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Rabbinic Reflections - Lessons of the Chanukiah
RABBI JORDAN HERSH | RABBI@BETHSHOLOMFREDERICK.ORG

MINYAN AT BSC
Please join us on Zoom
Thursdays at 8:45 AM for 
minyan. Contact
Mark Vallon or Rabbi Hersh to join

Support The Gift Shop 
Chanukah is just around the corner, and the Beth Sho-
lom Gift Shop is the place to shop for all of your Chanukah 
needs. In addition to a great selection of chanukkiyot, we 
have lots of Chanukah gift items, colorful wrapping paper, 
latke platters and plenty of Chanukah candles. A free box of 
candles will be included with the purchase of any chanukiya. 
 
While the gift shop is unable to stay open during the pan-
demic, you may call the synagogue at 301-663-3437 to 
schedule an appointment during regular office hours Monday 
through Friday. You can also shop online at:
 https://bethsholomgiftshop.com/

Torah STUDY
JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY 
AT 11:30 A.M. VIRTUALLY
To join in, contact Monda Sagalkin 

at monda.sagalkin@gmail.com

As we approach the winter festival of 
Chanukah, the air is getting colder, 
the days shorter and with the surge of 
COVID-19, we are all spending more 
and more time inside our homes. 
There is a powerful lesson about what 
it means to turn inwards which we 
can mine from the ritual of the cha-
nukiah, or Chanukah menorah.

Our practice is to light the chanukiah inside our homes, but to 
place them in a window facing the main thoroughfare. In this way, 
it is both an intensely private, family ritual while at the same time 
being a blatantly visible, public experience. 

We are all aware, I am sure, of the degree to which a person’s out-
ward actions convey the truth about their inner selves. We learn 
about a person’s character through how they behave, despite the 
fact that character is an invisible inner quality. 

There is a discussion in the Talmud about what kind of oil and 
wicks should be used to light the chanukiah. The ultimate concern 
is for the quality of the light produced by different materials. 

We too ought to be concerned about the qualities of the light 
which radiate from ourselves and our homes. If we want to bring 
light into the world and banish darkness, we must think about 
what that light itself looks like. What are the qualities of the mate-
rials (our character, values, mental habits) which ignite to shed 
our light? 

Like the chanukiah on our window sills, what is seen on the streets 
is a direct emanation of what radiates from within. 

Kislev (the Hebrew month we currently occupy) is an opportune 
time to turn inward. Now is when we should cultivate our capac-
ity for love by spending time with family and close friends (even 
virtually). This is the season for growing in patience, as we spend 
more time with loved ones than we are used to or not enough or 
any at all. Let us use this month for forging a deeper connection 
with our sacred traditions and our G-d. Is there a Jewish book on 
your bookshelf that has yet to be read? Would you like a recom-
mendation? (If yes, be in touch!)

May this Kislev, with all its cold darkness, be one in which we 
refine our light and, from within our homes, allow its light and 
warmth to spread into the world beyond.

From my family to yours...we wish you a joyous and light-filled 
Chanukah!
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Message from the President 
SHARON EDELSTEIN | SMABEG@GMAIL.COM

December is the darkest month of the 
year, and the worsening pandemic is 
sure to make it feel even darker this year. 
COVID-19 has transformed our lives in 
ways we simply could not imagine just 
one short year ago. As Jews, we bring 
light into December during our 8 nights 
of Chanukah. Even COVID-19 can’t 
stop us from celebrating the light, com-
munity, and miracle of Chanukah! This 

year we celebrate Chanukah on December 10-18. Of course, the 
purpose of lighting the menorah is not only to light up our own 
homes but to share the light with others. That’s why the meno-
rah is placed in a doorway or window - to share the light. Despite 
COVID-19 which will keep us mostly indoors and away from our 
loved ones, I urge you to share the light of Chanukah from afar: 
light the menorah together with friends and family on video calls, 
share pictures on social media of you and your family lighting 
or enjoying the menorah, and of course place your menorah in 
a doorway or window where it can be seen by those passing by 
your house. And if you need any Chanukah supplies or gifts, our 
gift shop has gone online! Do your holiday shopping here: https://
bethsholomgiftshop.com/ 
 
To help make December a little brighter, we have lots of virtual 
gatherings planned. On Sunday December 6, we have two events 
for you to enjoy! At 2pm, guest speaker and professional gene-
alogist Jennifer Mendelsohn (Treasurer, Maryland Genealogical 
Society) will talk with us about Jewish genealogy. Start gathering 
your questions and maybe she can help you find some answers! 
Then at 4pm that same day, the religious school will host a virtual 
cooking class to learn to make sufganiyot. On Sunday December 
13, we will have another virtual youth event where we will make 
marshmallow dreidels and cupcake menorahs. Contact the syna-
gogue office for more details about these youth events. On Sunday 
December 20, Myron Sugerman will present a talk about how 
the Mafia helped Israel gain its independence. The Beth Sholom 
Book Club will highlight his book, “The Chronicles of The Last 
Jewish Gangster: From Meyer to Myron.” Look for an article by 
Joan Meyer in the November Bulletin, read the book, and have a 
rare opportunity to hear the author speak. Finally, on Thursday 
December 17, we will light the final Chanukah candles together 
as a community via Zoom. Please check the bulletin, the weekly 
newsblast, and the website for details and links. 
 
I can’t end my article without a reminder that this month, on 
giving Tuesday December 1 and throughout the month, we are 
continuing our Double your Dues (if you are able) campaign. Our 
financial situation is rough due to the continued lack of bingo 
income. We have cut all non-essential spending, but our fixed 
costs are unavoidable. Please, during this dark time of year, help 
Beth Sholom find the light by donating what you are able, dou-
bling your dues if possible. As always, you can send a check or call 
Rob and he will add your pledge to a future bill, or you can donate 

directly using the link on the website. We have placed a target on 
the website to keep everyone informed of how our Double your 
Dues (if you are able) campaign is progressing. I thank you from 
the bottom of my heart. 
 
I hope this holiday season, you are able to bring the light into 
your family, your community, and our world. Stay safe, happy and 
healthy my friends. 

Baskets Of Cheer
BY STACEE SPRINGER

Despite two con-
secutive rainy 
Sundays, the Youth 
Group overcame 
the weather chal-
lenges and opened 
their event season 
with a successful 
program called 
“Baskets of Cheer” 
on November 1st. 
Since we were 
unable to work on 
this project out-
doors as planned, 
we finally moved 
it to the social 
hall at Beth Sho-
lom, wearing 
our masks and 

practicing social distancing. We had one family at a time come 
into the social hall, select their basket and then they were on 
their way to select a variety of gift and food items to fill their 
baskets of cheer. They also had an opportunity to make crafts 
and cards to add to the cheerfulness of their baskets. The cards 
were signed “from your Beth Sholom Congregation”. We were 
able to make 16 baskets, that were distributed to various people 
in the community. As an example, one basket was given to a 
3-year-old who is being treated for Leukemia, and she loved the 
goodies and sidewalk chalk. Another basket went to an active-
duty service member who had an amputation due to her cancer. 
She loved the soft blanket and was very touched by the card 
she read. Another participant told us she “was overcome with 
emotion and so happy with the Basket of Cheer!” Some of our 
older congregants also received baskets and were very apprecia-
tive of being thought of during this difficult time with COVID. 

Thank you to all the participants: Sharon Edelstein, Brian 
Saltzman, Kevin & Andrea Eyler, Stacee Springer and the Frankel, 
Kane, Tuer, Berkowitz and Reiner families!

Macallah Reiner helps make baskets. 
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From the Executive Director 
ROB ALLEN | RALLEN@BETHSHOLOMFREDERICK.ORG

I am grateful that despite my advancing 
years, my childhood memories of cel-
ebrating Chanukah are still quite vivid. 
My dad always made sure this holi-
day was a pretty big deal at our house, 
though I am not sure if that was because 
he was really inspired by the holiday or 
he just wanted to make sure my brother 
and I didn’t feel we were missing any-
thing by the festivities taking place at 

this time of the year at the homes of our non-Jewish neighbors. 
 
Dad was a master at woodworking projects, and our garage was 
his workshop. And, so it was, that while our little street was 
ablaze with Christmas lights on most of the homes, the front 
windows of our home were glowing with a huge gold-painted 
electric wooden chanukiah, a giant white wooden star of David 
with twinkling blue lights, and an over-sized glittering spinning 
wooden dreidel mounted atop a decorated old turntable. Not 
to be outdone by my dad’s electrical feats of Chanukah, Mom’s 
contribution to the holiday were the latkes, brisket, special des-
serts and a host of other gastronomical delights. And both of 
my parents made sure we actually did live up to the Chanukah 
myth my non-Jewish friends assumed to be true, and gave us 
presents each night, however small the gifts might have been. 
 
Mom did her best to carry on these Allen-family Chanu-
kah traditions after the premature death of my dad, who 
never lived to see either of his sons reach Bar Mitzvah age. 
But despite the short years with him, these visions of Cha-
nukah left a major impression on us and continue to do so 
for the next two generations of Allens who have followed. 
 
While I did not inherit my dad’s skill at woodworking, his fas-
cination with all things electric was definitely not wasted on 
me. Consequently, when one Chanukah as an adult found me 
living in a particularly non-Jewish section of northwest sub-
urban Chicago, with the twinkling lights of that other winter 
holiday all around me, I made a shopping trip to West Rogers 
Park and Skokie, where I purchased every electric Chanukah 
decoration I could find. Given the close proximity of my resi-
dence to O’Hare Airport, it is entirely possibly my windows may 
have helped pilots navigate their planes to the runways there!  
 
But in this current chapter of my life, I find that Chanukah has taken 
on a new and deeper meaning. Its importance is less about the gifts, 
the food and the lights (well, maybe THOSE are still important!), 
and much more about the story of Chanukah itself. In these times 
when heroes are popping up all around us, we have only to look 
at Chanukah to find some of the heroes who have helped shape us 
as Jews. The story of the Maccabees’ defeat of the Greek-Syrians 
and the rededication of the Temple is an amazing display of cour-
age in the face of overwhelming odds, the power of teamwork and 
strong leadership and, of course, faith in G-d. When people refer 

to the “miracle of Chanukah,” many only focus on the small quan-
tity of oil for the holy menorah which lasted eight days, but the 
other Chanukah miracle truly is the victory of the Jewish people. 
 
In such a dark time in world history as we are currently experi-
encing, we are so fortunate to have a holiday like Chanukah to 
brighten our lives and provide us with heroes that give us hope 
for our future. Meanwhile, I’ll still be doing my best to light up my 
new neighborhood here in Frederick! 

Happy Chanukah!

BARBARA MARK-DREYFUSS
The most important connection I have with 
Beth Sholom is my very close and loving 
relationship with my granddaughter, Can-
tor Shulie, and my grandson, Rabbi Jordan. 
I am enjoying the opportunity to attend 
Zoom services at Beth Sholom and consider 
that privilege to be a silver lining to the pan-
demic. It is a genuine thrill to “participate” 
in the services, and I am filled with pride 
and inspiration, both generated by their 
genuine spiritual and uplifting leadership. 

New Member

Spotlight

Condolences to:
The Helman family on the passing of Shirley Helman

Mazal Tov to 
Alissa and Ed Locke on the birth of a new granddaughter, 

Kennedy Lee Matlock, born Tuesday, December 1.  
Parents are Ellie and Ashonzay Matlock.
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Here’s What’s Happening... 

DECEMBER 20 AT 2:00 P.M. 
THE LAST JEWISH GANGSTER:               

FROM MEYER TO MYRON 
PRESENTED BY MYRON SUGERMAN

In conjunction with the Beth 
Sholom Book Club, we pres-
ent author Myron Sugerman, 
who will discuss his memoir, 
Chronicles of the Last Jew-
ish Gangster: From Meyer 
to Myron. As a business-
man who bought, sold, and 
operated jukebox and gam-

bling machine businesses around the world, Myron had dealings 
with some of the most dangerous characters known to the public, 
including top-ranking members of the Genovese and Gambino 
crime families, La Corporacion, and the Yakuza. His stories cover 
everything from his dealings with the fearsome Cali Cartel to his 
attempt to help famous Nazi hunter Simon Wiesenthal track down 
Josef Mengele in Paraguay. Traveling the globe, he rubbed shoul-
ders with dangerous men and legendary mob figures like Longie 
Zwillman, Meyer Lansky, Joe “Doc” Stacher, Gerry Catena, Tony 
Bananas Caponigro, Tommy Ryan Eboli, and many others.

His memoir is more than just a riveting 
account of his nearly sixty-year career 
as an international outlaw in the field 
of slot machines and casinos. It is also 
a fascinating meditation on a variety 
of themes: aging, respect, adventure, 
greed, and man’s tendency to be his 
own worst enemy. Although it is chock-
full of hilarious anecdotes about his 
hapless cohorts in what he calls “disor-
ganized crime,” the book also contains 
life lessons for those perceptive enough 
to look for them—how to differenti-
ate calculated risk taking from compulsive gambling, and how to 
maintain one’s place in the world as one grows older. Today he 
lives in Montclair, N.J., with his wife Clara. He is semi-retired but 
still sought after for his counsel by the up-and-coming generation 
of the gambling machine business, to whom he is known as the 
“chief rabbi.” He has three sons—one of whom is a real rabbi and a 
well-known rabbinical scholar—and eight grandchildren.

To read the e-book before the lecture, download it from 
Amazon:  https://www.amazon.com/Chronicles-Last-Jewish-
Gangster-Meyer-ebook/dp/B0773ZWFTJ

A Zoom link will be sent by email closer to the date. It will also be 
posted on our Facebook page.

 SAVE THE DATE!
FEBRUARY 4 AT 7:00 P.M.

Our own Rabbi Leila Gal Berner will present a lecture on the 
Medieval Jewish poet, Yehuda HaLevi.

ADULT EDUCATION
BEYOND THE MYTHS: GETTING STARTED 

TRACING YOUR ASHKENAZI JEWISH ROOTS
The first December pro-
gram of our Adult Education 
series began on December 6, 
and featured Jennifer Men-
delsohn, Treasurer of the Jewish 
Genealogy Society of Mary-
land. Jennifer shared how 
Eastern European Jewish fam-
ily research is often shrouded in 
myths and misunderstandings. 
She explained how many Jewish 

family trees only extend two or three generations because of the 
fallacy that no records remain from “the old country” (not true!) 
or that “names were changed at Ellis Island” (also not true!) Jenni-
fer feels that many beginners are stymied by easily avoidable traps 
like being too inflexible with spelling and not searching creatively 
enough. As part of her presentation, Jennifer explained how to get 
started on the path to successfully reclaiming a family’s story. As a 
seasoned journalist and ghostwriter whose work has appeared in 
The New York Times, The Washington Post, Time, People, Slate, and 
USA Today, Jennifer shared how she uses many of the same strate-
gies she uses as a journalist to hone in on the hidden clues in a 
family’s story and follow where they lead—to amazing new stories 
and unexpected relatives.

Jennifer is a native Long Islander now based in Baltimore where she 
serves on the board of the Jewish Genealogy Society of Maryland, 
and is the administrator of Facebook’s Jewish genetic genealogy 
group. A member of the Association of Professional Genealogists, 
she is the creator of the movement known as #resistancegenealogy, 
a project that uses genealogical and historical records to fight dis-
information and honor America’s immigrant past. Her work has 
received international media attention.

Thanks!
A special THANK YOU and Yasher Koach to Dan Grauman 

for putting together our new Beth Sholom 
Sisterhood Gift Shop Website!  

Visit us online at https://bethsholomgiftshop.com/ 
to shop and purchase all of your Chanukah needs.
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Tzedek Committee News

FREDERICK
For the past several years, members of the Beth Sholom and 
Kol Ami Congregations have served dinner at the Frederick on 
Christmas Eve. Prior to the pandemic, Beth Sholom committed to 
serving dinner three times during 2020; at Easter, in October and 
Christmas Eve. We made these commitments before the pandemic, 
when we could purchase the food in bulk and volunteers prepared 
desserts, served and cleaned up. The pandemic has created a set 
of circumstances that is very different. Volunteers cannot be put 
at risk, so pre-packaged individual dinners must be purchased. In 
addition, the is serving dinner to 140 people a day instead of the 
100 that were served before the pandemic. All of these factors con-
spire to significantly increase the cost of the dinners. In order to 
honor our commitment to serve dinner on Christmas Eve, we are 
asking for contributions from our fellow congregants. A donation 
of $18 will pay for 2 dinners. Please contribute whatever you can 
and put “Soup Kitchen” in the check’s memo field. Toda Raba.

FREDERICK FOOD BANK
Frederick Food Bank is in need of dona-
tions because there has been an increase 
in demand for food and a decrease in 
donations. Several congregants have vol-
unteered to serve as food bank collection 
points; Cindi Diamondstone in Walk-
ersville, Sue Rovin in Clover Hill, Sharon Kuebbing in Braddock 
Heights and Middletown, Ricky Hirschhorn in New Market and 
Stacee Springer in Ballenger Creek. You can leave your contribu-
tion of non-perishable, in-date food at these members’ homes 
instead of going to a local food bank or the synagogue. Please let 
the congregants know when you plan to drop off food. Tables will 
also be set up in the synagogue’s foyers for food drop-offs if that is 
more convenient. Personal contact can be avoided by ringing the 
front or rear door buzzer and announcing you are dropping off 
food. You may also leave donations in the bins on the Food Bank 
loading dock at 14 E. All Saints St.

Here is the list of suggested items for donation:

Cereal
Canned meat 

(tuna, Chef Boy-
ardee, stews, 
chilis, etc.)

Bread
Toilet paper
Pasta
Mac & cheese
Rice a Roni
Instant mashed 

potatoes

Spaghetti sauce
Canned fruit
Canned vegetables
Canned soup
Canned beans
Single-serve containers 

of food (easy mac, 
fruit cups, pop-top 
canned items, single-
serve packets of 
oatmeal/cereal)

Rice
Household cleaners 

and cleaning supplies

Paper items such as 
tissues, paper plates, 
napkins, paper 
towels

Peanut butter
Water
Shelf-stable milk
Juice
Granola bars/single-

serve snacks
Coffee
Non-refrigerated fruit 

cups

Religious School Happenings
RABBI JORDAN AND CANTOR SHULIE HERSH |               
RSPRINCIPAL@BETHSHOLOMFREDERICK.ORG

Shalom! We’ve made it to the lumi-
nous month of Kislev/December, 
where we bask in the light of the 
Chanukah candles and feel joyous 
in celebrating the holiday. Kislev is 
a month with very special meaning. 
In Hebrew, kis means “pocket.” Lev 
means “heart.” Put them together, 
and you get a little piece of poetry -- 
“Pocket of the heart.” Kislev asks us 
to reach down deep and close a hand 
around our hearts’ desires. Bringing 
these out in the light is the beating 
heart of Kislev. Now is the time to 
rekindle our dreams. In this new month of Kislev, we enter a time 
of miracles and gain the ability to see the full spectrum of light, all 
the more brightly as winter comes on. During Kislev, we’re com-
manded to have faith, follow our hearts, and move forward, even if 
we can’t make out a clear path. A funny thing, faith. We really can’t 
comprehend it; faith desires pure presence. Faith asks us to step 
forward with trust and fearlessness. In Kislev, challenge yourself 
to move beyond logic. And keep your eyes open for miracles along 
the way; there might be a rainbow out there guiding you towards 
your dreams. Kislev urges us to try something different. Take a 
break from thinking. Like its name says, drop into the pocket of 
the heart. 

We want to encourage you to take these words to heart and allow 
them to help you tap into that beautiful feeling of brightness and 
joy that we often lack in these dark months. We also want to urge 
you to check out the gift shop at Beth Sholom for your holiday 
shopping—there are plenty of chanukah candles, menorot/cha-
nukiyot, gelt, etc. to cover you for the whole holiday. Chag Urim 
Sameach! May the light of the chanukah candles bring warmth 
and peace to your homes this year.

We Want to Know….
Are you under the weather? Do you know someone who 
is? Please let us know. We want to reach out! If a member 
of our community is sick or in need of a call or visit, please 
call Rob or Katelyn in the office at 301-663-3437 or email 
us at bethsholom@bethsholomfrederick.org. We need their 
names in order to say a Mi Sheberach (prayer for all those 
in need of healing) from the bima on Shabbat. If you know 
their and their mothers’ Hebrew names, please give us this 
information also. Please help to keep us informed because 
we care about you.



Beth Sholom Congregation 7

Double Your Dues

Donate online at 
https://www.bethsholomfrederick.org/form/doubledues, 

or call the synagogue office at 301-663-3437.
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Happy Hanukkah
Lighting the Hanukkah menorah

The candles are 
placed in the 
menorah from 
right to left, with 
one more candle 
added each night.

Baruch ata Adonai, 
Eloheinu melech ha’olam, 
asher kideshanu bemitzvotav 
vetzivanu lehadlik ner shel 
Hanukkah

Dear God, Creator of our world, 
thank You for giving us rules that 
make our lives special and for 
teaching us to light these 
Hanukkah candles.

Baruch ata Adonai, 
Eloheinu melech ha’olam, 
sheh'asa nisim lavoteinu
bayamim haheim bazman
hazeh

Dear God, Creator of our 
world, thank you for performing 
miracles for our ancestors, 
long ago and now.

Baruch ata Adonai, 
Eloheinu melech ha’olam, 
shehecheyanu 
vekiyemanu 
vehigi’anu 
lazman hazeh. 

Dear God, Creator of our world, 
thank you for keeping us
alive so we can celebrate this 
important moment.

Amen

Amen

Amen

Light the Shamash, 
the helper candle, 
first. Then say 
two blessings – 
one for lighting 
the candles, and 
one for miracles.

Shamash

Use the Shamash to light the other 
candles, starting with the newest 

candle, on the left.

If it's the first night of Hanukkah, 
add a third blessing for celebrating.

ה י‐י ֱא‐לֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֲאׁשר רּוְך ַאּתָ ּבָ
ה  ל ֲחֻנּכָ נּו ְלַהְדִליק ֵנר ׁשֶ ִמְצֹוָתיו ְוִצּוָ נּו ּבְ ָשׁ  ִקּדְ

ה ָעׂשָ ה י‐י ֱא‐לֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ׁשֶ רּוְך ַאּתָ  ּבָ
ה ּז ַמן ַהֶ ּז ְ ּיִמים ָהֵהם ּבַ ָ ים ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ּבַ ִנּסִ

ה י‐י ֱא‐לֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם רּוְך ַאּתָ ָבּ
ה  ּז ַמן ַהֶ ּז יָענּו ַלְ ֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְיָּמנּו ְוִהּגִ ׁשֶ

12345678

To learn more go to pjlibrary.org/hanukkah

Celebrate Chanukah!
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1. LIGHT THE MENORAH EACH NIGHT
Even if you will be the only one to witness it, it’s a mitzvah to light 
the menorah every night of Chanukah. If you have a hard time 
getting out, be sure to order candles (or oil and wicks) in advance, 
so that you can bring the light of Chanukah into your home, chas-
ing away any gloominess you may be feeling. But beyond fuzzy 
feelings, the menorah is an actual mitzvah, which must be per-
formed in a specific manner (the time and place matter, as does 
the fact that you need to use real flames, not electricity).
2. STOP AND THINK!
That’s right, we are sometimes so busy running to Chanukah 
parties or preparing to host and bring Chanukah joy to oth-
ers, that we barely find time to contemplate the candles and the 
message they impart. In the words of Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak, the 
sixth Chabad rebbe, “We must listen to what the flames tell us,” 
and think deeply into the story of Chanukah, the sacrifices our 
ancestors made to preserve Judaism, and the miracles Gd per-
formed—and still performs—for us.
With the extra time our seclusion has afforded us, let’s focus on 
these messages and how they apply to us today.
3. FRY UP SOME DELICIOUS LATKES
There is a centuries-old custom of frying (and eating!) foods such as 
doughnuts or latkes, pancakes of cheese or potato. They remind us 
of the miracle of Chanukah, in which a small quantity of oil, enough 
for just 24 hours, lasted for a full eight days. Not used to cooking in 
small quantities? No problem. Make extra, pack up the surplus, and 
drop off your greasy goodies on the doorsteps of fellow quarantiners.
4. INVITE FRIENDS TO ZOOM PARTIES
Aside from  Shabbat, the rest of Chanukah we are free to enjoy 
the gift of wireless technology. So be sure to schedule some vir-
tual zoom celebrations with loved ones and friends. Book your 
calendar in advance and see if you can spread out the joy over the 
course of the 8-day holiday.
Pro tip #1: Add a tangible element to your shared celebration by 
having some Chanukah goodies delivered to your “guests.”
Pro tip #2: If everyone has a dreidel at home, you can play a long 
distance game, with someone keeping tally on the whiteboard.
Pro tip #3: Read a Chanukah story aloud, to add some inspiration 
to the socialization.
5. JOIN (OR ORGANIZE) A CAR-TOP MENORAH PARADE
A beautiful new iteration of the age-old imperative to spread the 
Chanukah message to the masses is the car-top menorah parade, 
where people with menorahs attached to their cars drive around, 
spreading awareness, good cheer, and hope. Since you can do this 
from the safety of your closed car, this is the ultimate socially dis-
tanced Jewish ritual. Call your local Chabad to join their parade. If 
there isn’t one, go online, order a menorah, create an online event 
for people to sign up, and start your own.
6. MAKE SHABBAT CHANUKAH SPECIAL
Celebrated for eight days, every Chanukah contains (at least one) 
Shabbat. Although we do not kindle the menorah on Shabbat 
(taking care to light it on Friday afternoon before kindling Shabbat 
candles, and then again on Saturday night after the holy day has 
ended), Shabbat Chanukah is a special time. Make this Shabbat 
more festive by adding something special to your menu, printing 

12 Tips for an Amazing Chanukah at Home

up extra Torah thoughts to read during the long, quiet evening, 
and singing Hallel (Psalms of praise we say every morning of Cha-
nukah) aloud with extra fervor and joy.
7. LEARN EXTRA TORAH
On Chanukah we celebrate our victory over the Syrian Greek 
interlopers, who wished to squelch the study of “Gd’s Torah,” 
although they were more than fine with those who wished to read 
the Jewish texts in the name of intellectual curiosity or research. 
Got some extra time on your hands? Log onto Chabad.org (OK, 
you are here already), pull a Jewish book off the shelf, call a study-
buddy, and learn the very Torah that the Greeks wanted us to 
relegate to the dusty back of the library.
8. MAKE A CHANUKAH CRAFT
The isolation of the last nine months has given birth to a burst of 
creativity, as people learned to paint, bake, craft, and draw their 
worries away. Even before the holiday begins, get into the spirit by 
creating unique Chanakah art to decorate your home. Paintings, 
dreidels, and even menorahs can all be made at home.
9. GIVE EXTRA CHARITY
Did you ever notice that two major Chanukah customs, giv-
ing gelt and playing dreidel, both mean that our kids receive some 
extra cash? There’s a good reason for this. The infusion of funds 
allows our children (and us) to give extra charity (tzedakah) to 
those in need. During the events of Chanukah, the Greeks confis-
cated money from charity funds, and we celebrate by giving even 
more than usual, an act that refines the soul, symbolized by the 
light-giving menorah.
Give extra charity each day of Chanukah, depositing the share for 
Shabbat on Friday afternoon.
If you have a physical pushke (charity box) at home, put the coins 
or bills there. If not, you can donate online to the deserving desti-
nation of your choice.
10. TELL (OR READ) HEARTWARMING STORIES
Chanukah is the season of miracles—the ideal time to read inspir-
ing stories of Chanukahs past and of G-d’s miraculous presence in 
our lives, “in those days [and] in this time.” If you are with some-
one else, take turns reading stories to each other. If you are alone, 
read them to yourself or call a friend to join you.
11. PLAY CHANUKAH MUSIC
The Code of Jewish Law tells us that it is appropriate to make our 
meals on Chanukah a bit more lavish and to use the time to praise 
Gd for His kindness. One way to do this is to sing songs of praise. 
From the dreidel song to Oh Chanukah, Chanukah music has a way 
of warming the heart and bringing light to the darkest of evenings.
12. PLAY DREIDEL
With just a small plastic spinning top and a pile of coins, nuts, 
beans or the token of your choice, you can play a fun or competi-
tive round of dreidel, the traditional Chanukah pastime.
If you are alone, you can play against the house. To do so, you need 
to modify the gimmel and hei to win you a smaller amount than 
normal, so that the game does not end immediately after you get 
your first gimmel. Feel free to fiddle with the amounts and have 
fun with this one. And if you are with others, invite everyone for 
a grand tournament.
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Make Your Own Chanukiah
Do your kids love to get their hands dirty with play dough 
or clay? Have you ever tried making your own salt dough? 
 
You can make a beautiful Chanukiah  for your family using a 
simple recipe that’s similar to homemade play dough. Note: This 
recipe makes four individual candleholders, so you might want 
to double the recipe to have enough for a full Chanukiah with 
nine holders.

SUPPLIES
1 cup flour
1⁄2 cup salt
1⁄2 cup warm (not hot) water
Cookie cutters
Candles
Nontoxic paint

DIRECTIONS
Mix flour and salt together in a medium bowl, then add water 
and stir to combine. Knead the dough for about five minutes.

When the dough is fully kneaded, divide it into four balls, and 
place the balls on a parchment-lined baking sheet.

Flatten the balls into circles, then use a cookie cutter to shape 
each one—you can make hearts, Stars of David, whatever you 
like. Press a candle into the center, wiggle it, then remove it; 
you’ll be left with a candle-shaped hole.

Bake the candleholders in a 250 degree oven for three hours, or 
simply leave the candleholders out overnight to dry.

When candleholders are fully dried, paint them however you 
like. Line the holders with foil before lighting.

Oh-So-Good Latkes
BY LAUREN GROVEMAN

Meat/Dairy Pareve Time 30-60 Minutes Difficulty Easy Health & Allergies Vegetarian Yield: about 12 pancakes; serves 6
Crisp on the outside and wonderfully 
seasoned on the inside, these oil-fried 
potato pancakes are traditionally served 
during  Chanukah  and, like most other 
traditional Jewish foods, represent much 
more than just something wonderful to 
eat.  Latkes  are a perfect example of how 
the act of cooking paired with the prac-
tice of shared family meals can be used 
to keep Jewish heritage alive. Having said 
that, although the annual use of oil to 
fry foods during Chanukah are meant to 
commemorate the struggle, perseverance and ultimate survival 
of the Jewish people, these latkes taste so great that (if you’re like 
me) you’ll enjoy serving them all throughout the year! Serve these 
potato pancakes hot, accompanied by Homemade Applesauce.

Special Equipment
• Food processor or hand-held grater
• Triple-mesh strainer
• 10- to 12-inch heavy-bottomed skillet, preferably seasoned cast iron
• Deep-fry thermometer (optional)
• Small gravy ladle or 1/4 cup dry measuring cup
• Spatter shield (optional)

Ingredients
• 4 large Idaho baking potatoes
• 1 medium-sized yellow onion, peeled and cut into wedges
• 1 extra-large egg
• 4 tablespoons matzo meal
• 2 generous tablespoons chopped flat-leaf Italian parsley and/

or fresh chives
• Kosher or sea salt, as needed
• Freshly ground black pepper, to taste
• Flavorless vegetable oil or mild peanut oil, as needed for frying
• Chopped chives, for garnish

Directions
1) To prepare and puree or grate the potatoes: Scrub and peel the 
potatoes and place them in a bowl of ice water to prevent discolor-
ation and to remove some of the excess surface starch. When ready 
to fry, remove the potatoes from the water, rub dry and, if using a 
food processor, cut into chunks. Place the potatoes with the onion 
wedges into the bowl of a food processor fitted with the steel blade. 
Process until fairly smooth. Pour mixture into a triple-mesh strainer 
that sits over another bowl and place a doubled sheet of paper tow-
eling directly on top of the potato mixture to keep it from turning 
brown. Allow to drain for 3 to 5 minutes. Alternatively, for a more 
textural mixture, rub the potatoes and onion against a hand-held 
grater over a bowl. Drain as directed above.

2) To heat the oil: Cover a few wire cooling racks with a double-
thickness of paper toweling. Pour vegetable oil into a 10-to 12-inch 
skillet (preferably cast iron) to measure 1/2 inch. Heat until the 

top looks shimmering but not smoking (3650 F).

3) To assemble the batter: Pour the drained potato mixture into a 
large mixing bowl. Add the egg, matzo meal, chopped parsley and/
or chives and mix well with potato mixture. Season the mixture 
generously with salt and freshly ground black pepper.

4) To fry pancakes: Using 1/4 cup dry measuring cup, scoop por-
tions of potato mixture and ease it into the hot oil. Use the bottom 
of the dry measure or a flat turning spatula (not a spoon) to flatten 
slightly. Fry until golden brown on both sides (turning once) and, 

Latkes and Chunukiyot!

Continued on page 11



Beth Sholom Congregation 11

Yahrzeits
DECEMBER 2020
KISLEV -TEVET 5781

*Indicates Shabbat on which name will be read 
from the Bima.

DECEMBER 4 & 5*
Zina Berner 
Neil Fromer

Doris Goldstein
Nancy Ellen Gorelick

Deane Levine
Ellen Jean Levine
Channah Miller

Peshe Leah Miller
Rachel Pia Miller

Saul Miller
Minnie Pollicove

Helen Raab
Israel Sadownik

Jean Schlossenberg
Bernard Zavos

DECEMBER 11 & 12*
Charles Becker 

Clarence “Larry” Brull 
Theodore O. Cron 

Geta Elkon 
Charles Mogilewsky 

Andrew David Nisenfeld 
Ruth Schnapper 
Hope Shykind 
Lenore Stern 

Harry Warendorf, Jr. 
Mr. Bill Zentz 
Louise Zweig

DECEMBER 18 & 19*
Larry Brull 

Rose Cooper 
Barry Cornblatt 
Lela B. Costin 
Rosalie Cron 
Samuel Kalb 
Ron Kessler 

Thomas Kincaid 
Miriam Rieger 

Ina Rubin

DECEMBER 25 & 26*
Molly Bailin 

Rae Sager Berman 
Bea Greenfield 

Martin Greenspan 
Barry Kalb 

Morris Mandelowitz 
Alec Meyer 
Sam Needle 
Harry Sager 

William Simbaliski

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Amy Altman 
Halee Helmer 
Nathan Diaz 

Spencer Neufeld 
Franna Ruddell 
Cindy Shubin 

Jill Ascher 
Elizabeth Reiner 
Katherine Hark 

Shulie Hersh 
Venice Imes 

Judith Spungen 
Sharon Lovitt-Nicholas 

Earl Nelson 
Dana Simel 
Amy Allex 

Deorah Blum 
Sydnee Elkon 
Linda Kincaid  

Marcia Newfeld 
Shirley Helman

Eleanor Ashkenazi 
Michael Eissenstat 

Jenny Lazarus 
Sharon Payne 
Kevin Eyler 

Charles Lenkin 
Pamela Lloyd 
Lydia Needle 

Seymour Stern 
Michael Smith 

Jessica Fitzwater 
Leah Grasso 

Victor Buckwold 
Barry Diamondstone  

DEC. ANNIVERSARIES
Todd & Gail Fineberg
Sid & Michelle Kandel
Phil & Mona Canter

Gary & Darlene Carver
Boyd & Susan Dwyer

Len & Margaret McWilliams
Brad & Heather Cohen

using 2 spatulas to help press out excess 
oil, carefully remove each cooked pancake 
from the hot oil to drain on the prepared 
wire racks. Continue frying until you’ve 
finished the batter.

5) To serve: Serve hot on a warmed serving 
tray accompanied by fresh applesauce and, 
if desired, just before serving, sprinkle the 
tops of the latkes lightly with chives and 
salt. (Don’t salt the latkes until just before 
serving since applying salt to the exterior 
in advance will cause the potatoes to lose 
some of their crispness.)

Time Management Tips
• The potatoes can be peeled early in the 

day and kept totally submerged in water. 
Leave them at room temperature for a few 
hours or refrigerate for longer storage.

• The latkes can be cooked up to 4 hours in 
advance and left at a comfortable room 
temperature. To reheat, place them on a 
wire rack that sits within a large shallow 
baking sheet in a preheated 3500 F oven 
until hot and crisp, about 15 minutes.

• Cooked latkes also can be frozen in 
a heavy freezer container separated 
by sheets of waxed paper. (If plan-
ning to freeze them, remove from hot 
oil when lightly golden but not a deep 
brown.) To reheat, don’t thaw but heat 
on a wire rack within a shallow baking 
sheet in a preheated 4000 F oven until 
hot throughout, brown and very crisp, 
about 20 minutes. Cover the pancakes 
loosely with aluminum foil (shiny side 
up to deflect heat), if the latkes start to 
become overly brown.

Latkes, continued from page 10
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December 2020 15 Kislev 5781 - 16 Tevet 5781
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 15 KISLEV 2 16 KISLEV 3 17 KISLEV4 18 KISLEV 5 19 KISLEV

6 20 KISLEV 7 21 KISLEV 8 22 KISLEV 9 23 KISLEV10 24 KISLEV11 25 KISLEV12 26 KISLEV

13 27 KISLEV 14 28 KISLEV 15 29 KISLEV 16 1 TEVET 17 2 TEVET18 3 TEVET 19 4 TEVET

20 5 TEVET 21 6 TEVET 22 7 TEVET 23 8 TEVET24 9 TEVET25 10 TEVET26 11 TEVET

27 12 TEVET 28 13 TEVET 29 14 TEVET 30 15 TEVET31 16 TEVET

Chanukah - Day 1 Chanukah - Day 2

Chanukah - Day 3 Chanukah - Day 4 Chanukah - Day 5 Chanukah - Day 6
Rosh Chodesh Tevet

Chanukah - Day 7 Chanukah - Day 8

Tenth of Tevet

Vayishlach

Vayeshev

Miketz

Vayigash

4:26

4:27

4:29

4:32

10a Meditation Class

7p Rabbi Hersh Adult Ed
Class

10:30 Bat Mitzvah Class

8p Rabbi T Class

8:45a Minyan
9:30a Talmud Class

4:15p Yedid 
Nefesh-Facebook and 
Zoom

10a Live Streamed 
Service

5:45p Havdalah-Zoom

9:30a Religious School

11:30a Torah Study

2p Guest Speaker- 
Jennifer Mendelsohn

4p Virtual Religious 
School Sufganiyot 
Making

10a Meditation Class

7p Rabbi Hersh Adult Ed
Class

10:30 Bat Mitzvah Class

7:30p Exec. Committee 
Mtg.
8p Rabbi T Class

8:45a Minyan
9:30a Talmud Class

First Night of 
Chanukah

4:15p Yedid 
Nefesh-Facebook and 
Zoom

10a Live Streamed 
Service

5:45p Havdalah-Zoom

9:30a Religious School

11:30a Torah Study

1p Virtual Youth Event- 
Marshmallow Dreidels 
and Cupcake Menorahs

7:30p Fundraising 
Committee

10a Meditation Class

7p Rabbi Hersh Adult Ed
Class

10:30 Bat Mitzvah Class

2p Rosh Chodesh Group

7:30p BOT Mtg.
8p Rabbi T Class

8:45a Minyan
9:30a Talmud Class

6p Community 
Chanukah Candle 
Lighting-Zoom

4:15p Yedid 
Nefesh-Facebook and 
Zoom

10a Live Streamed 
Service

5:45p Havdalah-Zoom

9:30a Religious School

11:30a Torah Study

2p Guest Speaker-Myron
Sugerman

10a Meditation Class

7p Rabbi Hersh Adult Ed
Class

10:30 Bat Mitzvah Class

8p Rabbi T Class

Office Closes at 12pm
8:45a Minyan
9:30a Talmud Class

4p Dinner for the Soup 
Kitchen

 Christmas Day
Office Closed

4:15p Yedid 
Nefesh-Facebook and 
Zoom

10a Live Streamed 
Service

5:45p Havdalah-Zoom

No Religious School

11:30a Torah Study

10a Meditation Class

7p Rabbi Hersh Adult Ed
Class

10:30 Bat Mitzvah Class
Office Closes at 12pm
8:45a Minyan
9:30a Talmud Class

Mark Your Calendar!



Morris Kosman z”l | Rabbi Emertius |

Jordan Hersh | Rabbi
rabbi@bethsholomfrederick.org

Sharon Edelstein | President 
smabeg@gmail.com

Rob Allen | Executive Director
rallen@bethsholomfrederick.org

Shulie Hersh | Cantor
cantor@bethsholomfrederick.org

Donations

BUILDING FUND
Sherry and Willie Greenfield for speedy 

recovery of Sid Kandel 

DOUBLE YOUR DUES CAMPAIGN
Marianne and Martin Erlichman 
Earl and Judy Poiley-Nelson   
Rosanne Patchen  
Howie & Shari Scher in honor of our 
President, Sharon Edelstein 
Ellie Kinland & Roger Copeland 
Andy Rosenfeld 
Howard & Ibby Levine 
Sharon & Daniel Kuebbing 
Cindy & Barry Diamondstone 
Lois & Bill Loew
Margie & Bobby Cantor  with love and 

appreciation for all that Beth Sholom brings 
to our lives

David & Sara Levine 
Paula & Carl Rothman 
Jenny & Julian Lazarus 
Sharon Edelstein & Mike Smith 
Darlene & Gary Carver
Dan & Amy Allex  in honor of all the work 

Marcia did over the years running Beth 
Sholom

Dona &Philip Canter 
David & Debbie Finkelstein 
Joe & Karen Ashwal 
 

EDUCATION FUND
Micki & Garry Cohen in yarhzeit of Rita 

Kane
Janice Pittleman for the yahrzeit of Jacob and 

Hannah Pittleman
Ricki & Denny Deragisch for the yahrzeit of 

Samuel Potash

GENERAL FUND
Gerry Goldgraben for the yahrzeit of R. Joan 

Vogel
Fay Kaufman for the recovery of Sid Kandel
Abby Roane for the yahrzeit of Shirley Zink
Sandra & Alan Winter 
Karen & Joseph Ashwal in memory of Brad 

Lovitt
Barbara Fromer & Albert Solomon for the 

yahrzeit of Neil Fromer
Marianne & Martin Erlichman for the 

yahrzeit of Morris Mandelowitz 
Darlene & Gary Carver for the yahrzeit of 

Murray Carver
Bobbi Price for the yahrzeit of Samuel Kalb
Bobbi Price for the yahrzeit of Barry Kalb
Rabbi Leila Gal-Berner & Franna Ruddell for 

the yahrzeit of Zina Berner
MJ Minton for the yahrzeit of Milton Diener

GENERAL FUND continued
Janet & Marty Potash for the yahrzeit of 

Nancy Gorelick 
Janet & Marty Potash for the yahrzeit of 

Samuel Potash
Sharon & Marshall Botkin for the yahrzeit of 

Andrew Nisenfeld
Vicki & David Ginsburg for the yahrzeit of 

Egon Gartenberg
Michelle & Sid Kandel in honor of Rabbi 

Hersh
Martha & Martin Zweig for the yahrzeit of 

George Rosen
Martha & Martin Zweig for the yahrzeit of 

Louise Zweig
Elaine & Spencer Neufeld for the yahrzeit of 

Max Ross
Patty & Jack Helman in memory of Shirley 

Helman
Bruce & Ellen Gordon for the yahrzeit of 

Milton Gordon
Sylvia Scar for the yahrzeit of Stanley 

Brandorff 
Jeanne & Stan Binder for the yahrzeit of Lela 

Costin 

JULES AND ROSE SHAPIRO G’MACH
Melody & Forrest Popkin
Joyce Gordon for the yahrzeit of Milton 

Gordon
Michelle & Sid Kandel for the yahrzeit of 

Charles Becker 
 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Linda Kincaid for the yahrzeit of Thomas 

Kincaid
Shirley Neufeld for the yahrzeit of Alexander 

Lazerowitz
Carolyn Needle for the yahrzeit of Sam 

Needle
Joseph Kalen for the yahrzeit of Richard 

Kalen

TZEDEK COMMITTEE
Soup Kitchen Donations:
Marcy Taylor
Stan & Jeanne Binder
Cathy & Jaques Reifman 
Karen & Joe Ashwal
Amy Gober 
Monda & Sandy Sagalkin 
Andrew Rosenfeld 
Sharon Edelstein & Mike Smith 

 

TORAH FUND
Michelle & Sid Kandel for misheberachs  

BASKING IN THE LIGHT OF 
SHABBAT

Here are the various links to participate 
in our Friday Night Yedid Nefesh 

And Saturday Night Havdalah
 

ZOOM LINK FOR FRIDAY NIGHT 
YEDID NEFESH:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89920738687?p
wd=d0hqbEQ1UTBWMFkxdmZGQTBnQTVq

UT09
Meeting ID: 899 2073 8687

Passcode: Shalom 
 

FACEBOOK link for Friday night Yedid Nefesh:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/401215916610560/

ZOOM link for Saturday night 
Havdalah:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84394442462?p
wd=UTVnc1RiV29qOXo0MVVRZlpMNk9vZz09

Meeting ID: 843 9444 2462
Passcode: Shalom
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United' 

� 
Moving Systems, Inc. 

Howard Levine 
Vice President 

28Thomas Johnson Drive 
Frederick, MD 21702 

Phone 301-694-3366 
Cell 240-674-8243 
Toll-free 1-800-925-6683 
Fax 301-620-4361 
Email hlevine@ramarmoving.com 

www.ramarmoving.com 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

• 

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY 
Home Services 

Isis Tepper 
REALTOR® 
Pricing Strategy Advisor PenFed Realty 
5100 Buckeystown Pike, Suite 290 
Frederick, MD 21704 
301-906-6714
240-815-9040
isis.tepper@penfedrealty.com
http://isistepper.penfedrealty.com
License# 674790 

1il' A member of the fnmchiae ayatem of BHH Afllliatee, I.LC 

BE A BULLETIN ANGEL
A Bulletin Angel helps defray the cost of producing and pub-
lishing the Beth Sholom Bulletin. Your donation of $36 may 
be in honor or memory of a loved one and will be acknowl-
edged in a special box in the Bulletin.

LIFE CYCLE INFORMATION - 
WHEN A DEATH OCCURS

When a death occurs during working hours, please call the 
synagogue office at 301-663-3437 and ask for Rob Allen so 
that we may be of assistance. After hours, please call Rob’s cell 
phone 303-717-3933, leave a message on Rob’s cell phone and 
Rob will return the call. On holidays and Shabbat, even though 
detailed arrangements for a funeral may not be made, you may 
still leave a message on Rob’s cell phone.

Chesed/Religious Affairs Committee:
The Chesed Committee assists families who have experienced 
a death by providing food following the funeral. The Religious 
Affairs Committee will help set up and lead shivah minyanim. 
We welcome your interest and encourage your participation 
and assistance. We need you. Please join us in helping fellow 
congregants.

If you have any questions, please contact Rob Allen at 301-663-3437.
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9501 Catoctin Mountain Highway, Frederick, MD 21701  •  www.resthaven.us  •  P 301.898.7177  •  F 301.898.3308

 » Advanced Audio & Video Systems

 » Personalized Lighting & Music

 » Flexible Rooms and Expandable Chapel

 » Community and Gathering Room

Now Open and Ready to Serve

Advanced planning is available now. Ease the burden on your family and freeze costs at current 

prices. Call us at (301)898-7177 to schedule your free consultation and cost comparison.

GARDEN OF SOLOMON

Our Jewish Cemetery, Serving Frederick and Surrounding areas since 1966

Our brand new, state-of-the-art funeral home and community center.
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1011 N. MARKET STREET
FREDERICK, MD 21701


