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Dear Friends,

I always thought it was a bit ironic that one of the names of 
Chanukah is the holiday of lights. That is because according 
to Jewish tradition, we are not allowed to use the Chanukah 
candles as a source light. According to tradition, the Chanukah 
candles can only serve one purpose: Pirsum HaNes, to publi-
cize the miracles of Chanukah. That is why once our candles 
are lit, we are encouraged to publicly display them, put them 
by a window, so everyone walking by can see the light, re-
minding them of the miracles which we are celebrating. 

That is why I prefer a different name for the holiday, Chag 
HaNisim, the holiday of miracles. On Chanukah, by lighting 
the candles, we do not only remind ourselves and the world 
around us about the Maccabees’ miraculous victory, and how 
enough oil for one day lasted for eight nights. By publicly 
displaying our lit candles proudly, we are highlighting what I 
believe is the greatest miracle of all; despite everything that 
transpired throughout all of Jewish history and in our society 
from the time of the Maccabees to today, we are still here, 

and we are proud to celebrate who we are and to share our light. 

As we prepare to enter this Shabbat and to celebrate Chanukah together, may we all reflect on the many 
miracles in our lives for which we are thankful. May we all have the opportunity to be inspired by the Cha-
nukah lights, not only lighting up our own lives, but also the world around us. 

Wishing you and your families a happy CChanukah! 
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Greetings,

Happy New Year!!!  Time sure seems to march on faster 
than ever. As a congregation we have come so far, through 
so many changes and challenges over the past year and I 
look forward to ascending to new heights communally in 
2023 as our synagogue continues to stabilize and improve.  

There are so many activities planned throughout the winter 
at the MJC. For my part, I am uniquely focused on the joy-
ful little community we continue to build in our Family Tot 
Shabbat program, and the musical culture we are instill-
ing in the Hebrew School students through Jewish music 
and tefillah classes. This January I am particularly excited 
for the new Ocean’s 18 fundraising event. It should be a 
one-of-a-kind memorable evening for our entire communi-
ty.  Come play…come support a worthy cause…let’s have 
some fun!

But wait…Is it really 2023 already?!?  

As a child I remember a year feeling like an extremely long time. Now it does not seem like such 
a long time anymore. As I grow older I realize that while time is always the same in duration it is I 
who sense it as moving faster than it did when I was small. This teaches me a valuable concept that 
I would like to share with you. The usual lesson is to “cherish every moment” before our time is up.  
However, the lesson I want to share with you is to change every moment before the moment is gone.  

You may be asking, how can I change the moment? The answer is simple: Time doesn’t actually move 
or change.  We do!  (In fact, time as we view it doesn’t exist except via our human agreement that it 
does.) It is we who change and it is we who “move” through our lives, not time.  Time doesn’t change 
us…WE CHANGE TIME!  And we get the choice to change ourselves at every moment to make each 
instant the kind of “time” that we desire. Slow, fast, happy, sad, creative, destructive, spiritual, cor-
poreal, etc….What that means to me is that while it is nice to “cherish every moment” it is of deeper 
significance to give ourselves over to the moment and continually change and cherish our lives.

It is with the above concept in mind that I pray we will merit to use our 2023 “time” to continually im-
prove our lives, our families, our synagogue and our community with kindness and love.  I wish you 
all much Hatzlachah/Success in your 2023 endeavors both personally and on behalf of our beloved 
MJC!

Warm regards,

Cantor Benjamin Warschawski
Cantor Benjamin Warschawski
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Dear Friends:

Last year, you may recall, Chanukah was very “early” and 
found its start during Thanksgiving Weekend. So in my bulletin 
message it seemed appropriate to share my sense of gratitude 
for the gift that is the Merrick Jewish Centre.This year, the fes-
tival falls at a much more normal time, but I believe that same 
message bears repeating, perhaps even now more than last 
year, given these days of growing Anti-Semitism.

I am so grateful that we have a place to learn, to pray, and 
to share the most important moments in our lives with one 
another.  I am thankful that we have in the MJC a place to of-
fer our time and creativity and dedication, in an effort to climb 
the ladder and endeavor to make a better world. I am thankful 
to have a place to explore our Jewish identities and to see 
how Judaism touches our changing lives. Most importantly 
I am thankful for all the deep friendships and caring relation-
ships I have found with so many of you over these years. It has 
been a blessing to be able to rely on you, and the MJC, for the 
strength and stability that has been so necessary during the 

extraordinarily challenging days we have faced over the last few years.

I am grateful to all of you for making the Merrick Jewish Centre the bayit that it is. 

May you and your families have a Chanukah Sameach and let every day bring more light into your lives.

All best,

Howard Tiegel
President
htiegel@merrickjc.org

Howard Tiegel
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As our year progresses, we are focusing on creating incredible 
learning experiences for our students, as well as promoting joy 
in this learning! 

Developing our students’ Hebrew reading and building up their 
abilities and comfort with their prayers is our top priority this 
year.  Despite our individualized virtual learning during our 
Covid year, we have much catching up to do and we are moving 
at full speed. 

Rabbi Dorsch leads weekly tefillah with Cantor Warschawski, 
enabling our students to practice the prayers recited on Shabbat 
morning, particularly the Torah service, and reinforcing what 
they do in Shabbat Alive! We are encouraging more engage-
ment with prayers; for instance, students have been challenged 
to sing Adon Olam to any melody and they are doing it! (Have 
you ever heard Adon Olam to the “Wheels on the Bus” or “Baby 
Shark!!?”)

Cantor Warschawski is also engaging the children in music using 
multiple educational activities for their enjoyment and skill building! 

We recently presented our Hay students and their parents with their B’nei Mitzvah certificates, giving them 
their dates, with a packet to prepare for their first parasha presentation this coming March.  Rabbi Dorsch 
added to everyone’s experience of unrolling the Torah by enabling all the parents to actually hold the Torah 
for their children. Each child saw their portion and began their learning about it. It was a wonderful, enrich-
ing, experience!

We have re-instituted Chuggim, something that we had begun right before Covid in January 2020. Students 
choose their chug (club) and experience engaging learning on three separate days. Students are planning a 
play based on classic Jewish Torah stories, are learning to crochet their own kippot, are making blankets for 
families who live in shelters, are creating paintings based on famous rabbinic quotes, writing our first school 
newspaper and much, much more!  

Happy Chanukah! 

Heléna Eilenberg, Education Director
Heléna Eilenberg



Page 6

Creating blankets for Tzedakah

Learning needlepoint to prep for making a 
Jewish-themed creation

Our Gan students built the Temple during 

the time of the story of Chanukah!!
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As the song says, “Old man river just keeps on rolling along.” And that is the same for Men’s Club. For 
7 years Men’s Club has provided programs and activities, not only for our membership but also pro-
grams for all the congregants of Merrick Jewish Centre.

Here is a potpourri of previous and upcoming events:

In September we promoted a Family Fun Day Fishing Trip. There was a broad range of age groups (and 
kids) fishing with us. Next year we will make this an annual Men’s Club Family program. The fishing 
was great and the kids participated in a fishing derby for prizes.

Once again our crew of members built the sukkah for all to enjoy. Peter Donath and Josh Diamond 
organized the building and we thank them for their expertise. 

Thanks to Steve Kussin we had a fantastic Men’s Health panel discussion. Steve did a fantastic job or-
ganizing the program. This Health program was open to all male members of MJC.

We are having a Chanukah cooking program on the 15th. We will be teaching how to make very special 
apple sauce, latkes and sufganiyot. And all MJC members are invited to participate. 

In the upcoming year we will have the Men’s Club Shabbat Service followed by a lunch Kiddush for the 
entire congregation. This event will be followed by our Paid-Up Membership Barbeque. The menu will 
feature our famous Men’s Club braised, smoked brisket and all that goes with it.  No charge for paid-up 
members and dues can be paid at the door. All that we ask is that reservations be made. 

Men’s Club will again work with Hebrew School in promoting the World-Wide Wrap and breakfast. We 
have a group of member instructors who will teach the process of  putting on Tefillin and the meaning 
of the Mitzvah. Charlie Skop and Howie Segal have been the leaders of this World-Wide Program and 
we thank them for their time and dedication.

Yom Hashoah Candles will be distributed to all members of MJC. We ask only two things: Light the can-
dle on the eve of Yom Hashoah and make a donation to defray the candle costs. Monies raised will go 
to the Paul Stone/Men’s Club fund for Youth. Last year we donated $2500 for new desks for our Hebrew 
School. The fund also provides scholarships for Jewish Summer Camp programs.

This year we will have a CPR class. Our own Andrew Rotjan will lead this very important class. This is a 
program that should not be missed by anyone. 

During Pesach, Men’s club will again sponsor the Siyum on the Day of the Fast of the First Born. It is 
always a good opportunity to do group learning at the conclusion of a tractate of Talmud.

The year will continue with a Lag B’Omer BBQ and program for the entire congregation. There will be 
great food cooked by Men’s Club and there will be activities for kids and for adults. Of course we will be 
involving Hebrew School in this great event.

In May we will be going back to CitiField for a Mets game vs. the Philadelphia Phillies. We will be hon-
oring two mystery people at the game at home plate. Last year 154 MJC members joined up for the 
game when we honored Charlie Skop.

Last but not least we will have a charter fishing trip for game fish.

This year I have had the privilege of having Adam Goldstein as the Co-President of Men’s Club.  Adam 
is an incredible person and a fantastic leader. He has been a wonderful asset to Men’s Club this year.

Wishing all a wonderful Chag Chanukah Sameach.

B’Shalom

Men’s Club co-presidents

Hank Arkin
Adam Goldstein
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If the beginning of our year is an indicator, this is going to be a fun and fulfilling year!  Sisterhood 
members came out in droves for our Paid Up Membership Party (PUMP) and we enjoyed every min-
ute of our evening - the camaraderie, the creativity as we were led by Li Corn via zoom in creating 
our own charcuterie boards.  The results were dazzling and the buzz of friendship and fun abounded.  
The raffle prizes were beyond compare, and many went home with great gifts.  If you missed it, don’t 
worry - we have more fun programs coming up.  

December will bring us The Art of Managing Stress through Self Care with Terri Lieberman.  We will 
do some yoga, learn about mindfulness, discover what stress does to us physically and how to alle-
viate it.  Everyone needs this!  

To round out our dark month of December, we will have our winter Rosh Chodesh program Bringing 
in the Light on December 26th.  We will learn about the month and its energies, do a circle with medi-
tation and create our own light catchers to brighten up the darkness.  Step into the circle. 

We are looking forward to visiting a mikveh, Purim packing for Mishloach Manot, and enjoying a 
spring Rosh Chodesh with a Miriam theme just before Passover.  

Follow us for details through our emails, our Facebook page, and Instagram to keep abreast of our 
happenings.  We invite you to join us.  

Sisterhood President
Cheryl Uram
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Greetings from the MJC Sustainability Committee, where the future is looking greener all the time! 
Within only a few months we have already accomplished a lot including instituting a recycling system 
for the building, ensuring that the numerous light fixtures use energy-saving LED bulbs, and, together 
with the Chesed Committee, donated valuable left-over food to hungry people. We have sent letters to 
our state government supporting sustainable New York job growth, and we have compiled an evolv-
ing list of priorities for the year ahead and beyond. Keep your eyes open for our Guide to Sustainable 
Events. In the spring, we’ll be breaking ground on the Merrick Jewish Centre Teaching Garden. Thank 
you to everyone who has helped us so far; your diligence and drive are inspiring, and essential. 
 
Questions? Would you like to join? Email lauren.krueger@gmail.com for more information. 

Our Chesed committee just had a very productive meeting where we set out our plans for the year.
We are back to rescuing food from MJC events, congregants’ gatherings, as well as Shiva homes, to 
bring to the Teen Shelter and Roosevelt E.M.I. House. Please call us or the MJC office if you are able to 
donate food and we will arrange to pick it up. 

Our Chanukah gift card drive to benefit local children in need is ending December 19th - please give if 
you can. Our Summer Diaper Drive was so successful that we decided to keep it ongoing. We are also 
restarting our used electronics drive; please bring old laptops, iPads, tablets, and cell phones to MJC. 

The Rudman Family Food Pantry at the Mid-Island YJCC is in need of kosher canned and packaged 
food. Collection bins for Food, Diapers, and Electronics are all set up outside the MJC office. Many 
thanks for all of your donations!!!  We are planning an MLK Mitzvah Day with the MJC Hebrew School 
on Monday, January 16th so stay tuned for more details. We are also planning a monthly healing ser-
vice with Rabbi Dorsch and Cantor Warschawski. We will confirm a date shortly. 

Feel free to share your thoughts and ideas with us. Better yet, consider joining our committee!

Happy Chanukah to all!

Chesed Co-chairs

Marissa Bleier
Vicki Goldman

Many thanks to all the congregants who contributed to Chesed’s Chanukah Gift Card Drive. We 
received a lovely thank you from the Gural JCC. The organization hosted a Chanukah celebration for 
nearly 100 single parents and their children and “as each family left the party they were presented 
with a special Chanukah present of Target gift cards courtesy of our wonderful friends at Merrick 
Jewish Centre. They were touched and delighted to be the recipients of such generosity. This amaz-
ing addition to our event could not have been done without your kindness.”
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Want to know what’s going on with Lifelong Learning? Let’s make it as easy as possible. Go to 
Merrickjc.org. Click on Get Involved to activate the drop-down menu. Then click on Lifelong Learning for 
a full and up-to-date description of all our programs. 

New this winter, we will feature another Israeli Film: The Wedding Plan on Monday, January 9th at 7PM. 
We will screen the movie at 7PM in the CJL with a discussion to follow. You can screen the movie on 
Netflix from your home and join the 8:30 discussion on Zoom. 
Please go to lifelonglearning@merrickjc.org to receive the zoom invite. 

Also new this winter, Introduction to Jewish Genealogy on Monday, January 23 at 7:30PM. This 
program will be in the CJL and also on zoom. You need to register at lifelonglearning@merrickjc.org. 
Noted genealogist, Nolan Altman, will discuss resources available to assist in trying to find information 
on family members that did not come to America and may have been lost in the Holocaust. 

As a follow-up to last year’s class on the Holocaust, a trip is being planned to the Holocaust Memori-
al and Tolerance Center. It will be a Sunday at 1PM, but the date will be publicized shortly. This trip is for 
families, teens and all congregants. 

If you love to read, our very own Stan Bloomfield will lead us through a 3-class discussion of The Assis-
tant by Bernard Malamud, the Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist. It will be held on Mondays, February 6, 13 
and 27 at 1PM. The class will be available for our snowbirds. Just register at lifelonglearning@merrickjc.
org to receive the zoom information. 

Rabbi Dorsch will lead a class on Death and Dying, details TBA. 

We will feature a second film screening of Never Stop Dreaming: The Life and Legacy of Shimon Peres. 
George Clooney narrates this film. Watch the film at your leisure on Netflix and join us for a 1-hour dis-
cussion on Monday, March 13 at 7PM. This will help us prepare for Israel’s 75th anniversary. Just sign on 
to MJC Zoom that evening. Zoom: 649-098-3015, Password: Mitzvah613. 

Don’t forget our continuing programs: 
Virtual Hollywood- Richard Knox continues his Sunday morning programs at 10AM. 
Zoom: 710-827-5009, Password: MJC613 

Learn to Read Hebrew and Spanish continue. You can join in with the wonderful Sharyn Kussin.  Just 
sign up at lifelonglearning@merrickjc.org to get in touch with Sharyn. 

Zoom Zumba and it’s free!  Check out Carrie Dale’s schedule for the winter and join in the fun. Her class-
es are amazing! Here’s the schedule: 
Monday 11:00 am 
Tuesday (45 min) 10:45 am 
Wednesday 9:30 am 
Sunday 10:15 am 
  
Zoom: 968-5836-5963, Password: 067653 
  
Hope to see you all at a program soon!

Co-chairs

Joanne Skop
Steve Greenfield
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We want to hear from YOU!
Is there something you’d like to see in 

future issues of the MJC Bulletin?

Do you have some writing to contribute, such as:  
A Special Shabbat Experience; An Article of Inter-
est (relating to Judaism); My First Time Making 

Challah (or any Holiday Dish)! A Special Moment 
at MJC; What My Child Taught Me about Judaism 
...and the like. Send your submissions to me for 

inclusion in future MJC Bulletins!

Contact Howard Zryb at 
hzryb@aol.com

with your ideas and suggestions.

Do you know that the Merrick Jewish Centre 
has its own YouTube Channel? 

You can find sermons, classes, and recordings 
of special events all on the Merrick Jewish Centre 

YouTube Channel. 

You can go to our website (www.merrickjc.org) 
and click on the link for the YouTube Channel, 
and there you will find a long and growing list 

of videos available.

Clothing Donations
Drop off your bags in the Big Brothers/Big Sisters bin 
located in the back of our parking lot, and the office 
will provide you with a tax receipt. Too many bags to 
carry? Call the office and a volunteer will be happy to 

schedule a home pickup.
Thank you!

MJC Helpline
We’re here to listen and offer support 

during this crisis.

Please call 516-379-8650

We have assembled a team of wonderfully capable 
mental health professionals to offer phone counseling 

to our members who feel the need to speak with a 
caring therapist. Your Rabbis are also available. 

Please leave a message and a team member will 
return your call.

Virtual Minyan Services
Morning Servies:

Saturday Shabbat 9 am (In-person & Livestream)  

Evening Services
Sunday through Thursday at 8 pm (in-person & Livestream)

Friday Shabbat at 6:30 pm (in-person & Livestream)

We invite you to visit the 
Merrick Jewish Centre website

www.merrickjc.org
Check out our CALENDAR for upcoming events

Visit our PHOTO GALLERY
Check out our BULLETIN BOARD
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By David Klein December 2, 2022

(JTA) — L’chaim! L’chaim! Živjeli!

Slivovitz, a plum brandy traditionally associated with 
Passover by many Ashkenazi Jews, has been added 
to the United Nations’ list of items with “intangible 
cultural heritage.”

The decision was made at UNESCO’s conference in 
Morocco this week where France successfully cam-
paigned for the inclusion of the baguette on the list, a 
complement to the regular tally of physical sites that 
the agency seeks to preserve.

It wasn’t Jews leading the charge for the hard-burning 
brandy, but rather Serbia, where the spirit is a mainstay, 
as it is across much of the Balkans, Eastern and Central 
Europe.

That’s where Jews first got turned onto the drink, 
according to Martin Votruba, a Slovak studies professor 
whose research included the history of slivovitz and 
who died in 2019.

“Jews would acquire this local drink after moving into 
European kingdoms,” Votruba told Moment magazine 
in 2014. “They would simply pick it up as part of the 
culture.”

The spirit became particularly associated with Polish 
Jewry in the 19th century, as Jews became prominent 
in the field of alcohol production and the running of inns 
and taverns. They found special utility in slivovitz when 
it came to maintaining the Jewish laws around keeping 
kosher.

Unlike wine, traditional brandy and some types of 
vodka, being made from plums (the root “sliva” means 
plum in several Slavic languages) meant that slivovitz 
was not subject to the same stringent rules that apply 

to grape-based alcoholic beverages. And unlike beer, 
whiskey and other types of vodka, it had no wheat or 
other grains, so it was acceptable for consumption on 
Passover. It was also relatively inexpensive.

As a result, the Slow Food Foundation for Biodiversity 
at Italy’s University of Gastronomic Sciences wrote in 
a primer on the drink, “the Polish Orthodox Jews ad-
opted the plum brandy as [their] festive spirit,” which 
in some cases became known in Polish as Sliwowica 
Paschalna or literally Passover slivovitz.

When masses of Polish Jews arrived in America, they 
brought slivovitz with them, and it quickly became 
associated with the Jewish community. Today, much 
of the slivovitz sold in the United States is marketed 
to Jewish consumers, typically around Passover each 
spring.

Though its popularity has waned, it can still be found 
on some synagogue kiddush tables, and remains in the 
cultural memory of American Jewry.

Author Michael Chabon chose it as the spirit of choice 
for his hard drinking, Yiddish-speaking detective, Meyer 
Landsman in “The Yiddish Policemen’s Union,” a crime 
novel set in an alt-history Jewish state in Sitka, Alaska.

Meanwhile, the 1990 Barry Levinson film, “Avalon,” 
which tells the story of a family of Polish Jewish immi-
grants in the United States, presents it as the drink of 
choice of the main character’s father in the old country.

“He never drank water. And oh, boy, could he drink! 
What was that stuff called he always used to drink?” 
one character asks. Another answers, “Slivovitz. 
Slivovitz. He used to call it ‘block and fall.’ You have 
one drink of that, you walk one block and you fall!”

Slivovitz gradually gave way to other favored spirits 
as Eastern European immigrants, Jewish and other-
wise, assimilated in the United States. But the drink 
is having a bit of a nostalgic renaissance: It’s on the 
menu at several swanky bars in New York City, such as 
the Second Avenue Deli’s Second Floor Bar & Essen, 
which makes Jewish themed cocktails with both Man-
ischewitz and slivovitz, as well as Kafana, a high-end 
Serbian restaurant in Alphabet City.

Slivovitz gets UNESCO World Heritage protection
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By Julia Gergely November 29, 2022

(New York Jewish Week) - During the so-called “win-
ter holiday season,” Christmas cheer takes center 
stage, while Chanukah gets relegated to hobbled-to-
gether end caps at grocery stores (if that).

This is something that’s long irked Naomi Levy, a 
36-year-old Jewish bartender who lives in Boston. 
There, as in New York, Christmas-themed pop-up 
bars appear all over the city - leaving Levy feeling 
like a “tourist,” she said. 

But instead of bah-humbugging the situation, Levy 
took action: In 2018, she opened the Maccabee Bar, a 
Chanukah-themed pop-up in Boston. Now in its fifth 
year, the cocktail bar, open only in December, serves 
drinks like the Latke Sour (apple brandy, potato, 
lemon, egg white, bitters) and an Everything Bagel 
Martini (“everything” spiced gin, tomato water, dill, 
vermouth), as well Jewish- and Chanukah-adjacent 
small bites, such as latkes, sufganiyot and Bamba.

And now, for the first time, the Maccabee Bar is 
expanding to New York, where it will be hosted by 
Ollie, a bar in the West Village, from Dec. 13 through 
31. 

Levy had hoped to bring the Maccabee Bar to New 
York in 2020 but that was delayed. “I honestly can-
not believe that nobody has done this before me in 
New York,” Levy told the New York Jewish Week.

To become the Maccabee Bar, Ollie will be covered 
in blue and white Chanukah lights and decor. “It’s 
going to be crazy,” Levy said. “I’ve mentally pre-
pared. I definitely encourage reservations.” 

Ahead of the Manhattan Maccabee Bar opening, 
the New York Jewish Week caught up with Levy to 
talk about what inspired her, how she expanded 
and what, exactly, creating a Chanukah-themed 
cocktail entails. 

New York Jewish Week: What was the inspiration 
behind starting a Hanukah-themed bar?

Naomi Levy: I really love the holiday season and 
for many, many years I ran a bar called Eastern 
Standard in Boston. We were open all the time, so 
I worked every Christmas. I always really loved the 
holiday spirit and started seeing a lot more of these 
Christmas-themed bars popping up. But as much 
as I love all of the festivities this time of year, I also 
feel very much like a tourist because I don’t cele-
brate Christmas. I wondered what would happen if I 
created a pop-up bar that was completely dedicated 
to Chanukah. Luckily, I had just opened at a new 
bar and the ownership was amenable to trying stuff 
out. We gave it a go and it was absolutely incredi-
ble. The turnout was amazing. People were so excit-
ed - I’ve never been called a “mensch” for making a 
cocktail before. I realized, “Oh my gosh, it’s not just 
me that had that feeling this time this year.” There’s 
a group of people that are underrepresented and 
would love to really feel like they get to get into this 
festive time of year just as much as everyone else. 
It’s been really exciting to watch it grow and just to 
be able to bring my culture and bring something 
fun to the community.

After four years in Boston, what was the process of 
opening a pop-up in New York and how did you make 
the leap?

I had reached out to a couple friends in New York. 
What was really exciting to me about Ollie is that 
I have a former staff member from Boston who 
moved to New York, and he works at Ollie now. 
He has worked at a couple of the Maccabee Bars 
in Boston. It’s good to have someone who works 
there who’s been through it and understands 

Meet the bartender behind New York’s new Chanukah-themed cocktail bar

Naomi Levy, 36, founded the Maccabee Bar in Boston in 2018. 
This year, Levy, who was named “Best Bartender” by Boston Maga-

zine in 2019, is bringing the pop-up Chanukah-themed cocktail 
bar to New York. (Ezra Pollard) 
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what they’re getting into and things like that. He 
connected me with the owner and they were really 
excited about it. It’s just that much more helpful 
that I have someone there that knows what’s about 
to happen.

What are you most excited about in bringing the ener-
gy of Maccabee Bar to New York?

I just really hope to provide a place where people 
get to celebrate and not in the same way that they 
already have access to.

We’re starting with one location in New York, but in 
Boston we have two locations because the demand 
has just been that high. We now have Maccabee 
regulars [in Boston]. Last year, I had a customer 
who said, “My mom told me to come to this!” I just 
thought, how cool is it that we’re a bar that your 
mom’s telling you to go to?

Tell me a little bit about the cocktails and how you 
make them Chanukah-themed.

My cocktail style in general tends to be pretty cu-
linary. I tend to get inspiration from food and food 
flavors, which is perfect for a Chanukah menu since 
there are so many delicious foods that we eat. The 
Latke Sour is obviously inspired by latkes. Then 
we have the Hebrew Hammer, which is inspired by 

sufganiyot. We make a leavened sugar, which is ba-
sically a yeasted simple syrup, to give you that kind 
of yeasty sensation of a doughnut, but it’s actually 
a really nice dry, sour cocktail.

To me, it’s also really important to showcase fla-
vors from different aspects of the Jewish diaspora 
as well. I am Ashkenazi, but it’s really important 
to me to also showcase Sephardic flavors. So we 
have a drink that is called Ocho Candelika, which 
is actually the name of a song in Ladino that is 
all about the celebration of oil. So we do an olive 
oil-infused gin with a little honey, almond, apricot 
and lemon for some of those more classic Span-
ish and Sephardic flavors.There’s a drink this year 
that’s inspired by Ethiopian Sanbat Wat [a spicy 
chicken stew typically made on Shabbat] with ber-
bere spice in it. 

Then there will be all sorts of fun things, ranging 
from a hot drink that has a syrup in it that is kind 
of tzimmes-inspired and a flip that’s rugelach-in-
spired. So it will be both very, very Chanukah-as-
sociated things but also just some wider Jewish 
flavors.

The Maccabee Bar will be at Ollie, 64 Downing Street, 
beginning Tuesday Dec. 13 through Saturday, Dec. 31. 
Find details and reservations on Maccabee Bar’s website.

Hanukah-themed drinks, decor and snacks will be available at the Maccabee Bar in New York (Carlie Febo)
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by Rabbi Pinchas Landis | Aish.com 
November 28, 2021

Why has Chanukah stood the test of time? We 
have no shortage of days on our calendar when 
they tried to kill us and we miraculously won. And 
whatever salvation was achieved at the time of 
Chanukah was short-lived. So, why an everlasting 
holiday?

Let’s delve into the history of Chanukah to un-
derstand the deeper meaning of the holiday. In 
313 BCE, Alexander the Great had solidified his 
rule over the Persian empire. His attention had 
been drawn to political unrest in Judah. Since 
the Jew’s return in 350 BCE, their sovereignty 
had been continuously challenged by the (not so 
good) Samaritans who had occupied the land of 
Israel during the Jew’s exile to Babylon.

As a sign of appreciation towards the Greek Em-
peror, every baby boy born that year was given 
the name Alexander.

With the rise of Alexander over the Persians, 
who had sponsored the Jews’ return to Israel, 

the Samaritans saw their chance to retake the 
land. After originally permitting the Samaritans 
to destroy the Holy Temple in Jerusalem, Alex-
ander rescinded after meeting Shimon haTzadik, 
the head of the Jewish community at the time, 
and allowed the population of Judah to continue 
living their Jewish lives. As a sign of appreciation 
towards the Greek Emperor, every baby boy born 
that year was given the name Alexander. Well, if 
you can name your child Alexander, you can also 
name him Antignos, Hyrcanus, Aritobulos, etc. 
and so Greek culture started to seep into Israel.

Jumping forward to Alexander the Great’s un-
timely death in 307 BCE at the age of 33, there 

The history of Chanukah they didn’t teach you in Hebrew School

“As a sign of appreciation to-
wards the Greek Emperor, ev-
ery baby boy born that year was 
given the name Alexander.” 

was no succession plan in place. The vacuum of 
leadership resulted in fights, squabbles, and all-
out wars between his leading generals. For our 
purposes, we will focus on Ptolemy, the leader of 
the Egyptian portion of the Empire, and Seleucus, 
the leader of the Mesopotamian part of the Em-
pire. The line of scrimmage between these two 
was none other than the land of Israel.

Assimilating the Jews

Initially, the Ptolemaic Empire was in control of 
Judah, and for the most part, continued Alexan-
der’s policy of religious freedom for the Jews. In 
246 BCE, the Ptolemaic King commissioned 72 
rabbis to write a Greek translation of the Torah 
known as the Septuagint. While there were many 
miracles surrounding this event, ultimately, it is 
remembered as a dark time in Jewish history. 
The ultimate goal of the Greeks was to assimilate 
Jews into their Empire. Through translating the 
Torah, they were subtly saying that there is noth-
ing special about this knowledge; it’s the same as 
any other Greek text. Add it to the shelves of our 
vast libraries and forget about it. Furthermore, the 
Septuagint served as a catalyst of assimilation for 
Jews seeking out Hellenism. They could use the 
Greek text to learn the language, bringing Helle-
nistic culture one step closer.

Hellenism continues its slow and steady influence 
in Israel. By 161 BCE the Seleucid Greeks, based 
in Syria, had gained the upper hand in Israel and 
set out to conquer the Egyptian portion of the 
Greek Empire. They mounted their conquest from 
Israel, forcing Jewish residents to house their sol-
diers and finance the war through taxation. The 
Seleucids were greater in strength and number 
than their Egyptian rivals, and the war should 
have been an easy one, yet victory eluded them.

Blaming the Jews

When the Seleucid Generals strategized and 
worked on finding a reason for their failed con-
quest, their eyes naturally fell on the Jews. This 
wasn’t the first time in history that the Jewish 
people were made the scapegoat, nor would it 
be the last. The Greeks concluded that the reason 
they kept losing was that the Greek gods were 
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irate with them. Here they were mounting their 
war from a land where the populous rejected 
them and their culture. If they could only get the 
Jews to accept Greek culture, and with it their 
gods, success would be theirs.

If they could only get the Jews to accept Greek 
culture, and with it their gods, success would be 
theirs.

Now, the Greeks had allies in Judah. By this time, 
Hellenism had made tremendous inroads into the 
Jewish country. Greek gymnasiums and theaters 
had started popping up in Jerusalem. As the 
Greek anti-Jewish policies were being rolled out, 
they found a formative group of Hellenized Jews 
more than willing to help. A man named Mene-
laus served as the High Priest in the Temple and 
was aligned with the Greeks. He put into effect 
policies that at first limited the Temple services, 
and eventually canceled them altogether. A Greek 
leader by the name of Apustomus burnt a Torah 
Scroll, and a statue of the Greek god Zeus was 
erected in the Temple compound. A citadel known 
as the Acra was built overlooking the Temple to 
show Greek supremacy.

Nefarious Decrees

The Greeks and their Jewish collaborators knew 
that strangling the religion from the top would 
not be enough to squash the Jewish spirit, 
so they further implemented laws making the 
observance of Judaism illegal. Shabbat, Rosh 
Chodesh (the New Month), Brit Milah (circumci-
sion) all became punishable 
by death. The study of Torah 
was outlawed. Probably the 
most nefarious of these laws 
was a decree that any Jewish 
girl, before being with her 
husband on her wedding day, 
must first be with a member 
of the local Greek authority, as 
if to say there is nothing spe-
cial about you, your husband, 
and the people that you are a 
part of7.

This was the environment in 
Israel for more than a decade. 
Those who remained true and 
committed to Judaism went 

underground. They would hide out in the Judean 
Hills to learn Torah and practice Judaism. Eventu-
ally, the situation became overwhelming. A family 
descending from the High Priesthood looked at 
the situation and concluded that something must 
be done.

A Time to Act

Yes, conventional wisdom, especially in a time of 
so much political unrest in the world, would say 
‘Wait it out, stay in hiding, this too shall pass.’ But 
this family, known to us as the Hasmoneans, saw 
it differently. Here they were, in the Jewish home-
land, practicing Judaism in hiding, while the Tem-
ple in Jerusalem laid cold and fallow with a statue 
of Zeus inside. The desecration of the Almighty 
was of monumental proportions and could go 
unchecked no longer. The Maccabees, as they 
became known, knew they didn’t stand a chance 
against the powerful Greeks, but they needed to 
send a message to the world, even if they would 
have to pay with their lives. There were still some 
Jews that cared, and what was going on was far 
from okay.

The Maccabees knew they didn’t stand a chance 
against the powerful Greeks, but they needed to 
send a message to the world, even if they would 
have to pay with their lives.

There are several stories told as to what sparked 
the rebellion. One such episode tells of the 
wedding of Yehudit, one of the daughters of the 
Hasmoneans where the bride got up in front of 
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all the guests and disrobed. People were aghast. 
They wanted to put her to death. She announced 
“Oh, you are all so religious? You can’t look at me 
like this, but the local Greek governor can?!?” The 
situation so incensed her brothers that they sprang 
into action. That night, when she was to be with 
the Greek, she fed him some milk and cheese, 
making him drowsy. She proceeded to pull out a 
dagger, end his life, and the rebellion was officially 
underway. This is the source of the custom to eat 
dairy on Chanukah.

Another such story finds us in Modi’in, the town 
that the Hasmoneans lived in. As they often did, 
the Greeks came into the town square and de-
manded the local Jews participate in a sacrifice to 
one of the Greek gods. The animal of choice was a 
pig. The Greek asked for a local volunteer to par-
ticipate in the service. One of the local Hellenized 
Jews was all too quick to oblige. Matisyahu, the 
patriarch of the Hasmoneans, pulled out a dagger 
and slaughtered the man. His sons proceeded to 
pull out their daggers and kill all the Greeks and 
their sympathizers that were present, and the re-
bellion was underway.

The Maccabees were fighting for the right to prac-
tice Judaism openly and freely in the land of Israel.

The Maccabees could not expect to beat the Greeks 
through traditional military tactics. Their success 
came from guerrilla warfare. As much as the threat 
of the Greek Army was real, the civil war of Jew 
against Jew was just as threatening with each side 
fighting for their way of life. The Maccabees were 
fighting for the right to practice Judaism openly 
and freely in the land of Israel. The Hellenized Jews 
were fighting for the right to be Greeks first, and to 
ignore their Jewish heritage.

The Hasmoneans won one battle after another 
despite fully expecting to be obliterated in each 
one. With their success, their numbers increased. 
Just one year into the war, they fought all the way 
to the holy city, conquered Jerusalem, subdued 
the city, and moved on the Temple Mount. After 
a bloody battle, the group of rebels took over the 
Acra Citadel, and with that the Temple Mount. They 
smashed the statue of Zeus, and it was now time 
to finally reintroduce the Temple service after more 
than a decade of dormancy.

The Maccabees went through painstaking efforts 
to purify the Temple as quickly as possible. In 
truth, this was not completely required. The purity 
laws are lenient when the entirety of the Jewish 
people is in a state of impurity, and the Temple 
service can be performed without purification. 
Following the battles, this was the situation in 

“If they could only get the Jews to accept Greek culture, and with it their gods, success would be theirs.” 
Judah. But the Hasmoneans considered, they had 
just fought a war that never should have been 
fought, and they just won a war that they never 
should have won. Now they should start cutting 
corners? Absolutely not! They insisted on com-
pletely purifying the Temple before rededication.

They scoured the Temple from top to bottom 
looking for oil that had not been defiled.

But they lacked pure oil which would take eight 
days to produce. They scoured the Temple from 
top to bottom looking for oil that had not been 
defiled. They didn’t want to cut corners through 
the use of impure oil, and they didn’t want to 
delay the service any longer. Finally, they found 
one jar that was sealed and pure, but it was only 
enough for one day (roughly 40 oz). With their 
goal of continuing to go above and beyond, they 
used all the oil at the rededication of the temple 
while continuing to look for more oil and begin-
ning the eight-day process to get more oil. Lo and 
behold, a great miracle happened there and the 
one jar of oil lasted the full eight days needed to 
produce more pure oil. The next year, Chanukah 
was established as a holiday by Yochanan the 
High Priest (one of the Hasmonean brothers), and 
R’ Yehoshua Ben Perachya and Nitai HaArbeli 
who together led the Sanhedrin9.
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Slouching towards Destruction

But the war wasn’t over. It would rage on for 20 
more years. In the end, we would find a situation 
in Judah not that different from where we started. 
Israel would be on the brink of yet another civil 
war. The Hasmoneans would be in control of the 
country, but they would be more Hellenized than 
those whom they waged the war against in the first 
place. Worst yet, the country was on an unrelent-
ing downward trajectory that would lead to the 
destruction of the Second Temple. For this reason, 
our sages give very little press to the Hasmoneans 
in the Mishnah and Talmud.

If this is the case, why the timeless holiday of Cha-
nukah that we still observe and love?

The Beloved Menorah and Not Settling 
for Good Enough

I believe an answer lies in the Menorah. The 
Talmud10 teaches us how we fulfill the mitzvah of 
lighting the candles on Chanukah. The minimum 
requirement is one candle per household per night. 
The Talmud goes on to teach that if you want to en-
hance the performance, everyone in the house can 
light one candle each of the eight nights. Finally, 
says the Talmud, if you want to do the mitzvah in 
the best possible way, you light one candle on the 
first night, two on the second, three on the third, 
and so on (according to the academy of Hillel).

This teaching is strange. Why does the Talmud give 
us options like this? Furthermore, when it comes to 
lighting the Menorah, everyone lights in the best 

possible way! When was the last time you walked 
into someone’s house on the fifth night of Chanu-
kah just to find one candle lit?

The Maccabees refused to accept the status quo. 
They went above and beyond, willing to give up 
their lives fighting for religious freedom and eter-
nal Jewish values.

Chanukah is not about a military victory or na-
tional sovereignty. The holiday celebrates the fact 
that at one point in history there was a group of 
Jews in the world that went above and beyond to 
send a loud and clear message to the world that 
Judaism is worth fighting for. That clarion call has 
been passed from generation to generation, in-
spiring Jews in the most difficult of circumstanc-
es to stand up and defend the Jewish people. 
We find ourselves today in a world of both rising 
antisemitism and rampant assimilation. The Mac-
cabee inside all of us should take action against 
these trends, and not just sit back and wait for 
things to improve.

The Maccabees refused to accept the status quo. 
They went above and beyond, willing to give 
up their lives fighting for religious freedom and 
eternal Jewish values. And because they went 
against all the odds, miraculous things happened.

When we light the menorah on Chanukah, we 
don’t settle for good enough (one candle per 
household, each night). We don’t settle for slight-
ly elevated (each person, one candle every night). 
No, we go above in beyond (each person adding 
a candle every night). We are showing that we 
desire to be with the Maccabees of yore, we want 
to be Jews who go above and beyond.

“The Maccabees knew they 

didn’t stand a chance against 

the powerful Greeks, but they 

needed to send a message to 

the world, even if they would 

have to pay for it with their 

lives.” 
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By Jenny Singer | Jewish Forward (with a couple of personal additions)

“There are no good Chanukah songs!”

Friends, Assyrian-Greeks, countrymen - we need to put this nasty rumor to rest. No, we’ll never have the 
sheer corporate bandwidth or people power of Christmas, but we don’t need to. We have our own dirge-like 
classics, anthropomorphic food songs, kiddy jams, and religious hymns!

Here they are, categorized in genres 
Modern Classics
All the hits from the diaspora.
I Have A Little Dreidel - Samuel S. Grossman & Samuel E. Goldfarb 
I Am A Latke - Debbie Friedman 
Pass the Candle - Michelle Citrin 
(I’m Spending) Chanukah In Santa Monica - Tom Lehrer
Chanukah Blessing — Barenaked Ladies 
Judah Maccabee - Safam 

Hebrew Classics
The songs that make it feel like Chanukah.
Maoz Tzur/Rock of Ages - A 13th century classic.There are many renditions to choose, but check out the 
Maccabeats version, or the incredible Ashkenazi take by Cantor Pinchos Borenstein.
Mi Yimalel - Based on Psalms 106:2. – The Weavers did a great cover
Ner Li - A traditional Israeli Chanukah song
Al Hanisim - Lyrics derived from the traditional Chanukah liturgy
Sevivon Sov Sov Sov - Israel’s favorite dreidel song
Chanukah, Oh Chanukah - People expect this one, which was originally written in Yiddish. (The TV show 
“Glee.”has a version; Barenaked Ladies has a version and there are many more) 
Hanerot Hallalu - From a chant in the Talmud the title means “We Light These Lights.” (Check out the ver-
sion by Gershon Sirota, the world-famous cantor who performed at Carnegie Hall and died in the Warsaw 
Ghetto) 

Yiddish Classics:
Every Chanukah song sounds better in Yiddish.
Chanukah, Oy Chanukah - (the original! Sung by the great Theodore Bikel.) 
Ikh bin a kleyner dreydl - The famous “I Have A Little Dreidel” was possibly first written in Yiddish. \

A Ladino classic:
Oco Kandelikas - Flory Jagoda did the original. Idina Menzel has a great version as well. 

Pop Hits
The coolest Chanukah songs written in the last 1,000-or-so years.
Miracle - Matisyahu 
8 Days of Chanukah - Sharon Jones & the Dap-Kings 
Feast of Lights - They Might Be Giants 
Judah and the Maccabees - Damon and Naomi 
Dreidel - Erran Baron Cohen (Sacha’s brother) This song includes a Yiddish rap!

Best of Folk
Have a gentle Chanukah with the help of our mellow-voiced matriarchs and patriarchs.
Light One Candle - Peter, Paul and Mary 
The Many and the Few - Woody Guthrie (This is the most realistic telling of the Chanukah story you’ll hear.) 
Chanukah Dance - Woody Guthrie 

A comprehensive Guide to the best Chanukah songs of all time



Page 21

Comedy
Laugh-till-the-oil-comes-out-of-your-nose.  
The Chanukah Song (I, II, III, and IV) - Adam Sandler You expect this to NOT be on this list?
Suck It, Christmas! - Rachel Bloom, Jack Dolgen, Dan Gregor This is an entire album of original songs. 
Check out “Chanukah Honey”
Chanukah Rocks - The LeeVees, who are a rock band from New York City featuring Adam Gardner of 
Guster and Dave Schneider of the Zambonis (Our favorite tune is “How Do You Spell Channukkah?” 

Bearable Parodies
If you have to listen to a Chanukah parody song, it should be one of these.
Candlelight (Parody of “Dynamite” by Taio Cruz) - The Maccabeats 
Bohemian Chanukah (Parody of “Bohemian Rhapsody” by Queen) - Six13 
My Menorah (Parody of “La La Bamba” ) - Shlock Rock 
A Nice Jewish Boy Band Chanukah (Parodies various Millennial-era boy band songs) - Six13 
Chanukah Hey Ya (Parody of “Hey Ya” by ) - Eric Schwartz 
Latke Recipe (Parody of “Shut Up and Dance” by Walk The Moon) - The Maccabeats 

Jenny Singer is the deputy lifestyle editor for the Forward. You can reach her at Singer@forward.com or on Twitter @jeanvaljenny

Go ahead and make a Spotify or YouTube playlist from these tunes. I personally checked each song, and 
they are all on YouTube. Some of them have great videos to go along with the audio.
 -Howard Zryb
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Chanukah 1932

“It was on a Friday afternoon right before Shabbat that this photo was taken. My grandmother realized that 
this was a historic photo, and she wrote on the back of the photo that ‘their flag wishes to see the death 
of Judah, but Judah will always survive, and our light will outlast their flag.’ My grandfather, the rabbi of 
the Kiel community, was making many speeches, both to Jews and Germans. To the Germans he warned 
that the road they were embarking on was not good for Jews or Germans, and to the Jews he warned that 
something terrible was brewing, and they would do well to leave Germany. My grandfather fled Germany 
in 1933, and moved to Israel. His community came to the train station to see him off, and before departed 
he urged his people to flee Germany while there’s still time.” - Yehudah Mansbuch

Today, both the Posner family’s menorah and the photograph are on permanent display in the Yad Vash-
em Holocaust History Museum. But each year, the menorah is returned to the family for one week when 
Rachel and Akiva’s descendants continue to light the Chanukah candles using the same menorah that was 
brought to Israel from Kiel 90 years ago.
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BAR/BAT MITZVAHS
 • Lindsey & Mathew Ednick on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughters, Lily & Sydney
 • Lisa & Steven Nadel on the Bat Mitzvah of their daughter, Robin
 • Naomi & Matthew Knee on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Sam
 • Shari & David Domb on the Bat Mitzvah of their son, Rebecca

BIRTHS
 • Phyllis Goldberg and Peter Donath on the birth of their granddaughter, Rachel 

CONDOLENCES
 • Steven Ruderman & Family on the loss of his beloved mother, Rosetta
 • Gary Schimmerling & Family on the loss of his beloved mother, Renee
 • Robert Bruckner & Family on the loss of his beloved brother, Leon
 • Gerald Storch & Family on the loss of his beloved son, Jeffrey
 • Andy & Brittany Janowitz & Family on the loss of their beloved father, grandfather, Richard
 • Matt Knee & Family on the loss of his beloved grandmother, Roslyn “Roz” Gottlieb
 • Elise & Seth Zeitlin & Family on the loss of their beloved father, grandfather, Joel Beldner
 • Amy & Dan Schwartz on the loss of their mother, Helen Drogin, Past President of MJC
 • Karen Blane & Family on the loss of her beloved mother, Elaine Abes.
 • Lee Mizel & Family on the loss of his father, Jeffrey Mizel.
 • Larry Pollack & Family on the loss of his father, Herbert Pollack.
 • Sam Jakob & Family s on the loss of his father, Leon Jakobs.

MARRIAGES
 • Gina Flores and Sean Brenner
 • Benjamin Greenstein and Arielle Barry

ENGAGEMENTS
 • Olesya Postolovsky and Craig Siegel, son of Helene and Donald Siegel and 
    daughter of Galyna and Victor Postolovsky.
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CHESED FUND
For the speedy recovery of
Alan Sussman from Linda & Howard Zryb

In honor of
The marriage of Sarita Mlawer’s granddaughter’s wedding. from Dr. Jeffrey & Dr. Felise Fox
Shelley Rosenblum. Thank you for your friendship. 
Paula Rice. Thank you for your friendship. 
Simchat Torah Honorees Rabbi Josh and Stef Dorsch from Dr. Steven & Sharyn Kussin
Simchat Torah Honorees Marilyn and Robert Hochauser from Dr. Steven & Sharyn Kussin
Sarita Mlawer granddaughter’s wedding. from Dr. Steven & Sharyn Kussin
Hannah Levine’s birthday - wishing a special lady a special birthday from Howard & Linda Zryb
Sharyn and Steve Kussin’s granddaughter’s baby naming. from Joel & Gail Antin
Mazel Tov on the Bar Mitzvah of Grandson Zachary Barth from Linda & Howard Zryb
Hannah LevineTurning 101. May you always be a source of inspiration to your family and those who know and love you. 
from Mindy & Ed Goldstein
The baby naming of Ayla Michelle/Nechama Yaffa. May she always be a source of joy to your family. from Mindy & Ed Goldstein
the Baby Naming of Ayla Michelle Kussin from Phyllis Chaskes
Sharyn and Steve Kussin’s granddaughter’s baby naming from Raymond & Rose Cohen
Susan and Stan Bloomfield’s grandson’s Bar Mitzvah. Love Linda and Ron Rosen from Ronald & Linda Rosen
Roberta Scoll for being an honoree of the Leadership in Law Awards from Shelley Rosenblum
Marilyn and Robert Hochhauser as they are honored as Chattan And Kallat Torah from Shelley Rosenblum
Marilyn and Robert Hochhauser, Simchat Torah Honorees from Susan Blumberg

In memory of
Jacki Kaplan’s mother, Terry(Thelma) Broderson from Dr. Steven & Roberta Scoll
your beloved father, Herbert Pollack from Dr. Steven & Sharyn Kussin
Jeffrey Storch, beloved son of Gerald Storch from Ira & Carol Bernstein
my beloved husband Sheldon from Irma Koton
Paul Silberberg from Louella Silberberg
Adele Phillips -- May her memory be a blessing to those who knew and loved her from Lyle and Jerry Cogen
Alan Bagner So sorry about your loss! We will always remember him... from Marlene & Eric Barth & Dorothy Schrager
In Memory of Jerry Davis from Mitchell Davis
dear Helen Drogin, who was a positive influence on our lives. Linda and Ron Rosen 
Terry Broderson from Ronald & Linda Rosen
Jeffrey Storch. We are deeply sorry for your loss. Linda and Ron Rosen
Gary Richards Levine. May his memory be a blessing to you. from Shari and Mitch Simon
your mother Terry Broderson from Shelley Rosenblum
Lois Saturn’s mother, Ann Rosenfeld from Steven & Sandra Tannenbaum
Jacki Kaplan’s mother, Terry(Thelma) Broderson from Steven & Sandra Tannenbaum
Elaine Abes loving mother and grandmother from The Brodman Family

ENDOWMENT FUND
In honor of
Marilyn and Rob Hocchauser becoming Chattan and Kallah Torah. from Phyllis Goldberg and Peter Donath

In memory of
Joel Beldner from Paula and Howard Tiegel
Jeff Storch from Paula and Howard Tiegel
Herbert Pollack from Paula, Howard and Brianna Tiegel
Helen Drogin from Steven & Melissa Greenstein
Helen Drogin from Alan & Ellen Sussman
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GENERAL FUND
In honor of
Charles Skop from Charles & Debra Brown
Andrew Rotjan from June Goldhamer

In memory of
Elaine Abes, beloved mother and grandmother to Karen and Sari from Ms. Abigail Bruno
Elaine Abes. From Noninvasive Cardiology nursing unit from NonIvasive Cardiology nursing Unit NYU Langone

HEBREW SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In memory of
Helen Drogin from Joseph & Laurie Siegel

HOWARD CHASKES FUND
In honor of
Sharyn & Steve Kussin’s granddaughter’s baby naming( Ayla Michelle) from Phyllis Chaskes
Robert & Marilyn Hochhauser from Sandra Pinkus
the birth of Stan Becker’s great grandson from Sandra Pinkus
the birth of Bob Phillips great grandson from Sandra Pinkus
Saul Rosenberg from Stanley Becker
the baby naming of Sharyn and Steve Kussin’s granddaughter, Ayla Michelle from Stanley Becker

In memory of
Jeffery Storch from Mr. & Mrs Alan Chibnik
Jeffrey Storch, beloved son of Gerald Storch from Mr. Melvin & Mrs. Theda Febesh

IRVING LIPFIELD
In honor of
Matt Pulewitz’s 50th Birthday from Allen & Barri Gershlak

In memory of
Cantor David Hiesiger a real mensch. The Gershlak and Pulewitz families. from Allen & Barri Gershlak
Irving Lipfield from Allen & Barri Gershlak

KOZIN FUND
In honor of
Mazel Tov to Marilyn and Robert Hochauser on being honored as Chattan and Kallat Torah from Rena & Steven Kozin
Mazel Tov to Rabbi Josh & Stef Dorsch on being Chattan & Kallat Bereshit from Rena & Steven Kozin

In memory of
Cantor David Hiesiger from Raina & Jamey Kohn
your beloved dad, Joel Beldner from Rena and Steven Kozin and family
Helen Drogin, a true woman of valor and a mentor to so many from Rena and Steven Kozin and family
Herbert Pollack, your beloved father and grandfather from Rena and Steven Kozin
Your beloved mother Helen Katz from Rena and Steven Kozin
Roslyn “Roz” Gottlieb, your beloved grandmother from Rena and Steven Kozin
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KROLL EDUCATIONAL FUND
In memory of
Irene Kroll on the occasion of her unveiling. May her memory continue to be for a blessing, from Mindy & Ed Goldstein

MEN’S CLUB/BROTHERHOOD FUND
In memory of
Jeffrey Storch from Karen and Marcel Sager

PAUL STONE YOUTH ACTIVITIES FUND (MEN’S CLUB)
from Allyson Davis & family

In memory of
Jeffrey Storch, beloved son of Gerald Storch from Alan & Ellen Sussman
Roslyn Gottlieb from Dr. Scott & Mrs.. Ilyse Schonfeld
Jeffrey Storch, beloved son of Gerald from Ilene Lambert
Jeffrey Storch from Ira & Tina Blankstein
Jeffrey Storch from Joe & Laurie Siegel
Jeffrey Storch, beloved son of Gerald Storch from Leonard & Lois Kaufman
Your beloved son and brother, Jeffrey Storch from Linda and Lewis Altman
Jeffrey Storch son of Jerry Storch from Phyllis Goldberg and Peter Donath
Jeffrey Storch, beloved son, brother and uncle. from Sandra Pinkus

PJ LIBRARY
In honor of
Simchat Torah Honorees, Rabbi Josh and Stef Dorsch and Marilyn and Robert Hochhauser from Raymond & Rose Cohen

In memory of
Millie Seidman - may her memory always be a blessing to you. from Simon, Heller, Feld and Seidman Families

RABBI CHARLES & BETTY KLEIN LEGACY FUND
In honor of
our son Rob Altman’s new position from Linda and Lewis Altman
Rabbi Klein from Marlene & Eric Barth, Jaclyn & Brandon Cohen

In memory of
Iris Silverman, Mother from Harriet and Barry Lasky
Your beloved mother, our beloved friend Helen Drogin from Linda and Lewis Altman
Jeffrey Storch. from Rabbi Jennifer Gorman
Helen Drogin from Robert & Marilyn Hochhauser

RABBI DORSCH DISCRETIONARY FUND
In appreciation of
You! from Dr. Harriet R. Feldman
Rabbi Dorsch from Marlene & Eric Barth, Jaclyn & Brandon Cohen

In honor of
Rabbi Dorsch from Dr. Steven & Dr. Joan Lomasky
Lyle and Jerry Cogen on the birth of their granddaughter, Adeline Joy, daughter of Mallory and Dan Aronoff. from Lyle and Jerry Cogen
your being Chattan and Kallah Bereshit from Phyllis Goldberg and Peter Donath
the auf ruf and upcoming wedding of Sean Brenner and Gina Flores from Phyllis Goldberg and Peter Donath
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In honor of Robert and Marilyn Hochhauser. Mazel Tov on receiving deserved recognition for your wonderful contributions to the life of our 
synagogue. Linda and Ronald Rosen.
Rabbi Josh and Stef Dorsch. Mazel Tov on receiving deserved recognition for your wonderful contributions to the life of our synagogue. 
Linda and Ron Rosen from Ronald & Linda Rosen
Rabbi Josh and Stef Dorsch for their honor as Chattan and Kallat Bereshit from Shelley Rosenblum

In memory of
Larry Pollack’s father, Herbert. from Dr. Barry & Geri Silverman
Karen Blane’s mother, Elaine Abes. from Dr. Barry & Geri Silverman
Helen Drogin from Raina & Jamey Kohn
Jeffrey Storch from Robert & Marilyn Hochhauser

RABBI KLEIN PULPIT FUND
In memory of
Helen Drogin from George Feld

STACY ROSENBERG FUND
In memory of
Bruce Janvey from Jeffrey & Caren Rosenberg
beloved son, Nate from Jeffrey & Caren Rosenberg
beloved son, Jeffrey from Jeffrey & Caren Rosenberg

SYNAGOGUE FUND
In memory of
Elaine Abes Love Mr. & Mrs. J. Goldberg from Gary & Marion Blane
Elaine Abes Love Shelby Blane and Sammy Reisner from Gary & Marion Blane
Elaine Abes Love Marion and Gary Blane from Gary & Marion Blane
Elaine Ames Love Mr. and Mrs. Robert Blane from Gary & Marion Blane
Jeff Storch from Joel & Joan Ray
Helen Drogin from Suzanne Brown

Dear Merrick Jewish Center Family,

There are no words to express our gratitude for the loving kindness and support you 
gave to our family during the recent passing of our beloved mother, Helen Drogin.  
We greatly appreciate your generous donations in her memory and your loving 
words of sympathy and comfort. Mom loved the Merrick Jewish Center and her life 
was truly blessed by being a part it.  We were grateful that you gave her the honor 
of having her funeral service at her second home. May her memory always be for a 
blessing.

L’Shalom,
Amy Schwartz, Carol Atwood and Family 
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In memory of

Janet Kremsky from Alan & Ellen Sussman
Kate Weinreb from Alan & Norma Bronstein
Sylvin Weinreb from Alan & Norma Bronstein
Benjamin Latin from Alan Latin
Jack & Annette Kula from Albert & Sandra Kula
Rose Teitel from Albert & Sandra Kula
Leonard Bader from Allan & Fran Bader
Charles Bader from Allan & Fran Bader
Murry Reichman from Lenore Friedman
Charles, Matty & David Sable from Linda Sable
Evelyn Blachman from Anita Weiss
Arthur Schwartz from Ann Pittel Schwartz
Beatrice Link from Barry & Barbara Zolot
Ernest Kirsh from Barry & Lynne Schosid
Selig Goldberg from Bea Goldberg
Ruth Gewurz from Bennett & Rae Gewurz
Charles Mausner from Bernice Mausner
Dr. Mark Mausner from Bernice Mausner
Saul Miller from Bruce Miller
Gerald Greenberg from Carol Greenberg
Ellen Kleinman from Carol Kotz
Pearl Skop from Charles & Joanne Skop
Norman Karr from Charles & Joanne Skop
Morton Ruck from Charles & Joanne Skop
Lillian Schechter from Clifford & Roberta Keller
Bernard Maltz & Bernice Maltz, from Craig & Marcia Maltz
Herbert Goldman from Craig & Marcia Maltz
Rose Maltz from Craig & Marcia Maltz
William Geier from Dan & Brenda Geier
Harold Gross from Dan & Brenda Geier
Rose Hirsh from David & Gale Hirsh
Sally First from David & Meris First
Doris Schechner from Dennis & Anna Kaplan
Sandra Leon from Dennis & Anna Kaplan
Ted Kaplan from Dennis & Anna Kaplan
Belle Cohen from Donald Brenner
Seymour Brenner from Donald Brenner
Shalom Shaouli from Dorit Bugoff
Irwin Mohr from Dr. Allan & Debra Mohr
Maxine Mohr from Dr. Allan & Debra Mohr
Marvin Ozner from Dr. Barry & Geri Silverman
Jeffrey Doninger from Dr. Dan & Karen Yarosh
Sylvia Doninger from Dr. Dan & Karen Yarosh
William Doninger from Dr. Dan & Karen Yarosh
Morris Klein from Dr. David & Judy Klein
Arnold Bick from Dr. David & Judy Klein
Julie Klein from Dr. David & Judy Klein
Jerome Feinberg from Dr. Jeffrey & Dr. Felise Fox
Sylvia Swartz from Dr. Mark & Beth Weiss
Andrew Weiss from Dr. Mark & Beth Weiss
Nyra Horowitz from Dr. Mark & Robin Knoll
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Joseph Scoll & Julia Scoll from Dr. Steven & Roberta Scoll
Irene Ida Metrick from Dr. Steven & Roberta Scoll
Helen Schlachter from Eddie & Linda Lampert
Mollie Vogel from Elaine Vogel
Frances Cushman from Elizabeth Schwartz
Jack Mermelstein from Elliot & Shelley Zimmerman
Meyer Zimmerman from Elliot & Shelley Zimmerman
Hassid Abramoff from Elliot & Susan Sims
Albert Harris Abramoff from Elliot & Susan Sims
Tillie Distenfeld from Evelyn Zisner
Ruth Markus from Fran Markus
Agnes Holzer from Frank & Catherine Supovitz
Henry Holzer from Frank & Catherine Supovitz
Sarah Carano from Gary & Marion Blane
Inge Blane from Gary & Marion Blane
Jerome Blane from Gary & Marion Blane
Douglas Sheinberg from Gary & Wendy Pupa
Eva Eisenberg from Gindi, Deborah
Mildred Reisender from Glenn & Michelle Reisender
Lena Yabroff from Gloria & Gloria Cooper
Stanley Cooper from Gloria & Gloria Cooper
Irving Cohen from Gloria Greenbaum
Mary Koback from Howard & Barbara Ader
Bluma & Isak Segal from Howard & Ilene Segal
Bernard Maltz & Bernice Maltz from Irwin & Mara Maltz
Rose Maltz from Irwin & Mara Maltz
Melvin Balkan from Irwin & Mara Maltz
Helen Alexrod from Jan & Bonni Axelrod
In memory of my father Ben Wanderman from Jay Wanderman
Jonas Trompeter & Minnie Trompeter from Jeffrey & Barbara Trompeter
Meyer Rubin from Jeffrey & Jill Kaiserman
Paula Silberfarb from Jeffrey & Lori Hahn
Marcia Blatt David Blatt from Jerilyn Weil
Aaron Slabodsky from Joe & Dawn Azrak
Eva Hershfeld from Joel & Jill Wexler
Leo Abrams from Joel & Jill Wexler
Ruth Beck from Joseph & Barbara Sternberg
Eleanor Halperin from Lawrence & Linda Feinberg
Beverly Rosenberg from Linda and Howard Levine
Ida Podolsky from Louella Silberberg
Syde Hauben beloved mother of Marcia Friedman from Marcia Friedman
Shulamith Hirsch from Marilyn Shimon
Martin Shimon from Marilyn Shimon
Reuben Traeger from Mark & Sandy Weintraub
Jeffrey Doninger from Martin & Joan Sommers
Frances Siminerio from Martin & Joan Sommers
William Jamison from Martin & Joan Sommers
Morris Silverberg from Melvin Parker
Alexander Silverman from Melvin Parker
Shirley Silverberg from Melvin Parker
Susan Robin from Michael & Audrey Robin
Dante Goldstein from Michael & Deborah Goldstein
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Jean Feldman, Judith Terrel from Michelle & Jon Goldenberg
Herbert Feldman, father from Michelle Goldenberg
Saul Seltzer from Mitchel & Karen Bleistern
Ezra Levine from Mitchell & Brenda Pitkoff
Farrel Levine from Mitchell & Brenda Pitkoff
Pauline Sidorsky from Mr. Arthur & Mrs. Isabel Sidorsky
Beth Bass from Mr. Neil & Mrs. Jodie Smith
Richard Janowitz from Mr. Richard Trompeter
Herman Gutterson from Ms. Francine Goodman
Milton Rum from Nathan & Paula Rum
Moses Adler from Ned & Judith Sachs
Howard Chaskes from Phyllis Chaskes
my father, Morris Burg from Phyllis Goldberg
Father Morris Burg from Phyllis Goldberg
Ruth Feldman from Richard & Dana Knox
Geraldine Finkelstein from Richard & Shari Stern
Vivian Schwartz from Richard & Sherry Schwartz
Sarah Bertner from Robert & Janet Bertner
Raymond Gorin from Robert & Janet Bertner
Bernard Jitomir & Doris Helen Jitomir from Robert & Lenore Birnbaum
Reynold Katzanek from Robin & Robin Katzanek
Bernard Seidenfeld from Ruth Katz
Irene Kroll from S. Robert Kroll
Harvey Pinkus from Sandra Pinkus
Irving Levy from Sandra Pinkus
Elliot Wexler from Sarah Wexler
Boris Mlawer from Sarita Mlawer
Ire Wohl from Sarita Mlawer
Jacob Schneider from Saul & Sylvia Schneider
Ronald Weintraub from Sheila Weintraub
Morton Ruck from Shelley Rosenblum
Miriam Kramer from Stephen & Ellen Kramer
Ruth Gold from Stephen Gold
Irving Diller from Steven & Amy Haas
Gerson Mandel from Steven & Amy Uffner
Norton Friedman from Steven & Cheryl Haber
Sheldon Koton from Steven & Nelly Koton
Gloria Berger from Steven & Rena Berger
Sol Gillman from Steven & Terri Gillman
Harvey Fader from Steven & Terri Gillman
Howard Weber from Steven Fishkin & Susan Weber-Fishkin
Harry Bronstein from Steven Goldstein & Fani Gellman
Rhoda Forster from Sue Forster
Leslie Guttman from Susan Guttman
Dorothy Grober from Theodore & Susan Jurman
Jack Mermelstein from Theresa Mermelstein
Ida Feinman from Tina Reiner

YIZKOR
In memory of
Allen Cohen, Diana Clement, Irving Clement, Florence and Norman Cohen from Cindee Cohen
Yizkor from Alan & Ellen Sussman   
Yizkor from Phyllis Goldberg
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A Simcha is such a 
wonderful thing!

Would you like to share a Simcha with 
members of our congregation?

Sponsor a Shabbos luncheon?

For all reservations and questions 
please contact the office!

Tell them you read it 
in the Bulletin!
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