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Dear Friends,

As we all settle back into what I hope is a more relaxed state 
of being during the summer months,  life gives us the oppor-
tunity for recreation, reading and, perhaps, some reflection. 
I’d like to share with you a wise and timeless teaching which 
comes from our siddur (prayer book) and which catches my 
attention each and every day. In actuality it is not a prayer- it 
is a teaching from a collection of Jewish law called the Mish-
nah.

What this Mishnah tells us as we are about to begin a day is 
that the pathway to a life of meaning, purpose and happiness 
is found when we go beyond ourselves. As Victor Frankl, who 
I have quoted many times, correctly said, “The door to happi-
ness opens outward.” 

The teaching of the Mishnah offers a series of actions, deeds, 
Mitzvot- all of which are designed to bring us lasting spiritual 
comfort when fulfilled. These are ten Mitzvot.

Honor those who gave me life
Lead with kindness
Learning is living
Warmly welcome all people
Respond whole heartedly to others who need me
Seize the joyous moments in life
Comfort those who need support in their time of sadness
Use the words of prayer to connect yourself to your people, all people and to God
Work for peace in your own life and in the lives of others
Seek the wisdom of Torah

Although I haven’t translated this teaching literally - my words reflect the way in which I understand this 
Mishnah and how it speaks to me. All of these ten Mitzvot remind us that there are abundant opportu-
nities to find meaning, purpose and happiness in our lives. They are all opportunities, which if we grasp 
them, make us feel fulfilled with how we have lived our life.

Each day when I reflect upon this teaching I know that our tradi-
tion has given me the direction I need to guide my life’s journey.

I hope that you’ll find as much meaning as I have in this beauti-
ful lesson.

I wish you and yours a safe and wonderful summer season.

Faithfully yours,

Rabbi Charles Klein
Michelle & Michael Schwartz and family
Senior Rabbinic Chair
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It’s a well-known bit of trivia that the Eskimos, in their native 
Inuit language, have nearly 50 different words for snow. And it 
makes sense! When it comes to something so essential to their 
way of life, naturally, they would have many different ways of 
thinking about and describing it.

But you may be wondering, why am I beginning my Summer 
bulletin writing about, of all things, Eskimos and snow? Well, it’s 
because in much the same way, the Jewish people are known 
for our many different ways of saying thanks. 

There is, of course, Todah, our basic thank you, with the word 
Rabbah added to the end when someone has truly gone above 
and beyond to help us. But we also have words like Dayenu, 
which we say to express our gratitude to God for the many 
blessings that we enjoy in life. Hakarat haTov is an example you 
might be less familiar with, but it literally means, “recognizing 
the good”; it’s the practice of noticing what’s valuable and holy 
within another person and letting them know how we feel by 
saying thanks often. Lastly we come to my personal favorite: 
Yesher Koach. Literally, “strength to you,” Yesher Koach is what 
we say when we are filled with gratitude for the goodness and 
success that someone close to us has achieved. 

As the summer season begins, and I reflect back on my first full year at the Merrick Jewish Centre, all of 
our many Jewish ways of saying thank you have been on my mind. Todah Rabbah, thank you for wel-
coming me with warmth and kindness from my very first Shabbat last August. Dayenu! We are truly 
blessed at the Merrick Jewish Centre. While interesting classes and spirited services “would have been 
enough,” we have so many wonderful events to take part in each and every day, and so much to be 
thankful for.  

When it comes to Hakarat haTov, recognizing the good, one doesn’t have to look very far either. With the 
end of the Hebrew School year, I had the great pleasure of watching each class take to the Bima for their 
Moving Up ceremonies. I looked on with pride as these future Jewish leaders chanted prayers, received 
awards, and rejoiced together with family and friends. There is so much good to be found in each of our 
students, and in the Hebrew School staff who work tirelessly to ensure that the next generation of Jews 
grows strong in their connection to our ancient heritage. We kicked off the beginning of summer with a 
Lag b’Omer Tailgate BBQ. Together with S’mores and Israeli music, dancing and bounce house jumping, 
we celebrated a year of learning and relationship building. I hope you enjoy some of the pictures from 
our celebration, which was featured in the Merrick Herald.

As we look toward these summer months, I have thanks in my heart, and I say Yesher Koach, all the 
strength, to each of you for making our community great! May we continue building on the successes we 
have accomplished this year as we reach toward new heights, with gratitude for the blessings and good-
ness of our Merrick Jewish Centre family. 

L’Shalom,

Rabbi Dermer 
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Dear Fellow Congregants:

Summer has arrived, and it marks the conclusion of my first year 
as MJC president. I would like to offer a huge thanks to all of my 
fellow officers, members of the board of directors, presidents of 
the arms of the synagogue, committee chairs and, of course, Rabbi 
Klein and Rabbi Dermer for all of their support and devoted service 
during the past year. I look forward to working with all of you, once 
again, in the coming year. 

During the past twelve months our synagogue calendar has been 
chock-full of programs, events and activities for each and every 
one of you and your children. Both Rabbi Klein and Rabbi Dermer, 
our educational director, Helena Eilenberg, our Life-long learning 
committee, Men’s Club, Sisterhood and other various committee 
chairs are constantly brainstorming to come up with innovative 
and exciting ideas for the programs and events. I urge you to con-
tinue to provide them with your support by attending and partici-
pating as often as you can.

We are now in the Post-JK era at the Merrick Jewish Centre--also 
known as the post-Jamey Kohn era. As you all know Jamey left our 

employ to assume the position of executive director at Temple Israel 
of Great Neck. All of the much deserved accolades have been bestowed upon Jamey over the recent weeks, 
and we will all miss his most pleasant and welcoming demeanor in the MJC office. Jamey served as our 
administrative director for nine years, and during his tenure he worked tirelessly on our behalf EACH AND 
EVERY DAY, beyond the call of duty. Jamey did not look at his employment at the Merrick Jewish Centre 
as a job; he looked at it as a labor of love. I know that I speak for our entire membership in wishing Jamey 
“b’hatzlacha” the best of luck and success in his future. 

We are also  extremely fortunate to have hired Jill Burns as our new administrative director.  If you have not 
met Jill yet, please stop by the MJC office and offer her a friendly hello. I look forward to working with her 
for many years to come.

Although it is summer, the leadership of the MJC is still working diligently in many areas to keep our syna-
gogue strong and vibrant and a leader of Conservative Judaism on the South Shore of Long Island. We hope 
to accomplish the following items within the next few months:

• Finalization of an employment agreement with Cantor Benjamin Warchawski to become 
 our new cantor
• Conversion of our existing library into a youth lounge/multi-purpose room
• Replacement of various exterior doors of the building
• Installation of an access system for entry into the building
• Acquisition and sale of interment plots at Wellwood Cemetery
• Obtaining of finance needed for the planned renovation of our building and the replacement of aging 

mechanical, structural, electrical and plumbing components

I invite you to join us during the summer months at our informal, more casual Shabbat morning services 
which are held in the Center for Jewish Life starting at 9:30AM. We are also offering our summer Shabbat 
luncheon sponsorships at a discounted price of $75. Please consider a sponsorship to celebrate a happy 
occasion or in memory of a loved one.

On behalf of my wife Ilene, my daughters Heather, Allison and Lauren, and me, we wish you a restful and 
enjoyable summer!

Howie Segal
President
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Dear Friends,

Nine years ago I began soul 
searching. I was looking for a new 
career that would involve less 
travel, would allow me to use all 
of my skills and still benefit the 
Jewish community. Responding 
to an ad in JewishJobs.com led 
to a phone call with Linda Altman 
and consecutive interviews with 
Rena Cohen-Kozin, Howard Tiegel, 
Saul Rosenberg and, of course, 
Rabbi Klein. 

The Merrick Jewish Centre was 
looking to fill a void that was left 
by the retirement of Pearl Kogan, 
of blessed memory, by creating 
the new position of Administrative 
Director, and was willing to try out 
an untested “Jolly Green Giant” 
(as I was affectionately referred to 
by the office staff). I learned so much from long time administrative assistant Marcia Friedman 
and Shelley Green our bookkeeper. In my twenty years working within the Jewish communities 
ranging from Ontario, Canada to California, to Texas, to South Carolina, to Florida and within 
our own New York/New Jersey Metropolitan area, the Merrick Jewish Centre has the largest 
volunteer base and the most renowned rabbi I have ever had the opportunity to serve. MJC’s 
volunteers are dedicated and forthright – I cannot possibly name everyone who has assisted me 
throughout the years, but I thank each and every one of you, and you know who you are. 

From baby namings to bar mitzvahs, auf rufs and funerals, Guinness World Record Candle 
Lightings that put me on a first name basis with the Fire Marshal, one shot videos, conversion 
of the synagogue into Israel, Lag B’Omer Bonfires which put me on a first, middle and last name 
basis with the Fire Marshal, the activity at our beloved MJC raises the bar to a whole new level. 
Heléna Eilenberg, Educational Director, is a dynamic educator, a colleague and a friend. Rabbi 
Jack Dermer has already hit the ground running in his first year at the MJC successfully pro-
gramming for all interest categories, and I can’t wait to see how far he soars. Rabbi Charles Klein 
is truly a once in a generation teacher and spiritual leader. I have had the opportunity to learn so 
much from Rabbi Klein. I quote him in my speeches at my own shul, his stories are at my seder 
tables, and my family has grown weary of me saying, “Rabbi Klein always says…” 

I thank the clergy, staff, leadership and membership of the Merrick Jewish Centre for welcoming 
me into your family for all these years. I can honestly say that although I am leaving the shul, 
my heart will always remain at the Merrick Jewish Centre.

B’Shalom,

Jamey Kohn
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Morning Minyan
Monday and Thursday 6:30am

Friday 6:45pm
Sunday 8:30am 

Daily Evening Minyan
Sunday to Thursday 8:00pm

We invite you t o visit the 
Merrick Jewish Centre website

www.merrickjc.org
Check out our CALENDAR for upcoming events

Visit our PHOTO GALLERY
Check out our BULLETIN BOARD
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We invite you t o visit the 
Merrick Jewish Centre website

www.merrickjc.org
Check out our CALENDAR for upcoming events

Visit our PHOTO GALLERY
Check out our BULLETIN BOARD

We want to hear from YOU!

Do you have something to contribute? 
Is there something you would like to see 

in future issues of the MJC Bulletin?

Contact Howard Zryb at 
bulletin@merrickjc.org

with your ideas and suggestions.

Do you know that the Merrick Jewish Centre now 
has its own YouTube Channel? 

You can find sermons, classes, and recordings 
of special events all on the Merrick Jewish Centre 

YouTube Channel. 

You can go to our website (www.merrickjc.org) 
and click on the link for the YouTube Channel, 
and there you will find a long and growing list 

of videos available.

Join The “I.N.N.” Crowd

You can be part of the “I.N.N.” crowd by joining 
us one Thursday morning a month when we 

prepare trays of lasagna for the Interfaith 
Nutrition Network. 

It is prepared in the dairy kitchen of MJC and 
delivered to a soup kitchen in Freeport. 

We are fun, fast and efficient and very 
welcoming!

For additional info please contact the synagogue 
office or Shelley 867-0717.

CHESED

• Bereavement Support
• Family Support Services
• Support Groups and Services
• Bikur Cholim
• Mitzvah Days

“Chesed is practiced by those who accept and fulfil 
the Gemilut Chassidim...Deeds of Loving Kindness.”
Our desire is to provide support for members of our 
congregational family that are in need.

We ARE our brothers’ keeper!  

SEMI-ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE 
TO BE HELD AT MJC ON THURSDAY, 

AUGUST 22nd BETWEEN 2:30 & 8:30 PM
 

For every unit of blood collected, 3 people benefit 
from that 1 donation... so come on down 

& save some lives !!
 

If you anticipate donating, please ensure that you 
are hydrated and have eaten food prior to donat-

ing and bring your ID.
 

Contact: Wendy Pupa @wifesley@aol.com to 
schedule an appointment or just drop-in on 

August 22nd
 

TODAH RABAH TO ALL !!

USY/Teen Programs 

If you are a teen grades 8-12 and looking 
for something fun and meaningful to do on 
Monday nights then USY at MJC is perfect 
for you. We meet twice a month and have 
a mix of programs that are social, Jewish, 

social action and activities. If you would like 
more info contact Rabbi Dermer.
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One of the services that the Merrick Jewish Centre 
provides for its members is shiva minyans in the 
home for families who have experienced a loss. 
Since I assumed the chair of this committee, our 
squad members have served more than 400 fam-
ilies. This is a daunting challenge at times, when 
there are several families with bereavements during 
the same week.

This is one committee NOT looking for more ac-
tivity; as a matter of fact, we wish there was none. 
However, when a bereavement occurs, we’re stand-
ing by ready to help out.

Just a few guidelines:

1. If your family experiences a loss, please notify the 
synagogue office as soon as possible—and indicate 
whether you’d like an evening minyan in the home.  
We will come as many nights as you need us.

2. If you do want a minyan, please arrange to have 
someone pick up the shiva chairs and the books 
from the synagogue.   Return them following the 
shiva period.

3. Minyans start promptly at 8:00 pm.  Please under-
stand our leaders are often coming from work and 
they themselves want to get home.   On occasion, 
families are receiving visitors and aren’t ready to 
start for quite some time.

4. Should you decide for whatever reason to cancel 
a scheduled minyan, please let the office (or me – 
sk3015@aol.com) know immediately so a squad 
member doesn’t have to come out needlessly.

5. If you have any special needs, let us know.  For 
example, sometimes we’ve been asked to help with 
the recitation of the Mourner’s Kaddish.

6. For obvious reasons, we can serve families only 
in the Bellmore-Merrick area.  Thank you for your 
understanding.

Again, this is one committee which wishes it has as 
little activity as possible.

Steve Kussin
Shiva Minyan Squad Leader 

There are Jewish people on Long Island who 
are going hungry. As you may know, The 
Chesed Committee is committed to a wonder-
ful initiative in which we support the Kosher 
Pantry at Belllmore Jewish Center, which 
helps our fellow Jews in need.

Our role in this project is a very simple one: 
Remember to bring one kosher item of 
non-perishable food: a can of soup, a box 
of pasta, a jar of peanut butter, a canister of 
oatmeal - and so forth...and deposit these 
donations in one of the collection bins in the 
lobby. You get the idea!  When the kids come 
to Hebrew school, that’s also the perfect time 
for a drop off. If each person in our congre-
gation remembered, imagine what we would 
collect - and how far our donations would go 
to alleviating this pressing problem.

Please - don’t leave it to others. Again, we are 
fortunate to enjoy three full meals a day; there 
are fellow Jews just a stone’s throw away that 
are not so lucky. On behalf of Chesed project 
coordinators Ellen Sussman & Linda Zryb - 
“thank you” for participating in this mitzvah.

Our food drive for the Kosher Pantry has been 
very  successful. Therefore, we are asking 
our congregants to please think of the hungry 
when they go food shopping and buy some-
thing extra to donate. Please drop off dona-
tions at Merrick Jewish Centre.

THE KOSHER FOOD PANTRY IS OPEN TO ALL 
WHO ARE IN NEED REGARDLESS OF RELI-
GIOUS AFFILIATION.
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by Jodi Turk-Goldberg

With Anti semetism and BDS growing in record num-
bers on today’s campuses, Jamey Kohn and I decided 
we needed to have an MJC Israel Action Committee 
event that showed the harsh reality but with the mes-
sage that there are Jewish students who are pushing 
back in positive ways.  

We invited SPACA Students Parents against Campus 
Antisemetism a grassroots movement  founded by 
an NYU parent and activist, Shoshana Bederman, to 
bring their program to the MJC. Along with the help of 
Ameer Benno from the Bellmore Merrick Community 
Council and some coordination with other pro Israel 
teen groups, we filled the room with students/parents 
from all over Long Island. 

We had a panel of Two Active Students Supporting 
Israel from Columbia University (where BDS has taken 
a strong hold) and the SSI founder at LIU, where they 
had a Q and A with the students. 

The IAC announces another event for our teens and 
students during the Rosh Hashana program on Sept. 
30th between 10-12PM 
This is open to all high school and College students in 
for the holiday.

Thank you.

Reprinted here is an article that ran in the Long Island 
Herald:

http://www.liherald.com/merrick/stories/anti-semi-
tism-debate-hosted-by-jewish-centre,112024

By Erik Hawkins

The Anti-Defamation League last year announced a 
57-percent increase in anti-Semitic bias incidents in the 
United States over those reported in 2016. According 
to many Jewish and pro-Israel activists, the wave of 
bias is flaring up notably on college campuses, often 
coinciding with a renewed student interest in Palestin-
ian rights and the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 
movement 

The Merrick Jewish Centre sought to open a conversa-
tion on Feb. 10 with Jewish high school students, their 
families and the larger community, about the kind of 
challenges or bias they may face when they head to 
college.

“We wanted to have some learning for, really, our 
teenage demographic,” said Rabbi Jack Dermer. “We 
wanted to make the students who are now going into 
college in the next couple of years aware of this grow-
ing trend of both anti-Zionism, as well as anti-Semi-
tism.”

The response was tremendous, according to MJC 

event organizer Jodi Turk-Goldberg. “We had an un-
precedented number of RSVPs,” she said.

Dermer said that the sanctuary was filled with teens 
and their families, who were given an overview of 
the issues college students and activists Ofir Dayan, 
Dalia Zagher and Joshua Nierenberg have faced.

The students “haven’t just hidden in their dorm 
rooms,” Dermer said, but have formed campus 
groups to respond to incidents including swastikas 
drawn on dorm room doors and fake “eviction notic-
es” slipped under students’ doors accusing them of 
being “responsible for the eviction of the Palestinian 
people,” just because of their Jewish heritage.

“It’s been going on for years, but there has been 
certainly a rise,” Dermer said, “and it’s extremely 
concerning because it’s beyond just whether you 
support the State of Israel, and now it’s just an attack 
on Jewish students.”

The BDS movement — as well as debate over who 
is at fault in the decades-running Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict and the continued encroachment of Israeli 
settlements in Palestinian territories — is fraught 
with linguistic perils. As illustrated last week, when 
congressional politics exploded with outrage over a 
freshman congresswoman’s words, criticism of U.S. 
policy or Israeli government actions can be easily 
perceived as anti-Semitic.

Minnesota U.S. Rep. Ilhan Omar, a Muslim and 
former Somali refugee, decried the influence of 
lobbyists working on behalf of the American Israeli 
Public Affairs Committee to advance the interests of 
the Israeli government in U.S. policy. She used lyrics 
from a 1997 hip-hop song to insinuate that much of 
the congressional support for Israel is bought by lob-
bying money. Her comments were read as advancing 
age-old anti-Semitic tropes that paint Jews as mon-
eyed manipulators pulling the world’s strings behind 
the scenes.

Omar and her defenders maintained that she was 
merely pointing out the obvious — that AIPAC, like 
other lobbying groups hold an outsized influence 
on congressional decisions because of the financial 
support they offer politicians. Still, Omar later apolo-
gized.

Dermer said that there is room to criticize the actions 
of the Israeli government, but that there were clear 
undertones of anti-Semitism and denial of Israel’s 
right to exist as a state.

“The big political issue is BDS — pretending Israel 
doesn’t even exist and boycotting it,” he said. “Our 
stance is that’s inappropriate. We don’t think it’s help-
ful for anyone. We don’t think it helps the situation at 
all.”

continued next page...
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continued next page...

Panelists joined congregants at the Merrick Jewish Centre’s recent event on campus anti-Semitism. Ofir Dayan, far left, Joshua Yoni 
Nierenberg, Tamar Ben-Simon, Sharon Freudenstein, Dalia Zagher, Leetal Ben-Simon and Shoshana Bederman.

COURTESY JODI TURK-GOLDBERG

“Israel is a state like any other state,” he contin-
ued, “and it’s not perfect. There’s certainly room to 
have the dialogue about Israel that’s not completely 
one-sided, that’s open to discussing the things that 
Israel does that are less than perfect. But, that said, 
the belief that Israel has no right to exist, we reject 
wholeheartedly, with less discussion.”

Dayan, Zagher and Nierenberg are members of 
Students and Parents Against Campus Anti-Semitism, 
and allege that they have been victims or witnesses 
of bias incidents on the campuses of Columbia Uni-
versity and Long Island University.

Dayan, 24, daughter of the Israel Consul General in 
New York, told the New York Post last year that she 
has been harassed and threatened by members of 
the national activist organization Students for Justice 
in Palestine, which has a Columbia chapter. Dermer 
said that SJP often holds protests while pro-Israel 
student groups are holding Holocaust Remembrance 
Day events.

“In general, very often, anti-Israel protests really 
strike at home,” he said. “It’s completely inappropri-
ate … and it can be really terrifying for these stu-
dents.”

However, Aya Salem, a member of SJP’s Colum-
bia chapter, said last week that the group is active 
in fighting discrimination in all forms — including 
anti-Semitism — and that critics such as SPACA and 
Students Supporting Israel unfairly weaponize the 
concept of anti-Semitism to silence criticism of Israeli 
policies.

“These are the people who are actually fighting for 
anyone on campus who’s experiencing discrimina-

tion,” Salem said, adding that groups like SPACA and 
SSI maintain “blacklist”-like websites with contact 
and social media information of students who protest 
for Palestinian rights. People can and do lose jobs 
because of being listed on the sites, Salem said.

Many pro-Israel groups on U.S. campuses claim to be 
grassroots, but are substantially funded by the Israeli 
political establishment, Salem added, and students 
claiming anti-Semitism on the part of pro-Palestinian 
rights demonstrators might be surprised to see that 
they are among the first to defend a Jewish student 
being discriminated against.

“It shows that some of these people aren’t really 
involved in any struggle,” Salem said. “They show up 
and use [anti-Semitism] to try and smear the people 
who’ve been doing the work this whole time.”

Dermer said that the Jewish Centre just wanted 
students to be prepared, and to be “armed with the 
facts,” rather than being blindsided by Palestinian 
rights protests, or believing that the movement is a 
“cool and progressive cause when it’s anything but.”

“So often the people who are detracting from the 
legitimacy of the State of Israel are people who have 
never been there, and who are repeating stuff from 
spurious news sources, stuff that’s blown out of 
proportion,” he said. “When you look at the facts on 
the ground, the discussion takes a different turn. We 
do want to arm them with the facts, but also with a 
love of the country … that Israel can play a key role in 
our religious lives; not just the facts about it, but also 
connected to it on a more visceral level.”



Page 12

By Steve Villano / Medium.com

May 28, 2019

Two years ago in late August, 2017, Billy Joel walked 
out on stage at Madison Square Garden, where he is 
the Artist-in-Residence performing monthly to stand-
ing room only crowds. On the left side of his dark suit 
jacket, a yellow Star of David was pinned prominently 
over his heart. For the singer/songwriter who has 
performed more than 100 times at one of the world’s 
premiere concert arenas, sold more than 150 million 
records and won virtually every music award, it was a 
bold and dramatic action, surprising some of his fans, 
since Joel is known for not being overtly political.

Joel’s jolt came less than ten days after the White 
Supremacist/Nazi march in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
where a young women walking to peacefully protest 
the anti-Semitic and racial hatred spewed by the 
“Unite the Right” mob, was deliberately run down 
and killed by a White Supremacist driving a car into 
the group of counter-protestors. To compound the 
terrible and deadly events in Charlottesville, Donald 
Trump went on television and refused to place re-
sponsibility on the Nazis and White Supremacists, but 
instead, stated there were “very fine people on both 
sides.”

Trump’s despicable statement “enraged”, Joel, as he 
told The Times of Israel.

“No, Nazis aren’t good people,“ Joel said. “My old 
man, his family got wiped out. They were slaughtered 
at Auschwitz. Him and his parents were able to get 
out.”

Joel’s comments about his family’s treatment by the 
Nazis was an understatement.

In Billy Joel: The Definitive Biography, by Fred Schru-
ers (Crown Archetype Books, NY, NY, 2014), the author 
details the systematic campaign by the Nazi’s against 
Joel’s ancestors, simply because they were success-
ful Jews living in Nuremberg, Germany, where Billy 
Joel’s father Helmut, later Americanized to Howard, 
was born.

Joel’s paternal grandfather, Karl Amson Joel, started a 
business in household linens in 1927, which he called 
the Karl Joel Linen Goods Company. His business 
was so profitable that he, his wife and their young 
son — Billy Joel’s father — were able to move into a 
wealthy section of Nuremberg. As Karl Joel’s business 
rose in prominence and the Nazis rose in power, the 

Nazis fixed their sights on eliminating the Joel’s busi-
ness and the family operating it.

The Billy Joel biography reports that “in the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Museum database titled ‘Index 
of Jews whose German Nationality was Annulled by 
Nazi Regime, 1935–1944, Billy’s grandfather is falsely 
accused of “monetary and currency offenses” in the 
records of two separate files.

“After taking part in the making of the documentary 
The Joel Files,I realized what the film’s director, Beate 
Thalberg had discovered,” Billy told the book’s writer, 
Fred Schruers. “My relatives were hounded out of 
Germany at an absurd price — a paradigm of the eco-
nomic casualties during the Nazi takeover.”

But Karl Joel was not simply an “economic casualty: 
he and his family were specific targets of the Nazis 
and were used as examples by Nazi propagandist Ju-
lius Streicher in the virulently anti-Semitic publication 
Der Sturmer. Streicher ran front page articles calling 
Billy’s grandfather a “Yid,” and falsely accused him 
of underpaying and sexually harassing his workers. 

Billy Joel & His Family vs The Nazis

Billy Joel, wearing a Star of David at Madison Square Garden 
Concert following Charlottesville, in 2017.
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The Nazis made up thousands of lies against Germa-
ny’s Jews to dehumanize them and turn their political 
base against them.

Billy Joel’s father was one of four Jews in his Nurem-
berg classroom, forced to sit apart from their class-
mates, and forbidden from using the public swim-
ming pool. As circumstances for Jews in Germany 
became more dire, and Karl Joel was arrested three 
times while being called the “Jew Joel,” a “blood-
sucker,” and “oppressor,” young Helmut was sent to 
a boarding school in Switzerland. Meanwhile, Der 
Sturmer continued its relentless Twitter-like name call-
ing attacks on Karl Joel, labeling him the “Nuremberg 
Linen-Jew Joel.”

Karl Joel was ordered by the Nazis to stamp all of his 
outgoing packages with a “J”, a German plant manag-
er was installed at his company, and suppliers began 
to boycott him. In June, 1938, a new law was passed 
requiring all Jewish businesses to be forfeited to 
Aryan ownership. Karl Joel’s linen business was taken 
from him at one-fifth its’ actual value.

“My grandparents fled in the night using fake pass-
ports, and escaped across the Swiss border to Zurich. 
They got in touch with my father at his school and 
told him they had left Germany for good.”

To escape Europe, Billy Joel’s grandparents and his 
father “secured places aboard a cruise ship called the 
Andora Star, for a 1939 passage across the Atlantic 
to Cuba, where they resided for two years before the 
United States  -  strictly limiting the immigration of 
Jews to protect “the ideal of American homogeneity  
-  allowed them entry. Karl Joel’s brother Leon and his 

family were not so fortunate. They boarded the SS 
St.Louis, and after the Voyage of the Damned was re-
fused entry in Havana and at every US port, Billy Jo-
el’s aunt, uncle and family were send back to Europe, 
and executed in the gas chambers at Auschwitz.

Billy’s father, fluent in German and trained as a 
concert pianist, was drafted into the US Army in 
1943, fighting in General George Patton’s Third Army. 
When Howard Joel’s battalion liberated the Dachau 
Concentration Camp near Munich in April, 1945, he 
didn’t know that his relatives had been slaughtered at 
Auschwitz.

I interviewed Billy Joel in Oyster Bay, Long Island, 
earlier this month, as part of my work on the official 
biography of his fellow Long Island singer/songwrit-
er Harry Chapin. I wanted to thank him for wearing 
the Star of David as a powerful statement of protest 
to what happened in Charlottesville, and as a strong 
rebuke of Trump’s depiction of “fine people on both 
sides.” I converted to Judaism 40 years ago, and mar-
ried a Jewish girl from Joel’s hometown of Hicksville, 
Long Island, so his bold public action was particularly 
poignant for me.

“There are no good Nazis, “Joel said. “They killed my 
family members.”

Then he told me how the Nazis, once they confiscated 
his grandfather’s linen factory, used the machines in 
the factory to make the black and white striped prison 
uniforms which they forced Jews to wear, including 
his family members who were executed at Auschwitz. 
It was too macabre and twisted to imagine.

“I’ll continue to fight them as long as I can, 
and to use my voice to speak out against that 
kind of hate, “Joel said.

I thought back to his simple, straight-forward 
and quietly, powerful act of pinning a yellow 
Star of David above his heart on his dark 
suit, and thought of the decades of family 
and global history behind it, and the millions 
of Jews and non-Jews for whom Billy Joel’s 
voice rang out clear and true, without having 
to sing one note on that August night in New 
York.

https://medium.com/@stevevillano/billy-joel-
his-family-vs-the-nazis-5744b86235fd

photo by Howard Zryb
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[Ed Note:] This article originally appeared in The 
Tablet in 2011 (www.tabletmag.com)

By Marc Tracy

July 14th is Bastille Day, and Bastille Day always 
makes me think of “La Marseillaise,” and “La Mar-
seillaise” always makes me think of Casablanca, in 
which an impromptu mass singing of the gorgeous, 
inspiring French national anthem makes for one of 
the greatest scenes in movies. As hair-on-end-ing as 
it is by itself, though, what truly takes your breath 
away, even decades later, is knowing the subtext: 
That it was filmed during World War II and released 
in 1942, when France was very much under occupa-
tion and the future of the war was still in doubt. One 
imagines audiences singing along; one wishes one 
could have been there to sing along with them.

But if the scene is an explicit show of solidarity with 
the occupied French (the film provides the careful, 
ahistorical Hollywood touch of having the Vichy 
officer ultimately turn out to be a good guy), then 
might it not also serve as an implicit show of soli-

darity with other peoples trampled underfoot by the 
Nazis? Perhaps with one people in particular? A closer 
look at who made Casablanca and who appears in the 
scene-both the actors and the characters-reveals this 
almost certainly to be the case, and retroactively has 
something to tell us about the values for which “La 
Marseillaise” and Bastille Day stood, and continue to 
stand. 

Casablanca’s director, Michael Curtiz, was a Hungar-
ian Jew who came to America from Vienna in the 
mid-twenties. Its three credited screenwriters are Ju-
lius and Philip Epstein (they were twins) and Howard 
Koch, who would later be blacklisted. Casablanca’s 
famed script was a Frankenstein’s monster, based on 
a play [co-written by a Jew, Murray Bennett] and then 
rewritten and rewritten again, with scenes added even 
after filming had begun.) The Hollywood studio sys-
tem was, of course, almost entirely invented by Jews, 

Everybody Comes to Rick’s - Especially The Jews
Why a little part of Bastille Day and ‘La Marseillaise’ is also ours
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among them Casablanca’s executive producer, Jack 
L. Warner, who founded one of the main studios 
with three of his brothers (guess what it’s called?).

Jewish actors are prominent in Casablanca. The 
catalyst of the story is the petty thief who steals the 
two letters of transit and hides them in Sam’s piano 
at Rick’s; he is played by the great Peter Lorre, born 
László Löwenstein in Hungary. Carl, Rick’s trusted 
head waiter, was played by S.Z. Sakall, also a Hun-
garian Jew who got out of Europe before the storm. 
Curt Bois, a source of comic relief as a pickpocket, 
was a German Jew who left in 1934. The croupier in 
Rick’s casino—yes, you may be shocked, shocked!, 
to find that gambling is going on in here, is played 
by Marcel Dalio, born Israel Moshe Blauschild. Even 
the German guy who plays Strasser, the chief Nazi, 
was married to a Jew! I could likely go on, but let’s 
get to the story itself. 

The film’s most prominent refugee from Nazism, 
Victor, is not Jewish. And neither, of course, is Rick; 
and neither is Ilsa. But I have always read most of 
the rest of the outcasts surrounding Rick who quietly 
stand up against the Nazis as being Jewish (the one 
exception being Sam, the piano player, who proves 
the rule because he is black). It’s not an implausible 
reading: While many Jews of Vichy France (to say 
nothing of Occupied France) were, of course, deport-
ed, the Casablanca of Casablanca is clearly a place 
where nobody is trying to ruffle anyone’s feathers 
or go out of the way to do anything other than look 
after themselves-at least until Strasser’s 
crackdown. 

Carl, with his benign expression and 
mitteleuropa accent, easily reads as 
Jewish (it helps that he is played by 
Sakall). Ditto the croupier and the 
pickpocket. Rick’s bartender is a Russian 
named Sascha, and one has to wonder 
about a Russian who has somehow 
found himself in a lenient Casablanca 
in 1942. Then there is Yvonne, who cries 
as she sings along to “La Marseillaise,” 
who was played by a French woman 
who, in real life, was married to Dalio, 
the Jewish actor who plays the croupi-
er.

Most of all, though, I have always 
read the young Bulgarian couple, the 
Brandels, as Jewish (“Things are very 
bad there, the devil has the people by 
the throat”). One of the most moving 

scenes comes when Mrs. Brandel tells Rick that 
Captain Renault, the wily Vichy gendarme played 
by Claude Rains, has offered to help them leave 
if she will give herself up to him. I always read 
them as Jewish because they are clearly in a hurry 
to leave Casablanca, which makes you ask why, 
and because, well, she looks it; and sure enough, 
Annina Brandel is played by Joy Page, daughter of 
a Mexican-American father and a Jewish mother. It 
was Page’s first role.

So what does this all mean? And why does it mat-
ter? Even in 1789 and the years after, “La Marseil-
laise” was not just about the French. Liberty, equali-
ty, and fraternity turned out to be values that helped 
the Jews of Europe as well (it was Napoleon, who 
modeled himself as the revolution’s realization, who 
freed most of them from the ghettos) and spurred 
the Haskalah, the 19th century Jewish Enlighten-
ment. 

When it was a dark time for the French, it was a 
darker time for the Jews; and the French singing 
their song of defiance are also the Jews singing 
their song of defiance. At its best, the French Revo-
lution claimed to speak for all humanity, and most 
of all for its most downtrodden. It is appropriate for 
Jews to feel that it spoke, and speaks, for them, too. 

A good thing to remember on Bastille Day. Vive la 
France!
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Merrick Jewish Centre President Howie Segal was honored before the Mets game on May 20th. There is no 
truth to the rumor that he will become a late-season addition to the bullpen.
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Blanche Batnick Mitzvah Fund
Joan & Blaine Land in honor of the birth of Julia Hayden granddaugher of 
Wendy & Frank Wetchler
The Buglione and Donath Families in memory of June Fishkin, mother of Rena 
Berger.
Joan and Blaine Land in memory of Jeff Levitt
Joan and Blaine Land in honor of the birth of Michelle & Michael Schwartz’s 
grandson Liam
Joan and Blaine Land in honor of the birth of the grandson of Amy Rood and 
Jack Matza
Kenneth Greenfield in honor of The Land Family

Camp Ramah Fund
Renee and Alan Feinman on the loss of Lorraine Berger
Judith & Barry Wilansky in Appreciation of Rabbi Klein

Chesed Fund
Linda and Lew Altman in memory of Marcia Rosten, mother of Alicia Stone.
Beth and Mitchell Davis in memory of Marcia Rosten, mother of Alicia Stone
Tina and Ira Blankstein in memory of Jeff Levitt
Shelley Rosenblum in memory of David Wohl Brother of Sarita Mlawer
Shelley Rosenblum in honor of the birth of the granddaughter of Linda and 
Howard Zryb
Sharyn and Steve Kussin in honor of the wedding of Irene & Bob Kroll’s 
Grandson
Karen and Gary Sanders in memory of Marcia Rosten, mother of Alicia Stone
Ruth Katz in memory of Jeff Levitt
Andrea and Steve Davis in memory of Jeff Levitt
Judy and Mitchell Mund in honor of the birth of Rena and Steve Berger’s 
grandson.
Mindy and Ed Goldstein in honor of the birth of Miriam Stella, granddaughter 
of Linda and Howard Zry b
Phyllis and Peter wishing Bob Kroll a speedy recovery
Phyllis and Peter in honor of the birth of Miriam Stella, granddaughter of 
Linda and Howard Zryb
Phyllis and Peter wishing Paul Stone a speedy recovery
Steve & Sharyn Kussin in memory of Barbara Salwen Mother of Ethel 
Liebeskind
Ruth Katz, in memory of Marcia Rosten, mother of Alicia Stone
Sharyn and Steve Kussin in memory of Marcia Rosten, 
mother of Alicia Stone.
Mary and Steve Greenfield in memory of Jeff Levitt
Sharyn & Steven Kussin in honor of Irene Kroll’s Grandson’s wedding
Ilene Lambert in memory of Marcia Rosten, mother of Alicia Stone
Shelley Rosenblum in memory of Marcia Rosten
Lance Goldman in memory of his mother Fay Goldman
Rose and Ray Cohen in memory of Jeff Levitt
Rose and Ray Cohen sending get well wishes to Paul Stone
Sarah Wexler and Family in memory of Jeff Levitt
Gara Edelstein in memory of Marcia Rosten, mother of Alicia Stone.
Judy and Mitchell Mund in honor of the birth of Linda and 
Howie Zryb’s granddaughter.
Rhoda Simon in honor of the birth of Emma Blake Feld, granddaughter of 
Shari and Mitchell Simon
Ellen and Allan Sussman in honor of the birth of Miriam Stella, granddaughter 
of Linda and Howard Zryb
Shelley Rosenblum in honor of the graduation of Zack Feldman
Sarah Wexler for Phyllis Chaskes for all the good occasions
Beth & Mitchell Davis in memory of Sylvia Davis
Toby & Herb Usenheimer in memory of Thomas Wegman
Linda & Howard Zryb and Family in memory of Barbara Salwen mother of 
Ethal Liebeskind
Tina and Ira Blankstein in memory of Marcia Rosten, mother of Alicia Stone
Shelley Rosenblum in honor of Alan Chibnik’s speedy recovery

Phyllis Goldberg and Peter Donath wishing Alan Chibnik a speedy recovery
Marcia Kornbluth & Family in honor of Gary Goldstein’s engagement son of 
Mindy & Ed Goldstein
Elaina & Philip Corwin in memory of Thomas Wegman husband of 
Sandra Wegman
Elaina & Philip Corwin wishing a speedy recovery for Felix Rupay
Gail and Joel Antin in memory of Marcia Rostin, mother of Alicia Stone
Shari & Mitchell Simon in memory of Mark Rosenberg
Beth & Mitchell Davis in memory of Maxine Davis
Phyllis and Peter in memory of June Fishkin Mother of Rena Berger
Gerry Storch in honor of the engagement of Gary Goldstein son of Mindy & 
Ed Goldstein
Alexa & Matthew Siegel in honor of the Simcha Bat of their daughter Ayla 
Maxx Siegel
Linda & Ron Rosen in honor of the engagement of Gary to Ariel
Linda & Ron Rosen wishing Alan Chibnik a speedy return to his 
active lifestyle
Mindy & Ed Goldstein in memory of Thomas Wegman, husband of 
Sandra Wegman
Linda & Ron Rosen in memory of David Wohl brother of Sarita Mlawer
Rose and Ray Cohen in memory of Marcia Stone, mother of Alicia Stone
Steve & Sharyn Kussin in memory of David Wohl brother of Sarita Mlawer
Irma Koton in memory of David Wohl brother of Sarita Mlawer
Ira & Tina Bernstein in memory of Sarita Mlawer brother of Sarita Mlawer
Gail and Joel Antin in memory of Jeff Levitt
Phyllis Goldberg and Peter Donath in memory of Marcia Rosten, mother of 
Alicia Stone

Daniel Friedman Memorial Fund
Robin Zalewski and Family in memory of Marion Levinson

Endowment Fund
Linda Altman in honor of the birth of Michelle & Michael Schwartz’s 
grandchildren
Helen Drogin in memory of her mother Sylvia Bresler
Paulette & Gary Mendelsohn in memory of Barbara Salwen Mother of Ethel 
Liebeskind
Helen Drogin, in honor of her grandfather Abraham Hinitz

Howard Chaskes Memorial Fund
Stan Becker in memory of Marcia Rosten, mother of Alicia Rosten
Phyllis Chaskes in honor of the birth of Eliza Rose, granddaughter of Debbie 
and Kenny 
Phyllis Chaskes in honor of the birth of Stan Becker’s great granddaughter, 
Eliza Rose
Sandy Pinkus wishing Alan Chibnik a speedy recovery
Sandy Pinkus in honor of all of Phyllis Chaskes’ Simchas
Phyllis Chaskes in honor of the marriage of the granddaughter of Larry and 
Linda Feinberg
Stan Becker in memory of Mother June Fishkin
Stan Becker, in memory of Louise Levine, wife of Eli Levine
Phyllis Chaskes, in memory of Louise Levine, wife of Eli Levine
Stan Becker in memory of Jeff Levitt
Phyllis Chaskes in memory of Marcia Rosten, mother of Alicia Stone
Phyllis Chaskes in honor of the graduation of the grandchildren of Sid and 
Edie Wunsch
Sandy Pinkus in memory of Marcia Rosten, mother of Alicia Stone
Shirley Cohen
Alan and Leslie Chibnick sending get well wishes to Susan Bloomfield
Sandy Pinkus in memory of Louise Levine, wife of Eli Levine
Leslie and Alan Chibnik sending get well wishes to Carol Klar
Phyllis Chaskes for the speedy recovery of Al Chibnik
Ann Pittel Schwartz in honor of all the good happenings in 
Phyllis Chaskes’ family.
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Leslie and Alan Chibnik in honor of Phyllis Chaskes’ simchas
Phyllis Chaskes in honor of David and Mindy Levinson and the graduation of 
Jessica and Andrew
Sandy Pinkus in honor of Linda and Larry Feinbergs May simchas
Sandy Pinkus in honor of Stan Becker becoming a great grandpa
Leslie and Alan Chibnil sending get well wishes to Paul Stone
Marcia Kornbluth & Family in honor of Mason Hardy great grandson of 
Phyllis Chaskes
The Chaskes Family wishing Bob Kroll a speedy recovery

Kozin Fund
The Kozins in memory of Marcia Rosten, mother of Alicia Stone
The Kozin Family in memory of Jeff Levitt
Carol and Nissim Gamliel and Family in honor of the 100th birthday of Alex 
(Sabie) Kozin
Ilene and Howie Segal in honor of the 100th birthday of Alex (Sabie) Cohen

Kroll Educational Fund
Susan Blumberg in memory of David Wohl, brother of Sarita Mlawer

Library Fund
Paulette & Gary Mendelsohn in memory of Thomas Wegman Beloved 
Husband and Father
Paulette & Gary Mendelsohn in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of the 
Granddaughter of Mindy & Ed Goldstein
Paulette & Gary Mendelsohn in honor of the engagement of Gary son of 
Mindy & Ed Goldstein

Martin & Doris Klein Fund
Paulette & Gary Mendelsohn for a speedy recovery of Rabbi & Betty’s 
Grandson

PJ Library Fund
 Sandra & Steve Tannenbaum in honor of the birth of granddaughter 
Leah Eliana
Paulette & Gary Mendelsohn in memory of Thomas Wegman 
Paulette & Gary Mendelsohn for a speedy recovery of Rachel Charney
Joanne & Charles Skop in honor of the engagement of Gary son of Mindy & 
Ed Goldstein
Joanne & Marc Hamroff in honor of the birth of Julia Hayden, granddaugher 
of Wendy & Frank 

Prayer Book and Tallis Fund
Eve Perlmutter in the memory of beloved father, Dr. Leo Meyer
Karen and Gary Sanders in memory of Mother June Fishkin
Judy Greenberger in memory of Louise Levine, wife of Eli Levine

Rabbi Dermer’s Pulpit Fund
Andrea and Steve Davis in memory of Marcia Rosten, mother of Alicia Stone
Paula and Howard Tiegel in memory of Jeff Levitt
Shari and Mitchell Simon in honor of the birth of Emma Blake Feld
Pupa/Sheinberg Family in memory of Ed Sheinberg
Marilyn and Rob Hochhauser in honor of the graduation of Geri & Barry 
Silverman’s son
Sarah Wexler and Family in honor of the engagement of Rabbi Dermer and 
Kayley Romick
Michele & David Friend for the Refuah Shlema of Jeff Levitt
Marilyn and Rob Hochhauser in memory of Jeff Levitt

Rabbi Klein’s Pulpit Fund

Sandra Wegman in honor of Rabbi Klein’s wonderful job officiating at Tom’s 
funeral and to honor 
Linda & Ron Rosen in appreciation of our Aliyah on Shabbat
Judy and Mitchell Mund in honor of the birth of Michelle and Michael 
Schwartz’s granddaughter
Judy and Mitchell Mund in honor of the birth of Michelle and Michael 
Schwartz’s grandson
Mark and Lindsay Land in honor of Rabbi Klein
Mel Febesh in memory of Brother Joseph Febesh
M. Kenneth & Erica Witover in memory of Dr. Stephen B. Witover
Linda and Howard Zryb in memory of June Fishkin, mother of Rena Berger
Geri & Barry Silverman in honor of the baby naming of Ayla Maxx Siegel 
Elliot & Shelley Zimmerman in memory of Owen Zimmerman
Ethel & Jan Liebeskind in appreciation of Rabbi Klein
Teddi and Mel Febesh, in memory of Marcia Rosten, mother of Alicia Stone
Joanne and Marc Hamroff in memory of Marcia Rosten, mother of 
Alicia Stone
Teddi and Mel Febesh in memory of Louise Levine, wife of Eli Levine
Marcia Kornbluth & Family in honor of the birth of Rabbi & 
Betty Klein’s grandsons
Sandra and Steven Tannenbaum in honor of Rabbi Klein
Bob Phillips, Lyle Cogan and Daryl Moscovitz in honor of Rabbi Klein
Lyle and Jerry Cogen in memory of Marcia Rosten, mother of Alicia Stone
Gloria and Phil Goldstein in memory of June Fishkin mother of Rena Berger
Elliot & Shelley Zimmerman in appreciation of Rabbi Klein
Dr. Andrew Ageloff in memory of Marcia Rosten, mother of Alicia Stone

Stacey Dawn Rosenberg Memorial Fund
Caren & Jeffrey Rosenberg on the loss of Roberta Zimmerman’s sister

The Alvin Perlmutter-Meyer Scholarship Fund
Sarita Mlawer and family on the loss of her beloved brother, Davis Wohl
Roberta and the late Herbert Zimmerman on the loss of their beloved 
daughter and wife of Jeff
Fred Adler on the loss of her beloved sister, Lorraine Berger
Sandra Wegman and family on the loss of her beloved husband, 
Thomas Wegman
Robin Levinson-Zalewski on the loss of her beloved mother, June Fishkin
Rena Berger on the loss of her beloved mother, June Fishkin
Ken & Peter Rosenberg on the loss of their beloved father Martin Rosenberg
Roberta Zimmerman family on the loss of her beloved daughter 
Susanne Smoller
Ethel Liebeskind and family on the loss of her beloved mother, 
Barbara Salwen
 Eve Perlmutter in memory of her good neighbor, Gilda Bronsztein

The CJL Fund
Wendy Wetchler in memory of June Fishkin Mother of Rena & Steven Berger

The Synagogue Fund
Paula Bier in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Dylan Friedman son of Jocelyn & 
Glenn Friedman
Lori & Richard Yaspan in memory of Barbara Salwen, mother of Ethel 
Liebeskind
The Merrick JCC in honor of Jamey Kohn

Yahrzeit
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Helene Lepselter in memory of her father
Deborah Levine in memory of father, Nathan Kancigor
Simon Alexander in memory of father Icek Alexander
Irene Levinbrook in memory of mother-in-law Jeannette Levinbrook
Howard Ader in memory of Father Sam Ader
Herbert Liebeskind in memory of father, Herbert Liebeskind
Laraine Sweberg in memory of mother, Kitty Sternbach
Ronald Tilton in memory of Ann Tilton
Joan Feldman in memory of father, Louis Engelsberg
Steven & Cheryl Haber in memory of father Marvin Haber
Shelley Rosenblum in memory of husband, Harold Rosenblum
Alan Bronstein in memory of father David Bronstein
Joel Bickell in memory of uncle, JB Bickell
Fred Burns in memory of mother Dorothy Burns
Joe Berkovitz in memory of Father Daniel Warren Berkavitz
Phyllis Goldberg in memory of father-in-law, Paul Goldberg
Marlene Barth in memory of father, Herman Schrager
Phyllis Goldberg in memory of father-in-law Paul Goldberg
Lorriaine Katz Ullian in memory of brother, Joel Floyd Meltzer
Carol Ann Kotz in memory of father, Joseph C. Kleinman
Arthur Saftler in memory of Father, Perry Saftler
Patricia Saftler in memory of Father, Irving Aronoff
Irene Levinbook in memory of Husband, Martin Levinbook 
 Ned Sachs in memory of father of Harry Sachs
Rose Wilansky in memory of mother of Barry Wilansky
Joel G. Wexler in memory of Mother Laura Wexler
Eve Perlmutter in memory of Beloved Sister, Hannah Meyer Berkowitz
Rochelle Flashner in memory of Husband, Barrish Flashner
Eli Levine in memory of father, David Levine
Cheryl Uram in memory of Celia Uram
Arlene Savitsky in memory of brother, Daniel
Carol Kotz in memory of father, Joseph C. Kleinman
Myrna Schuval in memory of mother, Jennie Schuval
Joel Bickell in memory of his mother Gladys Bickel
Robin Knoll in memory of grandmother, Jean Dratler
Eric Kaplan in memory of Mother Lorraine Kaplan
Albie Stam in memory of Mother Yetta Stam
Eli Levine in memory of brother, Seymour Levine
Ronald Peretz in memory of father, Julius Peretz
Ellen Kramer in memory of Louis Skloot
Paula & Nathan Rum in memory of Helen Friedman
Cheryl Uram in memory of Sara Cohen
David Jacobs in memory of his father Abe Jacobs
Roslyn Itkovitz in memory of mother of Michelle Reisender
Barry Wilansky in memory of mother, Rose Wilansky
Deborah Gindi in memory of Husband, Aaron Gindi
Sondra Rosen in memory of father, William B. Goldgeier
Gloria Greenbaum in memory of Mother-in-law, Minnie Greenbaum
Phyllis Chaskes in memory of Mother Rose Beck
Helen Drogin in memory of Grandmother, Esther Riva Hinitz
Michelle and Michael Schwartz in memory of Mother Lillian Schwartz
Steven Kussin in memory of Father Louis Kussin
Jeanette Ballin in memory of mother of Roberta Goldenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Rum in memory of Morris Friedman
Joseph Siegel in memory of his mother Florence Siegel
Leonard Kaufman in memory of his mother Betty Kaufman
Stanley Rubin in memory of Rose Fisher
Robin Katzanek in memor of her mother Gertrude Katzanek
Kathy Levenson in memory of her mother Nina Levine
Effie Cohen in memory of Father Harav Henach Cohen
Judy Klein in memory of Mother Anna Bick Hollander
Helen Drogin in memory of Nahman Hinitz
Steven & Joan Lomasky in memory of Father, Aaron Lomasky
Barbara Zolot in memory of Grandfather Adolph Link

Susan Melnick in memory of Mother Edna G. Nash
Rita Goldberg in memory of Father Arthur Mitnick
Sharyn Kussin in memory of uncle Nathan Jacobs
Everett Schuval in memory of Father Joseph Schuval
Sheryl Kushner in memory of her mother Cecile Mersand
Barry Wilansky in memory of his wife Stephanie Gail Wilansky
Ann Pittel Schwartz in memory of Mother Clara Myers
Barbara Ader in memory of her mother Saltanat Shaouli
Eric Kaplan in memory of Father Louis Kaplan
Roberta Goldenberg in memory of father, Benjamin Ballin
Alice Kreutzberger in memory of Mother Pearl Gottesman
Lenore Friedman in memory of Brother Billy Reichman
Ira Dzigas in memory of his father John Dzigas
Lori Goldstein in memory of her father in law Ira Goldstein
Eli Levine in memory of his father Andrew Levine
Martha Weisel in memory of Sister Andrea Braswell
Mark Goldberg in memory of his father Melvin Goldberg
Judy Elfenbein in memory of her mother Charlotte Ades
Laurie Siegel in memory of her mother Muriel Rader
Allen Gershlak in memory of Father Julius Gershlak
Evelyn Zisner in memory of Mother-in-law Bertha Zisner
Steven Kozin in memory of his father Leon Kozin
Pat and Jim Kronick in memory of Sylvia Switzer1`
Teri Mermelstein in memory of Rosa Mermelstein
Arnie Ruderman in memory of his mother Frances Ruderman
Shelley Green in memory of Mother, Sylvia Green
Marcia Friedman in memory of Father, Murray Hauben & Aunt, Lillian Stauber
Dr. Andrew Ageloff in memory of Mother, Claire Ageloff
Steve Uffner and family in memory of Henry Uffner
Alice Kreutzberger in memory of Sister, Rochelle Goldin
Linda Berman in memory of her father Lester Grossman
Steven Kozin in memoroy of his mother Myra Kozin
Gloria Greenbaum in memory of her mother Hilda Cohen
Tina Reiner in memory of her father in law Sam Reiner
Elaine Vogel in memory of her beloved husband Edward Vogel
Marcia Kornbluth in memory of her husband Alan Kornbluth
Evelyn Berg in memory of her mother Ruchel Schulman
Marcia Weinstein in memory of Mother, Frances Tropper
Lorraine Katz Ullian in memory of her mother Norma Meltzer
Steven Haber in memory of his mother Elaine Haber
Irene Levinbrook in memory of her mother Fay Melamed
Lilian Chavkin in memory of her father Joseph Saslow
Rena Strobing in memory of Father, Martin Dubofsky
Shirley Tilchen in memory of her father Harry Schneider
Fred Elfenbein in memory of Mother, Pearl Brand
Blaine Land in memory of his sister Blanche Batnick
Roberta Scoll in memory of her father Bernard Metrick
Elaine Vogel in memory of her beloved grandfather Barnet Russell
Meme Wanderman in memory of her father Herman Weinberg
Jay Flatow in memory of his father Murray Flatow
Allen Gershlak in memory ofhis mothe Sarah Gershlak
Bari Gershlak in memory of her uncle Joseph Lipfield
Eileen Greenspan in memory of her father Nat Kurzer
Eddie Lampert in memory of his mother Marcia Lampert
Simon Levin in memory of his father Leo Levin
Brenda Pitkoff in memory of Mother, Thelma Levine
Eugene Popick in memory of Mother, Ethel Popick
Shelley Rosenblum in memory of her mother in law Shirley Rosenblum
Rena Cohen Kozin in memory of Beloved Mother Etta Cohen
Robyn & Robert Gottere in memory of Mother, Dorothy Kaye
Irwin Silversmith in memory of Mother, Miriam Silversmith
Gerald Bugoff in memory of Mother, Fannie Bugoff
Ed Weisel in memory of his mother Gertrude Weisel
Pat & Jim Kronick in memory of Father, Leon R. Switzer
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Harriet F. Klein in memory of Mother, Lea Weiss
Bruce Miller in memory of Wife, Arlene Miller
Rhoda Ilich in memory of Grandmother, Lori Goldenberg
Joel G. Wexler in memory of Mother-in-law, Ruth Abrams
Paul F. Gellman in memory of Father, Theodore Gellman
Ron & Debbie Levine in memory of Father, Harry Levine
Ruth Stam in memory of Mother, Mollie Goz
Steven G. Fishkin in memory of Father, Milton Fishkin
Stanley Rubin in memory of Brother, Samuel Rubin
Hannah Beer in memory of her husband Abraham Beer
Elaine Vogel in memory of her beloved Father Jack Russell
Helen Drogin in memory of Uncle Nahman Hinitz
Sandra Birdie in memory of Grandmother, Regina Mehlsack
Jane Ward in memory of Mother,Gladys Kupfer
Carol Katz in memory of Son, Maxwell Harrison Katz
Lorraine Katz Ullian in memory of Beloved Husband, Milton Ullian
Barry Berman in memory of Mother, Gussie Berman
Lorraine Katz Ullian in memory of Beloved Mother-in-law, Esther Katz
Lawrence Feinberg in memory of Father, Philip Feinberg
Sandra Feldman in memory of Father, Irving Weinstock
Fred Elfenbein in memory of Father, Joseph Elfenbein
Ivy Greenbaum in memory of Father, Seymour Greenbaum
Arleen Orbuch in memory of Father-in-law, Joe Orbuch
Jeff Mutterperl in memory of Mother, Rosalie Mutterperl
Richard Zinn in memory of his mother Irene Zinn
Ned Sachs in memory of Mother, Tilie Sachs
Jane Ward in memory of her father, Murry Kupfer
Alan Latin in memory of Mother-in-law, Esther Schamarock
Marvin Kreutzberger in memory of his father, Nathan Kreutzberger
Sabrina Silverman in memory of her father, Paul Michaels
Louise Levine, in memory of her father, Morris Luckman
Harry Schaffer in memory of his father, I. Schaffer
Harry Schaffer in memory of his sister, B. Wilkins
Gale Hirsh in memory of her father Julius Schmier
Stanley Rubin in memory of his father, Isaac Rubin
David Hirsh in memory of his father, Larry L. Hirsch
Myrna Schuval in memory of her mother, Fannie Kaplowitz
Marcia Weinstein in memory of Father, Frank Tropper
Joyce Goldstein in memory of Father, Marvin Michaels
Arthur Saftler in memory of his wife Doris Saftler
Hanna & Bob Saunders in memory of Father, Harry Silverstein
Murray Yenis in memory of his father Jack Rosenwasser
Judy Silver in memory of Father, Jerome Silver
Dan Greenburg in memory of his father, Henry Greenburg
Sandi Waldman in memory of Mother, Mia Freilich
Shari Simon in memory of Father, Stanley Seidman
Roberta Goldenberg in memory of Father-in-law, Aaron Goldenberg
Louella Silberberg in memory of Grandmother, Rebecca Podolsky
B. Zolot in memory of Father, Joseph P. Zolot
Bernice Mausner in memory of Koonin Family, Mom, Dad, Bill, Ben. 
Jayne & Mark
Audrey Robin in memory of Sister, Marilyn Karpel
Barry Zolot in memory of his mother, Perle Zolot
Barbara & Robert Harari in memory of Mother, Miriam Harari
Robert & Hanna Saunders in memory of Mother, Muriel Saunders
Julia Friedfertig in memory of Husband, Gary Friedfertig
Elliot Sims in memory of Mother Yaffa Simhayoff
Arleen Orbuch in memory of Father Irving Goodgon
Ada Hymes in memory of mother of Elliot Hymes
Deborah Goldstein in memory of father, Robert Simms
Joanne Hamroff in memory of her uncle, Harry Blume
Barry Lasky in memory of his mother, Yetta Lasky
Barbara & Robert Harari in memory of Father, Joe Harari
Barbara Bickell in memory of her grandmother Bessie Dembofsky

Michael Robin in memory of his father, Jerome Robin
Linda Berman in memory of her father Lester Grossman
Judith Burkhoff in memory of Father, Frank Tropper
Wendy Pupa in memory of her father, Edward Sheinberg
Sandy Pinkus in memory of her beloved brother, Franklin Levy
Anna Kaplan in memory of her father Benjamin Schechner
Jeffrey & Felise Fox in memory of Mother, Anna Fox
Sidney Berg in memory of his mother Fannie Berg
Howard Ader in memory of his mother, Rose Ader
Karen Baer in memory of her mother, Lillian Faust
Lisa Menschel in memory of her mother Esther Rosenthal
Cheryl Shaiman in memory of her mother Phyllis Zeizel
Sandy Edelman in memory of her father George Herbstman
Debbie Weiss in memory of her father Gerald Birnbaum
Bea Goldberg in memory of her mother Rene Lasky
Hollace Drucker in memory of her father, William Ira Kaplan
Adrienne Glasser in memory of Husband, Elliot Glasser
Barry Schosid in memory of Father, Maz Schosid
Carolyn & Larry Liebling in memory of Mother, Betty Seinfeld
Paulette & Gary Mendelsohn in memory of Mother, Helen Kurzer
Gloria Cooper in memory of Husband, Seymour Greenbaum
Eve Perlmutter in memory of Father, Leo Meyer
Elyse Finkel in memory of Mother, Lillian Schwartz
Barry C. Nelson in memory of Father, Bert Nelson
Lewis Altman in memory of Father, Isidore Altman
Stephen Lepselter in memory of his mother, Charlotte Lepselter
Sarah Wexler & Family in memory of Father-in-law, Max Wexler

Yizkor
Jeanne Bradenstein
Karen and Gary Sanders in memory of their relatives
Sheila Weintraub
Sandy Pinkus
Al Stam in memory of Ruth and Albie Stam
Phyllis Chaskes
Steven Berger
Linda & Lewis Altman
Abraham Bloomstone
Sheila Weintraub
Sandra Pinkus
Levana Lichter
Simon Alexander
Melinda & Howard Rubin
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License #LA1473262

516-808-5080

Arthur Schweitzer
Your Local Combined Insurance Agent 

SUPPLEMENTAL INSURANCE   Health | Accident | Disability | Life

That’s right, we pay cash directly to you when you need it the most! 

Whether you are sick or injured and can’t work, or you want additional protection 
for your loved ones in case of serious illness or death, Arthur Schweitzer, 
one of Combined Insurance’s helpful agents, will work closely with you to help get 
you the right coverage at the right price.

STP-AD-NY-0113 Combined Life Insurance Company of New York, Latham, NY     www.combinedinsurance.com



Page 23

Silverman & Associates   
                                   2592 Merrick Road               43-07 214th Place 
                                  Bellmore, NY 11710             Bayside, NY 11361 
                                      (516) 781-9700                     (718) 225-0515 

www.DrSilvermanAssociates.com

• Adult & Pediatric Dentistry 

• Braces 

• Invisalign 

• Periodontal Therapy 

• Root Canal 

• Implants 

• Dentures 

• Tooth Colored Fillings 

• Metal Free Crowns 

• Porcelain Veneers 

• Nitrous Oxide Anesthesia 

• Laser Dentistry 

• Velscope Vx (Oral Cancer Exams) 

• Intra-Oral Camera 

• Evening & Saturday Appointments 

• 24 Hour Emergency Services
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Camp Connection 
Pointing you in the right direction 

Let’s Talk...
CAMP

Over 30 Years of Experience! Over 600 Programs Represented! ~ Our Focus Is Your Child’s Needs

FREE Advisory Service  
Receive Personal Guidance Brochures & Videos on:

Teen Tours | Sleep Away Camps | Pre - College Programs | 
Community Service Programs | Sports & Specialty Camps

Your Summer Camp Matchmakers

Email: camp4u@thecampconnection.com • www.thecampconnection.com • 800.834.2267 
Laurel and Norm Barrie, & Melissa Barrie Cohen
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A Simcha is such a 
wonderful thing!

Would you like to share a Simcha with 
members of our congregation?

Sponsor a Shabbos luncheon?

For all reservations and questions 
please contact the office!

Tell them you read it 
in the Bulletin!
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