The joining of a 
variety of natural events? Could it 
be both?

There is a famous story of Men-
achem Mendel of Kotsk, better 
known as the Kotzker Rebbe, who 
once asked his hasidim, “Where 
can God be found?” One student pointed up to the heavens. 
Another pointed inwards toward his heart. The Rebbe shook his 
head. “God is found wherever you let God in.”

This is such a powerful teaching. It claims that when we shift our 
perspective to what theologian Michael Fishbane calls a sacred 
attunement to the world, when we strive to cultivate a God-con-
sciousness, we indeed will find…experience…the truth of God. 

When we cultivate a perspective that does not incorporate God, 
however, one which focuses only on the natural/physical plane, we 
will not find or experience God. 

In other words, God exists in those places where we “let God in.’ In 
some regards, the presence of the Divine is dependent upon our per-
spective, upon our choosing to see God in each moment and place.

No wonder that the devout atheist can argue with the same fer-
vor and faith as the religious devotee about the existence, or lack 
thereof, of God. If you don’t let God in…God will not be found

But Rabbi…someone is saying to themselves right now...believing 
in something doesn’t make it so. Our perspective doesn’t change 
the actual nature of reality, of the observable natural world. 

Or does it?

In researching ideas for this sermon, I came across a “little” con-
cept known as quantum physics. Quantum physics is the study of 
the smallest of particles…atoms, electrons, protons, quarks, you 
know…the really really small stuff that makes up all the really 
really big stuff.

I spent many more hours than I probably should have reading 
papers written by quantum physicists and I’d like to share with 
you a bit of what I learned. 

The first idea I took away from my quantum queries, is that the 
physical world is simply not what it seems. On the quantum 
level, physical matter– particles and atoms–are composed nearly 
entirely of empty space. Up to 99.9% empty space! If these atoms 
combine to create molecules, which themselves combine to form 
all the physical objects we see and interact with, including our 
very own bodies, then the reality is that all we see, touch and are, 
is 99% empty space! 

The world my friends…or our per-
ception of the world…is not a true 
reflection of reality. 

But it certainly doesn’t appear 
or feel that we and our world are 
mostly empty space. Why is that? 
Well, I also learned that everything 
I just said about atoms being made 
nearly entirely of empty space is 
not the full story. 

You see, one of the central concepts of quantum physics is the 
reality that matter and energy are one and the same. Many of us 
have heard the idea that light can be measured as either a wave 
or a particle. The quantum physicist would exclaim, “of course it 
can!” because at the quantum level…everything is both a wave (ie, 
energy) and matter! And as a wave or energy the concept of empty 
space isn’t relevant. 

And here’s the truly crazy part. Matter has mass. It is something 
tangible. As a wave, that same particle has no mass…it is com-
pletely intangible! 

In fact, the concept of quantum superposition states that particles 
exist in multiple states (wave/energy/matter) simultaneously. It is 
both wave/energy and matter, both containing mass and entirely 
massless at the exact same time!

And if that isn’t mind-blowing enough, it turns out that the mere 
act of observing or measuring a particle actually causes the par-
ticle itself to change form!

Think about that for a second. Perception itself has the power to 
literally alter the nature of physical reality.

THE WAY WE PERCEIVE THE 
WORLD LITERALLY HAS THE 
POWER TO TRANSFORM THE 
VERY NATURE OF REALITY. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Now all of this relates to the physical world at the quantum level. 
But if every particle, and therefore every atom, can be both energy 
and matter, simultaneously, then the same must be true of every 
object made up of these particles. And that is everyone of us and 
every thing we interact with in the physical universe.

One of the findings contained within the observer effect, which is 
what I just described, is that the most natural state of unobserved 
particles is as energy waves and that it is only upon observation 
that it appears as matter (but only to the observer…because it still 
actually exists in all possible other states). 

For millennia, our tradition has argued in the ultimate truth of the 
Shema. That God is One. Not just that there is one God, but that 
God is the ultimate and complete Unity of all. The Kabbalah–our 
mystical tradition–has taken very literally the words we say at the 
end of the first paragraph of Aleinu “Ein Od,” There is nothing else 
[but God], and the material world that we perceive is just a veil, 
concealing that ultimate truth.

Well, I can’t help but hear this deep truth embedded in the ideas 
emanating from quantum physics. That the ultimate truth is that 
all there is in the universe is energy (some might choose to call this 
the Divine) and physical reality is just the effect of our perception. 
That isn’t to say the world as we experience it isn’t real…

…don’t go home thinking you can bang your hand with a ham-
mer as long as you aren’t looking…it will hurt…our world is real. 
And…it is real in some way…beyond the fullness of my under-
standing…because we perceive it.

Another way to say this is that relationship is inherently a part of 
physical reality. In fact, relationship and connectivity are so much 
a part of the fabric of time/space itself ( that is the very founda-
tion of Einstein’s theory of relativity) that it turns out particles 
which are separated by enormous distances can actually affect one 
another instantaneously. That is right, I said instantaneously. You 
have all learned that nothing can travel faster than the speed of 
light. And yet, it turns out that some form of information/com-
munication–that is not fully understood just yet–can take place 
literally instantaneously…infinitely faster than the speed of light…
across large stretches of space.

Now look…I am obviously not a physicist…although I do have a 
cousin who is!...and you haven’t gathered here this morning for a 
science lesson, all the more so by one poorly equipped to deliver 
such a lecture as myself. If any of this has piqued your interest, 
you too can get your degree in Google-ology and access tons of 
scientific papers from credible scientific institutions. Let me know 
if you would like me to send you any of the sources I read. Judge 
for yourself. You will then know as much or more than me. Again, 
I am no physicist.

But I am a rabbi. My job is not to explain the world to you. My 
job is to help us understand what it means to be confronted with 

the word as we are. And what I hope we take away this morning 
is two things.

First of all, know that our perception matters. The way we per-
ceive the world literally has the power to transform the very nature 
of reality. And if that is somehow true on a quantum level, just 
imagine the power it holds on the human level. We can choose the 
world we see. We can choose to “let God in” as the Kotzker Rebbe 
taught so as to experience the Divine in the world through our 
attunement to It. Choosing not to does not negate the reality of 
God, it just ensures you will indeed not see the Divine embedded 
in the world. 

We can choose to see a world filled with chaos and violence and 
hatred and disaster. We can also choose to see a world filled with 
order and kindness and love and care. We can be Moshes who are 
filled with disdain and tension during our time on this earth or we 
can be Shlomos who just can’t squeeze all the joy we feel out of life. 

Reality truly is what we make of it. 

Secondly, recognize that we are all intimately connected. We are 
physical embodiments of the energy that makes up the universe. 
We aren’t essentially bodies, but souls who are embodied. 

And the same can be said about everything that we see. The sun, 
the moon, the stars, the trees, the grass, the birds, the animals, the 
fish, the ocean…all of it…energy… forms of the Divine veiled by 
our observation, as taught by our Hasidic/mystical masters and 
our quantum physicists (even if they admittingly might phrase 
that just a bit differently)

The question these truths leave us with as we begin this new year 
and celebrate the birth of human consciousness and perspective 
is: confronted with the awe of such awareness, how do we use 
this knowledge to better our lives and the totality of our word…
because after all…we are all One…Ain Od.

MINYAN AT BSC
Please join us in the 
Beth Sholom sanctuary 
on Thursdays at 
8:00 AM for minyan.

Rabbi, continued from page 4
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Message from the President 
SHARON EDELSTEIN | SMABEG@GMAIL.COM 

THANK YOU
 To our Torah and Haftarah 

volunteer readers:
Mark Vallon

Gerry Royston
Jeff Rossio

Judi Spungen
Michael Krones

And our kitchen volunteers:
Sharon Botkin
Shurron Carpel

Al Dorfman
Mary Mogan- Vallon
Judy Poiley- Nelson

Sandy Dorfman
Barbara Fromer

THANK YOU:
To everyone who had a hand in helping                                                     

with the High Holidays. 

As we begin this new year, here’s an 
update on all we’ve accomplished this 
past year and are planning for the 
upcoming year at Beth Sholom. 

• About a year ago we kicked off the 
Beth Sholom Legacy endowment fund. 
We hope this endowment fund will pro-
vide sustaining income to Beth Sholom 
in the decades to come. You can donate 

in many ways to this fund - there’s brochures in the hall with 
information, or you can donate directly online. 

• Our religious school continues to thrive, nearly doubling in 
size over the past 2 years. We opened up a religious school pre-
school class last year which is helping to meet the needs of our 
younger families and children. 

• We continued to make necessary repairs to our aging HVAC system

• We continued to update our security, and we’ve been awarded 
a new FEMA grant which will be used to continue updating 
our security and paying for our wonderful security guards.  

• Over the past year, we celebrated many b’nei mitzvot among 
our youth.

• We held many wonderful adult ed classes and learning sessions.

• We continued to maintain our beautiful native garden on the 
side of the building.

• We have agreed to install solar panels on our roof, which 
should be installed this fall and operational by spring, and will 
provide over 80% of our electricity. 

• We’ve successfully maintained our financial footing, even 
while keeping dues increases to a minimum, and we continued 
to grow our membership.

We have some really great things coming up in the next couple 
months:

• We will hold a gala on Saturday November 11 during which 
we will dedicate the Social Hall as the Newfeld Social Hall, 
honoring Marcia’s decades of service to Beth Sholom. This is 
going to be a lovely evening of food, dancing and celebration 
- I certainly hope you’ll all be there - be sure to purchase your 
tickets online.

• We are continuing to grow our programming. 

 ❍ We will have several events during Sukkot in our sukkah 
out front. 

 ❍ We have a movie night open to adults and kids on Saturday 
October 14.

 ❍ On Sunday November 5, we will have an open house in the 
Social Hall where current and potential members can find 
out more about Beth Sholom and how to get involved.

 ❍ We will have monthly teams playing Trivia at Frederick Social. 

 ❍ We’re also planning Shabbat dinners, a fun-filled Chanu-
kah party and show, and much more! 

• We continue to livestream all of our services, allowing people 
who are unable to attend in person to participate.

• We continue our regular schedule of religious events and classes.

I get asked a lot where people can find all of this information. 
Everything is on the website and in the monthly bulletin, and it’s 
all posted to our facebook group, but most importantly, please be 
sure to read the weekly emails and scroll all the way to the bottom 
to find real time details for each of these events. 

As a reminder, our High Holiday Fundraising Campaign contin-
ues. Beth Sholom is dependent on your generous contributions 
for our ability to thrive. This year we’ve started a new fund, Hei-
nini which means “Here I am” to help offset the lack of a balanced 
budget. You can also contribute directly to the general fund, to 
one of our many special funds, or to the Legacy Endowment fund. 

And of course, if you’re not already, I hope you’ll volunteer for 
bingo. It’s fun and great way to make new friends! Whether it’s 
weekly, monthly, or occasionally, please contact me or Marcia.  
Don’t worry about knowing what to do - we’ll train you! 

I hope everyone had a lovely and sweet new year. Shana Tova.
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Condolences to
Hannah Feldman on the passing of her grandfather, 

Leonard Wolin

From the Executive Director  
DAVID BASS  | DBASS@BETHSHOLOMFREDERICK.ORG

WE WANT TO KNOW….
Are you under the weather? Do you know someone who 
is? Please let us know. We want to reach out! If a mem-
ber of our community is sick or in need of a call or visit, 
please call David in the office at 301-663-3437 or email us 
at bethsholom@bethsholomfrederick.org.We need their 
names in order to say a Mi Sheberach (prayer for all those 
in need of healing) from the bima on Shabbat. If you know 
their and their mothers’ Hebrew names, please give us this 
information also. Please help to keep us informed because 
we care about you.

BINGO VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Volunteering at Bingo is both a great way to help the 
finances of the congregation and to get to know both 
the broader Frederick community and Beth Sholom 
congregants. It’s great way to meet new people, and 
have fun while also helping our community. Please 
get in touch with Marcia Newfeld (Mknewfeld1251@
gmail.com) or Sharon Edelstein (smabeg@gmail.com) 
about volunteering.

I’m writing this article in the interest-
ing time of our Jewish calendar between 
Yom Kippur and Sukkot. The High 
Holidays represent the culmination of 
significant work—spiritual, logistical 
and creative—that mark this part of our 
Jewish year.

To our congregants, I feel gratitude for 
each of you who were part of our high 
holiday experience at Beth Sholom this 

year. It was an honor to welcome you to services and to daven with 
you this year. Thank you to board members who helped welcome 
and greet congregants and to our RAC members who connected 
with many members.

We are fortunate to have clergy members in Rabbi Hersh and Can-
tor Shulie who bring deep thought, intention and meaning to our 
prayer at Beth Sholom. The meditative Slichot was one of many 
highlights for me of this high holiday season.

A very special shoutout to our staff members Ash, Sonia and Mar-
cia who each worked tirelessly to ensure a beautiful high holiday 
experience for our community. We have a great team, and I am 
grateful for each of you.

I am grateful too for the teachers and teen volunteers who gave 
time and creativity to our children’s services this year. I thank Andi 
Eyler, Forrest Popkin, Peggy Frankel and Leah Grasso for your 
work together with many teen volunteers including Evan Vivari, 
Brooke Lieberman, Elizabeth Frankel, Jack Frankel, Daniel Solo-
mon, Josh Solomon, Venice Imes, Hannah Helmer and Macallah 
Reiner. Your care and dedication allowed each of our Beth Sho-
lom youth to have a meaningful and developmentally appropriate 
experience at the high holidays. Thank you for stepping up and 
lending your talents.

One interesting part of this time of year is how Yom Kippur can 
feel both a culmination and a beginning. We have many exciting 
opportunities in these next few weeks at Beth Sholom. Sukkot 
this year will include Pizza in the Hut for Religious School on 
Sunday October 1, Sushi in the Sukkah on Tuesday October 3, 

geared toward Young Professionals and our Shmooze and Booze 
in the Sukkah on Thursday October 5.  We are bringing back 
Movie Nights—in this case Saturday evening October 14th. And 
we will likely have a congregational Shabbat dinner at the end of 
the month.

My hope and invitation is that we get even more time together with each 
of you in 5784 as we continue to build this Beth Sholom community.

With deep appreciation,
David

Welcome New
Members

Mansoor and Janet Emral Shaool

David and Anne Greenspoon

Jennifer- Joy Sutton and Sonny Smoyer
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Religious School News
DR. JENNIFER NEWFELD | RSPRINCIPAL@BETHSHOLOMFREDERICK.ORG

PARENTING CORNER
It is customary to give tzdekah before 
each Jewish holiday. In the section of the 
Torah which we read for Sukkot, Leviti-
cus 22:26-23:44, it says, “And when you 
reap the harvest of your land, you shall 
not reap all the way to the edges of your 
field, or gather the gleanings of your 
harvest; you shall leave them for the 
poor and the stranger.” (Leviticus 23.22)

I have always liked this. I like the idea that we should leave the 
corners of our field for those in need and we should not pick up 
those pieces that have fallen during the harvesting of the land. If 
you recall the Book of Ruth, this is what Ruth was doing. She was 
picking up the gleanings on Boaz’ land in order to ensure both 
Naomi’s and her own survival. The challenge in our lives today 
is to identify what are those corners of our fields. Which are the 
parts we can do without or the pieces which when dropped or left 
behind are more important to other’s survival then our own. 

Sukkot is a favorite holiday of mine. I love the time spent with 
friends and family eating meals outside, sitting together in all the 
wrong weather, always too hot or too cold, squeezing into a little 
hut with the bare necessities. Yet Sukkot meals for me are always a 
wonderful time, fondly remembered with vivid memories. Sukkot 
is the perfect time to discuss this idea with your family. What are 
your families’ corners, what are your un-reaped pieces?

OCTOBER CALENDAR
1st  –    Sukkot Program & Pizza in the Hut

4th –    Power Hour

8th –    Simchat Torah Program & Consecration

11th –  Power Hour

15th –   Religious School

22nd –  Religious School & PreK, K & 1st Family Program

25th –  Power Hour

29th –  Religious School

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS
I hope everyone is in the midst of a wonderful, and busy holiday 
season. Whoever decided that the Jewish New Year and School 
should coincide was certainly not an educator! In the Religious 
School we have a busy October full of great programs. On Octo-
ber 8th as well as our Simchat Torah Celebration we will be having 
Consecration for our Kindergarten students. This is an opportu-
nity for our community to welcome and honor our young students 
as they start their Jewish education. I can’t wait to see their smil-
ing faces up on the bima surrounded by their community. And on 
October 22nd we will have a special Family Program for Pre-k, K 
and 1st grade students and their parents as we examine Bedtime 
rituals: adding a moment of calm and sharing into your evening. 

Chag Samaech!

28 Thomas Johnson Drive  |  Frederick, Maryland 21702  |  (301) 694-3366 

Quality moving solutions
• Local
• Domestic
• International

www.ramarmoving.com
Household goods  •  Electronics  •  Tradeshows  •  Special Products  •  Logistics  •  Storage  •  Commercial  •  Rigging

Agent for United Van Lines

602 Center Street • Suite 203 • Mt. Airy, MD
301.829.6588 • www.mtairysmiles.com

David Hasson, D.M.D., P.A.
Allison Green, D.D.S.
Michael Virts, D.D.S.
Specialists in Pediatric Dentistry 

 Dr. Stuart Sheer
Specialist in Orthodontics for Children and Adults
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LIFE CYCLE INFORMATION - 
WHEN A DEATH OCCURS

When a death occurs during the work-
ing hours, please call the synagogue 
office at 301-663-3437 and ask for 
David Bass so that we may offer assis-
tance. After hours, please call David’s 
cell phone 607-727-4298.

Chesed/Religious Affairs Committee:
The Chesed Committee assists families 
who have experienced a death by pro-
viding food following the funeral. The 
Religious Affairs Committee will help 
set up and lead shivah minyanim. We 
welcome your interest and encourage 
your participation and assistance. We 
need you. Please join us in helping fel-
low congregants.

If you have any questions, please contact 
David Bass at 301-663-3437.

T
H

A
N

K
S

Sharon Botkin
Heather Cohen

Cindi Diamondstone
Sharon Edelstein
Mike Eissenstat
Derek Frankel

Gerry Goldgraben
Joe Herzog

Heather Kasper
Sara Levine
Pam Lloyd

Daryll Miller
Roz Nasher

Dan Pearlman
Robin Schnapper

Shari Ostriw-Scher 
Howie Scher

Roland Sebbane 
Yehuda Shem-Tov

Mike Smith
Bob Stone

Holly Stone
Rachel Tuer

SUCCOT
In the Strength of Tradition

We build our frail huts.

Harvest time again.

With family, friends, we eat and sing;

we gaze up through branches at the same celestial

Stars seen by our ancestors over 3,000 years ago;

Seen from their sheltering huts in the deserts, 
wandered

40 years.

Again, we escape into the Strength of Tradition.

Remembering, rejoicing, waving Lulav, Willow, 
Myrtle with Etrog;

In the chill of autumn we are blessed, warmed in our 
Succahs

Adorned with children’s art, fruits, connections;   
Love

Ann Ungar
September, 2023
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Yahrzeits
OCTOBER 2023
TISHREI  - CHESHVAN 5784

OCT. ANNIVERSARIES

OCT. BIRTHDAYS
Barbara Mark-

Dreyfuss
Aliya Reiner

 Josh Frederick
Brooke Lieberman

Julia Reifman
Justin Haber
Scott Gordon

Suzanne Oshinsky
Brielle Kaplan
Ilana Ascher

Leesa Shem-Tov
David Hill

Wynn Shaool
Erik Nicholas
Sharon Read

Sharon Zamkoff
Donna Clarke

Ashleigh Moody
Ms. Shoshanna 

Staffone
Alexander Ben-

Avraham
Jackson Levine
Barbara Bose
Joshua Maller

David Bromberg
Mali Krantz

Steve Shapiro
Eva Smith

Leslie Moore
Michael Snyder
Adam Brown

Asher Moehringer
Mindy Rubin
Sheila Blank

Becky Edland
Al Frederick
Owen Levine

Sharon & Michael Edelstein
James & Barbara Kent

Andrew & Elizabeth Reiner
Ben & Melissa Vivari

Alvin & Hedy Guttman
Andy & Shurron Carpel

Michael & Lauren Fernandez
Talia & Brent Turner

Mr. Max & Susan Peltz
Albert & Sandra Dorfman
Jordan & Rebecca Shulman
Brian & Pamela Saltzmann

Stanley & Jeanne Binder
Daniel & Amy Allex

Mitch & Joan Abrams
Jeffrey & Marcie Lerner

Robert & Marjorie Cantor
Paige & Jonathan Weiss Zesati

Jacqueline & John Haynes

SEPT. 30  -  OCT. 6
9/29 – 9/30 Days the names are read from the Bima

Frances Brown
Jamie Cohen

Roger Copeland
Feliz Eichtersheimer

Frank Hoffman
Fela Mlavsky

Ella Nass
Mr. Richard Patchen

Helyne Pincus
Howard Ross

Ida Rovin
Benjamin Aaron Sarb
Hannah Schoenberg

Frances Selzer
Samuel C. Sherer

Samuel William Siegel
Faye Simel

Dorothy Stopsky
Edward M. Tilchen

OCT. 7 - OCT. 13
10/06–10/07 Days the names are read from the Bima

Gertrude Bernstein
Emanuel Davis

Blanche Dorfman
Molly Fink

Morris Friedman
Philip Fromer

Joel Gellar
Lillian Guss

Joyce Seklir Hirschhorn
Rita Kane

Rabbi Morris Kosman
Shirley Kravitz

Jerry Lichter
Joseph Marmor

Col. Jacob Miller
Meyer Neufeld

Bertrand Pearlman
Robert M. Pittle
Bessie Pollicove

Thelma Rubinstein
Leonore Goldberg Weil

Sandra Weinstein
Eunice Winters

Bess Wolin

Philip Canter
Bonnie Pollack
Arthur Miller

Mrs. Marianne 
Erlichman

Amerie Eyler
Mark Levine

Marjorie Cantor
Michael Kaplan

Jessica Zentz
Sean Helmer

Coleman Clarke
Alberto Goetzl

Michelle Kandel
Daniel Weinstein
Stuart Greenspan

Derek Sontz
Caleb Needle

Rita Shewbridge
Rebecca Cohn

Jacqueline Haynes
Katelyn Vaughan

Barbara Price
Phyllis Schwartz

Cindi 
Diamondstone
Julius Selzer

Jennifer Needle
Barbara Fromer
Denise Swyers

Suzanne Markowitz
Kelsey Treiber

Mansoor Shaool
Daniel Solomon

J. William 
Kerpelman

Katie Levine
Annaka-Joy Bronk

Garrett Dunn

OCT. 14 - OCT. 20
10/14–10/14 Days the names are read from the Bima

Alice Brunner
Diane Chado

Maurice Clarke
Selma David
Louis Davis

Edith Agnes Dishman
Beatrice Goldstein

Julian Goldstein
Charles Horwitz

Rae Hurwitz
Lena Lerner
Brad Lovitt

Julius Patchen
June P. Rosenthal
Gussie Smallberg
Anne Tulchinsky
Eugene Weinrich

OCT. 21 - OCT. 27
10/20–10/21 Days the names are read from the Bima

Mark Avissar
Jacob Becker
Ann Chertoff

Celia Glick
Tina Hasson

Alan Hillman
Nathan Jacobson

Samuel Levine
Shirley Patchen

Jesse Vogel
Nat Winters
Shirley Zink

OCT. 28 - NOV. 3
10/27–10/28 Days the names are read from the Bima

Samuel Blum
Nathaniel Blum

Eugenia Brunner
Paul S. Cantor
David Ebinger

Stanley Franklin
Pauline Glazer
Louis Goldberg
Abraham Halle
Samuel Hasson

Julius Joseph
Hyman Lariff
Sara Levine

Manuel Marcus
Rebecca Markus

Rebecca Pargament
Steven Leonard Saltzmann

Norma Sautman
Sanford Small
Leona Stamler

Jesse Stern
William Tragert

Sylvan Weil
Anna Zebovitz
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A Place For All Seasons 
to honor and Celebrate Life 

Beth Sholom has become the 29th Partner Congregation at the 
Garden of Remembrance Memorial Park in Clarksburg, Maryland. 
For over 20 years, the Garden of Remembrance (Gan Zikaron) Memorial Park 
has become an integral part of the fabric – and a true landmark – for the entire 
Washington Jewish community, the area’s  only community-based, non-profi t 
Jewish cemetery. Beth Sholom has two new sections at Gan Zikaron including 
an interfaith section.
Explore the many benefi ts of pre-planning for you or your family. For more 
information, call 301-428-3000, or visit www.gardenofremembrance.org.

Beth Sholom Congregation Joins
The Garden of Remembrance

WHAT ARE THE OPPORTUNITIES TO 
SUPPORT THE BETH SHOLOM COMMUNITY 

AND ITS MISSION?
MEMORIAL & HONORARY GIFTS 
Throughout the year, memorial or honorary gifts may be made in memory 
or in honor of a person for a birthday, anniversary, holiday, or for a personal 
achievement. Gifts may be made to the General Fund, to a named fund or 
to the Beth Sholom Legacy Endowment Fund, and will be acknowledged 
each month in our Bulletin. 

MONTHLY SUPPLEMENTAL DONATIONS 
You can set up a monthly supplemental donation which will help Beth Sho-
lom meet our day-to-day operating expenses, which we call our “SOS Fund”. 
These may be made in honor of a person as described above. Such gifts will 
be acknowledged each month in our Bulletin. 

LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES 
Life insurance policies are often an advantageous way to fund an 
endowment gift because a large donation can be created through rela-
tively small tax-deductible premium payments. 

CHARITABLE TRUSTS 
One flexible method for leaving a contribution to Beth Sholom is through 
a Charitable Remainder Trust, which also provides tax-free benefits to 
the donor. 

CHARITABLE GIFT 
ANNUITIES 
Similar to charitable 
remainder trusts, gift 
annuities provide another 
way to contribute to the 
future of Beth Sholom, 
take advantage of tax-
free benefits, and ensure 
a continual stream of 
investment income for the 
congregation. 

If you have any questions 
regarding donations, 
please do not hesitate to 
contact our David Bass 
and/or your financial 
advisor.

Ways to Support Beth Sholom



Morris Kosman z”l | Rabbi Emertius |

Jordan Hersh | Rabbi
rabbi@bethsholomfrederick.org

Sharon Edelstein | President 
smabeg@gmail.com

David Bass | Executive Director
dbass@bethsholomfrederick.org

Shulie Hersh | Cantor
cantor@bethsholomfrederick.org

Donations
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BUILDING FUND:
Peter & Marcia Newfeld in honor of Mark & 

Mary Vallon’s 50th anniversary
Peter & Marcia Newfeld in honor of the birth 

of Eric & Iris Green’s grandson
Sid & Michelle Kandel for the yahrzeit of 

Pauline Glazer

EDUCATION FUND:
Peter & Marcia Newfeld in honor of the birth 

Chelsea Kadish & Ryan Trout’s daughter
Peter & Marcia Newfeld in memory of Hannah 

Feldman’s grandfather, Leonard Wolin
Dan & Sharon Kuebbing in honor of Leesa 

Shem- Tov
Dan & Sharon Kuebbing in honor of Eva 

Smith’s Hebrew naming ceremony

GENERAL FUND:
Rebecca Sirody in memory of Seymour Stern
Marlene Sclar in memory of Seymour Stern
Mike Eissenstat in honor of Mark & Mary 

Vallon’s 50th anniversary
Mike Eissenstat for the yahrzeit of Chris 

Eissenstat
Mike Eissenstat in honor of the marriage of 

his son Seth Eissenstat to Emily Angel
Mike Eissenstat in honor of the birth of 

Maddie Trout
Craig & Robin Cornblatt in honor of Mark & 

Mary Vallon’s 50th anniversary
Ellie Kinland in memory of Paul Eissenstat
Ellie Kinland in memory of Thomas 

Rosenblatt
Marty & Janet Potash in honor of the birth of 

Liam Jenks
Marty & Janet Potash in honor of the 

marriage of Seth Eissenstat & Emily Angel
Peter & Marcia Newfeld in honor of the 

marriage of Seth Eissenstat & Emily Angel
Barbara Fromer & Al Solomon in memory of 

Thomas Rosenblatt
Ellie Kinland in honor of Mark & Mary 

Vallon’s 50th anniversary
Barbara Fromer & Al Solomon for the 

yahrzeit of Alan Hillman
Barbara Fromer & Al Solomon for the 

yahrzeit of Philip Fromer
Joe & Karen Ashwal for the yahrzeit of 

Stanley Franklin
Roseanne Patchen for the yahrzeit of Rich Patchen
Bruce & Annette Blum for the yahrzeit of 

Nathaniel Blum
Linda & Mark Silverman in memory of 

Seymour Stern
Gary & Phyllis Schwartz for the yahrzeit of 

Dr. Jesse Vogel
Joe & Karen Ashwal in honor of the birth of a 

granddaughter to Susan and Boyd Dwyer
Joe & Karen Ashwal in honor of the birth of a 

grandson to Eileen Ebert and Bruce Zavos.
Rolland Sebbane

HIGH HOLIDAY ANNUAL APPEAL:
Gary & Phyllis Schwartz
Elise & Woody Ward
Ellie Kinland
Sharon Edelstein & Michael Smith
Martin & Marianne Erlichman
Joel Kanter & Cynthia Hallberlin
The Stern Family in memory of Seymour Stern
Betsy & Paul Kessler
Gerry Goldgraben
Harry & Susan Rovin
Aaron Berkowitz & Nicole Gordon
Roseanne Patchen
Joe & Karen Ashwal
Victor Buckwold
Bruce Jankowitz
Joan Meyer
Howard & Shari Scher
Ricky Hirschhorn in memory of parents, in-

laws & husband
Rolland Sebbane
Sharie Blum

HINEINI:
Sid & Michelle Kandel for the yahrzeit of 

Frances Selzer
Eric & Iris Green
Sharon Edelstein & Michael Smith
Sheldon & Susan Gnatt
Louise Corso & Edward Myers
Mansoor & Janet Emral Shaool
David Bass & Tom Brancato
Dan & Sharon Kuebbing in honor of Sharon’s 

aliyah
Dan & Sharon Kuebbing in memory of 

Sharon’s family members

LIBRARY FUND:
Eric & Iris Green in honor of Mark & Mary 

Vallon’s 50th anniversary
Mark & Mary Vallon in memory of Paul 

Eissenstat
Mark & Mary Vallon in memory of Thomas 

Rosenblatt
Mark & Mary Vallon in memory of William 

Rosenfeld

NEWFELD SOCIAL HALL FUND:
Shana Potash in honor of Marcia Newfeld
Sharie Blum

FAYE COHEN MUSIC FUND:
Morris & Norma Kelsey in honor of Mark & 

Mary Vallon’s 50th anniversary
Morris & Norma Kelsey for the yahrzeit of 

Mildred Kelsey Unterberger

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
David Hill & Ann Ungar in personal 

gratitude to Hashem

TORAH FUND:
Sid & Michelle Kandel for the yahrzeit of 

Samuel Levine

S-O-S FUND:
Mark & Mary Vallon
Bobbi Price
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1011 N. MARKET STREET
FREDERICK, MD 21701


