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“My heart is in the East, and I am at the ends of the West 
How can I taste what I eat and how could it be pleasing to me? 

How shall I render my vows and my bonds, while yet 
Zion lies beneath the fetter of Edom, and I am in the chains of Arabia? 

It  would be easy for me to leave all the bounty of Spain – 
As it is precious for me to behold the dust of the desolate sanctuary.” 

 
These words, composed by 11th century Spanish poet Yehuda Halevi, are as true now as they 
were one thousand years ago. Our bodies are in the diaspora, even farther west than Spain, but 
our hearts are always strongly rooted in the East, in Israel.  
 
Whenever I read a news article about the terrorism in Israel. Whenever I see a video, denounc-

ing Israel as an apartheid state and calling for a boycott. Whenever I see our Homeland attacked physically or verbally, my 
heart sinks and I feel stuck. I am here, in Merrick, when I should be in Israel! How can I move on in my life, disconnected 
and disassociated from the existential threats to our Holy Land? As Yehuda Halevi said, how can I taste what I eat and it 
be pleasing to me?!    
 
Many of us feel torn. Our day to day commitments are in New York, the life which we created is here, but our deepest 
souls call out to be in the Promised Land of our people. The bonds that exist between us and the Land are profound and 
real. Our identity is not only formed by our professional or personal life, but also our spiritual and ancestral connection to 
Israel. I, for one, feel the pull to Israel on a daily basis and know that I must do everything I can to support her.  
 
So while my life is here, in the West, I look forward to my trip to the East at the end of next summer. From August 21st to 
September 2nd of next year, my body and my heart will be reunited when I explore the glory that is Israel…and I hope that 
you and your family will join me! For ten days we will visit the most relevant, exciting, and unique locations in Israel. From 
north to south and from east to west, our journey will cover the top sites on anyone’s list. This is a perfect trip if you’ve 
never been to Israel, if you haven’t been in decades or if you want to introduce your family members to these important 
landmarks in our Jewish heritage.  
 
Often, when we hear about the terrors and the threats that face Israel we feel helpless. We feel like we are incapable of 
helping our Homeland because our bodies are here. THE BEST WAY TO HELP ISRAEL IS TO VISIT! To see with 
our own eyes the wonder that is the modern State of Israel. To fully appreciate the history and the relevance of our peo-
ple’s holiest sites. To tell the citizens of Israel that we love them and that we will always support them. 
 
But you don’t have to wait until the summer to support Israel! The next best way to help Israel is to get involved in AI-
PAC (The American Israel Political Action Committee). AIPAC is the third largest lobbying organization in the country 
and they make a tangible difference in the policies and protocols that help keep the United States Congress an unwavering 
friend of Israel. The Iron Dome, which has saved so many lives, and various other defense measures have been imple-
mented because of American support. AIPAC is the driving force behind that alliance. Becoming a part of AIPAC means 
becoming a true friend and supporter of the State of Israel. Their major conference is March 20-22 of next year, in Wash-
ington D.C., and I hope that you will join me, Rabbi Klein and about 40 other MJC members in making a real difference! 
 
Our lives are here but we are not powerless to help. We can live in the West while also giving voice to the strong pull of 
our hearts toward our Homeland in the East. Israel is calling out to us, and we must be ready to hear the call! I hope that if 
you join me in hearing that call, you will make every effort to travel with 
me in the summer and lobby for Israel with AIPAC in March. 
 
B’Shalom, 
Rabbi Ravid Tilles 
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The Miracle of Those Days and Ours as Well 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

I recently returned from leading our MJC Israel Mission 2015.  We travelled to Israel 
in the midst of what some are calling, “The Knife Intifada.”  Last year Palestinian ter-
rorists attacked Israel with rockets and missiles – this year they come with knives – 
attacking men, women and children, young and old, on the streets, in market places, at 
bus stops and in synagogues.  The brutality of this violence is shocking.  Acts of ter-
rorism are being committed several times each day by those raised in a culture which promotes violence and glori-
fies those who murder Jews.  Sadly, the number of those killed and seriously wounded climbs higher. 
 

What began as a tour of Israel morphed into a solidarity mission.  Wherever our group visited, the Israelis we met 
expressed their heartfelt gratitude that we had come to be with them during these very difficult days.  We saw Israe-
lis determined to go about their lives in spite of the ever present threats of terrorism.  Life goes on – albeit with a 
sadness and a sense of resignation that this is, unfortunately, the price they are forced to pay so that there will be a 
Jewish State.   
 

This most current wave of violence has gone on for over two months already with no end in sight.  The unsurpris-
ing reality is that once again the people of Israel stand almost alone.  Israelis are being murdered and the European 
Union is concerned about labeling Israeli food on their shelves.  The silence of the Western world has been both 
predictable and deeply troubling.  Many in the West would like to believe that there is a difference between the ter-
rorists who attack Paris and the terrorists who murder Israelis.  Those who do so fail to understand the age old fact 
of history – evil strikes the Jewish people first and then others later.   
 

The Israelis are remarkable – the finest expression of the spirit of the Jewish people.  By choosing to live in the Jewish State sur-
rounded by vicious and evil enemies they have committed themselves to writing the next chapter in the story of the Jewish peo-
ple.  They mourn – but they will not despair.  And when Chanukah comes they will do what generations of Jews have done – 
they will place their menorahs in their windows to proclaim the miracle that is the Jewish people.   
 

During Chanukah we’re going to be lighting our candles every night.  As we do we will recite a bracha which speaks 
of the miracles which took place in those days, and in ours as well.  We all know the story of the miracles of the first 
Hanukkah.  But since that Chanukah our people have been sustained by a never ending river of miracles.  Our peo-
ple have seen great and mighty empires come and go.  We have seen the cruelest of tyrants determined to destroy us 
rise and fall.  In every age there have been miracles which have kept us alive as a people.  The faith in the future that 
Israelis display each day – the determination to continue the work of creating a Jewish State – is, simply put, the lat-
est example of the miracle of Jewish existence.   
 
This year as we light the menorah let’s recall the 
miracles of almost 2,200 years ago.  But let us also 
be mindful of the miracles which sustain Jewish life 
today.  And may we be inspired by the light of the 
menorah to deepen our own commitment to mean-
ingfully continue the story of the Jewish people by 
bringing more light from our tradition into our 
lives.   
 
Betty and our family join me in wishing you a Chag 
Urim Sameach – a Joyous Festival of Lights. 
 
Faithfully yours, 
 
Rabbi Charles Klein 

A Message from Rabbi  Klein 
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Chevre, 
   
A month ago my son Reuven became a Bar Mitzvah.  He chanted eloquently from the 
Torah and haftorah and gave a meaningful dvar torah.  His party was festive and filled 
with family and friends.  For me, it was a surreal experience.  I’ve helped plan simchas 
for five years, so it was strange to be on the other side of the counter.  I can now empa-
thize with the parents who come to me anxious and elated, worrying about everything 
from the Thursday morning service to the kiddush lox.  I will always cherish this mile-
stone, and I’m also grateful to be able to use it to better serve the congregation.   
 
A few days later, bitter mixed with the sweet, and we lost the patriarch of our family at 
age 94.  Surrounded by great-grandchildren who had the opportunity to know him, 
grandkids and children, Harold Feinberg left the world better than the way he found it 
and will always be remembered.  I would like to take this opportunity to extend thanks and grateful appreciation to 
the congregation for the many words of Mazel Tov and condolences, cards and generous donations for both our 
simcha and our loss.   
 
Because MJC congregants are particularly caring and generous, we have great expectations for the success of its 
Capital Campaign:  “Preserving The Promise…Ensuring The Future” Capital and Endowment Campaign to trans-
form the physical presence of our shul.  This will be accomplished by updating our lobbies, ballroom, school wing 
and securing our infrastructure like repairing the roof and our heating and cooling systems.  The campaign will also 
increase our modest endowment.  An endowment is essentially a “lock box” for money.  It will be conservatively 
invested and when fully funded, could yield as much as $50,000 each year to go towards enhancing our programs, 
deferred building maintenance and providing dues support in times of need.  Meanwhile, the principal cannot be 
invaded.   
 
Our Capital Endowment Campaign is off to an impressive beginning.  I’d like to give special thanks to Michelle & 
Michael Schwartz, Joan & Blaine Land and Carolyn & Matt Schechner who graciously accepted the role of co-chairs 
of this tremendous effort.  With the active support of Rabbis Klein and Tilles, and more than a dozen volunteer 
solicitors, we have  great faith that this campaign will be a tremendous success.  The fundraising process will be dif-
ferent than what most of you have experienced.  Volunteers will call you by telephone to set face-to-face meetings 
to provide you with information.  Your financial participation will of course be entirely of your own choosing.  Gifts 
to the campaign of any size 
will be warmly received and 
properly recognized.  This is a 
once in a lifetime project.  It 
is not an annual fundraiser to 
complete the budget.  Most 
of our gifts received are being 
paid over five years and/or as 
a testamentary provision.  
Our volunteers will be happy 
to assist you to reach the level 
you would like to attain.  In 
the meantime, if you have 
questions, feel free to call me 
at the office or email, and I 
can answer any questions. 
 
B’Shalom, 
Jamey Kohn, Admin. Director  

Administrator  



 

 

 Our President’s Message  
 
 
 
Happy Chanukah! 
 
By the time you’re reading my column, we’ll be almost half-way through the MJC 
cycle.  It’s time, then, to take stock of what we’ve accomplished— and what we still 
have to do. 
In my Yom Kippur speech, I enumerated six objectives for the current year.  Let’s 
get a “progress report” on what’s been happening. 
 
First on my list has been called many things:  engagement… in-reach… inclusion— and several 
other titles.  But what’s in a name?  The goal is to get more people involved.  This was a topic for 
discussion at a board of directors meeting in the fall.  A committee headed by Rena Cohen Kozin, 

Mary Greenfield, and Cheryl Uram is spearheading this initiative (which will have a new name).   Too many people just pass through 
the building; we want them to feel a connection and an attachment.  You’ve read my updates and the quarterly Bulletin.  The place is 
hopping!  No, you can’t take advantage of everything— but there is something for everyone:  religious, educational, and social.  At 
press time, I was happy to announce that the proposed other “New Year’s Eve” party is a GO! 
 
Second, is a work in progress:  a new emphasis on providing social services. As I said in my speech, you’d be sur-
prised how often our rabbis are contacted by congregants in crisis.  We want to get the word out that we are here to 
help with the personal needs of our congregants.   
 
A third goal is retention.  More work needs to be done in this area.  It’s not until the dust settles in the fall when we 
discover which members haven’t picked up High Holy Day tickets and have left the temple.  We call these “silent 
resignations.”  Our plan is to get a list of those who are MIA (missing in action)— to ascertain if there is anything 
we can do to bring them back.   That being said, our total membership has continued to grow, with close to 50 new 
members, with a significant net increase. 
 
The fourth objective is my personal passion:  education.  I was delighted to announce recently that we have a new 
chair of Lifelong Learning (a.k.a. Adult Education).   Michelle Goldenberg has big plans— and is ready to soar.  
We’ve already had a few programs.  Richard Knox’s “Carousel Retrospective” was a huge hit and very well-
attended.  I plan to offer several workshops myself, most recently one on “Child and Teen Suicide Prevention.” 
Congregants have already seen some completion of my fifth goal:  communication.  You are receiving (and hope-
fully opening!) my weekly updates with everything you need to know about what’s happening at the MJC, including 
a calendar of events.  If you are not checking it out, please do.  As promised, I’m trying not to overwhelm members 
with too many emails— and am confining my message to once a week via this Monday morning update.   In addi-
tion, we now have a Shabbat brochure which is distributed during services on Saturday morning.  Included is infor-
mation about the service and Sanctuary etiquette (for guests)… the Parashat of the week… a schedule for the 
day… calendar of events… birthdays… and anniversaries. 
 
Sixth and finally, is attention to the calendar.  I expressed my exasperation with conflicts when two popular events 
are going on at once. It makes me crazy!   Here, I can report significant progress.  So far, so good this fall.  Jamey 
Kohn has done a bang-up job of making sure that events are cleared and approved before they go on the calendar. 
There you have it:  a year in review so far.   We have big plans for the winter and spring as well.   Once again, I 
can’t thank you enough for the support and encouragement 
you’ve shown me during the early months of my presiden-
cy.  Big plans for the winter and spring as well On behalf 
of my wife Sharyn… my children Todd, Alyssa, Eric, Lon-
nie, and Laura… and our granddaughters Rebecca and 
Kaylee – a most joyous Chanukah and a happy and healthy 
2016! 
B’Shalom, 
--Steve Kussin, President          

 
We Invite You To Visit  

The Merrick Jewish Centre Web Site:  
 www.merrickjc.org 

   Check our CALENDAR for upcoming 
events Visit our PHOTO GALLERY  

Check our BULLETIN BOARD 
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Kol Nidre 5776 

Shalom, 
 
We are pleased to report that our annual Kol Nidre campaign is well 
underway. Our hard working committee and Board of  Directors, 
along with many of  our members, have already expressed their gen-
erous support for this important campaign.  The Kol Nidre appeal is 
vitally important in providing funding for the increased program-
ming and needs of  our growing synagogue family. 
 
The committee will be reaching out to all of  us by telephone and 
letter so that we will be able, with your generous and willing sup-
port, to announce at Kol Nidre, that we have far exceeded our goals.  
 
We are grateful for your responsiveness and your commitment to our 
beloved synagogue.   
 
With warmest wishes for a happy, healthy, prosperous, peaceful and 
sweet New Year.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Barry Silverman & Rena Cohen Kozin 
Kol Nidre Campaign Co-Chairs 
 
PS.  As we do each year, all contributors will be listed alphabetically 
in the main lobby.  Gifts of  $360 or more will have  their own plaque 
on our newly refur-
bished Kol Nidre 
Scroll of  Honor. "KIDS FOR KOL NIDRE" 

 
Gifts in your children and grandchildren's honor 
will appear on the "Kids for Kol Nidre" board.  
 
We ask you to kindly consider a contribution of  
$18 per child.  It is a source of  great excitement 
for them and sets them on the path of  charitable 
giving that will be so important in their own lives. 

There is still Time to make a pledge 
and to follow it up with a Check! 
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It's been a great start for Sisterhood, and we're thrilled 
about all of the exciting programs we have coming up. 
First, PUMP was a huge success. A big thank you to all 
who came and helped make the event so spectacular, and 
an extra special thank you to Lisa Schutzman, who spoke 
so beautifully about Sharsheret. Everyone was moved by 
her presentation. The vendors were great and we 
shopped till we dropped. And we collected plenty of 
makeup and hand lotions for women in treatment. 
 
PUMP was followed by a very spiritual pink Shabbat. 
Thank you to Robyn Shear for the beautiful pink head 
coverings for the ladies and to Bubbe's Bakers for the 
delicious pink desserts. And more kudos to Lisa Schutz-
man, who spoke at services that morning. After a great 
night of Israeli dancing, we got the families to come out 
for a fun-filled evening at the BBQ we co-sponsored 
with the Men's Club. Who knew Hank Arkin was such a 
great chef! Thank you to all who volunteered. And final-
ly, we would be remiss if we did not recognize Sharyn 
Kussin for organizing the Simchagrams that not only 
provided warm New Year’s greetings to so many of our 
members but also raised important funds to support the 
PJ Library program. 
 
So as we approach winter, it's time to get out your pens 
and mark your calendars. Start your Chanukah a day early 
on Saturday, December 5th, for some Latkes and Vodka. 
Enjoy some music or sing along with karaoke. We're ex-
pecting it to be a fun night for everyone. 
 
Listed below are all the fun-filled and exciting events we 
have planned for 2016.  We hope you will join us. Here’s 
wishing everyone a Happy Chanukah and a wonderful 
New Year. 

Elaina Corwin and Ellen Multer, Co-Presidents 
lpooh19@gmail.com and etmulter@optonline.net 

MJC Sisterhood 2015-2016 
Calendar 

December  5th  Latkes & Vodka Pre Chanukah 
   Party – 8:00 pm 
 

January       6th  Israeli Dancing – 8:30 pm and
   Board Meeting at 7:30 
 

February   10th  
 

March         9th  Israeli Dancing – 8:30 pm 
   (Board Meeting at 7:30) 
                 16th  Purim Shalach Manot Packing 
   (Time TBD) 
                  25th  Sisterhood Shabbat Dinner with 
   Men’s Club 

April           3rd   Torah Fund Breakfast 
                   6th  Passover program – 8:15 pm 
    (Board Meeting at 7:30) 
 

May            18th   Israeli Dancing – 8:30 
    pm (Board Meeting at 
    7:30) 
 

June            1st   Game Night – 8:15 pm 
    (Board Meeting at 7:30) 
 

July/August   Planning Meetings 
 

 
Here is a brief bulletin piece for Lifelong Learning: 
 
Have you heard? MJC Lifelong Learning Program is 
back! It will have a new look, new structure, new goals 
and objectives for 2016-2017. And, a new chair...ME! I 
am very excited to take on this new role and develop a 
comprehensive program that offers educational and in-
teresting classes, workshops and events. 
 
But, like every successful program, it takes a team. I en-
courage you to join my team. Please bring your ideas and 
suggestions. I will be reaching out to congregants that 
represent the varied demographics of our congregation 
to be sure there will be something for everyone.  
What would you like the program to offer more 
of?  What topics would you, your family and friends be 
interested in?  
 
I will be scheduling a meeting in early December; I hope 
you will join me. To get things started and get your crea-
tive juices flowing, I will be kicking off a contest to 
choose a new logo for the Lifelong Learning Program. 
More information to follow.......... 
 
In the meantime, please email me with any suggestions or 
questions you have.  
 
Michelle Goldenberg 
Michelle1@goldenbergs.com 
 

 

 

 

 

Sisterhood 

 Lifelong Learning 
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Chanukah is a time for rededication. Last March, Men’s Club 
undertook a very challenging task.  The task was to rebuild and 
rededicate the Merrick Jewish Centre Men’s Club.   
 
Since the first meeting the task appeared to be  filled 
with obstacles.  How do you change the course of an 
organization? How do you start running without a base 
of people and plans with which to work ? With the help 
of Ira Blankstein, Rabbi Tilles, Steve Kussin, Steve Da-
vis, Howard Tiegel, Alexander Rosenberg, Allan Green-
berg, Josh Diamond, Mark Silver, Ray Cohen, Richard 
Knox, Howie Segal, Nat Litman, Norm Weisman, Ron 
Rosen, Jon Goldenberg, Ed Goldstein, Steve Epstein 
and so many more our journey began.  
 
The plan was to rededicate the Men’s Club as a group 
that provides outreach to all members of our communi-
ty.  It was the hope to build a Spiritual, Social and Ser-
vice Bridge among all members in our community.  
 
Our first project was the Yom Hashoah candle program. 
We had three weeks to mobilize everyone for packing, 
delivering and spreading the word about the traditional 
Men’s Club project. Only this year there was a new twist. 
All profits from the candle program would be given 
back to the youth of our congregation.  Men’s Club was 
to  create a scholarship fund for our youth group mem-
bers to participate in Camp Ramah, Israel pilgrimage and 
United Synagogue Youth conventions. The work of so 
many resulted in a successful fund raising drive. During a 
recent meeting of the Board of Directors of the Merrick 
Jewish Centre, the dream became a reality. By a unanimous 
vote the Board passed the motion to establish The Men’s 
Club Fund for Youth Activities. 
 
Each year the Men’s Club Yom Hashoah Candle project 
will provide the basis for the growth of the fund.  All 
MJC members are asked to consider making donations 
to this fund. The donations will endow the future for 
many of our youth group members as vital active mem-
bers of the Jewish community. 
 
The success of the candle program set a stage for  an 
unsurpassed string of activities:   
 All club meetings included a program of interest for 

our diverse group of participants.  
 Football games in conjunction with daily minyans,        
 Two Big Barbeques (the second in October was 

promoted by both Men’s Club and Sisterhood with 
the help from Heléna Eilenberg and the Hebrew 
School).      

 Men’s Club Night at City Field 
 A fishing trip on the Fishfinder at Captree 
 Sports Trivia with Richard Knox 
 
With these behind us our plans are now looking to the 
future and the second year of the New Men’s Club: 
 
 Shabbat service with Sisterhood in March.  There 

will be opportunities galore for participating in a 
great Shabbat experience. There will be cooking for 
a beautiful dinner, classes to learn to daven so that 
more members will have the ability to lead parts of 
our services.  We ask all MJC members to join us 
for a Shabbat Together. 

 FIDF will be joining Men’s Club in March for an inti-
mate look at the workings of FIDF and the soldiers 
that it supports. 

 Fishing 
 Sports lounge nights 
 Sporting events 
 Barbeques 
 A de-frustration Night! This will be a big surprise. 
 Men’s Club Paid-Up-Membership program on Janu-

ary 17th. Watch the NFL Playoffs and have dinner 
as a guest of the Men’s Club. There will be no 
charge to all paid Men’s Club members. 

 
And, of course, Back to the Beginning; The Yom 
Hashoah Candle project for the benefit of The Men’s 
Club Fund for Youth Activities. 
 
Our December 17th meeting: Minyan, Business Meeting 
and Trivia With Richard Knox will start the ball rolling 
for the conclusion of our first year and the creation of 
programs for our second year.  All are welcome to par-
ticipate with us. 
 
Hank Arkin 
Men’s Club President  
 

Hanukkah Recipes 
APPLE LATKES  
This is a specialty of Hanukah. Of several fritters that I have 
tried, this one is the most scrumptious, because the apples are 
macerated in brandy, which gives them a most wonderful fla-
vor, and the batter is very light.  
 4 tart or sweet apples 
 2-3 tablespoons sugar 
 3 tablespoons brandy, dark rum, or fruit liqueur 
 2 eggs, separated 
 2 tablespoons light vegetable oil 
 a good pinch of salt 
 1 cup (150 g) flour 
 7/8 cup (200 ml) water 
 vegetable oil for frying, preferably sunflower 
 superfine sugar for sprinkling on after serving 
Core and peel the apples and cut each into 4 thick slices. 
[See how to peel and core on streaming video.] Put them 

(Hanukkah Recipes continued on page 10) 

M.J.C. Men’s Cub  
For the experience of your life 

 
Social    Spiritual    Service 



 

 



 

 

 
The Family Program Committee is excited to pre-
sent a year chock-full of activities that are sure to 
entice family participation  
 
This year's programs range from Breakfast with Bubbe, 
PJ Library (members and non-members welcome) and 
Story Time, to a New Year's Eve party and weekend re-
treat. Grab a friend and join us -- see you there! 
 
12/12, 5:45pm - 6:45pm - PJ Library Celebrates Hannukah 
and Havdallah  
12/31, 6:00pm - 8:00pm - Family Programming presents: 
Family New Year's Eve  
1/10/16, 10:00am - 11:00am - Family Programming pre-
sents: Story Time  
1/23, 6:00pm - 7:00pm - PJ Library Havdallah  
2/7, 10:00am - 11:00am  - Family Programming presents: 
Story Time  
2/27, 6:00pm - 7:00pm - PJ Library Havdallah  
3/6, 10:00am - 11:00am  - Family Programming presents: 
Story Time  
3/18, 5:45pm - 6:45pm - PJ Library Purim Programming 
- Once Upon a Shabbat  
4/15, PJ Library Passover Programming - Once Upon a 
Shabbat 
5/13 - 5/15 - MJC Family Retreat at Camp Kaylie  
5/20, 5:45pm - 6:45pm - PJ Library Once Upon a Shabbat  
6/26, 3:00pm - 6:00pm - PJ Library Family Fun Day 
7/13, 6:00pm - 8:00pm - PJ Library Movie Night  
8/10, 6:00pm - 8:00pm - PJ Library Movie Night 

For more information, to offer a program idea or to be-
come part of the Family Programming Committee, con-
tact Rabbi Tilles at 516-379-8650. 

Family Programming 

 
We Invite You To Visit  

 
The Merrick Jewish Centre Web Site:  

 www.merrickjc.org 
   Check our CALENDAR for  

upcoming events 
 Visit our PHOTO  

GALLERY and Check our  
BULLETIN BOARD 

Chesed 
 Bereavement Support 
 Family Support Services 
 Support Groups  and Services 
 Bikur Cholim 
 Mitzvah Days 

 
“Chesed is practiced by those who  
accept and fulfill the obligation of  

Gemilut Chassidim… Deeds of  
Loving Kindness.” 

Our desire is to provide support for  members of 
our congregational family that are  in need. 
We are our brothers’ keeper! 

  

College Contact 
 Last year our college program successfully 
linked the Merrick Jewish Centre with our college 
students throughout the country.  What began sever-
al years ago as a program of mailing articles and bul-
letins to college students, has developed into a pro-
gram which includes the sending of holiday packages 
for Chanukah, Purim and Passover. 
 
 As we begin this year, we ask that you pro-
vide the office with the names and addresses of your 
college age youngsters so that they can be included 
on our mailing list for the years 2015-2016. Please 
note that names and college addresses must be up-
dated each year. 
 

in a shallow dish with the sugar and brandy, rum, or 
liqueur, and turn them so that they are well coated. 
Leave for at least 1 hour, turning the slices over occa-
sionally, so that they absorb the spirit.  
 
For the batter, beat the yolks with the oil and salt, then 
stir in the flour and mix well. Now beat in the water 
gradually and vigorously, squashing any lumps. Leave 
for an hour, then fold in the stiffly beaten egg whites.  
 
Heat at least 3/4 inch (2 cm) of oil in a large frying pan. 
Dip the apple slices in the batter — about 5 at a time 
— making sure that they are well covered with batter. 
Lift each one out carefully and lower into the hot oil. 
The oil must be sizzling but not too hot or the fritters 
will brown before the apple is soft inside. Fry in batch-
es, and turn the slices over to brown both sides. Lift 
out with a slotted spatula and drain on kitchen paper 
before serving. Pass the superfine sugar for everyone to 
sprinkle on.  
 
Variations: 
You may use beer or milk instead of water for the  
batter. 
Pass powdered cinnamon and sugar around for people. 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Re-inventing the wheel? We keep doing it all the time!! 
Sometimes, just when we think that we have found a new 
and innovative way of reaching our students, we look a 
little closer and see that we have re-discovered ancient 
teachings.  
 

“Tell me and I forget. Show me and I may remember. Involve me 
and I understand." -- Chinese proverb 
 

 At our August pre-school faculty meeting, we explored 
the wonders of Project Based Learning through Ron Ber-
ger’s wonderful book, An Ethic of Excellence . We became 
very excited about this methodology.   

“Project work is student-centered and driven by the 
need to create an end-product. However, it is the 
route to achieving this end-product that makes 
project work so worthwhile. The route to the end-
product brings opportunities for students to 
develop their confidence and independence and to 
work together in a real-world environment by 
collaborating on a task which they have defined for 
themselves and which has not been externally 
imposed.” Fried-Booth 
 

The idea of our students developing projects on their 
own, collaborating on the task and making real and  last-
ing meaning for themselves was very exciting. Connecting 
them to Judaism, with the work of their own hands, ena-
bles us to envision long lasting projects that we hope will 
be remembered for years to come.  
 

And so, our first Project Based Learning activity has be-
gun with this year’s Dalet class.  
 

As they explored the holiday of Sukkot and the harvest, 
they looked at Vayikra, Chapter 19: 9.-10 which says: 

“When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not 
reap all the way to the edges of your field, or gather the 
gleanings of your harvest. You shall not pick your vine-
yard bare, or gather the fallen fruit of your vineyard; you 
shall leave them for the poor and the stranger: I the Lord 
am your God. “  

One of the two Dalet teachers, Morah Debbie, asked the 
students, “If we are not farmers, how do we fulfill the 
commandment to leave the fallen fruit and the dropped 
gleanings from the fields?” The Dalet students quickly 
came to the conclusion that our donations to the needy, 
so generously collected all the time in our lobby, are our 
gleanings. Out of these discussions came our first Project 
Based Learning activity for our Dalet class this year.  
 

With the help of our wonderful congregant and Hevruta 
(Hebrew and prayer) teacher, Nat Litman, the Dalet  class 
is building, what they hope will be, a beautiful wooden 

box to house the congregation’s collections in the Fox 
Boulevard lobby.  
 

As of the writing of this article, the grade has interviewed 
key synagogue individuals to discover the needs, dimen-
sions and the potential limitations of the box. Its con-
struction is about to begin!  
 

One of the wonders of Project Based Learning in the 
classroom is that the results are not pre-determined. In-
stead they are a result of the creativity, imagination and 
hard work of the students. It is with this wonder and an-
ticipation that we wait to see the results of the first pro-
ject of this kind. We look forward to the unveiling of the 
Dalet class receptacle for our “gleanings” and wish every-
one a true Chanukah Sameach!!  

Heléna Eilenberg,  
Director of Education 

 

 
(Continued on page 12) 

Hebrew School News 

Dalet student asking Morah Heléna about building the box 

Gimel students take careful notes about the project with 
Rabbi Tilles. 
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Do you know that the Merrick Jewish 
Center now has its own YouTube Chan-
nel? You can find sermons, classes, and 
recordings of special events all on the 
Merrick Jewish Centre YouTube Chan-
nel.  You can go to our website 
(www.merrickjc.org) and click on the 
link for the YouTube Channel, and 
there you will find a long and growing 
list of videos available. 

 

A Simcha is such a wonder-
ful thing! 

Would you like to share a Sim-
cha with  

members of  our congregation? 

Sponsor a Shabbos lunch-
eon! 

For all reservations and ques-
tions please  

contact  the office! 
Tell them you read it in the Bulletin! 

Share—a– Simcha 

"Morah Debbie and Dalet students performing a short skit  that explained 
about the mitzvah of gathering food for the poor."   

Students explore options about building the box with 
Morah Heléna. 

A 3,000 year old man who is talking about how he leaves the 
gleanings from his field for the poor! 

The Gimel students working intently with Jamey as to the 
best measurements for the box! 



 

 

   
 
 
  
 
 
There are Jewish people on Long 
Island who are going hungry. As 
you may know, The Chesed Com-
mittee is committed to 
a wonderful initiative in which we 
support the Kosher Pantry in Mas-
sapequa, which helps our fellow Jews in need. 
 

 Our role in this project is a very simple one:  Re-
member to bring one item of non-perishable food:  a can of 
soup, a box of pasta, a jar of peanut butter, a canister of oat-
meal-- and so forth..... and deposit these donations in one of 
the collection bins in the lobby. 
You get the idea!  When the kids 
come to Hebrew school, that's also 
the perfect time for a drop off.  If 
each person in our congregation remem-
bered, imagine what we would collect-- 
and how far our donations would go to 
alleviating this pressing problem. 
 

 Please -- don’t leave it to others.  Again, we are for-
tunate to enjoy three full meals a day; there are fellow Jews 
just  a  stone’s throw away that are not so lucky.  On behalf 
of Chesed  project coordinators Ellen Sussman & Linda 
Zryb-- "thank you" for participating in this mitzvah. 
 

 Our food drive for the Kosher Pantry  has been 
very successful.  Therefore, we are asking our congregants to 
please think of the hungry when they go food shopping and 
buy something extra to donate.   Please drop off donations 
at Merrick Jewish Centre.  
 

  

 
 
     

 
 
 

 
 
 We are excited to introduce our latest fund-
raising effort, the Scrip/Gift Card  Program.  
Yes… we are asking for your money, but we are giv-
ing you something back in return!  This program is 
utilized by many non-profit organizations and has 
proven to be a very successful fundraiser.  However, 
it will only be successful for us with YOUR participa-
tion.  So we invite you to join our effort by purchasing 

gift cards for stores in which you shop. There are many 
to choose from. Please contact the MJC office today 
(516-379-8650 or office@merrickjc.org) to place 
your order. 

The Kosher Food Pantry is open to all who 
are in need regardless of religious affiliation. 

Kosher Pantry 

DAILY QUOTE 
 
What is this world comparable to? To the water wheel 
in the garden: the clay bowls on the bottom rise filled, 
and the upper ones descend empty. In the same way, 
not everyone who is rich today is rich tomorrow, nor 
is one who is poor today poor tomorrow. Why? Be-
cause the world is a wheel. 
 
- Midrash Rabbah, Shemot 31 
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High Holiday Tickets 

  
Imagine preparing food for two hundred people in 30 
minutes! You can be part of the fun by joining a won-
derful group of people one Thursday morning a month 
as we assemble egg salad sandwiches for the Interfaith 
Nutrition Network in Freeport.  Think of the I Love Lucy 
episode where she and Ethel are working on an assem-
bly line packaging chocolates…it’s almost that much 
fun! 
 
For information please contact Shelley at 867-0717. 
 

 
 
The membership  committee is proud to announce that 
we have 44 new member families for the year (i.e. from 
after the high holidays 2014 to the start of high holidays 
2015). 
  
On Sunday December 13, 2015 from 10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m., the membership committee is proud to honor our 
new families with our annual Pancake breakfast.  There 
will be plenty of pancakes along with a magician for the 
children.  This will be a wonderful opportunity for the 
new members to mingle with our congregation, clergy 
and board members while enjoying a sumptuous break-
fast as their children enjoy the magician. 
 
On the behalf of our entire congregation we extend a 
warm welcome to the  new member families for 2015.  
  
 
Michael Fried 
 
 
 
Adelstein, Jennifer, Matthew, Zachary & Ryan 
Bachrach, Brianna, Scott & Seth 
Bagdasarov, Galia, Suren, Danielle & Ethan 
Benno, Gayle, Ameer, Sophie, Violet & Clara 
Block, Elayna, Frank, Ari & Alec 
Borten, Norma & Mark 
Charney, Rachel, Brian, Avery, Emerson & Cassidy 
Cohen, Lisa, David, Elana & Adam 
Daitch, Tammy, Jeff, Hailey & Daniel 
Danseyar, Beryl, Eric, Avery & Ian 
D'Elia, Alyssa, Vincent, Mason & Ashley 
Domb, Shari, David, Alex, Nathan, Rebecca & Ariella 
Epstein, Randee, Brian, Jake, Dylan & Jacklyn  

Field, Jamie, Shawn, Jenna & Spencer 
Friedman, Andrea & David 
Friedman, Jocelyn, Glenn, Dylan & Zoe 
Goldberg, Sara, David, Chase & Charlie 
Gomberg, Lynn, Lawrence, Whitney & Chloe 
Hochhauser, Shari, Mitch & Hayden 
Ir, Roberta & Neil 
Jurgens, Lori, Matthew & Madeline 
Kadin, Ilona, Cary, Mark & Daniel 
Kaplan, Kate & Adam  
Kornberg, Lois & Arthur 
Kowler, Ted 
Kramer, Emily, Adam & Harley 
Kugal, Anna, Douglas, Isabella & Benjamin 
Levy, Nicole, Adam & Brooke 
Leydan, Michael, Amanda, Reese & Ellen 
Litman, Bonnie, Robert, Joseph & Ethan 
Pearl, Phyllis & Robert 
Rapoport, Irina, Alexander, Felix & Benjamin 
Reese, Kerri, Mark, Sophia & Jacob 
Saltzman, Jennifer, Jason, Jacob & Eden 
Sandberg, Joshua, Darah & Daniel 
Schaffer, Karen & Harry 
Scher, Lauren, Steven, Noah & Isaac 
Schweitzer, Sabrina & Andrew 
Seltzer, Francine & Frederick 
Watstein, Lori, Stefan & Remi 
Watson, Jacqueline, Robert, Rachel & Olivia 
Weissman, Melanie, Jason & Aiden 
Winnick, Royce, Chad, Madley & Nash 
Zimmerman, Stephanie, David & Leah 

The I.N.N. News 

Membership 
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         THINGS I (Never) LEARNED IN HEBREW 
                      SCHOOL  
 
   1.     The High Holidays have absolutely nothing to do 
 with marijuana.  
 
   2.     Where there's smoke, there may be salmon.  
 
  3.     No meal is complete without leftovers.  
 
   4.     According to Jewish dietary law, pork and shell
 fish may be   eaten only in Chinese restaurants.  
 
  5.     A shmata is a dress that your husband's ex is 
 wearing.  
 
   6.     You need ten men for a minion, but only four in 
 polyester  pants and white shoes for gin rummy.  
 
  7.     One mitzvah can change the world; two will just 
 make you tired.  
 
   8.     After the destruction of the Second temple, God  
  created Nordstrom's.  
 
   9.     Anything worth saying is worth repeating a  
  thousand times.  
 
10.     Never take a front row seat at a Bris.  
 
11.     Next year in Jerusalem. The year after that, how 
  about a  nice cruise?  
 
12.     Never leave a restaurant empty handed.  
 
13.     Spring ahead; fall back; winters in Boca.  
 
14.     Gentiles leave and never say good-bye; Jews say 
  good-bye and  never leave.  
 
15.     Always whisper the names of diseases.  
 
16.     If it tastes good, it's probably not Kosher.  
 
17.     The important Jewish holidays are the ones on 
  which alternate side of the street parking is sus-
  pended.  
 
18.     Without Jewish mothers, who would need therapy?  
 
19.   If you have to ask the price, you can't afford it. If 
  you can afford it, make sure to tell everybody 
  what you paid.  
 
20.     Laugh now, but one day you'll be driving a Lexus 
 and eating  dinner at 4:00 PM in Florida .  
 

        Signs on Synagogue Bulletin  
                Boards:  

     Under the same management for over 
5,776 years.  

Jewish Wisdom Chesed 
 
 

 Bereavement Support 
 Family Support Services 
 Support Groups and  
    services 
 Bikur Cholim 
 Mitzvah Days 

 
“Chesed is practiced by 

those who  
accept and fulfill the  

obligation of   
Gemilut Chassidim… 

Deeds of   
Loving Kindness.” 

 
Our desire is to provide  

support for  members of  
our congregational family 

that are  in need. 
We are our brothers’ 

keeper! 
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A goal of nearly $3 million was set based on the needs identified and a feasibility 
study completed by a professional consulting firm last winter.  Rabbi Klein reported 
to the congregation that the first $1 million was raised over the summer. 
 

“The generosity of our leadership gifts provides great encouragement to the Cabi-
net,” stated Matt Schechner, who along with his wife Carolyn, is co-chairing the 
campaign with Michelle & Michael Schwartz and Joan & Blaine Land.   
 

“With the holidays behind us now, the Campaign will move into full swing,” contin-
ued Michael Schwartz.  “We could use additional volunteers!  Any congregant who 
would like to become a part of this exciting project is urged to call Jamey Kohn at 
516-379-8650.” 
 
“We understand the apprehension that some might have in being solicited for 
funds,” commented Joan Land. “Please know that gifts of all amounts are wel-
come.  We want everyone to be included in Ensuring the Future of the MJC.”    

An exceptional team of Campaign leaders 
was recruited to lead Pre-
serving the Promise-
Ensuring the Future.  The 
Co-chairs are Joan & 
Blaine Land, Michelle & 
Michael Schwartz and Car-
olyn & Matt Schechner.  
Honorary Chairs are Helen 
Drogin and  
Teddi & Mel Febesh. 
 

Rabbi Klein and Rabbi 
Tilles are actively par-
ticipating in the plan-
ning and execution of 
the Campaign.  Syna-
gogue Administrator 
Jamey Kohn is provid-
ing organizational 
leadership for the 
Campaign. 
 
Four sub-committees have also been formed.  

The Beautification Committee was created to 
select and work with an architect to re-design the 
ballroom, entranceways and school wing.  Paulette 
Mendelsohn, Gerri Moskowitz, Brian Okun, 
Debra Pollack,  Michelle Schwartz and Wendy 
Wetchler form that Committee.  Steve Greenfield 
is chairing the Communications Committee along 
with Dr. Rob Garfinkel, Debra Pollack, Wendy 
Wetchler and Howard Zryb.  The Guidance Committee consists of Dr. 
Harriet Feldman, Harriet & Barry Lasky and Dr. Barry Silverman.  Linda 
Altman and Alan Sussman form the Recognition Committee. 
 

The heart of the campaign consists of volunteers who meet with individ-
ual congregants in their homes to explain the campaign and seek their 
participation.  We are happy to add your name to the Cabinet if you 
would like to join the Preserving the Promise Team.  Contact Jamey 
Kohn or one of the co-chairs.  

WAYS OF SAYING THANK YOU 
 

Thanking people for their pledges – publicly and proudly – is the 
job of the Recognition Committee.  The Recognition Committee 
is charged with designing a process by which every gift to the 
campaign will receive recognition in the Synagogue.  The high-
light of the program is individual and family dedications of pro-
grams and areas of the facility. 

Joan & Blaine Land 

Carolyn & Matt Schechner 

Michelle & Michael Schwartz 

As Rabbi Klein outlined in his sermon on Rosh 
Hashanah, the MJC has embarked on a challenging 
and much-needed Capital Campaign.   A Cam-
paign Cabinet was formed in June to draw the tal-
ents of both long-standing and younger members 
of the congregation.    
 

Based on needs identified by the Long Range Plan-
ning Committee in 2013, the Board of Directors 
determined that the overall future of the MJC de-
pended on improving the appearance of the build-
ing, replacing old operating systems and roofs, and 
building the Endowment Fund to sustain the reli-
gious, educational and social programs that have 
made MJC so successful. 

CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP MOVES INTO HIGH GEAR  

PRESERVING THE PROMISE - ENSURING THE FUTURE  
CAMPAIGN  KICKS OFF WITH A BANG 
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HERE ARE SOME OF THE FACTS  

How did this “Preserving the Promise - Ensuring the Future” Campaign emerge?    
In 2013 the Board of Directors asked the Long Range Planning Committee to examine the MJC’s mission and needs over the next decade.  The 
review of growth trends, congregational and funding needs revealed some significant facility needs that were greater than normal budgeting 
could address as well as the need for an enlarged financial core to stabilize the synagogue.  A capital campaign was a major recommendation of 
that 2013 study. 
 
What Does the Future of the MJC look like? 
The Merrick Jewish Centre is defying the trends of non-Orthodox synagogues on Long Island and the country:  it is growing!  Over the past 
three years, 148 new families have joined the MJC.  We have the largest—and most creative—Hebrew School on the South Shore and perhaps 
Long Island.  We need to modernize the School wing as an attractive and effective learning space; we need additional seating for the High Holi-
days; and we must modernize and renew the spaces in which we gather. 
 
What Has the Board of Directors Been Doing to Maintain the MJC facility?    
The Board has responded to the building needs in several ways. In addition to making ongoing repairs and improvements as needed, the House 
Committee has been examining ways to improve efficiency.  For example, last year all of the lighting fixtures were replaced with energy-saving 
LED lights.  The initial cost has already been defrayed in  the first 12 months and the electricity budget has been reduced each month going 
forward.   In the past two years, the House Committee has also replaced 3 of the Centre’s 8 roofs, replaced HVAC system for two sections and 
upgraded the synagogue’s antiquated telephone system.      
 
How Can I Make a Pledge? 
We are asking members to maximize their gift by making a 5 year pledge.  This allows each of us to think in larger monetary terms.  The amount 
of time to pay the pledge is, of course, up to the donor so long as it is within that 5 year period.  Some members may choose to fund all or part 
of their pledge through a gift of appreciated securities (e.g. common stock).  This avoids capital gains taxes on the securities and yields the full 
appreciated value as a charitable deduction for tax purposes.  

INTRODUCING OUR CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP* 

The ”Preserving the Promise...Ensuring the Future” campaign is honored to introduce members who have accepted Campaign 
leadership roles.  We look forward to our ranks growing throughout the campaign.  “These wonderful and inspirational members 
of our community represent various generations and areas of involvement in our synagogue,” noted Dr. Steven Kussin, MJC Pres-
ident.  “The Campaign has benefited tremendously from their endorsement, their guidance, as well as their active engagement in 
the campaign effort.”   

Campaign Co-Chairs 
Joan & Blaine Land 
Michelle & Michael Schwartz 
Carolyn & Matt Schechner  
 

Honorary Co-Chairs 
Helen Drogin 
Teddi & Mel Febesh  
 

Advisory Council Members 
(in formation) 
Linda & Lew Altman 
Lisa & Joel Brodman 
Dr. Harriet Feldman 
Dr. Rob Garfinkel 
Paul Gellman 
Dan Greenburg 
Steve Greenfield 
Rob Hochhauser 
Marcelo Kohan 
Steve Kussin 
Harriet & Barry Lasky 
Brooke Luchs 

Paulette Mendelsohn 
Gerri & Leonard Moskowitz 
Darren Ofsink 
Brian Okun 
Debra Pollack 
Frieda & Alexander Rosenberg 
Jill & Ken Rosenberg 
Saul Rosenberg 
Howie Segal 
Dr. Barry Silverman 
Charles Skop 
Alan Sussman 
Wendy Wetchler 
Howard Zryb  
 
Beautification Committee 
Paulette Mendelsohn 
Gerri Moskowitz 
Brian Okun 
Debra Pollack 
Michelle Schwartz 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

This is the first issue of our campaign update.  Our goal is to keep you up-to-date about the progress of the campaign and 
to involve you in this effort.  If you have questions or comments, please contact any of the individuals who serve in lead-
ership roles in the campaign, the Campaign office at (516) 379-8650 or admindirector@merrickjc.org. 

Wendy Wetchler  
 

Guidance 
Harriet & Barry Lasky 
Dr. Harriet Feldman 
Dr. Barry Silverman 
 

Recognition 
Linda Altman 
Alan Sussman 
 

Communications  
Dr. Rob Garfinkel 
Steve Greenfield 
Paulette Mendelsohn 
Wendy Wetchler 
Howard Zryb  
 

Clergy 
Rabbi Charles Klein 
Rabbi Ravid Tilles  
 
*As of October 9, 2015 



 

 

The Chanukah Dreidel 
The traditional Chanukah dreidel (spinning top) is a throwback to the times 
when the Greek armies of  King Antiochus controlled the Holy Land, before 
the Maccabees defeated them and sent them packing. The powerful regime 
passed a series of  laws outlawing the study of  Torah and many of  the mitzvot. 
The Jews were compelled to take their Torah learning “underground,” for they 
knew that a Jew without Torah is like a fish out of  water. 
 
Jewish children resorted to learning Torah in outlying areas and forests. Even this 
plan was not foolproof, for the enemy had many patrols. The children therefore 
brought along small tops that they would quickly pull out and play with after secret-
ing away their texts, so that they could pretend to be merely playing games. 
 

Our Chanukah dreidel games are a salute to these Jewish heroes of  yore. 
The classic dreidel is a four sided spinning top made of  wood, plastic, or the pro-
verbial clay. On the four sides of  the dreidel appear four letters from the Hebrew al-
phabet—nun ( נ), gimmel ( ג), hey ( ה), and shin ( ש). These four letters are an 
acronym for "nes gadol hayah sham"—"a great miracle happened there." 
 

The letters that appear on four sides of  the Dreidel. 
In Israel, the actual setting of  the Chanukah miracle, the last letter, shin, is 

substituted with a pey ( פ), which stands for "po"—"here." 
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Blessed are you, Lord, our God, sovereign of the universe Who has sanctified us with His commandments  and commanded us to light the lights of Chanukkah. 

Shehecheyanu (first night only) 

Blessed are you, Lord, our God, sovereign of the universe Who performed miracles for our ancestors in those days at this time 

l'had'lik neir shel Chanukah. asher kidishanu b'mitz'votav v'tziva-Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam 

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha'olamshe'asah nisim la'avoteinu bayamim haheim baziman hazeh. (Amein) 

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam shehecheyanu v'kiyimanu v'higi'anu laz'man hazeh. (Amein) 
Blessed are you, Lord, our God, sovereign of the universewho has kept us alive, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this season 

The Blessings for Chanukah 



 

 

 
 
 
 
MJC Youth Program is filled with fun and excitement--
come join us! 
 

 
We kicked off the year with indoor laser tag at the MJC and had 
an amazing juggler and cupcake decorating.   
ALL programs include dinner (pizza unless otherwise indicated) 
and cost $110 for MJC Members and $150 for non-MJC Mem-
bers.  Your child is always welcome to try out an event for 
free!  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Lisa 
Aamodt, MJC Youth Director at MorahLisaA@gmail.com. 
 

4th Grade Monday 6:15-7:30* 

5th Grade Monday 6:15-7:30* 

6th & 7th Grade Monday 6:15-7:30* 

Steering Committee (Grades 6 & 7) Monday 6:15-7 

November 23, 2015 -February 1, 2016—May 9, 2016 
Specials 

January 23-24, 2016 5th-7th Sleepover $25 
Winter Pool Party @ Mid Island JCC TBA (all 

grades) 
 

 

 
  The Wonderful World of Youth Activities 
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Are you a teen Grades 8-12? 
Looking for a fun way to spend your Monday nights? 
Do you live close to the MJC? 
Want to have a great add to your college applications? 
Do you like meeting new friends and eating pizza? 
 If so, come check out our Teen/USY programs at the MJC! 
We meet most Mondays from 7-8:30PM in the "Youth Lounge" at 
MJC.  Our programs are designed, run and advertised by our teen 
board.  Throughout the year we also are involved in meaningful social 
action projects and fun trips to the city and more.  AND, since we are 
part of METNY/USY that mean lots of events, trips, weekends, and 
weeklong programs with Jewish Teens throughout Long Island and 
even the United States! 
 

 December 2015-January 2016 Programs 
Monday, December 11(7-8:30PM)-Hanukah Party 
Sunday, December 20 (2-4PM)-Social Action Day 
Monday, January 11 (7-8:30PM)-TBA 
Monday, January 25 (7-8:30PM)-TBA 
  
Check us out on Facebook at Merrick 

USY or contact Lisa Aamodt/MJC 
Youth Director 

at MorahLisaA@gmail.com 

 



 

 

 The Candle Lighting  
Ceremony 

There is a set procedure that is 
followed in this home ritual 

By Ron Wolfson 
 Traditional Jewish law 
mandates that the hanukkiyah 
(Hanukkah menorah) can be 
designed to burn either candles 
or oil. In special circumstances, 
such as hospitals and nursing 
homes, electric hanukkiyot may 
be used, and today, many peo-
ple choose to use electric ha-
nukkiyot for convenience. Reprinted with permission 
from Hanukkah: The Family Guide to Spiritual Celebra-
tion (Jewish Lights). 
  
 Open up a traditional prayer book and look at the 
Hebrew index and you will find the words Seder Hanukkah, 
the "Order of Hanukkah." Like every other Jewish ritual, the 
Hanukkah candle lighting has a fixed order and choreogra-
phy, what is known in Hebrew as a seder, a progression, and 
what in English we might awkwardly label a "Table Service." 
  
 The idea of a seder is of course best known from 
Passover, where a progression of 15 steps shapes a com-
plicated process that allows us to re-live and re-
experience the Exodus from Egypt. In the same way, we 
are used to daily and Shabbat services flowing through a 
fixed progression of prayers found in the siddur [prayer 
book] (from the same root as seder). Even the way we 
conjure and welcome Shabbat into our homes every Fri-
day night follows a fixed pattern of prayers and actions.  
  
 The Hanukkah 
ritual is too short to call 
a seder, yet it has a fixed 
order of blessings and a 
fixed progression of ac-
tions. This progression 
takes us through a pro-
cess. Think of it as one 
of the rides at Disney 
World where you get 
into a car that rolls or 
floats on a track. The 
ride takes you through a process: You encounter one ex-
perience, then the next, then the next. The order is always 
fixed, the experience cumulative. Each blessing and each 
prayer in the Hanukkah candle lighting service has a pur-
pose and a function in bringing the religious experience 
of Hanukkah alive.  
 
 The basic Hanukkah "kindling service" consists 
of three berakhot [blessings] on the first night (two on the 
next seven nights) and then two song/prayers:  
  

1) First, we say the mitzvah berakhah--"lehadlik ner shel Ha-
nukkah." [to light the Hanukkah lights]. This defines the 
act of lighting the Hanukkah lights as a "mitzvah," a com-
manded religious experience, and establishes an expecta-
tion that this act can lead--if we have the proper intention
--to an encounter with the Divine.  
  
2) Next, we say a berakhah of praise--"sheh'asah nissim la'avo-
teinu."  [Who created miracles for our ancestors]. This berakhah 
not only thanks God for the original Hanukkah experience 
that we are now recalling, but defines Hanukkah as the 
commemoration of a time when God performed mira-
cles. In other words, this one-line berakhah teaches us Ha-
nukkah's essential meaning (as expressed by the Rabbis): 
"Not by might, not by power, but by My spirit alone, says 
the Lord." In other words, we are clearly taught that Ha-
nukkah is the acknowledgment of God's actions on our 
behalf.  
  
3)  As our final berakhah (and only on the first night) we say 
"shehecheyanu."  [Who has given us life]. This blessing is said at 
the beginning of every major Jewish religious experience. It 
acknowledges our entry into a special time, a holy time. But in a 
real sense, shehecheyanu is a connector. Its words thank God for 
"continuing our life," "continuing our establishment," and 
"bringing us along." In short, it is a blessing for growth and con-
tinuity. When we say it, we establish a link between the moment 
we are experiencing and the core of our life. It expresses the 
hope that this moment's meaning will further enrich the mean-
ing of every experience that has led us here, and help to sharpen 
our sense of direction from here on. As the last expression of 
blessing on the first eve of the mitzvah, shehecheyanu is a call for 
connection and significance.  
  
4) Haneirot Hallalu is a short prayer written in the Geonic 
period after the Talmud was finished, about 750-1038 
C.E. It is a kind of instant Hanukkah lesson that reviews 
all the key points expressed in the Talmud. Haneirot Halla-
lu is a kind of miniature "Hanukkah Haggadah," a one-
paragraph authorized explanation of the Hanukkah story.  
  
5) Maoz Tzur is a medieval song that further thanks God 
for the miracle of Divine intervention. It continues the 
themes begun in sheh'asah nissim la'avoteinu (#2) and ex-
panded in Haneirot Hallalu (#4). It seals the Hanukkah 
ritual experience with a 
call upon God to work 
future redemptions, just 
as God effected an earlier 
redemption in the time of 
the Maccabees. 
  

Dr. Ron Wolfson is a leading North 
American Jewish Family Educa-
tor.  He is the director of the Whizin 
Center for the Jewish Future, co-
founder of Synagogue 2000 and vice-
president of the University of Juda-
ism. Excerpts  
 
 
Now that you are an expert in  Chanukah Ritual  
See Page 25 for the Chanukah Blessings. The First 
two blessings are said on all nights and the last, 
Shehecheyanu, is said 0nly on the first night. 

 

 Chanukah Guide 
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Courtney Jacobs & family on the loss of her 
beloved father Harvey Lerner 
 
Joanne Skop & family on the loss of her be-
loved brother Arnold Karr 
 
Allan Mohr & family on the loss of his be-
loved father Irwin Mohr  
 
  The family of Dr. Sidney Austein would like 
to extend their gratitude to the Merrick Jewish 
Centre Board for graciously affording us the 
opportunity to conduct his funeral service at 
the MJC for my beloved husband on 
8/30/15.  We acknowledge the wonderful 
honor that a funeral at the synagogue repre-
sents.  My husband would have been very 
proud and honored.  We are extremely grate-
ful for all the support extended to us during 
this most trying time.  We would like to take 
this opportunity to express our most sincere 

thank you. 
Hildy Austein and Family   

8/5/2015 - 11/18/2015 
 

RABBI KLEIN’S PULPIT FUND 
Elaine & Ed Vogel in memory of beloved 

son of Mr. & Mrs. Martin Weissman 
Judy Barash in memory of brother Paul Reuben 
Judi Barash in memory of parents Beatrice & 

Irving Reuben 
Adele & Bob Phillips in memory of Alan 

Mendelson son of Harriet Mendelson 
Adele & Bob Phillips in honor of the naming 

of Zoey Sophia Goldsmith granddaugh-
ter of Michelle & Michael Schwartz 

Adele & Bob Phillips in memory of Harriet 
Weiss 

Adele & Bob Phillips in memory of Sol Lipstein 
Marcia & Doug Melzer in appreciation of 

Rabbi Klein 
Sallie & Eric Schwartz – Happy Anniversary 

to Michelle & Michael Schwartz 
Elaine & Ed Vogel for speedy recovery of 

Linda Feinberg 
Elaine & Ed Vogel in memory of Ira 

Maziroff beloved husband of Phyllis 
Maziroff 

Dr. Andy Ageloff for speedy recovery of 
Lorna Hoffman 

Arleen Orbuch in honor of the Bat Mitzvah 
of granddaughter Rebecca Sydney Trinin 

Adele & Bob Phillips in memory of Dr. Sid-
ney Austein husband of Hildy Austein 

Adele & Bob Phillips in honor of the engage-
ment of Leah Fine granddaughter of 
Janet & Harvey Fine to Jared Rosenstock 

Elaine & Ed Vogel in memory of Dr. Sidney 
Austein husband of Hildy Austein 

Elaine & Ed Vogel in honor of the engage-
ment of Leah Fine granddaughter of 
Janet & Harvey Fine to Jared Rosenstock 

In The Temple Family 

Donations 

We mourn the loss of our dear member  
Howard Strobing 

and extend sincere condolences to the 
entire Strobing family 

We mourn the loss of our dear member  
Dr. Sidney Austein 

and extend sincere condolences to the 
entire Austein family 

We mourn the loss of our dear member  
David Goodman 

and extend sincere condolences to the 
entire Weiss family 
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Shelley Levine in memory of Arthur Goldstein 
Dr. Steven Lomasky & Joan Hazelton & 

Family in appreciation of Rabbi Klein 
Michael Moskowitz in memory of Harriet 

Weiss 
Frank & Cathy Supovitz in appreciation of 

Rabbi Klein 
Cathy & Frank Supovitz in appreciation of  

Rabbi Klein – Matthew & Amy  
 Supovitz’s wedding 
Elaine & Ed Vogel in memory of Esther 

Aronoff wife of Martin Aronoff 

Donations 
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Wallach 
Martin Sommers in memory of father Antho-

ny J. Siminerio 
Martin Sommers in memory of mother 

Frances Siminerio 
Joan Doninger-Sommers in memory of hus-

band Jeffrey Doninger 
Sheri Stern in memory of mother Geraldine 

Finkelstein 
Shirley Tilchen in memory of son Edward 

Mark Tilchen 
Howard Strobing in memory of mother Celia 

Polaner 
Joel Stoller in memory of Eva Stoller Leib 
Joel Stoller in memory of Herman Wachtenheim 
Joel Stoller in memory of father Daniel Stoller 
Frank & Catherine Supovitz in memory of 

father Henry Holzer 
Alan Sussman in memory of mother Lillian  
 Sussman 
Stan Treiman in memory of mother Rose  
 Treiman 
Jeffrey Trompeter in memory of father Jonas 

Trompeter 
Jeffrey Trompeter in memory of mother Min-

nie Trompeter 
Lorraine Katz Ullian in memory of beloved 

husband Melvyn Myron Katz 
Edward Vogel in memory of mother Mollie  
 Vogel 
MeMe Wanderman in memory of mother 

Sally Weinberg 
Jeffrey Wechsler in memory of parents Arnold 

Wechsler & Marlene Wechsler-Matus 
Amy Wechsler & Dolores Lutsky in memory 

of father & husband, Theodore Lutzky 
Sheila Weintraub in memory of son Ronald 

Evan Weintraub 
Beth Weiss in memory of mother Sylvia 

Swartz 
Anita Weiss in memory of mother Evelyn 

Blachman 
Joel Wexler in memory of father Sol Wexler 
Joel Wexler in memory of aunt Sadie 

Hershfeld 
Joel Wexler in memory of aunt Eva Hershfeld 
Sarah Wexler in memory of husband Elliot  

 Wexler 
Joel G. Wexler in memory of father-in-law Leo 

Abrams 
Barbara Wolfson in memory of mother Lena 

Blank 
Shelley Zimmerman in memory of father Jack 

Mermelstein 
Elliot Zimmerman in memory of father Meyer 

Zimmerman 
Evelyn Zisner in memory of father Max Zisner 
Evelyn Zisner in memory of mother Tillie  
 Distenfeld 
Howard Zyrb in memory of father Seymour 

Zryb 
Sarah Wexler & Family in memory of uncle 

Boris Lieblich 
Leslie Feinberg in memory of father Herbert 

B. Feinberg 
Mara & Irwin Maltz in memory of Melvin 

Balkan 
Brenda Pitkoff in memory of father Ezra  
 Levine 
Janet Bertner in memory of father Raymond 

Gorin 
Tina Reiner in memory of mother Ida Feinman  
Shelley Green in memory of father Joseph 

Green  
 

YIZKOR 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Beck 
Susan & Stan Bloomfield 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederic Borah 
Mr. & Mrs. Jan Cohen 
Stuart M. Cohen 
Michael Davison 
Carol Goldberg in memory of Alfred & 

Steven Goldberg 
Steven Golub 
Saul & Shirly Gold 
Kenneth Greenblatt 
Irma Koton 
Lawrence & Gloria Lighter 
Lenore Haller  
Mr. & Mrs. Leibusor 
Roslyn Litt 
Sylvia Miller 
David Ostrow 
The Penn Family 
Sandy Pinkus 
Ms. Linda J. Sable 
Benay & Ron Sarner 
Ann Schwartz 
Lisa Silkowitz 
Linda & Len Sussman 
Alan Sussman 
Ann & Ted Tanenbaum 
Ann & Martin Steinberg 
Carole & Ron Weltsch 
Carol & Jay Wiener  
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by Rabbi Shimon Apisdorf 
Close your eyes and picture Arnold Schwartzenegger: His 
Uzi has just jammed, he's got one arm in a sling, he's about 
to take on 300 bad guys all at once - and he's wearing a yar-
mulka. That's who Judah Maccabee was!  
Two thousand years ago, one family led by one man stood 
between the mighty Greek army and the conquest of the 
Jewish people. The family was the Hasmoneans, and the 
man was Judah Maccabee.  
 

The Greeks were different from other empires. They didn't 
just want your land, your resources and your riches -- they 
wanted your national essence, your culture. They wanted you 
to think like them, live like them and even be entertained like 
them. The problem was most Jews weren't buying, and the 
Greeks didn't appreciate that. So the Greeks brought pres-
sure to bear on the Jews.  
 
Women who insisted that their sons be circumcised were 
killed along with their babies. Brides were forced to sleep 
with Greek officers before they could be with their hus-
bands. Jews were required to eat pork and sacrifice pigs to 
the Greek gods. The teaching of Torah became a capital 
crime.  
 

The sages and their students went into hiding in order to 
study and preserve the Torah. Secret weddings were held. 
Most Jews did anything and everything to remain Jewish. 
Many were tortured and murdered for their defiance. A peri-
od of darkness and suffering descended upon the Jews of 
Israel.  
 

And then came the Hasmoneans.  
The Hasmonean family was led by Mattityahu and his five 
sons: Shimon, Yochanan, Yehudah (Judah), Elazar and Yo-
natan. Mattityahu was a devout man who could not bear to 
see Judaism and the Jewish spirit crushed. It was his family 
that led the revolt against the vastly superior Greek forces. 
Mattityahu understood that the battle was far less for nation-
al liberation than it was for spiritual and religious liberation. 
Though Mattityahu's valor provided the initial spark for the 
revolt against the Greeks, he died shortly after the rebellion 
grew into a full-fledged war. The mantle of leadership passed 
from Mattityahu to his son Judah, and with that the course 
of history was forever changed.  
 

Judah Maccabee was a fearless leader, a brilliant battlefield 
tactician and a man capable of inspiring thousands to take 
up arms in the battle for the preservation of Judaism. It was 
Judah Maccabee who conceived of ways for the Jewish forc-
es to out-maneuver the larger, better equipped and seasoned 
Greek army. When at last the Jews captured Jerusalem, re-
dedicated the Temple and witnessed the miracle of the oil, it 
was with Judah Maccabee as the leader of the Hasmonean 
family and at the head of the Jewish army of liberation. Ar-
nold, step aside!  
 

DEEPER INSIGHTS 
If you are traveling somewhere in the world and you want to 

know if American culture has reached that place, don't look 
for an American flag, look instead for the "Golden Arches." 
If McDonalds has arrived, then Steven Spielberg can't be far 
behind. Can you imagine that today there are places in the 
world where Levi jeans sell for hundreds and even thou-
sands of dollars, that Croatia is starting to produce basketball 
players talented enough to be NBA All Stars, and that some-
where behind the Great Wall of China there are countless 
people who can't get enough pirated CDs of rap music?  
The Greeks would have been awfully jealous because this is 
exactly what they were trying to do with their culture. They 
wanted their philosophy, form of worship, entertainment, 
arts, literature, theater and athletic games to become the de-
fining elements for peoples national and daily lives every-
where.  
 

At the time of the Greek conquest there were two kinds of 
Jews living in Israel. First, there were those who decided that 
Hellenism represented an attractive alternative to Judaism. 
For them, Hellenist culture was the way of the future, the 
way to gain acceptance into the larger Greek society and the 
way to prosperity. Some abandoned Judaism altogether and 
some relegated it to a secondary role in their lives, but all of 
the gymnasium than to the halls of Torah study and the 
Temple. These Jews were the Hellenists.  
 

The smaller  believed that they belonged more to the theater 
and group, and the larger of the two, was the traditional Jews 
-- the "ardently orthodox" of their day. This group contin-
ued to lead a Jewish life despite the Greek persecution and 
despite great risk to their very lives. When the Hasmoneans 
launched their revolt, it was this camp that provided the men 
who would come to be known as the Maccabees.  
 

The Jewish rebellion was a great event in Jewish history, but 
tragically, the war against the Greeks was also a civil war. 
Not all Jews sided with the Maccabees, who to some repre-
sented "the past." Many Hellenized Jews aligned themselves 
with "progress" and with the future. As a result, Jews battled 
with one another for the right to define the future of Jewish 
life and the Jewish nation.  
 

In many ways the story of Chanukah is the story of how 
one man and one family can make all the difference in the 
world for an entire people. It was the inspiration of 
Mattityahu, the leadership of Judah Maccabee and the 
stubborn tenacity of the dedicated Jews that literally 
saved the Jewish people and the Jewish way of life.  
As a Jew, don't ever think that you can't make a differ-
ence.  
Reprinted with permission from INNERNET MAGAZINE 
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Who Was Judah Maccabee Anyway? 

Do we need and who will be a Judah 
Maccabee for Israel today? 
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For immediate service please call temple member Kim Coughlin (516)640-1412  
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Do you know that the Merrick Jewish Center now 
has its own YouTube Channel? You can find ser-

mons, classes, and recordings of special events all on 
the Merrick Jewish Centre YouTube Channel.  You 

can go to our website 
(www.merrickjc.org) and click on the link for the 

YouTube Channel, and there you will find a long and 
growing list of videos available. 
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