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Chanukah Comes Early This Year!

Dear Friends,

Chanukah will come early this year. In reality, it’s already begun 
here and it will last several months. Chanukah, as we know it, was 
the time of the rededication of our Temple in Jerusalem. It was 
the holiday born of the thrill and joy of our ancestors returning to 
the Temple which had been taken from them by the Greeks and 
Hellenists. 

As we emerge from the Pandemic it is now our opportunity for 
our own season of rededication and renewal at the Merrick Jewish 
Centre. Our plans are for far more than an eight-day celebration. 
There will be months filled with special events, great programs 
and, hopefully, a full return to our sanctuary. 

Our rededication has special meaning in light of the reality that 
something is changing in America. I know that many of you share 

my very deep concerns about the dramatic and very frightening rise 
in Anti-Semitism in our nation and in the world. To all of this I know of just one response- we must fight 
Jew-Hatred with a greater love for our people and our tradition. We are tasked with the mission of creating 
ever stronger, more vibrant Jewish communities. We can, and I think we must, use this moment to push us 
forward to a real and powerful rededication of ourselves to Jewish life and the Jewish people and to Israel. 

Let’s look at the time ahead as a true opportunity for each one of us to experience renewed and ever more 
meaningful bonds of connection with our synagogue family and the Merrick Jewish Centre. 

Looking forward to you joining  me as we begin to celebrate our early Chanukah.

I wish you a wonderful and safe summer season!

Faithfully yours,

Rabbi Charles Klein
Michelle & Michael Schwartz and Family
Senior Rabbinic Chair
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 Greetings!

I hope this message finds you all well, enjoying the the warm 
weather with loved ones, and slowly emerging from our 
collective Covid-19 hibernations. It goes without saying that 
these past 17 months have significantly altered our world 
and our individual lives. We have been “cocooned” in some 
sense for a long period of time. Now, we are emerging from 
our “dens” to reintegrate into the structure of societal inter-
play with greater human connectivity. 

As I was driving to Baltimore to visit my family last month I 
was thinking about this, and I began to see humans as less 
separate from Nature than we seem to believe, but rather as 
another animal species that is intrinsically shaped and affect-
ed by the natural world. We prefer to believe that we are the 
masters of the universe with control over our surrounding 
environment. This illusory belief is bolstered by our tremen-
dously civilized brain power that allows us to accomplish 
seemingly G-dly feats. But we know this is not the entire 
story. We are also very much the animals that are guests in 

G-d’s vast universe. We can be highly compromised by even relatively minor alterations to our envi-
ronment, like a virus, that distort the generally balanced order of the natural world we inhabit. We are 
both masters of our universe and subjects of G-d’s universe simultaneously. As I was deep in these 
thoughts I crossed the state line into Maryland and then it happened...THWACK...a cicada went splat 
on my windshield.

For those of you who are unfamiliar with these red-eyed, papery-winged locust-like bugs, this is 
the year that cicada Brood X, one of the largest of such phenomena on the planet, emerge from the 
ground to mate once every 17 years. (In full disclosure, I am irrationally and illogically terrified of 
these harmless bugs which I only half-jokingly refer to as “death from above.”) The epicenter of this 
cyclical cicada event is the Baltimore/Washington area where I grew up. I was 12 years old the first 
time I experienced this natural plague and swore to avoid it in the future at all costs. Now, 34 years 
later I find myself driving right back into this entomological chaos and I couldn’t help but notice some 
“survival strategy” parallels between this cicada event and the human event we have endured over 
the past year or two.

The cicadas live cloistered underground for 16 years as they gestate and feed to avoid being con-
sumed by other creatures. We lived cloistered in our homes for 16 months to avoid being consumed 
by the virus. Cicadas get quite plump as they eat a lot and rest even more in preparation to face the 
unknown above ground reality that awaits them. We humans, ate and rested a lot too, (as evidenced 
by the reference to pandemic weight gain colloquially known as ”the Covid-19”) while we prepared 
for a future re-emergence into the unknown post-pandemic realities that await us. Cicadas come out 
of the ground with the force of numbers after 17 years to overwhelm their predators. But many of the 
first brave bugs to emerge will end up as food for other creatures while paving the way for enough 
of their numbers to procreate ensuring the survival of their species. Humans are coming out of their 
pandemic cocoons after 17 months with the force of many strategic ideas to overwhelm the as-yet-
unformed post-pandemic world “predators.” And similarly, many of our first brave ideas will perish so 
as to pave the way for the ideas and societal structures that will successfully continue the survival of 
our species’ way of life.
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But the parallels are not complete. In fact these parallel strategies have entirely different aims. The cica-
das have exchanged annual patterns of engagement with the world above ground for a mass, yet short-
lived, adult existence whose sole purpose is to procreate. Then they retreat  into hiding to start the cycle 
all over again. We humans, however, do not wish to repeat this cycle eternally. We only temporarily 
exchanged our patterns of engagement with the world outside our quarantined homes for a future that 
allows us to remain “above ground” indefinitely, G-d willing. Our aim was not to continue this cycle as 
the strategy for human procreation and survival. Our goal was to be “PRO—creating” more goodness 
in the world on a long-term basis and to be “PRO—creating” more solutions to these new problems so 
that our return to perfecting creation will be long lasting.

As yet, we do not fully understand how the pandemic has rearranged the structure of things and we 
won’t know exactly how those changes will shape our future world and lives for quite some time to 
come. As humans we will do what all mammals do. We will all watch, feel, and see how life plays out 
in a post-coronavirus world and, G-d willing, adapt smoothly to the new circumstances. That is actually 
what G-d, through Nature, has built humans to do...adapt to a novel or previously unknown stimulus 
and adjust behaviors in the present for future success. I know we are eminently capable of this adjust-
ment and we will achieve a sense of balance again relatively quickly as a species. At least, that is what I 
hope for. That is what I pray for!

Happy Summer!

Cantor Benjamin Warschawski
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What a welcome back we’ve had!!! 

Erev Shavuot, we had our first outdoor activity at Mt. Merrick! So 
many families with children of all ages, infants through 9th grad-
ers, gathered at the top of the Norman J. Levy Park and Preserve 
to celebrate receiving the Torah. What a wonderful afternoon 
together. Mt. Merrick will now be a Shavuot tradition.

But Mt. Merrick was just the beginning!
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Each grade had its very special parent/child activity outdoors! 

Our Bet students and their families joined a long, cherished MJC tradition sponsored by Michael and Michelle 
Schwartz, painting Shabbat candlesticks.

We finished our year with four wonderful events: The Gan End of Year Celebration and our Vav Moving Up cere-
mony, emotional events because they were Rabbi Klein’s final moving up ceremonies as MJC’s Senior Rabbi.

Then, at our faculty end of the year dinner, we celebrated Morah Avrum Bloomstone for being such a wonder-
ful, cherished teacher in our school and for his special birthday.

Sponsored so generously by the Blanche Batnick Mitzvah Fund, the Gimel, Dalet, Hay and Vav students created 
their own family treasures to observe the mitzvot of Shabbat and Pesach. Beautiful challah boards, Seder plates 
and kiddush cups will now be the center of  so many of our families’ Shabbat and Pesach tables.
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The Men’s Club of Merrick Jewish Centre continued its support of our youth in educational and social en-
deavors and its active calendar of virtual events. 

The Men’s Club received a request that the Club provide subsidies for three children of MJC members to 
attend Camp Ramah this summer. We agreed to contribute the requested amount, $500 for each child. 
The funds will come from the Paul Stone Youth Activities Fund which was established for such a purpose. 
We wish each of these individuals a rewarding summer and hope that we will be able to support these 
worthy endeavors in the years to come.

In terms of programming, each month throughout the year Richard Knox and Elliot Hymes have run inter-
esting and informative trivia programs. Thank you, Richard and Elliot. Many thanks go out to Steve Kussin 
for his outstanding proposal, organization and execution of our annual Paid Up Membership Program featur-
ing a Question and Answer session with Evan Roberts, co-afternoon anchor of Sports Radio – WFAN, and 
a free kosher Chinese meal from Wing Wan to dues paid-up members. It was definitely a most enjoyable 
evening.

On behalf of Men’s Club, I would like to wish two of our active members, Steve Davis and Richard Knox, 
and their families all the best as they venture away from the Merrick/Bellmore community to be closer to 
their grandkids. We thank Steve and Rich for all they have contributed to Men’s Club. Both have indicated 
they would like to continue virtually in the Club, which is most appreciated and indeed shows their commit-
ment to Men’s Club.

I wish all of the MJC community a healthy and enjoyable summer. 

Glenn Friedman
Merrick Jewish Centre
Men’s Club President

Our Sisterhood year is winding down. Recently we had a craft event creating adorable sock monkeys 
taught by the very talented Mary Greenfield. What a fun way to repurpose socks without partners! This 
was our first hybrid event with some of our members in-person and some on Zoom. Thanks to Lisa Schutz-
man and Jen Gellman for coordinating.

We are presently working on a virtual Jewish Trivia event so please watch your emails for details. In addi-
tion we will be meeting over the summer to plan our upcoming calendar. We look forward to sharing ideas 
and creating new programs.

Thanks to all who participated in our virtual activities over the course of the pandemic.  
It was great to be able to “see” each other even if only on our screens. We’re looking forward to transition-
ing back to in-person events as Covid restrictions ease.

I want to thank the Sisterhood board for all of their help, talent, creativity and patience as my presidency 
ends. Your support is truly appreciated and much needed! At the risk of omitting anyone I am just going to 
say “todah rabah” to all. It was an honor to serve as your president.

Anita Cohen
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On May 4, 2021, Harriet R. Feldman was recognized by Pace University with the Changemaker in Health Care 
Award. Harriet has held administrative roles at Pace since 1993. She was Dean and Professor of Lienhard 
School of Nursing from 1993 to 2010, when she was appointed Interim Provost. As Interim Provost, she was 
able to make university-wide changes in support of faculty, students, and the university as a whole. 

After a brief sabbatical, in January 2013 she assumed the position of Dean of the College of Health Profes-
sions and the Lienhard School of Nursing. Since then, enrollment has nearly doubled in the College and 10 
new majors were added. From 2006-2010 and 2019-2020, Dr. Feldman concurrently served as Interim Dean 
of the Pace University School of Education. 

Harriet is a Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing, a member of Sigma Theta Tau International Nursing 
Honor Society and the American Association of Colleges of Nursing, and a Fellow of the New York Academy 
of Medicine. On June 30, 2021, she steps down from her position as dean and transitions to a part-time role 
as Chief Wellness Officer at Pace University.  
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We mourn the loss of our dear member
Victor Kastel

And extend sincere condolences to the
   Entire Kastel Family

We want to hear from YOU!
Do you have something to contribute? 

Is there something you would like to see 
in future issues of the MJC Bulletin?

Contact Howard Zryb at 
hzryb@aol.com

with your ideas and suggestions.

Do you know that the Merrick Jewish Centre now 
has its own YouTube Channel? 

You can find sermons, classes, and recordings 
of special events all on the Merrick Jewish Centre 

YouTube Channel. 

You can go to our website (www.merrickjc.org) 
and click on the link for the YouTube Channel, 
and there you will find a long and growing list 

of videos available.

Clothing Donation?

Drop off your bags in the Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
bin located in the back of our parking lot, and the 

office will provide you with a tax receipt. Too many 
bags to carry? Call the office and a volunteer will 

be happy to schedule a home pickup.
Thank you!

MJC Helpline
We’re here to listen and offer support 

during this crisis.

Please call 516-379-8650

We have assembled a team of wonderfully 
capable mental health professionals to offer phone 

counseling to our members who feel the need 
to speak with a caring therapist. Your Rabbis are 

also available. Please leave a message and a team 
member will return your call.

Virtual Minyan Services
Morning Servies:

Monday & Thursday 6:30 am
 Friday at 6:45 am Saturday 9:30 am, Sunday at 8:30 am  

Evening Services
Sunday through Thursday at 8 pm

Friday Shabbat at 6:15 pm

Zoom meeting ID: 649-098-3015
Password: Mitzvah613

Zoom call in phone number: 1-929-205-6099
ID: 649-098-3015

Password: 6489824613

We invite you to visit the 
Merrick Jewish Centre website

www.merrickjc.org
Check out our CALENDAR for upcoming events

Visit our PHOTO GALLERY
Check out our BULLETIN BOARD
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by Benjamin Kerstein 

“I’m just like Anne Frank,” Bob Dylan sings on his 
latest album, “like Indiana Jones, and them British bad 
boys the Rolling Stones.”

The strange confluence of these images - an icon of 
the tragedy of the Holocaust, a blockbuster movie 
character and a British rock band - seems to sum up 
the extraordinary and extraordinarily enduring enigma 
that is Bob Dylan.

Easily one of America’s most legendary musicians, 
Dylan has been recording for six decades; touring for 
just as long; been called the voice of his generation, a 
washed-up has-been and one of the great comebacks 
in music history; and picked up an Oscar and a Nobel 
Prize along the way. Yet he never enjoyed a number 
one hit until a few months ago, when “Murder Most 
Foul,” with its desperate, daunting and disconcertingly 
serene portrayal of the killing of JFK and the sweep of 
recent American history somehow caught the anxiety 
of our present moment.

Despite those decades of success and adulation, and 
sometimes dismissal and contempt, Dylan has re-
mained a carefully‐cultivated mystery. In an age of ab-
solute social media nakedness, Dylan is that strangest 
thing - a pop culture icon who has managed to remain 
all but unknowable, a strange series of labyrinths and 
masks, a Russian doll whose layers peeled back one 
by one reveal nothing.

However, with the release of his new album “Rough 
and Rowdy Ways,” which has swiftly become, of all 
things, the hit of the pandemic, it seems worth reflect-

ing on a possible solution to the mystery of who Dylan 
really is - he is a quintessentially Jewish artist, and 
perhaps the greatest Jewish artist of the past century.

To say the least, this is a daring assertion. When we 
have a century that has produced Jewish artists from 
Philip Roth to Stanley Kubrick, putting Dylan at the top 
is a hard sell, even with a Nobel Prize thrown into the 
equation. Even more daunting, perhaps, is to attempt 
to figure out what kind of Jewish artist the ex-Robert 
Zimmerman might be.

One comparison might prove revealing - if there is any 
clearly Jewish artist who is closest to Dylan, it would 
be Leonard Cohen. They are both folk-based sing-
er-songwriters whose poetic lyrics captured the mood 
of a generation; restless artists whose integrity and 
uncompromising work seemed to defy trends and the 
relentless commerciality of the music business.

Cohen, however, is a much easier sell as a Jewish 
artist. Indeed, he was Jewish to the point of exhibi-
tionism, never - unlike so many artists, including Dylan 
- changing his obviously Jewish name, and he littered 
his work with Jewish resonances and echoes, while 
remaining publicly close to Israel and Jewish tradition.

Dylan is a very different kind of Jewish artist. Steeped 
in the Americana (that is, mostly non-Jewish) music 
tradition, he has played folk, blues, rock n’ roll, gos-
pel, country, indeed almost everything, but except 
for one brief moment on a Chabad telethon, nothing 
resembling Jewish music. At the same time, his lyrics, 
with a few exceptions, such as “Forever Young” with 
its “may God bless and keep you always” and the 
pro-Israel anthem “Neighborhood Bully,” seem bereft 

Bob Dylan Is America’s Greatest Jewish Artist
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of Jewish references. He even briefly abandoned his 
ancestry to convert to fundamentalist Christianity, 
though - at least according to Chabad - he later came 
back into the fold.

Yet there are strong, if quiet, indications that Juda-
ism remains important to Dylan. He has been pho-
tographed wearing tefillin at the Western Wall, is 
rumored to have studied Talmud and Kabbalah, briefly 
flirted with the JDL, considered joining a kibbutz, and 
has obviously been highly influenced by biblical litera-
ture.

Indeed, while his songs generally lack direct quotes, 
the prophetic literature in particular may be the stron-
gest of all Dylan’s myriad influences, from the apoc-
alyptic imagery of songs like “A Hard Rain’s a-Gonna 
Fall” to declarations in “Rough and Rowdy Ways” of 
“I aint no false prophet” and “thump on the Bible, 
proclaim the creed.”

The question then remains: what kind of Jewish artist 
is Bob Dylan? The answer probably lies in the simple 
fact that Bob Dylan is a Diaspora Jew. In the Diaspo-
ra, Jews who do not completely cloister themselves 
- such as Haredi Jews - must engage with the larger 
society, which is overwhelmingly non-Jewish. This 
creates an interesting paradox - in being different 
from the larger society, a Jew must always be, to 
some extent, an outsider. But in being an outsider, 
he also stands at a strange remove from that larger 
society, and this gives him a unique perspective, so 
that he often understands that society better than its 
mainstream members. Put simply, the Diaspora Jew 
understands non-Jews and their culture better than 
they understand themselves.

And in this, there is also a certain freedom. In having 
to adapt themselves to a vast and sometimes cruel 
non-Jewish culture, Jews always have a choice in 
how to do so. One choice is, like Leonard Cohen, to 
proclaim oneself, to embrace difference, and live, one 
might say, out of the closet. Another is to make the 
usually futile attempt to assimilate completely, which 
in its extreme becomes self-hatred.

But there is another choice: To embrace the freedom 
born of difference. To play with the paradox of simul-
taneously belonging and not belonging. To make of 
one’s difference a source of fertility and creativity rath-
er than neurosis. And this, more than anything else, is 
what Dylan has done.

Indeed, Dylan has never assimilated into the United 
States, he has assimilated the United States into 
himself. He has become the great myths and forms 
of America, and then remade them in his own im-
age, swirling them together into something new and 
strange, but also exciting and original.

His work encompasses the entirety of American cul-
ture: its writers and poets, its singers and musicians, 
its movie stars and cultural icons, its presidents and 
slaves, its revolutionary bards and reactionary rebels, 
its tragedies from the murder of Medgar Evers to the 
sinking of the Titanic to the Kennedy assassination - 
again, almost everything. And if he were not Jewish, 
there is no way that he could stand outside, take it all 
in, and turn it into something as different and creative 
as he himself is. As he once wrote, “I’m gazing out 
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the window of the St. James Hotel, and I know no one 
can sing the blues like Blind Willie McTell.”

And this, in turn, gives him what the Diaspora has 
always given Jews: the ability to become what you 
want to be, to forge an identity independent of the 
strictures of being part of a consensus society. Living 
as one among a very different many, the Diaspora Jew 
must wear masks, he must play with identity, he must 
become one of them and not one of them, and above 
all, he must be quick on his feet, able to navigate that 
society better than its own members, and always 
retain that sense of play and humor that has kept the 
Jews alive across so many centuries of being strang-
ers to everyone but themselves, and is so evident in 
all of Dylan’s work.

Dylan plays with that series of masks, becoming and 
becoming again; often, one imagines, watching glee-
fully as the world yet again tries to figure him out.

And there is one other quintessentially Jewish quality 
that drives this fertile playfulness with which Dylan 

has always been one of and the other to American 
society. He himself points to it in the first song of his 
new album: “I go right to the edge. I go right to the 
end. I go right where all things lost are made good 
again.”

If there is any quality that defines the Jews, it is that 
we do things right to the edge and right to the end. 
We are not a people of half-measures. When we do 
something, we do it all the way, without compromise 
or equivocation, for good or for ill.

This has sometimes been our Achilles’ Heel, but it is 
also our greatest strength, and in many ways, Dylan 
personifies it more than any Jewish artist of the past 
century, and as such, ought to be placed at the head 
of his peers, “where all things lost are made good 
again.”

Benjamin Kerstein is the Israel correspondent for The Alge-
meiner.

Copyright ©2020 Algemeiner.com. All Rights Reserved.
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by Dr. Yvette Alt Miller
from Aish.com 

The story behind Israel’s flag and why it’s a potent 
symbol for Jews worldwide. Israel’s beautiful flag 
seems so familiar, yet when it was adopted one fine 
October day generations ago, it was only after months 
of intense debate. Here’s the story behind Israel’s 
national flag - and some facts about the hopes and ha-
treds that Israel’s flag has stirred through the years.

“At Basel I founded the Jewish State….”

In the late 1800s, most of the world’s Jews lived in 
Europe. Many were rapidly assimilating into wider 
non-Jewish culture – including one highly educated 
Jewish lawyer, Budapest-born Theodor Herzl. After 
earning his law degree at the prestigious University of 
Vienna in 1884, Herzl wrote plays and the occasional 
piece for newspapers and magazines. He’d written for 
the Viennese newspaper Neue Freie Presse, and in 
1891 that paper asked him to travel to Paris and report 
on a military court martial of a Jewish officer there 
named Alfred Dreyfus.

When Herzl and his wife arrived in Paris, they could 
hardly believe the situation there: the charges against 
Captain Dreyfus were patently false, and his court 
martial was drenched in anti-Semitism. Dreyfus’ trial 
split France, stirring up intense hatred of Jews. Herzl 
had witnessed anti-Semitism in his homeland of the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, but he’d thought that France, 

home of the French Revolution and the Declaration of 
the Rights of Man, would be different.

Herzl became convinced that Europe’s Jews were in 
grave danger, and that they urgently needed a home-
land of their own. For millennia, Jews all around the 
world had fervently prayed for the moment when they 
could return to the land of Israel and once again dwell 
in their own Jewish country. Herzl decided to do all he 
could to make this dream a reality. After years of writ-
ing and meeting with Jewish leaders around the world, 
Herzl convened the First Zionist World Congress in Ba-
sel, Switzerland, in 1897. There, he and a succession 
of other Jewish leaders called for a Jewish country. 
One of the items they discussed was the makeup of a 
future Jewish national flag.

After the Zionist Congress concluded, Theodor Herzl 
wrote in his diary: “At Basel I founded the Jewish 
State. If I say this out loud today, I would be greeted 
by universal laughter. In five years perhaps, and cer-
tainly in fifty years, everyone will perceive it.” (Theodor 
Herzl, September 3, 1897). Though he didn’t live to see 
it, Herzl’s words were prophetic: forty nine years, two 
months and two weeks later, the State of Israel was 
established.

“Here is our National Flag!”

At the Zionist Congress in Basel, Herzl raised the 
question of what form a flag for the new Jewish state 
would be. As delegates discussed the matter, one 

German Jewish Zionist named David 
Wolffsohn stood up and captivated the 
attention of all the delegates.
David Wolffsohn was born into a 
traditional Jewish family in Lithuania 
in 1856. He eventually moved to the 
German city of Cologne and became a 
successful businessman – and worked 
tirelessly to help build a Jewish state 
and to aid his fellow Jews. When he 
heard that Theodor Herzl was call-
ing for a Jewish country, Wolffsohn 
travelled to Vienna to meet with him. 
Wolffsohn established a group teach-
ing Jews how to farm and supported 
new farming settlements in the Land 
of Israel. In 1885, Jewish farmers cele-
brated the third anniversary of estab-
lishing the bustling Jewish agricultural 
town Rishon Lezion in modern-day 

 Flag seen at the 3rd Zionist Congress in Basel, 1899
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The flag of Rishon Lezion.

Israel by erecting a blue and white flag. Variations on this 
flag featuring blue stripes and a Jewish star fast became 
symbols of the burgeoning Zionist movement.

At the First Zionist Congress, as delegates around the 
world debated the flag, Wolffsohn is said to have stood 
up and pulled out his tallit, his Jewish prayer shawl, and 
asked: “Why do we have to search? Here is our national 
flag!” and waved his tallit with its two blue stripes on a 
white background to the assembled crowd.

Wolffsohn later recalled: “At the behest of our leader 
Herzl, I came to Basel to make preparations for the 
Zionist Congress. Among many other problems that 
occupied me then was one which contained something 
of the essence of the Jewish problem. What flag would 
hang in the Congress Hall? Then an idea struck me. We 
have a flag – and it is blue and white. The tallit (prayer 
shawl) with which we wrap ourselves when we pray; 
that is our symbol. Let us take this tallit from its bag and 
unroll it before the eyes of Israel and the eyes of all na-
tions. So I ordered a blue and white flag with the Shield 

of David painted upon it. That is how the national flag, 
that flew over Congress Hall, came into being.”
Soon, the familiar blue and white stripes framing a 
Jewish star became the official flag of the Zionist 
movement.

Blue Stripes and a Jewish Star

The blue stripes that decorate many traditional Jewish 
prayer shawls have their origins in the Torah, which 
commands that the Children of Israel “shall make 
themselves tzitzit (fringes) on the corner of their 
garments, throughout their generations.” In ancient 
times, it was common for men to wear shawl-like gar-
ments; Jewish men were distinctive in having fringes 
at the corners, which reminded them of God and His 
commandments to the Jewish people. (In Hebrew, 
each letter also has a numerical value: the numerical 
value of the word for fringes, tzitzit, adds up to 600. 
Adding this to the five knots and eight strings that 
make up each corner of tzitzit equals 613, the number 
of commandments in the Torah.)

In ancient times, one thread of each tzitzit was made 
up of wool dyed a beautiful blue color: “and they 
shall place upon the tzitzit of each corner a thread of 
turquoise (techelet) wool. It shall constitute tzitzit for 
you, that you may see it and remember all the com-
mandments of God and perform them…” (Numbers 
15:37-39). Blue is a special color in Judaism: God 
is described metaphorically as sitting on a sapphire 
throne; blue also reminds us of the color of the sky 
and recalls the infinite nature of creation.
While there is no requirement that Jewish prayer 
shawls contain blue stripes, many do as a way of 
recalling the blue color our ancestors wore.

Jewish stars are a more recent Jewish symbol. The 
Magen David, or Shield of David, is a concept men-
tioned in the Talmud – Jewish liturgy refers to God 
as Magen David, the protector of King David and the 
Jewish people, and the Talmud describes the Shield 
of David protecting him and his descendants (Talmud 
Pesachim 117b). In the Middle Ages, the Shield of 
David began to be represented with a six pointed star 
in Jewish communities, starting in Prague and spread-
ing to other areas.

The six points of the Jewish star have beautiful mysti-
cal interpretations: the six pointed star consists of two 
arrows, one pointing up to the Heavens and one down 
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to the Earth, representing the interaction between the 
Divine and the physical realm. The six points of the 
star can also be said to represent the six days of the 
week, with Shabbat represented by the inner space. 
The twelve lines that make up the circumference of 
the Jewish star can also represent the twelve Tribes 
of Israel. The star shape is also said to recall the rein-
forced shields that King David and his soldiers used 
when they conquered the city of Jerusalem and made 
it the Jewish capital city.

“Jewish” Flag

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, Zionist groups ex-
perimented with different flag variations. In addition to 
the two blue strips and the Jewish star, some groups 
added the word “Maccabee” to their flags. Herzl 
created a version that included golden stars: he wrote 
on June 14, 1895: “The flag that was raised in my 
thoughts, maybe a white flag with seven gold stars. 
And the white field meant our new, pure lives. The 
stars are the (seven) working hours” of the workday.
When the Jewish state these Jews long planned was 
finally about to become a reality, some Israeli leaders 
worried that using the popular blue and white Zionist 
flag for the new country could leave Jews open to 
charges of dual loyalty. Moshe Sharrett, who would 
go on to serve as Israel’s second Prime Minister in 
1954, suggested that Israel make a change to the 
Zionist flag “so as to avoid complications for Jewish 
communities when they raise the international flag of 
the Jewish people, namely the Zionist flag, and mis-
understandings may occur, or the impression might 
be that they are flying the flag of a state of which they 
are not citizens.”

Sharrett and other Israeli leaders sent letters to 
some of the major Zionist leaders in Jewish com-
munities around the world. They wrote to Dr. Chaim 
Weizmann, President of the Zionist Organization who 
was soon to become the first President of the State 
of Israel, and others. The word came back: Jews 
around the world who’d labored so hard to help bring 
the State of Israel into being wanted the Zionist flag 
to be the new nation’s flag. “We feel that the fear of 
complications as a result of use of the flag at Zionist 
gatherings overseas has been somewhat exaggerat-
ed,” explained Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, an American 
Zionist leader, in his letter to the new Israeli Govern-
ment.

Instead of changing the blue and white flag design, 
some of the proposed alterations were instead 
incorporated into other emblems in Israel. The Lion 
of Judah, which some had suggested replace the 
Jewish star in the center of Israel’s flag, became the 
logo of the City of Jerusalem. The seven golden stars 
that Herzl had suggested are incorporated into the of-
ficial emblems of the cities of Tel Aviv and Herzliyah. 
The two tablets – representing the Torah – that some 
had suggested replace the Jewish star in Israel’s flag, 
instead became the symbol of the Chief Rabbinate of 
Israel.

On October 28, 1948 the familiar blue and white flag 
of the Zionist movement was adopted as the official 
flag of the new Jewish state.

Pen-Drawn Flag

When the United Nations published its Partition Plan 
giving approval for a Jewish state in the Land of Israel 
for the first time in eighteen hundred years, in 1947, 
it included a port on the Red Sea for the new Jewish 
country. As soon as Israel declared independence, 
however, the Jordanian Army quickly seized the port, 
in contravention of international law.

Jordan wasn’t the only nation to immediately declare 
war on Israel. Moments after declaring independence 
on May 14, 1948, Israel was invaded by the armies of 
five countries: Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and Iraq. 
Saudi Arabia also sent its army to fight, battling the 
Jewish soldiers under the flag of Egypt’s forces. For 
months, Israel battled impossible odds; it seemed at 
any moment the tiny Jewish state would be overrun 
and its citizens massacred.

The fighting lasted for months. Finally, in March 1949, 
Israel launched the final military campaign of the War 
of Independence, Operation Uvdah (“Established 
Fact”). Israeli soldiers raced south through the Negev 
Desert, arriving in the town of Eilat, on the Red Sea, 
on March 10, 1949. Hearing that Israeli soldiers were 
on the way, the Jordanian forces guarding the town 
had fled. Israeli soldiers entered the abandoned police 
headquarters in Eilat – and procured Israel a vital port 
on the Red Sea at last.
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One problem arose: the company had no Israeli 
flag to fly from the newly acquired police station. A 
soldier hastily took out a ballpoint pen and drew the 
newly-adopted flag on a sheet. Soldiers then tore 
off a Jewish Star from a first aid kid and sewed the 
beloved emblem onto the center of the sheet. This 
handmade Israeli flag was hoisted to the top of Eilat’s 
police headquarters – the last military action in Israel’s 
long, hard-fought War of Independence.

Hating Israel’s Flag

Throughout Israel’s history, some have spread mali-
cious, untrue rumors about supposedly evil motives 
or secrets behind the Israeli flag. PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat used to falsely assert that Israel’s flag meant 
the country wanted to invade its neighbors: “Do you 
know what the meaning of the Israeli flag is?... It is 
white with two blue lines. The two lines represent 
two rivers, and in between is Israel. The rivers are 
the Nile and the Euphrates,” he falsely declared in an 
interview with Playboy in September 1988.

For years, many people around the world have de-
monized and heaped scorn on the Israeli flag. Last 
year, a British parliamentary candidate was forced 
to apologize for Tweets she wrote saying that Isra-
el’s flag made her feel “sick” and was “offensive”. 
In 2019, Greek fans protested Israeli soccer team 
Hapoel Jerusalem by burning Israeli flags (and waving 
the flags of Hezbollah instead). In July 2020, Germa-
ny’s Parliament made it illegal to burn Israeli flags 
– an action sadly necessitated by the demonization 
of Israel’s national flag and several instances where 
mobs burned Israel’s flag in German cities to express 
their hatred for Jews and the Jewish state.

5,000 Flags

In 2018, to help mark Israel’s 70th anniversary, 
200,000 fans of the Jewish state around the world 
signed 5,000 Israeli flags. People from all walks of 
life – including children, cultural and spiritual figures, 
political figures and ordinary people – wrote words of 
blessings and good wishes on the flags. Messages 
were written in languages including Chinese, Russian, 
and Arabic – people participated in the project from 
across Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia and the Ameri-
cas.

The 5,000 signed Israeli flags now rest in a time cap-
sule in Jerusalem’s Ammunition Hill, which was the 
site of heavy fighting during Israel’s War of Indepen-
dence. Israelis will open the capsule in 2048 – just 
in time to celebrate Israel’s Centenary Anniversary. 
Alon Vald, who organized the project, explained that 
“we are showing that our flag is not just about death 
and battlefields, it’s about our nation’s future.” The 
enthusiasm of hundreds of thousands of well wishers 
across the globe brought him to tears: “Two hundred 
thousand blessings cannot go wrong,” he said of the 
thousands of beautiful signed Israeli flags.

1949 Israel postage stamp, the first to feature 
the newly adopted Israel flag
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By David Waldstein
March 25, 2021

Elie Kligman is a switch-hitter with power. He has 
pitched no-hitters, and he can snatch the ball with cool 
precision from any spot in the infield. He is a star in ev-
ery way at Cimarron-Memorial High School in Las Vegas, 
with dreams of reaching even greater heights.

He is also shomer Shabbat, meaning he observes the 
strict rules of the Jewish sabbath and cannot - and will 
not - play ball on Friday nights or Saturday afternoons 
before the sun goes down.

Based on talent and desire, Kligman is good enough to 
realistically entertain his dream of playing Major League 
Baseball, or at least top level college ball. But he knows 
his devotion to his faith could shatter that dream before 
it starts, and he is ready to accept that.

And even if a big league team were to offer Kligman 
a $10 million signing bonus, with the promise that he 
would be playing in front of 40,000 people later this 
summer - provided he agrees to play on the sabbath - he 
insists he would stand firm in his conviction.

“No,” Kligman said when asked if he could be enticed to 
break his religious obligations. “That day of Shabbas is 
for God. I’m not going to change that.”

Many Jewish players have declined to play on certain 
religious holidays through the decades, mainly on Yom 
Kippur and Rosh Hashana. One of the most notable in-
stances came when Sandy Koufax, the Hall of Fame left-
hander, chose not to pitch in Game 1 of the 1965 World 
Series because it fell on Yom Kippur. (His replacement, 
Don Drysdale, got shelled, and when Manager Walter 
Alston removed him in the third inning, Drysdale said, “I 
bet right now you wish I was Jewish, too.”)

But missing the occasional game in October is noth-
ing compared with sitting out every Friday night and 
Saturday afternoon game. The concept could prove 
particularly tricky in college, where many programs play 
doubleheaders on those days. It will be a challenge, but 
Kligman and his family have been working through the 
same obstacles ever since Elie and his younger brother 
Ari, 16, were small boys.

Observant Jews may not work during a 25-hour period 
from sundown on Friday until dark on Saturday, nor 
may they use electricity or, for some, tie knots, such 
as the ones found on baseball spikes. They may not 
tear clothing, like the uniform pants which can be 
shorn when a player slides into second base, and 
they may not turn the soil, which is technically what 
happens whenever spikes rip into grass or the infield 
dirt. Most of all, it is a day intended to be set apart for 
spiritual reflection.

For Kligman, it is nonnegotiable. As much as he loves 
baseball, he will not forsake his religious beliefs, even 
if it could eventually thwart everything he has been 
working toward. If there is a way around the conflict, 
it largely depends on whether he is good enough - 
some in baseball believe he could be - in which case, 
colleges and then major league teams might make the 
concessions necessary to allow him to stay true to 
himself and his religion, and still play ball.

He is only 18, with quite a long way to go, but Kligman 
has already embarked on a journey to make baseball 
history.

“My goal is to become the first Shabbas observant 
player in Major League Baseball,” he said.

One advantage he has is his father, Marc Kligman, a 
former catcher and outfielder with a self-described 
“nondescript career” at Johns Hopkins University. 

Longing for a shot at the Majors, but sitting out the Sabbath

Kligman is being guided by his father, Marc, who in addition to being 
his high school coach is also a lawyer and baseball agent.Credit...Amr 
Alfiky/The New York Times
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A lawyer, Marc Kligman is also a licensed baseball 
agent, and he understands the landscape that pros-
pects must navigate in order to fulfill their dreams. 
But his son’s quest is different from theirs.

Over the years, Marc Kligman has had to petition his 
sons’ little leagues, pony leagues, travel programs, 
high schools and all-star scouting events to make 
scheduling accommodations so his boys would be 
able to play as many games as possible. He said 
those efforts have generally been successful, as 
most people have tried to help.

Still, there have been missed games and hard discus-
sions. The first time it happened, when Elie was 8, 
he sat out a Saturday playoff game. During a moment 
alone with his son, Marc asked Elie how he was 
doing. Elie said he felt left out, but that Shabbas was 
more important.

“I was blown away,” Marc Kligman said. “Here’s a 
kid who won’t put God second. But he believes that 
the two can coexist. He’s got six days of the week 
to do everything he can to be a baseball player, and 
if colleges and Major League Baseball aren’t inclined 
to make any changes, then we’ll take what we can 
get.”

The Kligmans say there are a handful of college 
coaches - the family will not identify them, yet — 
who are aware of Elie’s convictions and still want 
him to play for their teams.

Elie is 6-foot, about 185 pounds and ranked by Prep 
Baseball Report as the No. 14 prospect in Nevada, 
and he performed well at a recent scouting event 
hosted by the publication, which had 65 pro scouts 
in attendance. Brett Harrison, who scouts Nevada 
for the report and has seen Kligman play many 
times, said that he has the tools and the baseball 
knowledge to make an impact at a Power 5 college 
program within a year or two.

“I think with his ability to pitch and play several po-
sitions well, he will add inherent value wherever he 
ends up going,” Harrison said.

Kligman’s current coach is Mike Hubel, a former 
minor league player, who has been coaching for 25 
years, the last 22 at Cimarron-Memorial. Many of 
his players have advanced to play at major college 
programs and several have made it to the majors. 
He says Elie Kligman has the talent and the drive to 
become a good pro, but is uncertain how colleges 
and professional teams - and the leagues they play 

Kligman is a star pitcher for Cimarron-Memorial High School.
Credit...Amr Alfiky/The New York Times
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in - will view his religious restrictions, which Hubel 
acknowledged can be tricky to negotiate at times, 
even for a high school team that is willing to accom-
modate them.

“I think it’s going to be a challenge,” Hubel said, “but 
then again, if you find a good Division I program with 
a good coach that’s willing to allow it, then it won’t 
be a problem. He’s a phenomenal teammate. He 
doesn’t talk with his mouth, he talks with his glove 
and his bat, and he can back it up.”

In some ways, professional baseball - if Kligman gets 
that far - could be a better fit, if only because of a key 
necessity of one position on the field.

Of all the characteristics that determine where play-
ers are positioned on the baseball field - athleticism, 
power and whether a player is left- or right-handed 
- religion has rarely, if ever, been a factor. But as 
random as it may sound, Kligman’s devout Judaism is 
the reason he is now concentrating on catching.
Owing to the physical and mental strain of the posi-
tion, catchers are given regular days off during the 
week. In the professional ranks, it is often one of the 
weekend afternoon games — potentially an adapt-
able fit for Kligman.

Kligman began focusing on catching this year be-
cause that could be the best long-term route to a 
career in baseball. He has the arm, the hands and the 
brains for the position, Hubel 
said, and the hope is that if Klig-
man makes it to the profession-
al ranks, his days off could be 
set for Friday night and Saturday 
afternoon.

With many teams now playing 
Saturday night games, Kligman 
could even arrive after the sun 
has set and play in those, too. 
He has done it numerous times. 
The Kligmans wrap up their 
sabbath observance with the 
Havdalah ceremony - a ritual 
commemorating the end of the 
sabbath, in which participants 
sip wine (or grape juice on 
game day), light a candle, sniff 

a sweet spice to recall the sweetness of the day, say 
a prayer - and then Elie and Ari jump in their uniforms 
and zoom off to a game.

“We can do Havdalah, get dressed in their uniforms 
and be out the door in less than 10 minutes,” Marc 
Kligman said. “Really efficient.”

As word of Elie Kligman’s talent and aspirations have 
spread through the Jewish community, he has be-
come a popular speaker on video chat calls at Jewish 
day schools and synagogues across the country. 

The younger children want to know what number he 
wears and what his batting average is. The older ones 
want to know how hard his sacrifice is.
Kligman explains that what he is doing is for God, so 
there is no feeling of sacrifice.

“It’s pretty amazing that they are interested in my 
life,” he said. “It kind of gives them hope that, if that’s 
what you really want to do, you can play baseball. But 
just not on Shabbas.”

Reprinted from the New York Times

He is also a switch-hitter with defensive versatility.
Credit...Amr Alfiky/The New York Times
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BAR/BAT MITZVAHS
Zachary Babitz
Joseph Litman
Sam Schonfeld
Eli Kessel
Cole Stern
Rachel Schnaier
Noah Arstark
Emily Kesler
Noah Carrasquillo
Madison Higgins
Hayden Broner
Oren Kichel
Chase Goldberg
Ben Roth
Jacob Saltzman

BIRTHS
Shelly Rosenblum on the birth of her grandson, Milo Simon Rosenblum, son of Emily & Ian Rosenblum.
Marcia & Mel Friedman on the birth of their granddaughter, Olivia Joy Friedman, daughter of Todd & Lisa Friedman.
Randye & David Cohen on the birth of their grandson, Wesley Grant Schenkein son of Samantha & Steven Schenkein.
Lois & Jay Stein in honor of the birth of their grandson Logan Ross Stein.
Rhonda & Jeff Mutterperl on the birth of their grandson, Ryder Jack Hanover, son of Jessica & Chad Hanover.
Linda & Larry Feinberg on the birth of their great-granddaughter, Elka Miriam Feinberg.
Mitchell & Beth Davis and Ellen & Bill Breitman on the birth of their grandson, Jordan Milo Breitman.

CONDOLENCES
Steven Scheinkopf on the loss of his dear father, Danny Scheinkopf
The family of Victor Kastel
Howard Stern on the loss of his beloved mother Inge Nora Stern
Eric Danseyar on the loss of his dear father Stuart Danseyar

ENGAGEMENTS
Ilene & Howie Segal in honor of the engagement of their daughter Heather Segal to Michael Hyman.
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CHESED FUND
In appreciation of
Rabbi Klein from Dan & Brenda Geier
Shelley Rosenblum for our friendship from Steven & Andrea Davis
Tina & Ira Blankstein for our friendship from Steven & Andrea Davis
Sharyn & Steve Kussin for our friendship from Steven & Andrea Davis
Sarah Wexler for our friendship from Steven & Andrea Davis
Dana & Richard Knox for our friendship from Steven & Andrea Davis

In honor of
Ilene & Howie Segal on the engagement of their daughter Heather to Michael Hyman from Alan & Ellen Sussman
the birth of Logan Ross Stein, grandson of Lois & Dr. Jay Stein from Alan & Ellen Sussman
the birth of Milo Simon Rosenblum, grandson of Shelley Rosenblum from Alan & Ellen Sussman
the Bar Mitzvah of Sam Schonfeld from Alan & Ellen Sussman
the 45th Anniversary of Dana & Richard Knox from Eric Knox
the birthdays of Mary and Steve Greenfield from Lenny and Lois Kaufman
Shelley Rosenblum new grandson Milo from Linda & Howard Zryb
Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson Sam from Mindy & Ed Goldstein
the Bat Mitzvah of Lilly Klein granddaughter of Rabbi & Betty Klein from Phyllis Goldberg & Peter Donath
the Bar Mitzvah of Sam Schonfeld from Raymond & Rose Cohen
Geri & Barry Silverman’s son passing the CPA exam from Robert & Marilyn Hochhauser
Dana & Richard Knox & Andrea & Steve Davis from Ronald & Linda Rosen
Shelley Rosenblum on the birth of grandson Milo Rosenblum from Ronald & Linda Rosen
Terry Mermelstein’s 100th Birthday from Ronald & Linda Rosen
Terry Mermelstein’s 100th Birthday from Sarah Wexler
Andrea & Steve Davis on your move from Sarah Wexler
Dana & Richard Knox on your move from Sarah Wexler
Sam Schonfeld on becoming a Bar Mitzvah from Sarah Wexler & family 
Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson Sam from Sarah Wexler
the Bar Mitzvah of Joseph Litman from Sarah Wexler
Phyllis Goldberg’s grandson Mason on his graduation from college from Shelley Rosenblum
the Bat Mitzvah of Lilly Klein granddaughter of Rabbi & Betty Klein from Shelley Rosenblum
Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson Sam from Shelley Rosenblum
the college graduation of Mason grandson of Phyllis Goldberg from Steven & Andrea Davis
the birth of Olivia Joy Friedman, granddaughter of Marcia & Mel Friedman from Susan Mundhenk
Sam Schonfeld for your Bar Mitzvah from Susan Blumberg

In memory of
father William Stam from Albert & Ruth Stam
Victor Kastel from Lewis & Linda Altman
Victor Kastel from Linda & Howard Zryb
Paul Silberberg from Louella Silberberg
Augusta Podolsky from Louella Silberberg
Rebecca Podolsky from Louella Silberberg
Edith Wulach aunt of Dottie from Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser
Bill Schier from Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser
Maxine Davis from Mitchell Davis
mother Sylvia Davis from Mitchell Davis
Stanley Cohen father of Ray Cohen from Raymond & Rose Cohen
Edward Fanuel from Richard & Sherry Schwartz
Stuart Danseyar father of Eric Danseyar from Robin and Mark Knoll
Moshe Weiner from Roger & Karen Blane
Inge Stern mother of Howie Stern from Ruth Katz
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Victor Kastel from Sarah Wexler
Vera Boehm mother of Linda Azmon from Sarita Mlawer
Victor Kastel from Tina and Ira Blankstein 

DR. ALAN KLEIN FUND
In honor of
the Bat Mitzvah of Lilly Klein granddaughter of Rabbi & Betty Klein, daughter of Barry & Ariel from Alan & Ellen Sussman

ENDOWMENT FUND
In honor of
the engagement of Michael Hyman to Heather Segal daughter of Ilene & Howie Segal from Lewis & Linda Altman
Randye & David Cohen on the birth of their grandson from Linda & Lew Altman 
the Bar Mitzvah of Sam Schonfeld grandson of Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser from Linda and Lew Altman
Terry Mermelstein’s 100th Birthday from Linda and Lewis Altman

In memory of
Vic Kastel from Paula and Howard Tiegel
Victor Kastel from Steven and Mary Greenfield

GENERAL FUND
from Eric Lowenstein

In honor of
Lenore Friedman 85th Birthday from Lenore Friedman
Terry Mermelstein in honor of her 100th Birthday from Raina & Jamey Kohn

In memory of
Victor Kastel from Raina & Jamey Kohn
Inga Nora Stern from Steven and Michele Moscovitz

HEBREW SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In honor of
the Bar Mitzvah of Judah Kanter grandson of Norman Weisman from Gary & Karen Sanders

HIGH SCHOOL GRAD AWARD FUND
In memory of
Zachary Portnoy from Irene Levinbook

HOWARD CHASKES FUND
In honor of
Phyllis’ 90th Birthday from Alan & Leslie Chibnik
Linda & Larry Feinberg on becoming great grandparents from Phyllis Chaskes
Rabbi Jack & Kayley from Phyllis Chaskes
the Bar Mitzvah of Sam Schonfeld from Phyllis Chaskes
Rabbi Klein & Betty on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter Lilly Klein from Phyllis Chaskes
Andrea & Steve Davis on their move from Phyllis Chaskes
Barry & Ariel Klein on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter Lilly from Phyllis Chaskes
the Bar Mitzvah of Sam Schonfeld grandson of Judy & Phil Schonfeld from Sandra Pinkus
Dana & Richard Knox on their move from Phyllis Chaskes
the birth of Elka Miriam Feinberg great-granddaughter of Linda & Larry Feinberg from Sandra Pinkus
Ilyse & Scott Schonfeld on the Bar Mitzvah of their son Sam Schonfeld from Sandra Pinkus
Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson Sam Schonfeld from Sandra Pinkus
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In memory of
Bonnie Nachamie from Phyllis Chaskes

IRVING LIPFIELD
Happy Passover from The Gershlak Family, The Pulewitz Family & the Eisenberg Family from Allen & Barri Gershlak

KOZIN FUND
For the speedy recovery of
Joseph Tiegel from Rena and Steven Kozin

In appreciation of
Allison Sussman from Rena Cohen Kozin

In honor of
Howie & Ilene Segal on the engagement of Heather and Michael from Rena and Steven Kozin
Randye & David Cohen on the birth of their grandson Wesley Grant from Rena and Steven Kozin

In memory of
Victor Kastel from Rena and Steven Kozin

MARTIN & DORIS KLEIN FUND
In honor of
Rabbi and Betty Klein’s Granddaughter’s Bat Mitzvah from Linda & Howard Zryb

PAUL STONE YOUTH ACTIVITIES FUND (MEN’S CLUB)
In honor of
the Bar Mitzvah of Joseph Litman from Steven & Sharyn Kussin
the Bar Mitzvah of Noah Arstark from Robert & Marilyn Hochhauser
the High School graduation of Matthew Arstark from Robert & Marilyn Hochhauser

In memory of
Vic Kastel from Dr. Steven & Sharyn Kussin
Paul Stone from Jill Davis
Victor Kastel from Merrick Jewish Centre Men’s Club
Victor Kastel from Steven & Andrea Davis

PJ LIBRARY
In honor of
the Bar Mitzvah of Sam Schonfeld from Barry & Geri Silverman
Marilyn & Rob Hochhauser on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson Sam from Phyllis Goldberg
Rabbi Dermer & Kayley from Raymond & Rose Cohen
the college graduation of Mason grandson of Phyllis Goldberg from Robert & Marilyn Hochhauser

In memory of
Mother of Joel Spielfogel from Michelle and Michael Schwartz

PRAYER BOOK
In honor of
the Bar Mitzvah of Joseph Litman from Allan & Iris Greenberg
the Bar Mitzvah of Zachary Babitz from Allan & Iris Greenberg
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In memory of
Inge Stern mother of Howie Stern from Allan & Iris Greenberg
Paul Stone from Allan & Iris Greenberg
Morris Young from Ira & Hildi Dzigas
Lou Graynor from Ira & Hildi Dzigas

PULPIT FUND RABBI KLEIN
In honor of
the Bat Mitzvah of Lilly Klein the granddaughter of Rabbi & Betty Klein from Gary & Karen Sanders

In memory of
Inge Nora Stern mother of Howie Stern from Barry & Geri Silverman
Victor Kastel from Fred Burns
Inge Nora Stern mother of Howie Stern from Gary & Karen Sanders
Inge Stern mother of Howie Stern from Jack Matza & Amy Rood-Matza
Sarah Febesh from Melvin & Theda Febesh
Victor Kastel from Paul and Jennifer Gellman

SYNAGOGUE FUND
In honor of
Cantor Warschawski from Carol Straus
the Bar Mitzvah of Lucas Rich from Alvin & Mrs. Michele Morrison
Rabbi Dermer from Gary & Karen Sanders
the engagement of Heather Segal daughter of Ilene & Howie Segal from Gary & Karen Sanders
Rabbi Dermer from Jack & Michele Natter
Susan & Nat Litman on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson Joseph Litman from Lewis & Linda Altman

In memory of
David Klapow from Carol Kotz
David Bensol from Philip & Gloria Goldstein

THE ALVIN PERLMUTTER-MEYER SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Steven Scheinkopf on the loss of his dear father, Danny Scheinkopf
The family of Victor Kastel
Howard Stern on the loss of his beloved mother Inge Nora Stern
Eric Danseyar on the loss of his dear father Stuart Danseyar
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In memory of
Father, David Saad from Shlomo Saad
Mother, Betty Finkelstein from Ellen Saad
Husband, Elliott Glasser from Adrienne Glasser
Grandmother, Sara Cohen from Cheryl Uram
Mother, Rene Lasky from Bea Goldberg
Father, David Bronstein from Alan & Norma Bronstein
Arthur Weissman from Alan & Rhonda Weissman
Mollie Goz, mother of Ruth Stam from Albert & Ruth Stam
Joe Lipfield, uncle of Barri Gershlak from Allen & Barri Gershlak
Sarah Gershlak, mother of Alan Gershlak from Allen & Barri Gershlak
Julius Gershalk from Allen & Barri Gershlak
Father-in-law, Joe Orbuch from Arleen Orbuch
Father, Irving Goodson from Arleen Orbuch
Frances Ruderman, mother of Arnie Ruderman from Arnold & Barbara Ruderman
Mother, Ann Weinstein from Arthur & Isabel Sidorsky
Father, Frederick Zissu from Barbara Kushnick
Father, Joseph Zolot from Barry & Barbara Zolot
Adolph Link, grandfather of Barbara Zolot from Barry & Barbara Zolot
Mother, Perle Zolot from Barry & Barbara Zolot
Mother, Yetta Lasky from Barry & Harriet Lasky
Mother, Rose Wilansky from Barry & Judith Wilansky
Friend, Hilda Stoopack from Barry & Ruth Silverman
Father, Herman Renka from Barry & Ruth Silverman
Mother, Etta Silverman from Barry & Ruth Silverman
Mother, Lea Weiss from Barry Klein
Lora Rosenblum from Barry Rosenblum
Mother, Anna Mausner from Bernice Mausner
Sister, Blanche Batnick from Blaine & Joan Land
Wife, Arlene Miller from Bruce Miller
Father, Abraham Heller from Carol Greenberg
Son, Maxwell Kotz from Carol Kotz
Father, Joseph Kleinman from Carol Kotz
Grandfather, Jack Gladstone from Craig & Marcia Maltz
Father, Seymour Greenbaum from Daniel & Ivy Greenburg
Father, Henry Greenburg from Daniel Greenburg
Abe Jacobs from David & Ellen Jacobs
Father, Larry Hirsh from David & Gale Hirsh
Father, Julius Schmier from David & Gale Hirsh
Marvin Michaels from David Goldstein & Joyce Michaels Goldstein
Husband, Aaron Gindi from Deborah Gindi
Sylvia Kaplan from Dennis & Anna Kaplan
Father, Benjamin Scheckner from Dennis & Anna Kaplan
Father, Allen Kaplan from Diane Wildman
Mother, Bessie Brenner from Donald Brenner
Fanni Bugoff from Dorit Bugoff
Mother, Mollie Fund from Douglas & Marcia Melzer
Brother, Shephard Melzer from Douglas & Marcia Melzer
Mother, Ruth Swersky from Charles & Betsy Swersky
Mother, Anna Hollander from David & Judy Klein
Father, Herman “Jerry” Schrager from Eric & Marlene Barth
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John Dzigas from  Ira & Hildi Dzigas
Mother, Miriam Silversmith from Irwin & Eileen Silversmith
Mother, Anna Fox from Jeffrey & Felise Fox
Aaron Lomasky from Steven & Joan Lomasky
Mother, Muriel Lomasky from Steven & Joan Lomasky
Brother, Ira Haselkorn from Steven & Joan Lomasky
Father, Dr. Bernard Metrick from Steven & Roberta Scoll
Father, Louis Kussin from Steven & Sharyn Kussin
Beatrice Kussin from Steven & Sharyn Kussin
Mother, Marcia Lampert from Eddie & Linda Lampert
Sister, Andrea Braswell from Edward & Martha Weisel
Brother, David Russell from Elaine Vogel
Grandmother, Etta Sarah Russell from Elaine Vogel
Mother of Sharon, Louise Levine from Eli Levine
Mother of Deborah, Louise Levine from Eli Levine
Wife, Louise Levine from Eli Levine
Father, David Levine from Eli Levine
Paul Hymes from Elliot & Ina Hymes
Mother, Ada Hymes from Elliot & Ina Hymes
Father, Louis Kaplan Mother, Lorrain Kaplan from Eric Kaplan
Riva Shargel from Eugene & Rosa Tsesis
Ethel Popick from Eugene Popick
Father, Dr. Leo Meyer from Eve Perlmutter
Mother, Fannie Kaplowitz from Everett & Myrna Schuval
Mother, Jennie Schuval from Everett & Myrna Schuval
Father, Joseph Schuval from Everett & Myrna Schuval
Sophie Gutterson from Francine Goodman
Mother, Pearl Elfenbein Brand from Fred & Judy Elfenbein
Father, Joseph Elfenbein from Fred & Judy Elfenbein
Mother, Dorothy Burns from Frederick Burns
Cecile Mersand from Gary & Sheryl Kushner
Father, Edward Sheinberg from Gary & Wendy Pupa
Mother, Laurie Sheinberg from Gary & Wendy Pupa
Father, Murry Kupfer from Gladys Ward
Mother, Roslyn Itzkowitz from Glenn & Michelle Reisender
Robert Reisender from Glenn & Michelle Reisender
Mother, Minnie Greenbaum from Gloria Greenbaum
Gerald Birnbaum from Hal & Deborah Weiss
Husband, Bernard Pechter from Harriet Pechter
Beatrice Wilkins from Harry & Karen Schaffer
Father, Sam Ader from Howard & Barbara Ader
Jeannette Levinbook from Irene Levinbook
Husband, Martin Levinbook from Irene Levinbook
Husband, Larry Schechter from Irene Schechter
Rose Koton, mother-in-law of Irma Koton from Irma Koton
Estelle & Jack Wallack, parents of Irma Koton from Irma Koton
Grandfather, Jack Gladstone from Irwin & Mara Maltz
Mother, Ruth M. Kronick from James & Patricia Kronick
Father, Leon R. Switzer from James & Patricia Kronick
Father, Herbert Liebeskind from Jan & Ethel Liebeskind
Murray Flatow from Jay & Melanie Flatow
Father, Herman Weinberg from Jay & Miriam Wanderman
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Jack Gardner from Jeffrey & Marla Maidenbaum
Father, Howard Maidenbaum from Jeffrey & Marla Maidenbaum
Mother, Rosalie Mutterperl from Jeffrey & Rhonda Mutterperl
Laura Wexler from Joel & Jill Wexler
Mother, Ruth Abrams from Joel & Jill Wexler
Brother, Herbert Bickel from Joel Bickell
Gladys Bickel from Joel Bickell
Father, Frank Tropper from Judith Burkhoff
Father in-law, Daniel Friedfertig from Julia Friedfertig
Sylvia Friedfertig from Julia Friedfertig
Husband, Gary Friedfertig from Julia Friedfertig
Father, William Stein from Kenneth & Donna Stein
Mother, Sarah Breines from Larry & Stefanie Meyers
Martin Meyerson from Larry & Wendy Shilling
Father, Philip Feinberg from Lawrence & Linda Feinberg
Brother, William Reichman from Lenore Friedman
Mother, Sala Tichauer from Leo & Marilyn Abramowitz
Mother, Betty Kaufman from Leonard & Lois Kaufman
Mother, Jeanette Bloom from Les & Mindy Bloom
Isidore Altman from Lewis & Linda Altman
Ester Rosenthal mother of Lisa Menschel from Lisa Menschel
Nathan Rosenthal, father of Lisa Menschel from Lisa Menschel
Husband, Milton Ullian from Lorraine Ullian
Brother, Joel Meltzer from Lorraine Ullian
Mother, Joan Goldberg from Marcel & Karen Sager
Father, Murray Hauben from Marcia Friedman
Mother, Phyllis Zeizel from Martin & Cheryl Shaiman
Father, Simon Gottesman from Marvin & Alice Kreutzberger
Mother, Pearl Gottesman from Marvin & Alice Kreutzberger
Father, Nathan Kreutzberger from Marvin & Alice Kreutzberger
Joseph Febesh from Melvin & Theda Febesh
Sister, Marilyn Karpel from Michael & Audrey Robin
Jerome Robin from Michael & Audrey Robin
Father, Robert Simms from Michael & Deborah Goldstein
Mother, Claire Toback from Michael & Marjorie Toback
Mother, Thelma Levine from Mitchell & Brenda Pitkoff
Father, Stanley Seidman from Mitchell & Shari Simon
Morris Friedman from Nathan & Paula Rum
Mother, Tillie Sachs from Ned & Judith Sachs
Mother, Anna Berlin from Norman & Michelle Whitman
Theodore Gellman from Paul F. Gellman
Brother, Paul Diamond from Paul & Barbara Schwartz
Lillian Faust from Paul & Karen Baer
Mother, Rose Beck from Phyllis Chaskes
Mother, Lillian Schwartz from Richard & Elyse Finkel
Mother, Emma Kaplan from Richard & Janet Messinger
Brother, Mark Shelansky from Robert & Carol Bruckner
Mother, Muriel Saunders from Robert & Hanna Saunders
Father-in-law, Ira Goldstein from Robert Capilupi & Lori Goldstein
Mother, Gertrude Katzanek from Robin & Robin Katzanek
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Barrish Flashner from Rochelle Flashner
Barry Flashner from Rochelle Flashner
Harry Levine from Ronald & Deborah Levine
Father, Nathan Kancigor from Ronald & Deborah Levine
Mother, Jacqueline Corben from Ronald & Judith Corben
Father, Julius Peretz from Ronald & Rochelle Peretz
L Croll from Roslyn Roth
Mother, Nina Levine from Roy & Kathy Levenson
Father, Irving Weinstock from Sandra Feldman
Brother, Franklin Levy from Sandra Pinkus
Max Wexler from Sarah Wexler
Mother, Rive - Lee Wohl from Sarita Mlawer
Brother, David Wohl from Sarita Mlawer
Brother, Edward Krause from Sheila Weintraub
Harold Rosenblum from Shelley Rosenblum
Mother, Fannie Berg from Shep & Evelyn Berg
Father, Harry Schneider from Shirley Tilchen
Icek Alexander from Simon Alexander & Jody Sacks
Leo Levin from Simon Levin
Father, William B. Goldgeier from Sol & Sondra Rosen
Frances Tropper & Frank Tropper from Stanley & Marcia Weinstein
Father, Samuel Weinstein from Stanley & Marcia Weinstein
Father, Louis Skloot from Stephen & Ellen Kramer
Mother, Charlotte Lepselter from Stephen & Helene Lepselter
Father, William Lepselter from Stephen & Helene Lepselter
Father, Milton Fishkin from Steven & Rena Berger
Mother, June Fishkin from Steven & Rena Berger
Mother, Paula Fader from Steven & Terri Gillman
Father, Milton Fishkin from Steven Fishkin & Susan Weber-Fishkin
Mother, Etta Cohen from Steven Kozin & Rena Cohen Kozin
Father, Joseph Forster from Sue Forster
Grandfather, Samuel Orenstein from Sue Forster
Grandmother, Frieda Orenstein from Sue Forster
Mother, Rhoda Forster from Sue Forster
Father, Sol M. Nash from Susan Melnick
Mother, Edna Nash from Susan Melnick
Father, Pat Goldberg from Victor & Rita Goldberg
Father, Arthur Mitnick from Victor & Rita Goldberg
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Silverman & Associates   
                                   2592 Merrick Road               43-07 214th Place 
                                  Bellmore, NY 11710             Bayside, NY 11361 
                                      (516) 781-9700                     (718) 225-0515 

www.DrSilvermanAssociates.com

• Adult & Pediatric Dentistry 

• Braces 

• Invisalign 

• Periodontal Therapy 

• Root Canal 

• Implants 

• Dentures 

• Tooth Colored Fillings 

• Metal Free Crowns 

• Porcelain Veneers 

• Nitrous Oxide Anesthesia 

• Laser Dentistry 

• Velscope Vx (Oral Cancer Exams) 

• Intra-Oral Camera 

• Evening & Saturday Appointments 

• 24 Hour Emergency Services
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Camp Connection 
Pointing you in the right direction 

Let’s Talk...
CAMP

Over 30 Years of Experience! Over 600 Programs Represented! ~ Our Focus Is Your Child’s Needs

FREE Advisory Service  
Receive Personal Guidance Brochures & Videos on:

Teen Tours | Sleep Away Camps | Pre - College Programs | 
Community Service Programs | Sports & Specialty Camps

Your Summer Camp Matchmakers

Email: camp4u@thecampconnection.com • www.thecampconnection.com • 800.834.2267 
Laurel and Norm Barrie, & Melissa Barrie Cohen
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�usiness �orma�ons, ac�uisi�ons, dis�osi�ons,  
mergers, �nancing and loan transac�ons, �urc�ases and sales o� real 

estate, commercial leasing, and mortgage loan transac�ons  

 C������ S��� 
Member, Corporate and Real Estate Law Groups 

516-741-6565 | cskop@msek.com 

 Member of the Board of Directors of the Merrick Jewish Centre   

GARDEN CITY   I   NEW YORK CITY   I   WASHINGTON, D.C. 

990 Stewart Avenue   I   Garden City   I   New York 11530   I   516-741-6565 
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A Simcha is such a 
wonderful thing!

Would you like to share a Simcha with 
members of our congregation?

Sponsor a Shabbos luncheon?

For all reservations and questions 
please contact the office!

Tell them you read it 
in the Bulletin!
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