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Dear Friends,

On the day that I’m writing this article we are observing the 
“Sheloshim” – the thirtieth day since the massacre of the 
eleven members of Congregation Eitz Chaim in Pittsburgh.  
The shock and horror of that day, and the days which fol-
lowed, are now a part of the history of the American Jewish 
community. I think often about what took place on that Shab-
bat in October.  

Certainly, I’m more concerned than ever before about the 
threats the Jewish people face both here and abroad.  An-
ti-Semitism has once again raised its ugly head and we dare 
not be reticent in confronting it. But there is another threat – 
some might say a far greater threat to our people. Sadly, over 
the decades, there has been a dramatic weakening of Jewish 
commitment, a growing indifference to the concept of Jewish 
community, a growing distance from Jewish traditions and 
rituals. As real as the external threat to our people surely is, 
what is happening internally is for me nothing short of heart-
breaking.

By the time you receive this bulletin we will be in the midst of Hanukkah. The Festival began when Jews, 
we know as the Maccabees, chose to take a stand. As history tells us they fought against the Greeks – but 
at the same time they hoped to win the hearts of their fellow Jews who were losing their spiritual connec-
tion to Judaism. The Maccabees had the Greek army to fight, and concurrently, they were hoping to lead 
a renewal within the Jewish community of their time.

The Holiday of Hanukkah came into being because the Maccabees won their military victory which in-
spired a powerful return to Jewish life.  The lights of the menorah symbolize that when the Maccabees 
won – Judaism won. These lights must never be allowed to grow weak – or God forbid – die out. They are 
the lights which have been lit by our people down through the centuries. And each time the candles were 
lit our people made the statement that we want to be Jews – more than we want to be just like everyone 
else.  

As we mourn the eleven Jews murdered in Pittsburgh and, at 
the same time celebrate Hanukkah let us hear the call to feel a 
renewed sense of pride for who we are, and for the tradition 
and people whose history and destiny we share.

Betty and our family join me in wishing you and your family a 
very joyous Hanukkah.

Faithfully yours,

Rabbi Charles Klein

Michelle & Michael Schwartz and Family
Senior Rabbinic Chair

The Bulletin
published quarterly by

Merrick Jewish Centre
CONGREGATION OHR TORAH

225 Fox Boulevard
Merrick, NY 11566

Temple Office: (516) 379-8650
Charles A. Klein, Rabbi

Jack Dermer, Assistant Rabbi
Jamey Kohn, Administrative Director

Howard Segal, President
Helena Eilenberg, Education Director

Howard Zryb, Editor



Page 3

Dear Friends,

As the days continue to grow shorter and our heavy coats come 
out of our closets, I’m reminded of a teaching in the Talmud about 
the very first winter.  At the dawn of creation, as this Talmudic leg-
end would have it, the first human being, Adam, was alone in the 
garden of Eden. Enjoying the bounty of the garden through that 
first summer and fall, all was well with Adam, who was content to 
walk around in the warm weather without wearing so much as a 
fig leaf. 
The weeks went on, however, and Adam noticed the sun begin-
ning to set earlier. He felt the bitter chill of winter nights for the 
first time, and he cried out to God, “Woe is me! Perhaps because I 
sinned, the world is growing colder and darker.”

Worried and filled with doubt, Adam waited in prayer through 
those longs nights of winter, unsure of what would happen to him 
and the world God had created. Despite his doubts, he continued 
to wait faithfully until the winter solstice, the darkest night of the 
year, had passed, and when the days began to grow longer and the 
brightness of the sun was felt once more, Adam realized that there 
is a time for every season, a place in creation for both darkness 
and light. 

This Talmudic legend offers a powerful message for us as fall gives way to winter, and as we reflect back on 
what has occurred over the course of these last few weeks.

The month of Cheshvan, known as a month of bitterness in Jewish tradition, was particularly bitter this year, 
and brought with it some of the darkest and most painful moments in recent Jewish memory. Following the 
murder of 11 innocent Jews praying at the Tree of Life congregation, the scourge of Anti-Semitism has con-
tinued to plague our country. We’ve read in recent weeks about swastikas spray painted on Jewish buildings 
and Nazi salutes in school photographs, and it feels like we are Adam, calling out to God for strength and 
guidance during the darkest night of winter. 

And yet, here at the Merrick Jewish Centre, we are responding to the darkness of the world by increasing our 
light. Just one day after the Pittsburgh shooting, I found myself beaming with pride as I watched our Aleph 
class painting Shabbat candlesticks to bring the light of mitzvot into their homes. We also celebrated our an-
nual “Breakfast with Bubbe” event, where I led a group of children and their grandparents in singing, story-
telling, and painting family trees as we remembered the meaning of the words l’dor v’dor, from generation to 
generation, we will speak God’s praise.  

Now, with Channukah just past, we continue to share our light with the wider world around us. The night 
before the holiday begins, I’ll be revving up the engine of a U-haul truck and driving down to North Carolina 
to distribute household goods to the many communities that were devastated by hurricane Florence. It is 
my hope that these gifts will make the winter months a little brighter for those impacted by the storm, and 
remind them that they are not alone. 

In all these ways and more, I’m proud of our MJC family. I’m inspired by our capacity for goodness, and our 
ability to stand with strength and faith in the face of those who would see us hide in fear. May our menorot 
shine brightly this season, reminding us all that together our light will illuminate even the darkest of winter 
nights.   

L’Shalom,
Rabbi Dermer 
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Dear Friends,

What a whirlwind of activity this past fall with nonstop pro-
gramming and activities and multiple simchas each Shabbat.   
Our visitors are always amazed by the number of programs 
and people in the building every hour day and night. It is 
beautiful watching Rabbi Klein and Rabbi Dermer work so well 
together on the bima, and with Heléna Eilenberg, Education 
Director, inspiring and educating the children in the Hebrew 
School.   

This fall marked a record breaking moment. Many of you 
are aware that during High Holiday services, an anonymous 
donor generously made-known a dollar for dollar match of 
our annual Kol Nidre appeal pledges (through October 15th), 
with the matching funds to go into our Capital & Endowment 
Campaign.  The response of the congregation was extraordi-
nary.  Over four hundred members participated.  New families 
and long-time congregants made first time gifts and increased 
contributions.  There was a strong sense of ruach (spirit) as 
members were calling and emailing the office into the night 

with their commitments. Everyone gave with their heart, and 
we achieved nearly $170,000 raised. Special thanks to our Kol Nidre Chairs, Paul Gellman, Mitch Simon 
and Rena Cohen Kozin for their tireless efforts.

I’d like to conclude my article this month with a note on one of the perils of frequent use of social media.  
Social Media is a powerful communication tool.  You can broadcast your dinner selection to all 1,000 
of your Friends and Followers on Facebook and Twitter, and they can feel like they were with you at the 
restaurant.  I’ve come to realize however that your online Friends can still easily feel alone.  “Liking” with 
a frowny face the post of a sickness does not take the place of a personal contact. It is possible to be com-
pletely up-to-date on the goings on of a friend’s trauma by watching it take place over the course of mul-
tiple posts.  However, unless you personally reach out to your friend with a phone call or a meaningful 
chat, they may feel that you don’t truly care.  Try not to fall into this trap.  Be more than just a “Like” for 
your friend and reach out to them and make sure they know you are more than an electronic presence.

Wishing everyone a Festive Hanukkah!

B’Shalom,

Jamey Kohn, Administrative Director.
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On the Shabbat morning of October 27th living as a Jew in 
America was dealt a severe and painful blow. The lives of 
eleven innocent Jewish brethren, who went to their syna-
gogue to pray and celebrate Shabbat, were taken from our 
earth in a horrific anti-Semitic attack. In a place that should 
be one that is holy, their lives came to a tragic end. Sense-
less? Of course. Unexplainable? Without a doubt. But unfor-
tunately, this is the environment that we live in today. There 
is a tremendous amount of hatred in our world, and deadly 
shootings are being reported almost on a daily basis on the 
newscasts. The reality is, it has become our country’s “new 
normal.” 

The leadership of the Merrick Jewish Centre has been critical-
ly evaluating the security of our building for quite some time, 
even before the tragic event in Pittsburgh. Over the past year, 
we have had a security assessment performed by the De-
partment of Homeland Security, and have also received rec-
ommendations from the Nassau County Police Department 
regarding the hardening of our facility. The safety of our chil-
dren, congregants, employees and visitors to our building is 
of the utmost importance to us and we are reevaluating our 

current practices and exploring opportunities to increase securi-
ty. We are mindful of the stark reality that no building or organization can be 100% risk free from any crim-
inal or terrorist event, but we are objectively evaluating what reasonable steps should be taken. As Jews, 
we should all be able to enter our synagogue and enjoy being there without fear. 

As we approach the festive holiday of Chanukah, we should keep in our minds the eleven holy souls from 
the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh who can no longer celebrate the miracle of the holiday by lighting 
their own menorahs. As “shul goers,” they undoubtedly looked forward to lighting the menorah each year 
and celebrating the holiday with their loved ones. I am sure each one of you has your own unique tradition 
when celebrating Chanukah and lighting the menorah. In my home, each member of my family lights their 
own menorah and recites the appropriate blessings. Being the dad, I usually light my menorah last, and 
once the candles are lit, I start singing the words of Ma’oz Tzur or the Dreidel Song. Everyone sings along 
(sometimes begrudgingly), and THEN we give our kids their gifts for that night. 

This year, more so than in past years, we should publicly display how proud we all are to be Jewish. Light 
your menorahs and display them in your windows. The Pittsburgh gunman shouted “all Jews must die.” 
Let’s show the world that the Jewish people live and that we are strong and will continue to be strong.
On behalf of myself, my wife Ilene and my daughters Heather, Allison and Lauren, we wish you a Chanukah 
Sameach, and a Happy New Year!

Howie Segal
President
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Morning Minyan
Monday and Thursday 6:30am

Friday 6:45pm
Sunday 8:30am 

Daily Evening Minyan
Sunday to Thursday 8:00pm

We invite you t o visit the 
Merrick Jewish Centre website

www.merrickjc.org
Check out our CALENDAR for upcoming events

Visit our PHOTO GALLERY
Check out our BULLETIN BOARD
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We invite you t o visit the 
Merrick Jewish Centre website

www.merrickjc.org
Check out our CALENDAR for upcoming events

Visit our PHOTO GALLERY
Check out our BULLETIN BOARD

We want to hear from YOU!

Do you have something to contribute? 
Is there something you would like to see 

in future issues of the MJC Bulletin?

Contact Howard Zryb at 
bulletin@merrickjc.org

with your ideas and suggestions.

Do you know that the Merrick Jewish Centre now 
has its own YouTube Channel? 

You can find sermons, classes, and recordings 
of special events all on the Merrick Jewish Centre 

YouTube Channel. 

You can go to our website (www.merrickjc.org) 
and click on the link for the YouTube Channel, 
and there you will find a long and growing list 

of videos available.

Join The “I.N.N.” Crowd

You can be part of the “I.N.N.” crowd by joining 
us one Thursday morning a month when we 

prepare trays of lasagna for the Interfaith 
Nutrition Network. 

It is prepared in the dairy kitchen of MJC and 
delivered to a soup kitchen in Freeport. 

We are fun, fast and efficient and very 
welcoming!

For additional info please contact the synagogue 
office or Shelley 867-0717.

CHESED

• Bereavement Support
• Family Support Services
• Support Groups and Services
• Bikur Cholim
• Mitzvah Days

“Chesed is practiced by those who accept and fulfil 
the Gemilut Chassidim...Deed of Loving Kindness.”
Our desire is to provide support for members of our 
congregational family that are in need

We ARE our brothers’ keeper!  

To Our Dear Friends,

Over these last few months our cup has very 
much runneth over. We have experienced the 
joy of two new grandchildren coming into the 
world and the Bar Mitzvah of our grandson, 
Max. These have been months of happiness 
and wonderful sweetness. We are grateful to 
all of those in our congregational family who 
have made donations in honor of these beau-
tiful blessings in our life. 

With Our Love,

Charles & Betty Klein

USY/Teen Programs 

If you are a teen grades 8-12 and looking 
for something fun and meaningful to do on 
Monday nights than USY at MJC is prefect 
for you. We meet twice a month and have 
a mix of programs that are social, Jewish, 

social action and activities. If you would like 
more info contact Youth Director Lisa Aa-

modt at MorahLisaA@gmail.com
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One of the services which the Merrick Jewish 
Centre provides for its members is shiva minyans 
in the home for families who have experienced a 
loss. Since I assumed the chair of this committee, 
our squad members have served more than 400 
families. This is a daunting challenge at times, when 
there are several families with bereavements during 
the same week.

This is one committee NOT looking for more ac-
tivity; as a matter of fact, we wish there was none. 
However, when a bereavement occurs, we’re stand-
ing by ready to help out.

Just a few guidelines:

1. If your family experiences a loss, please notify the 
synagogue office as soon as possible—and indicate 
whether you’d like an evening minyan in the home.  
We will come as many nights as you need us.

2. If you do want a minyan, please arrange to have 
someone pick up the shiva chairs and the books 
from the synagogue.   Return them following the 
shiva period.

3. Minyans starts promptly at 8:00 pm.  Please 
understand our leaders are often coming from work 
and they themselves want to get home.   On occa-
sion, families are receiving visitors and aren’t ready 
to start for quite some time.

4. Should you decide for whatever reason to cancel 
a scheduled minyan, please let the office (or me – 
sk3015@aol.com) know immediately so a squad 
member doesn’t have to come out needlessly.

5. If you have any special needs, let us know.  For 
example, sometimes we’ve been asked to help with 
the recitation of the Mourner’s Kaddish.

6. For obvious reasons, we can serve families only 
in the Bellmore-Merrick area.  Thank you for your 
understanding.

Again, this is one committee which wishes it has as 
little activity as possible.

Steve Kussin
Shiva Minyan Squad Leader

There are Jewish people on Long Island who 
are going hungry. As you may know, The 
Chesed Committee is committed to a wonder-
ful initiative in which we support the Kosher 
Pantry at Belllmore Jewish Center, which 
helps our fellow Jews in need.

Our role in this project is a very simple one: 
Remember to bring one item of non-perish-
able food: a can of soup, a box of pasta, a jar 
of peanut butter, a canister of oatmeal - and 
so forth...and deposit these donations in one 
of the collection bins in the lobby. You get the 
idea!  When the kids come to Hebrew school, 
that’s also the perfect time for a drop off. If 
each person in our congregation remembered, 
imagine what we would collect - and how far 
our donations would go to alleviating this 
pressing problem.

Please - don’t leave it to others. Again, we are 
fortunate to enjoy three full meals a day; there 
are fellow Jews just a stone’s throw away that 
are not so lucky. On behalf of Chesed project 
coordinators Ellen Sussman & Linda Zryb - 
“thank you” for participating in this mitzvah.

Our food drive for the Kosher Pantry has been 
very  successful. Therefore, we are asking 
our congregants to please think of the hungry 
when they go food shopping and buy some-
thing extra to donate. Please drop off dona-
tions at Merrick Jewish Centre.

THE KOSHER FOOD PANTRY IS OPEN TO ALL 
WHO ARE IN NEED REGARDLESS OF RELI-
GIOUS AFFILIATION.
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The Chanukah season has been a busy one for Chesed!  Thanks to the generosity of the MJC congregation, 
we were able to collect dozens of coats to distribute through the South Shore Child Guidance Center in 
Freeport. For the third year in a row, through our Dreidel Toy Drive, we collected about 250 new toys and 
gift cards for children in the Kadima program at the Gural JCC in Cedarhurst. 

Thanks to all who donated and/or delivered to help make both collections a success.

To Our Dear Merrick Friends, 

 
I returned home from visiting my children and grandchildren in Israel yesterday morning in my 

usual state - exhausted, a little down and under the weather. To avoid letting jetlag get the better 

of  me I stopped at my house briefly and went straight to work. The sight that met my eyes 

when I let myself  in to the JCC was the biggest pick-me-up I could have asked for. The bags 

and bags of  wonderful Chanukah gifts, including the overwhelming amount of  gift cards, that 

awaited our Kadima clients was just the lift I needed. What a perfect reminder of  the incredible 

people we are blessed to partner with and the devoted and generous friends we have at UJA 

and in Merrick. 

Time after time you’ve offered our Kadima families support with open hearts and incredible 

graciousness.
 
We spent hours yesterday happily sorting the gifts, notified our clients of  the presents that 

awaited their children and, since last evening, have been distributing the packages. The smiles 

and words of  thanks and gratitude we are receiving are heartwarming and all belong to you. 

Thank you for making Chanukah for our single parent families so much brighter and for mak-

ing my work at our JCC so rewarding. 

 
A freilichin Chanukah to you all! 

 
Rachayle and the Kadima Team 

 
Rachayle Deutsch

Cultural Arts and Education Director 

Kadima Program Coordinator 

The Marion and Aaron Gural JCC 

207 Grove Avenue 

Cedarhurst, New York 11516 
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I’m filled with pride as I reflect on the generosity and kindness of our Merrick Jewish Centre family.

Channukah celebrations began this year with a mission to share our light far and wide, bringing house-
hold goods and supplies to the areas of North Carolina that were devastated by Hurricane Florence.

If you had taken a glance at the back section of our sanctuary in the days leading up to the holiday, you 
would have found an astounding collection: garbage bags filled to the brim with new clothing, boxes of 
shoes stacked high, every imaginable brand of diapers, cleaning supplies, car seats, and so much more.

While we packed and sorted, our community remembered the challenging days and weeks following Hur-
ricane Sandy. We looked back on the flooding, the mold, the loss of cherished items, and we felt it was our 
duty to brighten this holiday season for those across the country who are still very much in need.

During the hours I spent driving down I-95 toward North Carolina, the largest van I could rent packed to 
the brim with our donations, I thought about the story of Channukah. If one tiny cruse of oil could help to 
fill our ancient Temple with light, how much more so could all of these toys, these kitchen utensils, these 
new socks and mittens, bring comfort and support to families who are simply hoping to return to normal 
life.

Three cups of coffee and ten hours later, I arrived in North Carolina excited to meet with Reverend Madi-
son Hankel, the members of the Pine Forest Methodist Church, and the MERCI Relief Center of Goldsboro, 
North Carolina. Our partners down South were just as thrilled to welcome me to their town. They were 
eager to hear about our community in Merrick, to learn about the history of Channukah, and to help us 
distribute our donations to families in need as quickly as possible.

Back at my desk at the MJC, with our Channukah celebrations in full swing, I can think of no more mean-
ingful way to have spent the first night. On behalf of Rabbi Klein, Morah Helena, and myself, we thank you 
for your generosity and wish you a holiday filled with joy and continued acts of charity and kindness.

Chag Sameach,
Rabbi Dermer

P.S. In case you missed it, here is 
a link to the story that was run by 
News 12 along with some pictures 
from the journey. 

http://longisland.news12.com/
story/39574789/congregation-cele-
brates-hanukkah-by-collecting-hur-
ricane-donations?fbclid=IwAR-
05hWgYYVBzVLLF40neE08hSyF-
FaBkWGbbXVn0JykI1TE7LhCD-
JTq2Q0YQ
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With our Heartfelt Appreciation

Over the past few months so many members 
of our congregation have acknowledged our 
40 years at the Merrick Jewish Centre. We 
were thrilled and humbled that so many of you 
attended the Gala Dinner Dance. The warmth of 
that evening will be a cherished memory.

We have also received so many cards from 
those who could not attend. We want you to 
know that we are deeply appreciative of your 
words and your very thoughtful contributions 
made in our honor. 

The 40 years have passed quickly. We look 
forward to sharing the journey ahead with all of 
you. 

With our love and gratitude,

Charles & Betty Klein

Happy Chanukah to All!

Our Gala Dinner Dance was a great success! We 
thank our dedicated, hard-working Gala Committee 
for their tireless, outstanding work in making this 
truly a night to remember. 

The Congregation celebrated Rabbi and Betty Klein’s 
40th anniversary as our dedicated, loving and inspira-
tional leaders.

Four hundred people honored the Kleins at Temple 
Beth El of Cedarhurst. We were treated to a great 
meal, dancing to an 8-piece band, a video montage 
of the Kleins’ early and current years, and a karaoke 
performance by the rock star himself, Rabbi Klein. 
Betty led us in a lively rendition of “Sweet Rabbi 
Klein,” a take-off on Neil Diamond’s “Sweet Caro-
line.” Our guests showed great enthusiasm for our 
fabulous Raffle Prizes. 

In graciously accepting their award, Rabbi and Betty 
spoke about their intimate bond with all members of 
our congregation and their great love for the Jewish 
Community and the State of Israel. We enjoyed hear-
ing personal anecdotes from their children. 

We were all touched by the moving tribute by Rabbi 
Albert Thaler, Rabbi Klein’s early mentor, and en-
joyed greatly, hearing Rabbi Joe Potasnik’s humor-
ous and insightful thoughts. 

We thank everyone for their presence, very generous 
contributions, support for MJC and love for Rabbi 
and Betty.

Chag Sameach,

Andrea and Steve Davis
Gala Co-Chairs
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Photos: Hank Arkin & Howard Zryb
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Seth Rogovoy
Read more: https://forward.com/culture/music/407996/paul-si-
mons-7-most-jewish-songs/

This past summer, Paul Simon has been touring 
across North America, the United Kingdom and Eu-
rope on what is billed as “Homeward Bound — The 
Farewell Tour.” This month, the singer-songwriter 
brings the traveling show to its conclusion with one 
last mad dash across the Eastern United States, 
including stops in New Orleans; Florida; Atlanta; 
Newark, New Jersey, and Pittsburgh, with the cur-
tain coming down in his little town of New York City 
for two shows at Madison Square Garden and one 
final stand at Flushing Meadows Corona Park, just 10 
minutes north, via the Grand Central Parkway, from 
where Simon grew up, in the Kew Gardens section of 
Queens. While Simon hasn’t foresworn staging sub-
sequent concerts, the winner of 16 Grammy Awards, 
who boasts 14 top 10 hits and turns 77 next month, is 
wisely opting out of the grueling concert circuit while 
still at (or near) the top of his game.

The legacy of which Simon boasts is truly astonish-
ing, in some ways unequalled in the rock era. No oth-
er singer-songwriter functioning at his level — almost 
shoulder to shoulder with Bob Dylan, Leonard Cohen 
and Joni Mitchell — has enjoyed the combination of 
critical respect and commercial success that has been 
his steady companion since the mid-1960s, when, 

with his erstwhile singing partner, Art Garfunkel, he 
brought Dylan-style folk-rock poetry to the top of 
the pop charts. Simon’s string of solo albums in the 
1970s spawned a plethora of hits, and with his land-
mark 1986 album, “Graceland,” he propelled “world 
music” into the pop stratosphere.

Unlike his tribesmen Dylan and Cohen, however, 
Simon is rarely thought of as a Jewish songwriter, 
and not often his songs the subject of theological 
analysis. (The work of Dylan and Cohen vis-à-vis 
their Jewishness has been the subject of full-length 
books.) A scan of just a few numbers suggests this 

Silent Eyes

Written in the wake of the Yom Kippur war, “Silent 
Eyes” could well be Simon’s most Jewish song. It is 
manifestly about longing and weeping for Jerusa-
lem in prayerlike phrases — “She is sorrow, sorrow 
/ She burns like a flame / And she calls my name.” 
And it envisions a time when all will be called to 
account — “We shall all be called as witnesses / 
Each and every one / To stand before the eyes of 
God / And speak what was done.” It isn’t too much 
of a stretch to wonder if the Jerusalem of the song is 
a stand-in for the Jewish people. With its central im-
age of “silent eyes,” its latent subject could actually 
be the Holocaust.

Paul Simon’s 7 Most Jewish Songs

Photo: Howard Zryb
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Hearts and Bones

Simon’s wry sense of humor is probably his most 
overlooked quality. It’s no wonder he tells author 
Robert Hilburn, in the latter’s excellent new biog-
raphy, “Paul Simon: The Life” (Simon & Schuster), 
that satirical songwriter Randy Newman is one of his 
favorites. In “Hearts and Bones,” Simon sings about 
his ill-fated relationship with Carrie Fisher, daugh-
ter of Debbie Reynolds and the American Jewish 
singer/actor Eddie Fisher. The first two lines of the 
song — “One and one-half wandering Jews / Free to 
wander wherever they choose” — are funny enough 
on their own. What follows, however, turns it into a 
complete joke: “Are traveling together in the Sangre 
de Christo / The Blood of Christ Mountains / Of New 
Mexico.” At the end of their rock journey, Simon tells 
us, “One and one-half wandering Jews / Returned to 
their natural coasts.”

He Was My Brother

While Simon wrote this song about Northern ac-
tivists traveling to the South before the slaying of 
Michael Schwerner, Andrew Goodman and James 
Chaney, he revisited the song afterward and wrote 
its final version in tribute to his fallen friend and 
Queens College classmate, Andrew Goodman, with 
whom he obviously identified. While at the college, 
Simon served as president of Alpha Epsilon Pi, the 
international Jewish fraternity.

Fakin’ It

It’s clear from Hilburn’s biography that as much as 
Simon may have indeed been the notorious control 
freak of legend, he has also always felt a whopping 
sense of personal insecurity, especially in light of his 
monumental accomplishments. Recorded by Simon 
& Garfunkel in 1967, “Fakin’ It” betrays this sense of 
“impostor syndrome” when he sings, “And I know 
I’m fakin’ it / I’m not really makin’ it…. This feeling of 
fakin’ it — / I still haven’t shaken it.” He then seems 
to tie this feeling to his ancestral background when 
he muses, “Prior to this lifetime, I surely was a tai-
lor… I own the tailor’s face and hands.” Simon was 
named after his paternal grandfather, Pinkas See-
man, a tailor from a shtetl in Ukraine who took the 
name Paul Simon when he immigrated to the United 
States.

The Boxer

It’s often been suggested, including by Simon him-
self, that “The Boxer” was inspired by Simon’s read-
ing of the Bible. But the most Jewish aspect of this 
song is hiding in plain sight: The “lie-la-lie” refrain is 
a nigun, an ecstatic wordless vocal chant of the kind 
favored by Hasidim. Just imagine Simon singing 
“yie-die-die” instead of “lie-la-lie,” and it should all 
make sense.

Photo: Howard Zryb
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The Afterlife

Simon’s sense of humor is operating on all four 
cylinders in this wry portrayal of heaven as just 
another bureaucracy: “You got to fill out a form 
first / And then you wait in the line… Buddha 
and Moses and all the noses from narrow to flat 
/ Had to stand in the line / Just to glimpse the 
divine / What you think about that?” Theology 
meets the Depatment of Motor Vehicles.

How Can You Live in the Northeast?

While this song seems to question any religious 
belief at all — “How can you be a Christian? 
/ How can you be a Jew? / How can you be a 
Muslim, a Buddhist, a Hindu?” — it is filled with 
Jewish imagery. Simon refers to the Sabbath 
— “Everyone hears an inner voice / A day at 
the end of the week / To wonder and rejoice.” 
He discusses Jewish prohibitions and customs 
— “How can you tattoo your body? / Why do 

Photo: Howard Zryb

you cover your head?” — and in the final verse, he 
seems to park himself solidly in the tradition of his 
ancestors: “I’ve been given all I wanted / Only three 
generations off the boat / I have harvested and I 
have planted / I am wearing my father’s old coat.”

Spoken like the true grandson of a tailor.

Seth Rogovoy is a contributing editor at the For-
ward and is the author of “Bob Dylan: Prophet, 
Mystic, Poet” (Scribner, 2009).

Read more: https://forward.com/culture/mu-
sic/407996/paul-simons-7-most-jewish-songs/
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BAR/BAT MITZVAHS
Karen & Steven Bachmann in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their 
grandson Jack Bachmann son of
Sarin & Michael Bachmann 

Tina Reiner in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of her granddaughter 
Sydney Futter

Judith & Ira Pastor in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter 
Paula Pastor

Lauren & Eric Rosenberg in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of their 
daughter Emmy Rosenberg

Jennifer & Jeffrey Clancy in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of their 
daughter Sophie Clancy
 
BIRTHS
Joanne & Marc Hamroff in honor of the birth of their granddaugh-
ter Maya Jade Rudin daughter of Erica & Josh Rudin

Linda & Howard Levine in honor of the birth of their granddaugh-
ter Sienna Liv Pollak daughter of Jamie & Josh Pollak

Dr. Andy Ageloff in honor of the birth of his great-granddaughter 
Brina Maya Posner daughter of Devra & Brad Posner, granddaugh-
ter of Dr. Beth & Jordan Posner & Rand & Arnie Bergman

Judith & Ron Corben in honor of the birth of their grandson Char-
lie Cole Corben born June 17, 2018 son of Jesse & Emily Corben

Judith & Ron Corben in honor of the birth of their grandson Ari 
Shay Rubin born October 1, 2018 son of Dana & Richard Rubin 

Laura & Hank Arkin in honor of the birth of their grandson Owen 
Ryan Arkin born October 3, 2018 son of Lauren & Joshua Arkin

Sherry & Ron Milman in honor of the birth of their granddaughter 
Emily Ruth Milman born October 15, 2018 daughter of Jeanne & 
Chad Milman

Caren & Mark Samplin in honor of the birth of their granddaughter 
Talia Zoe Behr born October 10, 2018 daughter of Elissa & Michael 
Behr

Carol Kotz in honor of the birth of her granddaughter Max Kotz

Jenna & Adam Schwartz in honor of the birth of their son Miles 
Elias Schwartz born October 19, 2018 brother of Claire & Joshua 
Schwartz

Sherry & Richie Schwartz in honor of the birth of their grandson 
Miles Elias Schwartz born October 19, 2018 son of Jenna & Adam 
Schwartz

MARRIAGES
Barbara & Robert Harari in honor of the marriage of their son Alex 
Harari to Carolyn Shillinglaw on October 13th 2018

Tina Reiner in honor of the marriage of her daughter Stacey Rein-
er to Bryan Schwartz on Oct. 14th, 2018

Dr. Norma & Mr. Alan Bronstein on the marriage of their son Dr. 
Matthew Bronstein to Lindsey Mielziner

Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser on the marriage of their son Jason to 
Briana Tauber

CONDOLENCES TO:
Dan Greenburg & family on the loss of his beloved mother Miriam 
Greenburg

Stuart Schoenfeld & family on the loss of his beloved brother 
Richard Schoenfeld

Deborah Goldberg & family on the loss of her beloved husband 
Robert Goldberg, brother of Darryl Goldberg and our dear MJC 
member

Howard Annenberg & family on the loss of his beloved mother 
Anita Annenberg

Merrick Slater & family on the loss of his beloved father Bertram 
H. Slater

Ken Witover (past MJC president) & family on the loss of his 
beloved brother Dr. Stephen B. Witover

Debbie Steinberg & family on the loss of her beloved father Ed-
ward Langholz

Louise Pitlake & family on the loss of her beloved husband & our 
dear member, Jay Pitlake

Bonnie Waisner & family on the loss of her beloved father Jay 
Pitlake

Donna Stein & family on the loss of her beloved father Maurice 
Soussa

Steven Silverman on the loss of his beloved mother Florence 
Silverman. 

Barbara Harari & family and Ellen Cohen & family on the loss of 
their beloved father and our dear member Murray Greenspan

Ron Millman & family on the loss of his beloved brother Bruce 
Millman

Galita Leiderman & family on the loss of her beloved husband and 
our dear past member, Michael Leiderman

Caren Samplin & family on the loss of her beloved brother Mi-
chael Leiderman

Jodi Abraham & family on the loss of her beloved father Seymour 
Reiter

Wendy Pupa & family on the loss of her beloved brother Douglas 
Sheinberg
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RABBI KLEIN’S PULPIT FUND
Dr. Andy Ageloff in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother of Dan 

Greenburg
Teddi & Mel Febesh in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother of 

Dan Greenburg
Teddi & Mel Febesh in memory of Richard Schoenfeld brother of 

Stuart Schoenfeld
Gloria & Philip Goldstein in memory of Gayle Luchs sister of 

Judy Mund
Debra & Lawrence Pollack in memory of Miriam Greenburg 

mother of Dan Greenburg
Debra & Lawrence Pollack in memory of Patricia Zampa mother 

of Karen Katz
Jacob & Lucy Greenburg in memory of Miriam Greenburg moth-

er of Dan & Jacob Greenburg
Adar & Jake Novak in honor of Jamey Kohn for his kindness!!!
Barbara Kushnick in memory of beloved husband Marvin Kush-

nick
Rosalie Elkin in memory of beloved husband Bruce Elkin
Ivy & Dan Greenburg in appreciation of Rabbi Klein
Jack Natter in appreciation of the two Aliyahs received on Shab-

bat
Linda & Howard Levine in honor of the birth of our second 

granddaughter Sienna Liv Pollak daughter of Jamie & Josh 
Pollak

Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser in memory of Richard Schoenfeld 
brother of Stuart Schoenfeld

Ilene & Larry Wekselblatt in memory of Richard Schoenfeld 
brother of Stuart Schoenfeld

Dr. Andy Ageloff in honor of the 50th wedding anniversary of 
Leslie & Alan Chibnik

Lee Rait in honor of Anna & Perry Strow, Dr. Robin Rait, Jeffrey, 
Lauren, Lindsay, Rebecca, Megan Rait, & Barbara, Lenny, 
Danielle & Bill & Andrew Simon in appreciation of Rabbi 
Klein

Lee Rait in memory of Celia Strow
Robin Rait in honor of my mother Lenore Rait and in memory of 

my father Louis Rait, my grandparents Perry & Anna Strow, 
my dear aunt Celia Strow and my cousin Janice Strow

Marcia Kornbluth & family in honor of the birth of Taylor Reese 
Klein granddaughter of Rabbi & Betty Klein

Marcia Kornbluth & family in honor of the birth of Ashton Stern 
grandson of Rabbi & Betty Klein

Teddi & Mel Febesh in honor of the birth of Owen Ryan Arkin 
grandson of Laura & Hank Arkin

Mel Febesh in memory of sister Minnie Davis
Ellen & Alan Sussman in memory of Stephen B. Witover brother 

of Kenneth Witover
Teddi & Mel Febesh in memory of Stephen B. Witover brother of 

Kenneth Witover
Debbie & Ron Levine in memory of Anita Annenberg mother of 

Howard Annenberg
Irma Koton in honor of Rabbi & Betty – 40 years of service to the 

Merrick Jewish Centre
Stephanie & Mark Sobel in honor of Rabbi & Betty Klein -40 

years at the Merrick Jewish Centre
Karen & Hesh Schaffer in honor of Rabbi & Betty –Congratula-

tions to the both of you on this wonderful event – 40 years at 
the Merrick Jewish Centre

Alice Langholz in memory of Edward Langholz
Paula Cohen in honor of Rabbi & Betty – 40 years of service at 

the Merrick Jewish Centre

Teddi & Mel Febesh in memory of Jay Pitlake husband of Louise 
Pitlake

Teddi & Mel Febesh in memory of Jay Pitlake father of Bonnie 
Waisner

Lori Drucker in memory of Jay Pitlake husband of Louise Pitlake 
and father of Bonnie Waisner

Cheryl & Steven Haber in memory of Murray Greenspan father of 
Barbara Harari

Elaine Vogel – in honor of Rabbi & Betty – 40 years at the Merrick 
Jewish Centre

Helen Drogin in memory of Jay Pitlake husband of Louise Pitlake
Louise Pitlake in memory of Michael Leiderman husband of Galita 

Leiderman
Joanne & Marc Hamroff & Family in memory of Michael Leiderman
Jill & Joel Wexler in honor of Rabbi & Betty -40 years of service at 

the Merrick Jewish Centre
Dan & Brenda Geier in appreciation for Mishabeyrach prayers
Fred & Ileene in appreciation of Rabbi Klein
Harvey & Janet Fine in memory Douglas Sheinberg brother of 

Wendy Pupa

THE RABBI CHARLES A. KLEIN
INSTITUTE FOR JEWISH FAMILY LIFE
The Wetchler Family in honor of the birth of Maya Jade Rudin 

granddaughter of Joanne & Marc Hamroff
The Wetchler Family in honor of the birth of Jake Spencer Heller 

grandson of Shari & Mitch Simon
Michael Frieman in memory of Francine Frieman
Teddi Febesh in memory of father David Frankel
Barbara & Arnie Ruderman & family in memory of Pauline Cohen 

mother of Diane Schuman
Judy Greenberger in memory of Stephen B. Witover brother of 

Kenneth Witover
 

RABBI DERMER’S PULPIT FUND
Andrea & Steve Davis in memory of Patricia Zampa mother of 

Karen Katz
Paula & Howard Tiegel in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother of 

Dan Greenburg
Andrea & Steve Davis in memory of Richard Schoenfeld brother of 

Stuart Schoenfeld
Dr. Andy Ageloff in honor of the birth of his great-granddaughter 
Brina Maya Posner daughter of Debra & Brad Posner, granddaugh-
ter of Dr. Beth & Jordan Posner & Rand & Arnie Bergman
Dr. Andy Ageloff in memory of Jay Pitlake husband of Louise Pitlake

BLANCHE BATNICK MITZVAH FUND
Joan & Blaine Land in memory of Richard Schoenfeld brother of 

Stuart Schoenfeld
Mindy & Ed Goldstein in honor of the birth of Keira Elizabeth Land 

granddaughter of Joan & Blaine Land
Joan & Blaine Land – in honor of Andrea & Steve Davis --- Thank 

you for your leadership & support in making this year’s gala so 
successful

Lois & Jay Stein in memory of Maurice Soussa father of Donna 
Stein

Lois & Jay Stein in memory of Florence Silverman mother of 
Steven Silverman
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CHESED FUND
Rose & Ray Cohen in memory of Patricia Zampa mother of Karen 

Katz
Wendy & Frank Wetchler & family in memory of Shirley Balkan 

mother of Mara Maltz
Marcia & Douglas Melzer in memory of Miriam Greenburg moth-

er of Dan Greenburg
Sarah Wexler & family in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother 

of Dan Greenburg
Rose & Ray Cohen in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother of 

Dan Greenburg
Tina & Ira Blankstein in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother of 

Dan Greenburg
Paulette & Gary Mendelsohn in memory of Miriam Greenburg 

mother of Dan Greenburg
Ruth Katz in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother of Dan Green-

burg
Ellen & Alan Sussman in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother of 

Dan Greenburg
Lois & Ed Saturn in memory of Miriam Greenburg 
Wendy & Frank Wetchler & family in memory of Miriam Green-

burg mother of Dan Greenburg
Lenore Friedman in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother of Dan 

Greenburg
Shari & Mitchell Simon in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother 

of Dan Greenburg
Shelley Rosenblum in honor of the upcoming marriage of Alex 

Harari son of Barbara & Robert Harari to Carolyn Shillinglaw
Shelley Rosenblum in honor of the birth of Keira Elizabeth Land 

granddaughter of Joan & Blaine Land
Susan Blumberg in honor of the naming of Emersyn Simone 

Hochhauser granddaughter of Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser
Susan Blumberg in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother of Dan 

Greenburg
Eileen & Irwin Silversmith in memory of Miriam Greenburg moth-

er of Dan Greenburg
Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser in memory of beloved mother of Mara 

Maltz
Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser in memory of Miriam Greenburg 

mother of Dan Greenberg
Gara & Bob Edelstein in memory of Richard Schoenfeld brother of 

Stuart Schoenfeld
Gloria & Philip Goldstein in memory of Jack Gardner father of 

Marla Maidenbaum
Randye & David Cohen in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother 

of Dan Greenburg
Randye & David Cohen in memory of Richard Schoenfeld brother 

of Stuart Schoenfeld
Norm Weisman in memory of Miriam Goldstein mother of Dan 

Greenburg
Sarah Wexler & Family in memory of Richard Schoenfeld brother 

of Stuart Schoenfeld
Gara & Robert Edelstein in memory of Richard Schoenfeld broth-

er of Stuart Schoenfeld
Shelley Rosenblum in memory of Richard Schoenfeld brother of 

Stuart Schoenfeld
Shelley Rosenblum in honor of upcoming marriage of Sarah & 

Mark Azoully’s daughter
Phyllis Goldberg & Peter Donath in memory of Richard Schoen-

feld brother of Stuart Schoenfeld
The Wetchler Family – to Shelley Rosenblum – lots of good health 

and peace for the New Year

Susan & Stanley Bloomfield in memory of Richard Schoenfeld 
brother of Stuart Schoenfeld

Mindy & Ed Goldstein in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother of 
Dan Greenburg

Mindy & Ed Goldstein in memory of Richard Schoenfeld brother 
of Stuart Schoenfeld

Sharyn & Steve Kussin in memory of Richard Schoenfeld brother 
of Stuart Schoenfeld

Linda & Ron Rosen in appreciation of the Aliyah given to us on 
Yom Kippur

Leslie & Joseph Feinberg in memory of Richard Schoenfeld 
brother of Stuart Schoenfeld

Marcia Kornbluth in honor of the birth of grandson of Vicki & 
Lance Goldman

Ellen & Alan Sussman in honor of Anita & Jeff Cohen – for Cha-
tan & Kallat Bershith on Simcha Torah

Ellen & Alan Sussman in honor of Yochi & Mark Thum for Chatan 
& Kallat Torah on Simcha Torah

Sarah Wexler & Family – Congratulations & a healthy & success-
ful Year – for your honor on Simchat Torah

Paulette & Gary Mendelsohn in memory of Richard Schoenfeld 
brother of Stuart Schoenfeld

Shari & Mitch Simon & family in memory of Sandy Duffler
Sisterhood of Merrick Jewish Centre – in memory of Richard 

Schoenfeld brother of Stuart Schoenfeld
Linda & Ron Rosen in honor of Yochi &Mark Thum – Chatan & 

Kallat Torah on Sincha Torah
Linda & Ron Rosen in honor of Anita & Jeffrey Cohen – Chatan & 

Kallat Bereshith on Simcha Torah
Shelley Rosenblum in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Jordan Nelson 

son of Karen & Greg Nelson
Meme & Jay Wanderman in memory of Robert Goldberg brother 

of Darryl Goldberg
Susan Blumberg in honor of the upcoming marriage of Jason 

Corey Hochhauser son of Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser to Briana 
Tauber

Sarah Wexler & family in honor of the Auf Ruf & upcoming mar-
riage of Jason Hochhauser to

Briana Tauber
Barbara & Arnie Ruderman & family in memory of Pauline Cohen 

mother of Michael Cohen
Geri & Barry Silverman in memory of Jay Pitlake husband of 

Louise Pitlake
Geri & Barry Silverman in memory of Jay Pitlake father of Bonnie 

Waisner
Gloria Cooper in honor of Dr. Irwin Silversmith for his kindness & 

compassion
Shelley Rosenblum in honor of the marriage of Jason Hochhaus-
er son of Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser to Briana  Tauber
Drs. Felise & Jeffrey Fox & family in memory of Murray Green-

span father of Barbara Harari 
Phyllis Goldberg in memory of Murray Greenspan father of Bar-

bara Harari
Phyllis Goldberg in memory of Florence Silverman mother of 

Steve Silverman
Phyllis Goldberg & Peter Donath in memory of Maurice Soussa 

father of Donna Stein
Shelley Rosenblum in memory of Murray Greenspan father of 

Barbara Harari
Mindy & Ed Goldstein for speedy recovery of Frieda Rosenberg
Mindy & Ed Goldstein in memory of Maurice Soussa father of 

Donna Stein
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Sharyn & Steve Kussin in memory of Florence Silverman moth-
er of Steven Silverman

Drs. Felise & Jeffrey Fox & family in memory of Murray Green-
span father of Barbara Harari

Ruth & Barry Silverman in honor of the 50th wedding anniversa-
ry of Leslie & Alan Chibnik

Shari & Mitch Simon in honor of the 90th birthday of Millie 
Seidman

Linda & Ron Rosen in memory of Maurice Soussa father of 
Donna Stein

Randye & David Cohen in memory of Murray Greenspan father 
of Barbara Harari

Sandi & Les Waldman & Family in memory of Maurice Soussa 
father of Donna Stein

Helene & Howard Jacobs – in honor of Ivy & Dan Greenburg – 
Sharing a Shabbat dinner with you both is always a delight! 
– Thank you…

Ellen & Alan Sussman in honor of the 50th Wedding Anniversary 
of Leslie & Alan Chibnik

Geri & Barry Silverman in memory of Maurice Soussa father of 
Donna Stein

Rose & Ray Cohen in memory of Bruce Milman brother of 
Ronald Milman

Rose & Ray Cohen in honor of the 50th Wedding Anniversary of 
Leslie & Alan Chibnik

Linda & Ron Rosen – Leslie & Alan Chibnik on the occasion of 
Carrie’s wonderful chanting of the Haftorah & leading the 
Musaf service in honor of their 50th Wedding Annviersary 

Karen & Roger Blane & family & Marion & Gary Blane & family 
in memory of Gail Yaya

Barbara & Arnie Ruderman & Family in memory of Eloise Lubin
Ilene & Irwin Silversmith – to Leslie & Alan Chibnik on your 50th 

Wedding Anniversary – To history & friendship and the love 
that takes hold in 50 years 

Drs. Felise & Jeffrey Fox in memory of Douglas Sheinberg 
brother of Wendy Pupa

Tina & Ira Blankstein in memory of Douglas Sheinberg brother 
of Wendy Pupa

Rose & Ray Cohen in memory of Douglas Sheinberg brother of 
Wendy Pupa

Rose & Ray Cohen in memory of Maurice Sussa brother of 
Donna Stein

Sarah Wexler & family in memory of Douglas Sheinberg broth-
er of Wendy Pupa

Susan & Tom Leimsider in honor of our wonderful cousins/
friends – Leslie & Alan Chibnik on the occasion of their 50th 
wedding anniversary

Joel Whitman in honor of the 50th wedding anniversary of Les-
lie & Alan Chibnik

Phyllis Goldberg & Peter Donath in honor of the 50th wedding 
anniversary of Leslie & Alan Chibnik

Phyllis Goldberg & Peter Donath in memory of Douglas Shein-
berg brother of Wendy Pupa

Karen, Roger, Sari & Michael Blane in memory of Michael 
Leiderman husband of Galita Leiderman

Karen & Gary Sanders in memory of Douglas Sheinberg broth-
er of Wendy Pupa

Linda & Lew Altman in memory of Douglas Sheinberg brother 
of Wendy Pupa

Ellen & Alan Sussman in memory of Douglas Sheinberg broth-
er of Wendy Pupa

Elaine Levy & Michael Schuster & family in memory of Michael 
Leiderman husband of Galita Leiderman

Shari & Mitchell Simon in memory of Douglas Sheinberg brother of 
Wendy Pupa 

Linda & Ron Rosen in memory of Douglas Sheinberg brother of 
Wendy Pupa

Linda & Ron Rosen for speedy recovery of Ellen Sussman
Mindy & Ed Goldstein in memory of Douglas Sheinberg, brother of 

Wendy Pupa
Shelley Rosenblum in memory of Douglas Sheinberg, brother of 

Wendy Pupa
Shelley Rosenblum in honor of the 50th wedding anniversary of 

Leslie & Alan Chibnik
Shelley Rosenblum in honor of birth of grandson of Dr. Perry Wyner 

& Family
Sandra & Les Waldman in memory of Douglas Sheinberg brother of 

Wendy Pupa

HOWARD CHASKES MEMORIAL FUND
Shula Hirsch in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother of Dan 

Greenburg
Stan Becker in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother of Dan Green-

burg
Phyllis Chaskes in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother of Dan 

Greenburg
Phyllis Chaskes in honor of the naming of Emerson  Simone Hoch-
hauser granddaughter of Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser
Sandy Pinkus in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother of Dan 

Greenburg
Phyllis Chaskes in honor of Elain Vogel’s grandson’s wedding
Stanley Becker in memory of Richard Schoenfeld brother of Stuart 

Schoenfeld
Phyllis Chaskes in honor of the birth of Owen Ryan Arkin grandson 

of Laura & Hank Arkin
Phyllis Chaskes in memory of Stephen B. Witover brother of Ken-

neth Witover
Sandy Pinkus in memory of Stephen B. Witover brother of Kenneth 

Witover
Phyllis Chaskes & family in honor of special birthday of sister-in-law 

Edie Wunsch
Stan Becker in memory of Stephen B. Witover brother of Kenneth 

Witover
Phyllis Chaskes in memory of Jay Pitlake husband of Louise Pitlake
Stan Becker in memory of Jay Pitlake husband of Louise Pitlake
Stan Becker in memory of Maurice Soussa father of Donna Mauric
Phyllis Chaskes in memory of Douglas Sheinberg brother of Wendy 

Pupa

DONNINGER CHILDREN’S LIBRARY FUND
Vivan Franklin in memory of Bertram H. Slater father of Merrick 

Slater
Barbara & Arnie Ruderman & family in memory of Pauline Cohen 

grandmother of Amy Cohen
Ellen & Shlomo Seid in memory of Maurice Sussa father of Donna 

Stein
Suzanne Koch in memory of Jay Pitlake husband of Louise Pitlake
Lenny & Lois Kaufman in wishing a speedy & full recovery of Ellen 

Sussman
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ENDOWMENT FUND
Linda & Lew Altman in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Beverly Klein-

man daughter of Deena & Allen Kleinman
Linda & Lew Altman in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother of 

Dan Greenburg
Linda & Lew Altman in memory of Richard Schoenfeld brother of 

Stuart Schoenfeld
Mary & Steve Greenfield in memory of Richard Schoenfeld broth-

er of Stuart Schoenfeld
Helen Drogin in memory of Stephen B. Witover brother of Ken-

neth Witover
Linda & Lew Altman in memory of Maurice Soussa father of 

Donna Stein
Ann & Peter Liss in appreciation of Rabbi Klein

 
ARLENE FELD MEMORIAL FUND
George Feld in honor of  Kol Nidre Aliyah given to me
George Feld in honor of a Shabbat Aliyah given to me

DANIEL FRIEDMAN MEMORIAL FUND
Rena Strobing & family in memory of Edward Langholz father of 

Debbie Steinberg
Joanne & Marc Hamroff in memory of Maurice Soussa father of 

Donna Stein
The Wetchler Family in honor of the birth of Max Kotz grand-

daughter of Carol Kotz

FRIENDS OF THE MERRICK JEWISH CENTRE
Gloria Cooper in memory of Stanley Cooper
 

INSCRIBED PRAYER BOOK FUND
Iris & Allan Greenberg in memory of Patricia Zampa mother of 

Karen Katz
Iris & Allan Greenberg in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother of 

Dan Greenberg
Iris & Allan Greenberg in honor of the 50th Wedding Anniversary 

of Leslie & Alan Chibnik

MARTIN & DORIS KLEIN MEMORIAL FUND
Norman Weisman in memory of Richard Schoenfeld brother of 

Stuart Schoenfeld

ALAN KORNBLUTH MEMORIAL FUND
Marcia Kornbluth in memory of Richard Schoenfeld brother of 

Stuart Schoenfeld

KOZIN FUND
Rena & Steven Kozin & family in memory of Miriam Greenburg 

mother of Dan Greenburg
Rena & Steve Kozin in memory of Richard Schoenfeld brother of 

Stuart Schoenfeld- our deepest sympathy on the loss of your 
brother.

Andrea & Steve Davis in honor of Rena Kozin – “thank you for 
your hard work & dedication to the Gala and your friendship

Rena & Steve Kozin & family in memory of Florence Silverman 
mother of Steve Silverman

Rena & Steve Kozin & family in memory of Maurice Soussa father 
of Donna Steina

 

KROLL EDUCATIONAL FUND
Sandra & Thomas Wegman in memory of Bertram H. Slater father 

of Merrick Slater

 PJ LIBRARY FUND
Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser in honor of the birth of Joanne & Char-

lie Skop’s new grandson
Michelle & Michael Schwartz in memory of beloved mother of 

Karen Bonheim
Michelle & Michael Schwartz in memory of beloved mother of 

Marc Pollner
Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser in honor of the birth of Keira Elizabeth 

Land granddaughter of Joan & Blaine Land
Gloria & Philip Goldstein in honor of the birth of Ashton Stern 

grandson of Rabbi & Betty Klein
Gloria & Philip Goldstein in honor of the birth of Taylor Reese 

Klein granddaughter of Rabbi & Betty Klein
Randye & David Cohen in honor of the birth of Maya Jade Rudin 

granddaughter of Joanne & Marc Hamroff
Randye & David Cohen in honor of the birth of Ashton Stern 

grandson of Rabbi & Betty Klein 
Randye & David Cohen in honor of the birth of Taylor Reese Klein 

granddaughter of Rabbi & Betty Klein
Michelle & Michael Schwartz in honor of the birth of Keira Eliza-

beth Land granddaughter of Joan & Blaine Land
Michelle & Michael Schwartz in memory of Miriam Greenburg 

mother of Dan Greenburg
Mindy & Ed Goldstein in honor of the birth of grandson of Charlie 

& Joanne Skop
Fran & Chuck Weinblatt in memory of Jay Pitlake, husband of 

Louise Pitlake, father of Bonnie Waisner

PRAYER BOOK & TALLIS FUND
Karen & Gary Sanders in memory of Richard Schoenfeld brother 

of Stuart Schoenfeld
Michael J. Perlmutter in memory of Dr. Leo & Mrs. Edith Meyer of 

Blessed Memory
Samuel Rappaport – in honor of Kol Nidre Aliyah given to me
Karen & Gary Sanders in memory of Robert Goldberg brother of 

Darryl Goldberg
Karen & Gary Sanders in honor of the marriage of Dr. Matthew 

Bronstein son of Norma & Alan Bronstein
Lee Hendelman in honor of Nat Litman – Thank you for your 

expert repair of my Tallis
Suzanne & Marty Auerbach in honor of the 50th Wedding Anniver-

sary of Leslie & Alan Chibnik
Sandy Pinkus & family in honor of the 50th Wedding Anniversary 

of Leslie & Alan Chibnik
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THE ALVIN PERLMUTTER- MEYER SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Eve Perlmutter in memory of Miriam Greenburg mother of Dan 

Greenburg
Eve Perlmutter in memory of Richard Schoenfeld brother of 

Stuart Schoenfeld
Eve Perlmutter in memory of Robert Goldberg husband of Deb-

orah Goldberg & brother of Darryl Goldberg
Eve Perlmutter in memory of Anita Annenberg mother of How-

ard Annenberg
Eve Perlmutter in memory of Bertram H. Slater father of Merrick 

Slater
Eve Perlmutter in memory of Stephen B. Witover brother of 

Kenneth Witover
Eve Perlmutter in memory of Edward Langholz father of Debbie 

Steinberg
Eve Perlmutter in memory of Jay Pitlake husband of Louise 

Pitlake
Eve Perlmutter in memory of Maurice Sussa father of Donna 

Stein
Eve Perlmutter in memory of Murray Greenspan father of Bar-

bara Harari
Eve Perlmutter in memory of Florence Silverman mother of 

Steven Silverman
Eve Perlmutter in memory of Michael Leiderman husband of 

Galita Leiderman
Eve Perlmutter in memory of Bruce Milman brother of Ronald 

milman
Eve Perlmutter in memory of Seymour Reiter father of Jodi 

Abraham
Eve Perlmutter in memory of Douglas Sheinberg brother of 

Wendy Pupa
 
 
SYNAGOGUE FUND
Gina & Sam Katz, Abbe Katz & Audra & Grant Pudalov in mem-

ory of Steven Gordon
Ellen Birdie – Mishabeyrach for Sarah & Natanya
Paul Gellman in honor of Charlie Skop – for he is a “jolly good 

fella”
The Thea Family in memory of Jay Pitlake husband of Louis 

Pitlake
From the friends of Aegis Capital – in memory of Jay Pitlake 

husband of Louise Pitlake
Gail Kotler in honor of the 50th Wedding Anniversary of Leslie & 

Alan Chibnik
  
 
THE STACEY DAWN ROSENBERG MEMORIAL FUND
Caren & Jeff Rosenberg in memory of beloved mother of Her-

shey Stern
Caren & Jeff Rosenberg in memory of Florence Mason mother 

of Sandy Drucker
Caren & Jeff Rosenberg in memory of beloved husband of 

Barbara Weinstein

 

YAHRZEITS
Howard Ader in memory of aunt Mary Koback
Dr. Andrew Ageloff in memory of son Rick Ageloff
Dr. Andrew Ageloff in memory of wife Miriam Ageloff
Dr. Andrew Ageloff in memory of mother-in-law Yetta Seligman
Gail Altman in memory of father Abe Sheldon
Linda Annapolen in memory of mother Carol Rauch
Dawn Azrak in memory of father Aaron Slabodsky
Karen Baer in memory of father Morris Faust
Sandra Baumgarten in memory of dear mother Rita Sweet
Hannah Beer in memory of husband Abraham Beer
Linda Berman in memory of mother Carol Grossman
Barry Berman in memory of father Abraham Berman
Robert Bertner in memory of mother Sarah Bertner
Janet Bertner in memory of father Raymond Gorin
Marion & Gary Blane in memory of father Jerome Blane
Marion & Gary Blane in memory of mother Inge Blame
Marion  Blane in memory of father Hugo Carano
Marion Blane in memory of Sarah Carano
Tina Blankstein in memory of mother Bertha Fishman
Karen Bleistern in memory of father, father-in-law Saul “Wally” 

Meltzer
Susan Bloomfield in memory of father William Perkins
Cynthia Brenner in memory of husband Seymour Brenner
Dr. Norma Bronstein in memory of father Sylvin Weinreb
Dr. Norma Bronstein in memory of mother Kate Weinreb
Dorit Bugoff in memory of father Shaliom Shaouli
Judith Barash in memory of father Irving Reuben, mother Be-

atrice Reuben, and brother Paul Reuben
Phyllis Chaskes in memory of husband Howard Chaskes
Leah Cheatwosky in memory of Louise Levine
Roberta Cogan in memory of father Dewey Gottlieb
Paula Cohen in memory of parents Sylvia & Meyer Jeshion
Gloria Cooper in memory of mother Lena Yabroff
Mitchell Davis in memory of Jerry Davis
Helen Drogin in memory of son David L. Drogin
Helen Drogin in memory of aunt Itke Hinitz
Gary Faber in memory of father Bernard Farber
Linda Feinberg in memory of mother Eleanor Halperin
Joel Feld in memory of mother Arlene Feld
Dr. Harriet Feldman in memory of brother Michael Martin
Rhoda Feldman in memory of father Morris Waxman
Marvin Feller in memory of sister Norma Shore
Elyse Finkel in memory of father Leon Schwartz
Susan Weber-Fishkin in memory of father Howard Weber
Rochelle Flashner in memory of husband Barry Flashner & son 

Brian Flashner
Jeanette Flam in memory of son Barry Gesser
Melanie Flatow in memory of mother Julia Raichilson
Barbara Flum in memory of grandparents Arthur & Miriam 

Newman
Felise & Jeffrey Fox in memory of father Jerome Feinberg
Lenore Friedman in memory of father Murry Reichman
Lenore Friedman in memory of father-in-law Murry Friedman
Marcia Friedman in memory of mother Syde Hauben
Larry Friedman in memory of sister Susan Kleinert
Larry Friedman in memory of father Erwin Friedman
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Dan Geier in memory of father William Geier
Dan Geier in memory of stepmother Pola Geier
Dan Geier in memory of mother Rose Geier
Steven Gillman in memory of father Herman “Sol” Gillman
Stephen Gold in memory of father Michael Gold
Bea Goldberg in memory of father-in-law Selig Goldberg
Carol & Michael Goldberg in memory of Steven Goldberg & 

Alfred Goldberg
Esther M. Goldberg in memory of husband                                

Dr. Paul M. Goldberg
Phyllis Goldberg in memory of father Morris Burg
Philip Goldstein in memory of father Jacob Goldstein
Steven Goldstein in memory of grandfather Harry Bronstein
Francine Goodman in memory of father Herman Gutterson
Joel Gorinsky in memory of mother Minnie Gorinsky
Shelley Green in memory of Joseph Green
Gloria Greenbaum in memory of father Irving Cohen
Ivy Greenburg in memory of step father Stanley Cooper
Dan Greenburg in memory of aunt Hadassah Fein
Eileen & William Greenspan in memory of father                     

Arthur Greenspan
Susan Guttman in memory of husband Leslie Guttman
Cheryl Haber in memory of father Norton Friedman
Joanne Hamroff in memory of aunt Claire Blume
Joanne Hamroff in memory of mother Doris Newman
Jill Hirsch in memory of father Leon Lederman
David Hirsh in memory of mother Rose L. Hirsh
Ted Jurman in memory of father Marvin Jurman
Jill Kaiserman in memory of father Meyer Rubin
Anna Kaplan in memory of father Ted Kaplan
Anna Kaplan in memory of sister Sandra Leon
Anna Kaplan in memory of mother Doris Schechman
Stephen Kramer in memory of mother Miriam Kramer
Zelda Kaslow in memory of father Sol Deutsch
Lewis Kasman in memory of grandmother Ruth Gross
Lewis Kasman in memory of brother Scott David Schiff
Robin J. Katzanek in memory of father Reynold Katzanek
Leonard & Lois Kaufman in memory of sister Annette Kaufman
Leonard & Lois Kaufman in memory of mother Shirley Feit
Leonard & Lois Kaufman in memory of father Alvin Feit
Lenoard & Lois Kaufman in memory of father Sam Kaufman
Roberta Keller in memory of father Jack Sanders
Judy Klein in memory of father Arnold Bick
David T. Klein in memory of father Morris Klein
David T. Klein in memory of mother Julie Klein
Robin Knoll in memory of mother Nyra Horowitz
Marcia Kornbluth & family in memory of father Abe Hiller
Steven Koton in memory of father Sheldon Koton
Carol Kotz in memory of mother Ellen Klein
Albie Kula in memory of mother Annette Kula
Albie Kula in memory of father Jack Kula
Sandy Kula in memory of mother Rose Teitel
Joan Land in memory of mother Gertrude Gaines
Linda Lampert in memory of mother Helen Schlachter
Jeffrey Kaiserman in memory of father Gustave Kaiserman
Irma Koton in memory of husband Sheldon Koton
Blaine Land in memory of mother Hannah Land

Alan Latin in memory of father Benjamin Latin
Louise & Eli Levine in memory of brother Leonard Luckman
Eli Levine in memory of mother Dora Levine
Carol Levy in memory of beloved father Jack Minkin & brother 

Gary Minkin
Roslyn Litt in memory of husband Marvin H. Litt
Mara & Irwin Maltz in memory of father Bernard Maltz
Craig & Marcia Maltz in memory of father Bernard Maltz
Mara & Irwin Maltz in memory of father Melvin Balkan
Fran Markus in memory of grandmother Ruth Markus
Theresa Mermelstein in memory of husband                         

Jack Mermelstein
Bruce Miller in memory of father Saul Miller
Sarita Mawer in memory of mother-in-law Riyl (Rose) Mlawer
Dr. Allan Mohr in memory of father Irwin Mohr
Mitchell Mund in memory of father Walter Mund
Barry C. Nelson in memory of mother Dorothy Nelson
Melvin Parker in memory of mother-in-law Elsie Silverman
Melvin Parker in memory of father Morris Silverberg
Melvin Parker in memory of father-in-law Alexander Silverman
Melvin Parker in memory of mother Shirley Silverberg
Eve Perlmutter in memory of beloved mother Edith      

Heckscher Meyer
Eve Perlmutter in memory of beloved husband                         

Al M. Perlmutter
Sandy & Seth Pinkus in memory of our beloved husband & 

father Harvey Pinkus
Brenda Pitkoff in memory of brother Farrel Levine
Brenda Pitkoff in memory of father Ezra T. Levine
Tina Reiner in memory of mother Ida Feinman
The Reisender Family in memory of mother Mildred Reisender
Michael Robin in memory of mother Susan Robin
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Rosenberg in memory of father                

Jerry Rosenberg
Judith & Ned Sachs in memory of father Moses J. Adler
Robert Launders in memory of father Richard Saunders
Roberta Scoll in memory of mother Irene Metrick
Dr.Steven Scoll in memory of father Joseph Scoll
Dr. Steven Scoll in memory of mother Julia Scoll
Michelle & Michael Schwartz in memory of father                 

Leon Schwartz
Michelle & Michael Schwartz in memory of father Milton 

Cohen 
Ann Pittel Schwartz in memory of husband Arthur Schwartz  
Judith Sachs in memory of mother Tess Adler
Lynne Schosid in memory of father Ernest Kirsh                                                                                                                             
Louella Silberberg in memory of sister Eileen Singer
Louella Silberberg in memory of aunt Ida Podolsky
Louella Silberberg in memory of husband Paul Silberberg
Geri Silverman in memory of father Marvin Ozner
Irwin Silversmith in memory of father Samuel Silversmith
Susan Sims in memory of brother Albert Harris Abramoff
Susan Sims in memory of grandfather Hassid Abramoff
Joanne & Charlie Skop in memory of our fathers Norman 

Skop & Norman Karr
Joanne Skop in memory of brother Arnie Karr
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Martin Sommers in memory of mother Frances Ruben-
stein-Siminerio

Joan Doninger-Sommers in memory of husband Jeffrey Don-
inger

Shari Stern in memory of mother Geraldine Finkelstein
Richard Tillis in memory of mother Marilyn Tillis
Rena Strobing in memory of husband Howard Strobing
Joel & Rita Stoller in memory of father Daniel Stoller
Joel Stroller in memory of Kenneth Stoller
Catherine Supovitz in memory of parents Agnes & Henry Holzer
Alan Sussman in memory of mother Lillian Sussman
Bernard Taub in memory of father Abraham Taub
Shirley Tilchen in memory of son Edward Mark
Jeffrey Trompeter in memory of mother Minnie Trompeter
Jeffrey Trompeter in memory of father Jonas Trompeter
Rosa & Eugene Tsesis in memory of Riva Shargel
The Tulchiner Family in memory of grandmother Rae Tulchiner
Elaine Vogel in memory of mother-in-law Mollie Vogel
Jay Wanderman in memory of father Ben Wanderman
Sheila Weintraub in memory of son Ronald Evan Weintraub
Jeri Weil in memory of David Blatt
Beth Weiss in memory of mother Sylvia Swartz
Anita Weiss in memory of mother Evelyn Blachman
Joel Wexler in memory of aunt Sadie Hershfeld 
Joel Wexler in memory of aunt Eva Hershfeld
Jill & Joel Wexler in memory of father-in-law Leo Abrams
Sarah Wexler & family in memory of beloved husband & father, 

Elliot Wexler
Sarah Wexler in memory of uncle Baruch Lieblich
Barbara Wolfson in memory of mother Lena Blank
Karen & Daniel Yarosh in memory of mother Sylvia Doninger
Daniel Yarosh in memory of brother Jeffrey Doninger
Daniel Yarosh in memory of mother Lily Yarosh
Daniel Yarosh in memory of father William Doninger
Shelley Zimmerman in memory of father jack Mermelstein
Elliot Zimmerman in memory of father Meyer Zimmerman
Evelyn Zisner in memory of husband Jerry C. Zisner
Evelyn Zisner in memory of father-in-law Max Zisner
Evelyn Zisner in memory of father Samuel Distenfeld
Linda Zryb in memory of mother Geraldine Goldberg
Sandra Waldman in memory of father Jack Freilich
Jeri Weil in memory of mother Marcia Blatt
Sandra Weintraub in memory of father Reuben Traeger
Hal Weiss in memory of daughter Hilary Weiss
Myra Levine in memory of husband Max Levine
Paul Baer in memory of mother Florence Baer

 

YISKOR
Linda & Lewis Altman
Mr. & Mrs. J. Beck
Sheila Bezozo in memory of parents
Borah Family
Helen & Harley Chartoff
Martin & Joan Cohen
Michael Cohen
Michael Davidson
Shane Eisenberg
Saul & Shirley Gold in memory of Florence & Hyman Gold,
Lily & Phil Luckman, Bernard Gold, Victor Levy, and            

Janice Morah
Lawrence Lighter
Dolores Lutsky
David Ostrow
Michael Passet
Sandra Pinkus
Mr. & Mrs. Sarner
Eric Schechner
Leonard Schechner
Cheryl & Ron Schiffman
Ann Mary Schwartz
Paul & Paula Scott
Ruth & Albie Stam
Martin Steinberg
Lorie & Ira Sheinwald
Linda & Len Sussman
Carole & Roni Weltsch
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License #LA1473262

516-808-5080

Arthur Schweitzer
Your Local Combined Insurance Agent 

SUPPLEMENTAL INSURANCE   Health | Accident | Disability | Life

That’s right, we pay cash directly to you when you need it the most! 

Whether you are sick or injured and can’t work, or you want additional protection 
for your loved ones in case of serious illness or death, Arthur Schweitzer, 
one of Combined Insurance’s helpful agents, will work closely with you to help get 
you the right coverage at the right price.

STP-AD-NY-0113 Combined Life Insurance Company of New York, Latham, NY     www.combinedinsurance.com
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Silverman & Associates   
                                   2592 Merrick Road               43-07 214th Place 
                                  Bellmore, NY 11710             Bayside, NY 11361 
                                      (516) 781-9700                     (718) 225-0515 

www.DrSilvermanAssociates.com

• Adult & Pediatric Dentistry 

• Braces 

• Invisalign 

• Periodontal Therapy 

• Root Canal 

• Implants 

• Dentures 

• Tooth Colored Fillings 

• Metal Free Crowns 

• Porcelain Veneers 

• Nitrous Oxide Anesthesia 

• Laser Dentistry 

• Velscope Vx (Oral Cancer Exams) 

• Intra-Oral Camera 

• Evening & Saturday Appointments 

• 24 Hour Emergency Services
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Camp Connection 
Pointing you in the right direction 

Let’s Talk...
CAMP

Over 30 Years of Experience! Over 600 Programs Represented! ~ Our Focus Is Your Child’s Needs

FREE Advisory Service  
Receive Personal Guidance Brochures & Videos on:

Teen Tours | Sleep Away Camps | Pre - College Programs | 
Community Service Programs | Sports & Specialty Camps

Your Summer Camp Matchmakers

Email: camp4u@thecampconnection.com • www.thecampconnection.com • 800.834.2267 
Laurel and Norm Barrie, & Melissa Barrie Cohen
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A Simcha is such a 
wonderful thing!

Would you like to share a Simcha with 
members of our congregation?

Sponsor a Shabbos luncheon?

For all reservations and questions 
please contact the office!

Tell them you read it 
in the Bulletin!
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